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I Reading Comprehension

» Be careful while choosing/giving synonyms or antonyms
for the glven wards. If you are unable to understand the
meaning of a word, try to find out the meaning of that
vsord in the context of the passage.

» If you are asked to choose/give a suitable title for the
passage, it should be according to the theme or main idea
of the passage.

> In case of multiple choice questions, sometimes you may
feel that two of the given options can be the answer. In
such cases read the question carefully and make sure that

» If required, go through the passage again to understand you understand clearly what is being asked. Choose the
it clearly. appropriate answer in the context of the passage.

» Read the questions carefully and choose/give the » While answering the questions based on verbal/visual
appropriate answer. inputs like statistical data, charts, etc., make sure that you
» You have to choose/give the answer as per the Information analyse and Interpret the data correctly.
given in the passage. Don't use your own opinion or » Your common sense and presence of mind can also help
knowledge. you In choosing/glving the appropriate answer.

The Reading comprehension section of the paper contains (wo
unseen passages. One of these passages is o factunl/descriptive/
literary passage. Questions based on this passage are usually
designed to assess comprehension, interpretation, analysis,
inference and vocabulary. The other passage is a case-based
factual passage with verbal/visual inputs like statistical data,
charts, etc. Questions based on this passage are usually designed
Lo assess comprehension, interpretation, analysis, inference und
evaluation.

Quick Tips

» Read the passage carefully at a decent pace.

Factual, Descriptive or Literary/Discursive or Persuasive PASSAGES
v

Passage 1
Arthur lay in his cabin, stll trying to piece together
the events of the last few hours. He had watched his
home planct of Earth be demolished to make way for

So now they're using the Heart of Gold 1o finish the
calculation.”

Arthur was about to say somcthing, but at that
moment the ship’s intercom crackled to life.

“Good evening, Heart of Gold,"” said a smooth,
computerised voice. “This is Eddie, your shipboard
computer. I'm feeling a bit depressed today. Would
you like me to sing you a song?"

“Oh, not again,” groaned Ford.

“Eddie, would you mind shutting up?" said Arthur.
Arthur sighed and leaned back against the console,
trying to make sense of everything. But as he closed
his cycs, be heard a voice inside his head.

“Hello?" it said.

Arthur jumped, startled. “*Who's there?'" he said.
"It’s me,” said the voice. ""Marvin.”

“Marvin?" said Arthur. “*'Who's Marvin?"

“The Paranoid Android,” said the voice.

Arthur looked around, but he didn’t see anyone.
“Where are you?'" he said.

“I"'m down here,” said the voice.

and then whisked away on a ship that was powered
by an “infinite improbability drive." It was all too
much for him.

Just then, Ford stuck his head around the door.
“‘Hey, Earthman'", he said, ""come and have a look at
this.”

Arthur stumbled after him down a corridar and into
the ship's control room. He gazed in amazement at
the banks of controls and flashing lights. In the centre
of the room waus a large console covered in bultons
and swiiches, and in tho middlc of the console was a
small, white mouse.

“What's that?" asked Arthur.

““That’s the ship's computer,” said Ford.

Arthur stared at the mouse. *“That's a computer?™ he
said.

“Yup," said Ford. “Find-dimensional, biologically-
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based, super intelligent, and in the form of a whitce
lab mouse. Pretty neat, huh?”

“I don't know,"” said Arthur. *“I don’t think I really
understand anything anymore. Why is o mouse the
ship's computer?”

"I’s a long story,” said Ford. "'But the short version
is that the mice built the Earth as a giant computer (o
figure out the Ultimate Question of Life, the Universe,
and Everything. Then they ran out of moncy and had
to destroy it to make way for a hyperspace bypass.

Arthur looked down and saw a small, metal figurc
shuffling across the floor. It was about three feet tall,
with a round head and a body that looked like it had
been cobbled together from spare parts. Its eyes were
a dull red, and its voice was a monotone.

“I"ve been waiting for somconc to talk to me for
over two million years," said Marvin.

Adapted: An excerpt from “The Hitchhiker's Guide to the
Galaxy” by Douglas Adams.

(CBSE SQP 2023-24)
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Answer the following questions, based on the above

passage.

(a) SelecttheoptionthatclassifiesArthur'sconfusion
about drastic events such as the destruction of
his home planet and the introduction of new
technologies, correctly.

(i) Routine and boredom

(i) Adventure and excitement
(ili) Loss and change
(iv) Calm and relaxation

(b) What is the significance of the white lab mouse in
the control room of the Heart of Gold spaceship?
(i) Itis the captain of the ship
(I1) It serves as the ship's computer
(iii) It is a pet of the crew

(iv) Itls used for sclentific experiments

(c) Share evidence from the text to support the view
that the writer's writing style is descriptive and
humorous.

(d) Complete the sentence appropriately with a
characteristic or its description.
Based on the information given in the excerpt,
one can infer that the mice who built the Earth

(e) Select the option that is similar in meaning to
Ford's expression, " Pretty neat, huh?".
(i) Easy. isn'tit?
(II) Could be worse. no?
(i) Impressive, yes?
(iv) Too difficult for you?
(f) Explain, why the name "The Paranoid Androld” is
considered ironic.

(g) Inthe line,"... a body that looked like it had been
cobbled together from spare parts..., what
comparison does the word “cobbled” refer to?

(h) How does the following, impact the readers, even
though they know Marvin is just an android?
“I've been waiting for someone to talk to me for
over two million years,” said Marvin.

