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1. The Chalukyan architecture uniquely epitomises the grandeur and hybrid
characteristic style of temple building. Elaborate. (150 words) 10
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2. The success or failure of a political movement is not always determined by
the achievement of its stated goals. Discuss in light of the Ghadar
movement.

(150 words) 10
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3. Discuss the ways in which Gandhian conceptualisation of Sarvodaya
influenced Vinoba Bhave's Bhoodan movement. (150 words) 10
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4. Bring out the evidences, which led to the Plate Tectonics Theory. Also,

discuss how this theory explains the movement of plates.
(150 words) 10
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5. Give an account of the formation of Abyssal Plains and highlight the relief
features found on these plains. (150 words) 10
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6. What are the geographical and climatic conditions required for tea
cultivation? In this context, discuss the reasons for the introduction of tea
cultivation in the Duars region of the Himalayas by the British.

(150 words) 10
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7. Briefly bring out the distinction between flash droughts and conventional
droughts. Also, examine the reasons behind the increasing vulnerability of
India to flash droughts. (150 words) 10
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8.  Though various initiatives have been taken to ensure social security for
informal workers in India, there still exist gaps which need to be plugged.
Discuss. (150 words) 10
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9.  Critically assess the government's move on raising the age of marriage of

women in India from 18 to 21 years. (150 words) 10
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10. Reservation for locals in private sector has again brought the debate
around regionalism into focus. In this context, examine whether
regionalism is a threat to national integration. (150 words) 10
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11. Explain how agricultural surplus, growth of crafts and trade, and growing

population led to the second urbanisation in ancient India.
(250 words) 15
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12. India of the 18th century failed to make progress economically, culturally
and socially at a pace, which would have saved the country from collapse.
Comment. (250 words) 15
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13. The withdrawal of the Civil Disobedience Movement triggered a two-stage
debate on the strategic course of India’s freedom struggle. Elucidate.
(250 words) 15
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14. Throw light on the causes, course and outcomes of the Civil War, which
followed the Russian Revolution. Also, bring out the reasons behind the
Bolshevik victory. (250 words) 15
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15. What are Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs)? Highlighting the
susceptibility of the Himalayan region to GLOFs, state the measures
required to address them. (250 words) 15
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16. Highlighting the significance of critical minerals, provide an account of their
distribution in India and the world. (250 words) 15
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17. Highlighting the importance of ice sheets, discuss the likely impact of their

melting on the planet with special focus on India. - (250 words) 15
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18. What are twin cyclones? Discuss the role of Rossby waves and Madden-
Julian Oscillation (MJO) in their formation. (250 words) 15
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19. Since independence, planning strategies for women’s upliftment has
evolved from welfare to development to empowerment. Elucidate. Also,
discuss the role played by voluntary organizations in this context.

(250 words) 15
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20. How far do you agree with the view that globalisation has aggravated the
challenges faced by the poor in India? (250 words) 15
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