(i) Read the five headlines (A)-(E), given below:

A. HUMANITY'S JOURNEY WITNESSED BY A
DEPRESSED ROBOT

B. HITCHHIKING THROUGH SPACE: A COMICAL
TAKE ON THE END OF THE WORLD

C. NEW STUDY FINDS ALIENS LIVING AMONG US

D. GROUNDBREAKING TECHNOLOGY WILL SOON
ENABLE TIME TRAVEL

E. INTERGALACTIC TRAVEL VIA NEW INFINITE
IMPROBABILITY DRIVE

Identify the option that displays the headline/s

that DOES/DO NOT carrespond with occurrences in

the passage.

(i) Only A

(i) Only €

(i) B.Cand D
(lv) Aand E

L

| Answers |

a. (ili) Loss and change

b. (ii) It serves as the ship's computer

C. Descriptive: “In the centre of the room was a
large console covered in buttons and switches.
and In the middle of the console was a small.
white mouse.”

(These Unes provide a clear Image of the setting
and the unconventional form of the ship's
computer.)

Humorous: "Oh. not again.” groaned Ford.

(This Une suggests that the ship's computer.
Eddle. often offers to sing songs and annoys
the crew. Ford's reaction of groaning tells us
that he Is tired of it. The fact that a computer Is
attempting to sing a song also implies humour.)

d. highly  intelligent/technologically  advanced
(because they built the earth as a giant computer)

Or
indifferent to the suffering of athers (because
they ran out of maney and had to destroy the
earth)

e. (iil) Impressive. yes?

f. The name The Paranoid Android' is considered
ironic because human-like emotions, such as
paranola, are not expected from a robot The
name 'paranoid’ implies irrational fear and anxiety.
whereas a robot Is thought of as logical and
unemational It plays with readers’ expectations.

E. In the given line. the word ‘cobbled’ refers to the
comparison with cobblers. 'Cobbled’ here imples
that the body of Marvin vas put together using
spare parts In the same way In which a cobbler
takes scraps of leather and stitches them
together to make a shoe.

h. Even though the readers know Marvin Is Just an
android. the statement by Marvin evokes a sense
of loneliness and Isolation; It creates a sense of
sympathy towards Marvin. It also emphasises
lack of communication between beings and
ralses questions about the meaning and value of
existence.

i. (Iv)AandE
Passage 2

. When we think of the game of cricket, we come o

the conclusion that it is primarily a game that depends
on outstanding physical activides, good hand-eye
co-ordination, speed, skill and strength. It provides
entertainment and generates strong  feelings  of
excitement. A good match of cricket or of any other game
neither adds to the existing stock of human knowledge
nor reveals any secret of existence. It does not carry any
dcep meaning but most people, particularly the lover of
sports attach deep emotions and numerous meanings to
it. Games are thought of as a metaphor for life. They are
supposed to teach many lessons. In fact, more is said

L L L o o
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and written about a cricket match than about scientific
findings or great philosophy.

2. This is becausc games, like a morality play, in which
settings and rules are made by us, can easily make people
test their fair and foul conduct, principles of reward and
punishment, and emotions of joy and disappointment.
They can make us experience the thrill of war without
exposing us [0 its dangers. A man walching a cricket
maich on T.V. and munching popcorn is like a surrogate
warrior. In fact, games provide us with a safe outlet for
our aggressiveness. If games become aggressive, they
lose the very purpose of providing entertuinment and
purging us of our aggressiveness. They can calm our
impatience without creating any conflict.

3. Commentators, journalists, politicians and analysts can
do a great favour to the compeling teams by keeping
the excitement within limits. The teams should play
without being dominated by feclings of national honour
and shame. Excellent performance of the players of
both teams should be enjoyed and appreciated.
Winning or lesing in a game should nol be taken
scriously. A game is fun if it is played with truc spirit of
sportsmanship. (CBSE2023)

Answer the following questions, based on the above
passage.
(a) Complete the sentence by choosing an appropriate
option.
Most people conclude that cricket Is primarily a
game because..............
(i) itis played as a match
(i) it requires two teams
(iii) it includes physical activity
(iv) it depends only on skill and strength
(b) Comment on the writer's reference to that cricket
does not reveal any secret of existence.

(c) List two responses which watching a game of
cricket gives rise to.

(d) Select the option that conveys the opposite of
‘destroy’ from words used in the passage.
(1) Reveals (if) Experlence
(iii) Generate (iv) Purging
(e) The writer would agree with the glven statements
based on paragraph 2, EXCEPT.
(i) Rules of any game are made by people.
() Watching a cricket match makes the viewer
believe that he is fighting a battle.
(iii) It Is necessary for a game to be aggressive in
order to bulld excitement.
(iv) Agame cantest people's sense of falr judgement.

(f) With reference to the passage, a spectator is
compared to a 'surrogate warrior’.

Choose the option that best describes this phrase:

(i) A spectator who is paid to watch.

(i) A spectator who is in pain while watching the
match.

(i) A spectator who enjoys the match as an
armchair soldier.

(iv) Aspectator who makes judgement about reward
and punishment.

(9) Why does the writer compare games to a morality
play?

(h) Complete the given sentence with an appropriate
inference with respect to the following:
The writer says that games can calm our Impatience
without creating any conflict by ..............

(I) The writer advises the players that games should
not become aggressive because...............

(J) Selectthe mostsuitable title for the above passage.

(I) Excellent Perfarmance by Cricketers

(i) The Benefits of Playing Cricket
(iii) Cricket - The King of Games
(iv) The True Spirit of Playing Games

Answers

[=]

. () it Includes physical activity

b. The writer says that cricket does not reveal any
secret of existence. |t does not bring into light
anything that Is new or Interesting about the
existence. It does not carry any deep meaning
but people attach deep emotions and numerous
meanings to it

c. 1. Watching a game of cricket makes us

experience the thrill of war without exposing
us to its dangers. A person watching a cricket
match on TV and munching popcorn is like a
surrogate warrior.

2. Watching a game of cricket generates strong
feelings of excitement.

d. (iii) Generate

e. (iii) It is necessary for a game to be aggressive in

order to bulld excitement.

f. (i) A spectator who enjoys the match as an

armchair soldier.

g The writer compares games to a morality play
because games, lke a morality play. can easlly
make people test thelr fair and foul conduct
principles of reward and punishment. and
emotions of joy and disappointment.

h. providing us with a safe outlet for our
aggresslveness.

i. if games become aggressive, they lose the very
purpose of providing entertainment and purging
us of our aggressiveness.

|- (Iv) The True Spirit of Playing Games

Passage 3
1. World Conservation Day is celebrated internationally

to increase awareness about the best practices needed
to protcct our natural resources. The Earth is supplicd
with a limiled amount of resources that we all rely
upon, like water, air, soil and trees. The World Nature
Conservation Movement is a greal opportunity (o
cclebrate the progress we've made and determine to take
action, wherever needed. It is Gme to remind ourselves
that we need to give back to nature instead of just using
resources without thinking about conservation. There
is a need to replenish and recycle the resources we
consume from nature.

L L L o o
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2.

3.

Our forests, rivers, oceans and soils provide us with the
food we cut, the nir we breathe, the waler we irrigale
our crops with. We also rely on them for numerous
other goods and services. We depend on thom for our
health, hoppiness and prosperity. We have a cycle of
biodiversity which needs proper conservation.

The population explosion remains one of the major
reasons why natural resources are getting depleted
at o very fast rate. Technological advancement and
luxurious lifestyles have led to several environmental
problems like global wurming, ozone lnyer depletion,
river water pollution nnd deforestation, which threaten
the plunet's future.

Humans, animals, maorine  crentures  and  the
environment, ull need to be protected and conserved
for the plunet's future well-being. There are mony
examples of conservation. One i$ a programme (o try
to preserve wetlands, or o programme to try und suve
old buildings. Another example is of an attempt (o0
minimise the amount of electricity used by turning off
lights when leaving o room, or un attempt to turn oft the
running tap to avoid wastage of water. There nre lots of
examples like these which need implementation.
Following these small steps in our daily lives we can
help to mnintain the bulance of nature, thereby saving
humankind from the kinds of natuml disnsters we may
fuce in the near future.

Nuture also has n profound impact on our minds and
our behaviour, helping reduce anxiety, brooding, und
stress and increasce our allention, capucity, crentivity
and ability to connect with other people. So there is a
need (o suve nature if we want o save life as the two
are interconnected and need each other. If we hurt or
destroy the environment, surely we will be ruined. We
must creale awareness among family members, and
ty and prctise a sustninnble lifestyle to protect und

conscrve nilure. (CBSE 2023)

Answer the following questions, based on the above
passage.

(a) Complete the sentence bychoosing the appropriate

optlon.

There Is an urgent need to conserve our natural

resources because:

(I) we are aimlessly using the natural resources
and not replenishing them.

(Il) they will be replaced by man-made resources.

(I) serlous efforts are needed to cut down the
consumption of these resources.

(iv) we must become alert befare it is too late.

(b) In the opinion of the writer, which are the primary

natural resources without which our life is not
possible?

(c) In paragraph 1, the writer talks about ‘celebrating

the progress' Explain in context.

(d) The writer would not agree with the given

statements based on paragraph 6, EXCEPT.
(i) Stress can be relieved by working overtime.
(i) Nature can affect man's emotional well-being,

(e)

(f)
(9)

(h)

(i)

0)

(lll) Lifestyle cannot be changed permanently.
(iv) Destruction of the environment is a temparary
measure undertaken by man.

In the context of the given passage, what is the
synonym of replenish’ (para 1)? Choose the correct
option.

(I) Scarclty (Il) Restore

(1) Reconclile (lv) Minimise

List two ways in which forests and rivers help
mankind.

How can the solutions suggested In paragraph 4
be best described?

(I) Unrealistic (I) Short term

(i) Practical (iv) Challenging

Why is it fair to say that population explosion
remains one of the major reasons why natural
resources are getting depleted rapidly?

Complete the given sentence with an appropriate
reference with respect to the following:

The writer quotes the example of family awareness
inorderto.......coeveeene (Paragraph 6).

Select the most suitable title for the above passage.
(i) Ways to Save the Environment

(i) Save Nature Save Life

(Il) Nature - A Pharmacy

(Ilv) Nature - A Food Factory

Answers

a. (1) we are almlessly using the natural resources
and not replenishing them.
b. In the oplnlon of the writer, the primary natural
resources without which aur life Is nat possible
are water, alr, soll and trees.

c. In the context of the passage, the writer here
wants to convey that we should celebrate the
progress we have made but we should also be
determined to take actlon thinking about the
conservation of natural resources.

d. (Il) Nature can affect man's emational well-belng,

e. (Il) Restore

f. Forests and rivers help mankind by providing the
food to eat and the water to Irrigate the crops
with,

g. (ll) Practical

h. It is fair to say that population explosion
remains one of the malor reasons why natural
resources are getting depleted rapldly because
technological advancement and luxurious
lifestyles have led to several environmental
problems lke global warming, ozone layer
depletion. river water pollution and defarestation.

suggest that we should try and practise a
sustainable lifestyle to protect and conserve
nature.

j- (i) Save Nature Save Life
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Passage 4

1. Tknow many friends of mine v/ho drink coffee regularly
but do not know that coffee exists in different forms
other than instant coffee. There are many who swear
by Flora café classic or Coco gold, which they consider
premium coffee. I may sound offensive but instant
coffee is not the only way; in fact it's a very bad way
of making coffee! Instant coffee cannot match up (o
brewed coffee's flavour nor does it have Arabica beans.
It uses Robusta beans that are lower in flavour. Don't
know the difference?! Read on...

2. That plant might be a genius! It created a chemical
that would keep pests away. Fortunately for us and
unfortunately for the plant — that plan did not work
the way it was intended 1o. The chemical might have
averted o few pest attacks, but ottracled o for greater
threat---human beings. The plant I nm talking about is
coftee and the chemical is caffeine.

3. To begin from the beginning — coffee i9 from n moro
mature part of the tree — the seed — unlike other
stimulants. The ripe berry is picked and de-pulped
leaving us with u seed called ‘green bean' or ‘green
coffee’. Areen bean is uncharacteristically bland with o
tuste nowhere close to thut of coffee, but it is vulued (or
its higher antioxidant levels.

4. It's an interesting phenomenon to see how this bland
green bean turns to n flavourful coffee bean. Coffec
bean is a seed nnd like any other seed is rich in proteins,
futs and all necegsury ingredients for giving birth
lo 0 new plant. When exposed to heat, the fats and
carbohydrutes in the bean tum into essentinl oils, which
give the characteristic (nste and nromn (o the coffee
bean. The degree of roasting depends on the need or
purpose of usc.

5. These beans are ground so that the surfnce area of
the benn is incrensed, which mokes extruction easier.
The bean can be ground or crushed but moking the
particles uniform will ensure equal extraction, or else
the smaller particle will get overextructed and the larger
one underextracted. Hence, the burr grinder is used to
ensure that the coffee bean gets ground in a uniform
way in which uall particles are of similar sizes.

6. Does underextroction give o highter coffee and
overextraction a stronger onc? No. For a lighter or
stronger coffee less or more coffee powder has to be
used. Why? Underextruction will not get all the flavours
of the coffee as the water runs oo quickly. It will not
get what you want — it will (aste sour. Overextraction
will bring out all unnecessury flavours rendering the
wste bitter, (CBSE 2023)

Answer the following questions, based on the above

passage.

(a) Complete the sentence by choosing an appropriate
option.
The author complained that his friends ..............
(I) consumed only Flora classlcs.
(il) were nat aware of different forms of coffee.
(iif) were severely addicted to drinking caffee.
(iv) considered Coco gold as premium coffee.

(b) Comment on the writer's reference to the unique
feature of coffee plant. (paragraph 2)

(c) List the reason why the author refers to humans as
great threat’ to coffee plants.

(d) Select an option that conveys the same meaning
as ‘energiser’ from words used in paragraph 3.
(i) Bland (ii) Mature
(i) Antioxidant (iv) Stimulants

(e) Complete the given sentence with an appropriate
inference with respect to the following:

Fats and carbohydrates turn into essential olls
leading to ....ccuinnas

(f) Comment on the writer's reference to the
interesting phenomenon in paragraph 4.

(9) Overextraction does not glve a stronger coffee.
Based on your understanding of paragraph 6, list
one method to get a stronger coffee.

(h) The writer would not agree with the given
statements based on paragraph five EXCEPT.
(i) The burr grinder grinds coffee beans unifarmly.
(I} Less surface area makes extraction easler,
(I} Grinding glves stronger aroma.
(lv) Good coffee Is a mix of smaller and blgger
particles.

(I) Why is it fair to say that the right degree of
extraction of coffee is Important?

(J) Select the most suitable title of the above passage.
(I) The Art of Coffee Making
(Ii) Benefits of Consuming Coffee
(I} Green Caffee - The Perfect Antioxidant
(iv) The Coffee Addlct

Answers 5

a. (Il) were not aviare of different forms of coffee.

b. Coffee plant produces a chemical known as
caffelne that acts as a natural pesticide but It
attracts human belngs.

¢. The chemical (caffeine) that coffee plant secretes
keeps pests away but [t attracts humans. Humans
are known for over exploltation of natural
resources. So. the author refers to humans as
‘great threat’ to coffee plants.

d. (iv) Stimulants

e. the characteristic taste and aroma of the coffee
beans.

f. The interesting phenomenon discussed In
paragraph 4 Is about the turning of the bland
green bean to a flavourful coffee bean.

g. Based an our understanding of paragraph 6. ve
can say that to get a stronger coffee more coffee
powder has to be used.

h. (i) The burr grinder grinds coffee beans uniformly.

i. It Is fair to say that the right degree of extraction
of coffee is important because underextraction
will not get all the flavours of the coffee as the
water runs too qulickly and It will make the coffee
taste sour. On the other hand. overextraction wrill
make the coffee taste bitter.

i- (i) The Art of Coffee Making

o
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Passage 5
Academics has always been an essential part of
human development. It prepares us (o survive in
the outside world and estublish an identity of our
own. But, is an individual’s development restricted
to merely academics? In India, from an early age,
we have been taught that education is limited to the
boundaries of acudemics only; the idea of getting
out into the field, for gaining practical experience,
is nlways considered o hoax. This has hindered
students’ development. But the truth is that education
represents a considerably broader field than we know
of it. Our teaching, from the basics, has been focused
on getting good grades und job ofters, rather than
being creative and unique.
In the 21st century, the purc ncademics type of
education is slowly paving way for a whole new type.
The paradigm shift in the whole education system
is evident. People have now come to undersiund
thut education is u 360 degree activity that should
focus on students' overall development, rather than
restricting them to the classroom.
Co-curricular activities that take place outside the
clngsroom but reinforce or supplement classroom
curriculum, in some way, have become a point of
focus toduy. Such activities help in the growth of the
child, in more than one way, Participating in these
nctivities helps the youngsiers grow mentally und
emotionally, socinlly and individually. Intellectunl
development of u student may tnke pluce in the
classroom, but for the westhetic development, such
as tcum building, character building and physical
growth, a student must step out into the outside world.
For instance, if o student is a part of school football
team, he/she will learn team-work and coordination,
in n practical manner, which cannot be taught in the
class.
Similarly, in colleges and institutions, therc is a
need for proctical exposure so thot the students
can expericnce the actual working of the industry.
For example, toking o student to o manufocturing
firm will give him/her the real insight und better
learning of the industry. Catering (o this change,
most professional colleges, including B-schools,
have started providing practical exposure to students
through regular guest lectures, industrinl visits,
conferences, seminars, cultural festivals and so
on. With industry visits, students arc able to better
identify their prospective areas of work in the overall
organisational function. Morcover, they help enhance
interpersonal skills and communication techniques.
In nddition, guest lectures are equally important for
all-round development of students. It is o great way
for students (o gain moximum exposure, as the guest
speakers talk about their real life experiences and not
what is there in the textbooks.
Through such events, stdents are made Lo
participate and coordinate different events wherein
they get to know how exactly things are managed.
Classroom teaching provides the foundation and

co-curricular activities provide practical exposure
and opportunities to implement what students learn
in the classroom. This helps in developing the overall
personality of an individual, inculcating various soft-
skills in them, which otherwise are difficult to teach.
Clearly, life beyond academics creates creative and
empowered professionals.

Answer the following questions, based on the above
passage.

(a)

(b)

()

(d)
(e)

(f)
(9)
(h)
()

The shift in the education system means:
(I) to restrict to classroom activities

(Il to focus on academic development

(iii) to Ignore 360 degree activity

(iv) to focus on overall development

Guest speakers talk about:

A. all-round development

B. thelr real life experiences

C. what is in textbooks

D. gaining exposure

(I) Aonly (I) Bonly
(il) C only (iv) Cand D

What has hindered students’ development in
India?

Classroom teaching provides .....c...cun.
From earlier times, what has not been the focus of
education?
I Gotting good marks | I Gotting job offers
Option A Optlon B
Iden of gaining Individunl’s
proctical knowlodgo dwal&)p;ggg;l[gﬁ:tﬂrlcmd
Option C Optlon D
(I) Optlon A (Il) Optlon B
(i) Option C (iv) Optlon D
What should students do for the aesthetic

development?

To get a better insight Into Industry, students
should .......uee.

What kind of co-curricular activities have become a
point of focus today?

What is the relationship between (A) and (B)?

A. ........ the pure academics type of education is
paving way for a whole new type.

B. ........ people have now come to understand that
education is a 360 degree activity.

(I) B contradicts A

(Il) B elabarates A

(i) They are not related In any way

(iv) A refutes B

Answers

a. (lv) to focus on overall development
b. (ii) B only
C. In Indla. we have been taught from an early age

that education Is Umited to the boundarles of
academics only and the idea of getting out into

|
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the field for gaining practical experience Is always
considered a hoax. This has hindered students’
development In Indla.

d. the foundation e. (iii) Option C

f. For the aesthetic development, such as team
building. character building and physical growth.
a student should move out of the classroom and
participate in outdoor games.

g. visit Industry

h. The co-curricular activities that take place outside
the classroom but relnforce or supplement
classroom currlculum in some way, have become
a polnt of facus today.

i. (I) B elaborates A
Passage 6

1. The role friends play in our lives has become
significantly greater than at any other time, in our
history. Today many of us live and work at great
distances from where we were born or we grew up
and are separated from our original families. The pain
we feel when we nre oway from our fumilies can be
significant.

2. The hoppiness of the individual relies on friendships
which form n necessary human connection. Itis perfectly
normnl to need and want friends and depression is more
prevalent umong those who luck friends. They lack the
intimncy and richness friends can bring into our lives,
Frequendy friends reflect similor values to us. Yet these
vilues nre often different from the ones we grew up
with; they nre the values we crented for ourselves in our
adult lives.

3. Communication skills are  funduomentnl  in  all

friendships. The more friends and acquuintunees one
has, the greater are one's communicution skills. Somo
call these, people skills.

4. Like watering n plant, we grow our friendships (and

all our relationship) by nurturing them. Friendships
need the same attention as other relationships, if they
are to continue. These relatonships can be delightfully
non-judgemental, supportive, understanding and fun.

5. Sometimes a friendship can bring out the positive side

that you ncver show in any other relutionship. This mny
be because the pressure of playing a ‘role’ (daughter,
partner or child) is removed. With o friend you arc to be
yourself and free to change. Of course you are free to do
this in all other relutionships ns well, but in fricndship
you gel (o have lots of rehearsals and discussion about
changes s you cxpericnee them. It is an unconditional
experience where you receive as much as you give,
You can cxplain yourself to a friend openly without the
fear of hurting a family member. How do friendships
grow? Thc answer is simple. By revealing yourself;
being attentive; remembering whal is most important 1o
your friend and asking them about it; putting yoursclf
in their position, showing empathy; seeing the world
through the eyes of your friend you will understand the
value of friendship. All this means learning o accept
a person from o completely different fumily 1o your

own or perhaps someone from a completely different
cultural background. This is the way we learn tolerance.
In tum we gain tolerance and acceptance for our own
difference.

6. Fricndships are mode by being considerate which
means all the communication skills come into play;
active listening skills, questioning skills, ncgotiation
skills, reflecting content skills, reflecting emotion
skills, and editing yourself.

7. Friendships offer a great opportunity to learn about
yourself because a friend can reflect back (o you ‘how
you come across in the world'. They also allow you to
practice skills in dealing with ‘personal boundaries' by
looking afler yourself ng well us your friend. They help
you develop resilience in relation to the wider social
world beyond your family.

Answer the following questions, based on the above

passage.

(a) Friendships grow by:

(i) revealing yourself (ii) belng reticent
(iif) showing Indifference  (iv) All of these
(b) The more friends we have, the greater are our

(c) In the passage nurturing friendship has been
comparad to:
(1) bringlng up children
(i) watering plants
(i) looking after the patients
(iv) helping the nelghbours
(d) How do we learn tolerance?
(e) Choose the synonym of ‘prevalent.
() Irregular () Uncommon
(ll) Frequent (iv) Umlted
(f) How is friendship different from other
relationships? Mention two points that you can
Infer from the passage.

(g) Friendships help In developing .........ueu. In relation
to the broader social world.

(h) Select the option that lists what we can conclude
from the text.

A. Friendships are made by belng considerate.

B. Friendships do not need the same attention as
other relationships.
C. Friendships grow by showing empathy.
(i) A and B are true
(i) B and C are true
(i) A and C are true
(iv) AlL A, B and C are false

(i) Mention the communication skills which help in
building friendship.

Answers »

a. () revealing yourself b. communication skills
c. () watering plants

d. The company of friends from different cultural
backgrounds teaches us tolerance. Frlendship

L L L o o
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means learning to accept a person from a
completely different family to your own or from
a completely different cultural background. Thls
Is the way we learn tolerance.

e. (lll) Frequent
f. Friendship is different from other relationships as:
(I) It Is an unconditional experlence where one
receives as much as one glves.
(ii) it can bring out the positive side that one never
shows In any other relatlonship.
g. resilience
h. (lll) A and C are true
i. Active Ustening skills, questioning skills,
negotlation skills. reflecting content  skills,
reflecting emation skills and editing yourself are
the communication skills which help In bullding
friendship.

Passage 7

. The art of living is learnt easily by thoss who are

positive and optimistic. From humble und simple
people to great leaders in history, science or literature,
we can learn a lot about the art of living, by having a
peep into their lives. The daily routines of these great
men not only revenl their different, mny be unique life
styles, but also help us learn certain hubits and practices
they followed. Here nre some; rend, enjoy and follow in
their footsteps as it suits you.

. A private workplooe always helps. Jane Austen asked

that n certain squeaky hinge should never be oiled so
that she always had o warning whenever someone
was appronching the room where she wrote, Willinm
Fuulkner, lacking o lock on his study door, detached the
doorknob nnd brought it into the room with him. Mark
Twain's fumily knew better than (o breach his study
door-they would blow u horn to druw him out. Gruhom
Greene went even further, renting o secret office; only
his wife knew the address and the telephone number.
After all, everyone of us needs o workplace where wo
can work on our creation uninterruptedly, Equally we
need our private space (oo!

. Adaily walk has always been a source of inspiration. For

many artists, a regular swroll was essenually a creative
inspiration. Churles Dickens fumously took three hour
walks every afternoon, and what he abserved on them
fed directly into his writing. Tchuaikovsky could moke
do with a two hour jaunt but wouldn't return o moment
curly; convinced that doing so would muoke him ill.
Ludwig van Beethoven took lengthy strolls after lunch,
carrying a pencil and puper with him in case inspirution
struck. Nineteenth century composer Erik Satie did the
same on his long hikes from Puris to the working-cluss
suburb where he lived, stopping under street lamps o
jot down ideas thut came on his Journey; it's rumoured
that when those lamps were turned off during the war
years, his music declined too. Many great people had
limited social life too. One of Simone de Beauvoir's
closc frionds puts it this way. *“There were no receptions,
parties. It was an unclutered kind of life, a simplicity

deliberntely constructed so that she could do her work™.
To Pablo, the idea of Sunday was an 'at home day’.

4. The routines of these thinkers are difficult. Perhaps it
is because they are so unattainoble. The very idea that
you can organise your time as you like is out of reach
for most of us, so I'll close with a toast to all thosc
who worked with difficulties. Like Francine Prose,
who began writing when the school bus picked up her
children and stopped when it brought them back; or
T.S. Eliot, who found it much easier to write once he
had o day job in a bunk thon he had as a starving poet
and even F. Scott Fitzgerald, whose early books were
written in his strict schedule os 0 young military officer.
Those dayy were not as interesting u8 the nights in Paris
thot came later, but they were much more productive-
and no doubt easier on his liver.

5. Being forced 1o follow someone else's routine may
imitate, but it mnkes it casier to stay on the path.
Whenever we break that trail ourselves or tnke an easy
path of least resistance, perhaps what's most important
is thut we keep walking.

Answer the following questions, based on the above

passage.

(a) How did F, Scott Fitzgerald write his early books?

(b) The writers in the past used to:

(i) follow a certaln dally routine
(Il) enjoy the publc Ufe
(ill) drink a lot
(Iv) travel a lot
(c) What did composer Erik Satle use to do?
(d) According to the passage the writers in thelr dally

routings ..o :

(e) Choose the synonym of ‘stroll’.
(1) Wander (i) Jump
(i) Rest (iv) Argue

(f) Everyone of us needs a workplace where we can

ErrRRRRERRRRRE

(9) What did Beethoven take with him during hls long
walk?
(I) Guitar and flute (Il) Bread and butter
(i) Pencll and paper (Iv) Rice and curry

(h) Who can leamn the art of living easily?

(I) A statement of Assertion (A) is followed by a
statement of Reason (R). Choose the carrect
answer out of the given choices.

Assertion (A): We can learn a lot about the art
of living, by having a peep Into the lives of great
leaders.

Reason (R): For many artists, a regular stroll was

never a creative Inspiration.

(i) Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and
Reason (R) Is the correct explanation of Assertion
(A)

(ii) Bath Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true but
Reason (R) Is not the correct explanation of
Assertion (A)

(ll) Assertion (A) Is true but Reason (R) Is false

(iv) Assertion (A) is false but Reason (R) is true

L L L o o



r - -

L.

Answers .

a. F. Scott Fitzgerald virote his early books In his
strict schedule as a young military officer. Those
days were not as Interesting as the nights In
Paris that came later, but they were much more
productive and easler an his Uver.

b. (i) follow a certain daily routine

€. Composer Erik Satie used to go on long walks

from Paris to the working-class suburb where he

Uved. He used to stop under street lamps to write

down the Ideas that came on his journey.

had unlque life styles

(1) Wander

work on our creation uninterruptedly

(Iif) Pencll and paper

People who are positive and optimistic can learn

the art of lving easlly. The mast Important thing

is to stay on the path that one has chosen and to
keep walklng an It.

i. (lil) Assertion (A) Is true but Reason (R) s false
Passage 8

Giving soothes an individual with the vibration of joy.
Unconditional giving is a nawral principle and evident
cverywhere in nnture which gives us sollds, liquids und
mincruls, Waler gives itself awuy for our agriculture
und other uses. Trees give flowens, fruits and wood. Air
gives ug the very life-breath and the sun gives uy light
of life.

Even the animals give us milk, egg, meal, skin and
various services. But what do we humans contribute
to the cosmos in ratum? Isn't our role predominalely
selfish and destructive? We expand civilisation 10
disturb ecological balance, spread pollution in the fresh
natural atmosphere, indulge in ruthless deforestution,
kill animals even for sport and consume all natural
resources for our own selfish inlerest.

It is nlwnys greut to make donations, but what about
giving your own time? It's wonderful to drop
off used clothing, books and toys ot a shelter for
the homeless, but what about spending an hour
each week reading and playing with the deprived
children? Come face-to-face with the person you are
helping. It will make your giving more meaningful.

It is not about just the time that you give to the deprived
children, but what you give to your fumily. Are you
there when they need you? Or, is it always you who
demnnd help and cooperation from the rest of your
fanmily members? How much do you care for the clderly
that live with you or ure fur away from you? How do
you utilise your spare moments? Isn't it that you just sit
before the television and keep on flipping the channels
trying to find something that suits your interest? Shut it
down! ...... You can use these precious spare moments
maoking a ‘Get Well Soon’ card for your grandmother,
or someone dear (o you not in good spirits, or send a
letter via Intemet. Why be on the ‘Facebook’ all the

Smoap e

time chatting with your friends whom you already meet
daily at school?

5. The law of Karma is a natural law whereby we are
paid back in the same coin. We have added much for
our comforts but we have not been able to attain any
trunquillity. We are conslantly huunted by excessive
greed for grabbing which is severely disturbing pesceful
coexistence. We rarely do what we can for preservation
of nature and even our own fellow men. We have not
moved much from the primitive selfish mentality where
self-preservation was the law for survival.

6. What cun we give back o the cosmos? We humans are
predominantly gifted with mind and intellect. These are
very sharp instruments indeed which can be used as
surgeon's knife for healing or nn instrument for killing.
Instead of nurturing anger, jealousy, hatred, sclfishness
and animosity, we can spread love, care, kindnesy
and benevolence to all, thereby wunsform the earthly
vibration into a heavenly one. If not anything else, we
can ut least pray for the hoppiness and well being of
all. We are here in the image of God. We huve divine
inheritance of love, wisdom nnd self-transformntion.
We may resolve to be engaged in divine enjoyment of
nature and God's creation with love, Jesus said, ""Those
that give shall receive.”

7. Instead of being alwuys at the receiving end, let v
abide the principle of giving by all means nnd scc how
things change for humanity at lurge.

Answer the following questions, based on the above

passage.

(a) The princlple of ............ . Is seen everywhere in
nature.

(I) law

(i) disclplne

(iif) love

(iv) unconditional glving

(b) Glving bacomes warthwhile by:
(I) donating old clothes to the needy
(Ii) donating books and toys to the homeless
(lif) spending an hour with the deprived children
(iv) None of the above
(c) Our peaceful co-existence Is disturbed by ..............

(d) The sharp Instruments humans are gifted with are

(e) How Is our attitude towards nature?
(f) What Is the 'law of Karma'?

(9) Read the given statements and choose the correct
option.
A.Come face-to-face with the person you are
helping.
B. We have moved much from the primitive selfish
mentality.
(i) B elaborates A
(i) B contradicts A
(iii) Ais true but B Is false
)

(iv) Both A and B are false

|



(h)

(i)

We have divine inheritance of:

A.Wisdom
B. Self-transformation
C. Love
() AandC (i) Band C
(i) AandB (iv) AlLA.BandC

What can we give back to the cosmos?

Answers

a. (Iv) unconditional glving

b. (lll) spending an hour with the deprived children

C. our excessive greed

d. mind and intellect

e. Our attitude towards nature Is predominately
selfish and destructive. We expand clvilisation
to disturb ecological balance, spread pollution,
indulge in deforestation, kill animals even for
sport and consume all natural resources for
selfish interest.

f. The law of Karma Is a natural law whereby we
are pald back In the some caln. We have added
much for our comforts but we have not been
able to attaln any tranquillity.

g. (iii) A ls true but B Is false

h. (iv) AlLA. B and C

i. We humans are gifted with mind and Intellect. We
can spread love, care, kindness and benevolence
to all, thereby transform the earthly vibration
Into a heavenly one. If not anything else, we can
at least pray for the happlness and vsell belng af
all.

Passage 9

Maoharann Pratnp ruled over Mewar only for 25 years.
However, he accomplished so much grundeur during
this reign that his glory surpassed the boundaries
of counirics und time turmed him into an immortal
personality. He along with his kingdom became a
synonym for valour, sacrifice and patriotism. Mcwar
had been a leading Rajput kingdom even before
Maharann Pratap occupied the throne.

Kings of Mewar, with the cooperation of their nobles
and subjects, had established such waditions in the
kingdom, as nugmented their mngnificence despite the
hurdles of having a smaller area under their command
and less population. There did come a few thorny
occasions when the flag of the kingdom seemed
sliding down. Their flag once again heaved high in the
sky thanks to the gallantry and brilliance of the people
of Mcwar.

The destiny of Mcwar waos good in the senso thot
barring a few kings, most of the rulers were competent
and patriodc. This glorious truditon of the kingdom
almost continued for 1500 years since its establishment,
right from the rcign of Bappa Rawal. In fuct only 60
years before Maharann Pratap, Rann Sanga drove
the kingdom to the pinnocle of fame. His reputation
went beyond Rajosthan and reached Delhi. Two

generations before him, Rana Kumbha had given a
new stature to the kingdom through victories and
developmental work. During his reign, literature and
art also progressed extraordinarily. Rana himself was
inclined towards writing and his works are read with
reverence even (oday. The ambience of his kingdom,
was conducive lo the creation of high quality work
of art and literature. Thesa accomplishments were
the outcome of a long-standing tradition sustained by
several generations.

3. The life of the people of Mewar must have been
peaceful and prosperous during the long span of time;
otherwise such extroordinary accomplishment in these
fields would not have been possible. This iy reflected
in their art and literature as well as their loving nature.
They compensate for lack of admirable physique by
their firm but pleasant nature. The ambience of Mewar
remains lovely, thanks to the cheerful and liberal
character of its people.

4. One may observe ustonishing picces of workmunship

not only in the foris and palaces of Mewar but also in
public utility buildings. Ruins of many structures, which
are sull standing tall in their grandeur, are testimony o
the fuct thot Mewar was not only the land of the bruve
but nlso n seat of art and culwre. Amidst aggression and
bloodshed, liternture and art flourished and crentive
pursuity of liternture and artists did not suffer.
Imagine, how glorious the period must have been when
the Vijnyu Stambhn, which is the snmple of our great
ancient architecture even today was constructed. In the
sume fort, Kirti Stambha is stunding high, reflecting
how liberal then administration was which allowed
people from other communitics und kingdoms to
come and carry out construction work. It is useless to
indulge in the debuate whether the Vijaya Stambha was
constructed first or the Kirti Stambhn. The fact is that
both arc standing side by side and reveal the proximity
between the king nnd the subjects of Mewar.

8. The cycle of time does not remain the same, Wherens
the reign of Rann Sanga was crucinl in mising thoe
kingdom to the ncme of glory, it also proved (o be his
nemesis. History took u turn, The fortunc of Mewar---
the land of the bruve, started wuning. Rana tried to save
tho duy with his acumen, which was running ngainst the
stream and the glorious traditions for sometime.

Answer the following questions, based on the above

passage.

(a) How was Mewar fortunate?

(I) All of Its rulers were competent
(i) Most of its people were competent
(iii) Most of its rulers were competent
(lv) Only a few of Its people were Incompetent
(b) When thorny occasions came:
(i) the flag of Mewar seemed to be lowered
(ii) the flag of Mewar was holsted high
(i) the people of Mewar became Impatient
(iv) most of the rulers showed patlence
(c) Why did Maharana Pratap become immortal?
(d) What were the difficulties in the way of Mewar?
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()

()

(h)

Rana Sanga drove the kingdom to the................

We may observe astonishing pieces of workmanship
in Mewar’s:

A. Public utility buildings

B. Palaces
C. Forts
(i) Aand C (i) Aand B
(i) BandC (lv) ALA. BandC

Read the given statements and choose the correct

option.

A.Rana Kumbha contributed a lot to the glory of
Mewar.

B. Rana Kumbha gave a new stature to the kingdom
through victories and developmental work.

(1) B elaborates A

(ii) B contradicts A

() A'ls true but B Is false

(Iv) Both A and B are false

Art and literature could flourish in Mewar because

) —

How was the life of the people of Mewar?

Answers

a. (Ill) Most of Its rulers were competent

b. (i) the flag of Mewar seemed to be lowered

C. Maharana Pratap became Immortal because he
added a lot of grandeur to Mewar and his name
became a synonym for valour, sacrifice and
patrlotism. His glory surpassed the boundaries of
countries and time turned him Into an Immaortal

The kings of Mewar established the glorlous
tradition of the kingdom which continued for
a very long time but there were the hurdles of
having a smaller area under thelr command and

f. (v) AWLA. B and C

. long-standing tradition sustalned by generations
. The life of the people of Mewar must have been
peaceful and prosperous. This Is reflected In thelr
art and literature as well as thelr loving nature.
The amblence of Mewar remalns lovely because
of the cheerful and liberal character of its people.

Passage 10

(i)
personality.
d.
less population.
e. peak of fame
g. (I) B elaborates A
h
i
1

. Too many parents these days can't say no. As a resull,

they find thomselves mising children who respond
greedily 1o the advertisements aimed right at them.
Even petting what they want doesn't satsfy some
kids; they only want more. Now, a growing number of
psychologists, cducators and paronts think it's time (o
stop the madness and start teaching kids about what are
really important values like hard work, contentment,
honesty and compassion. The struggle to sct limits
has never been tougher and the stakes have never
been higher. One recent study of adults, who were

overindulged as children, paints a discouraging picture
of their future; when given too much too soon, they
grow up (o be adults who have difficulty coping with
life's disappointments. They also have a dislorled sense
of entitlement that gets in the way of success in the
workplace and in relationships.

Psychologists say that parents who overindulge their
kids set them up o be more vulnerable (o future anxiety
and depression. Today's parents, themselves raised on
values of thrift and self-sacrifice, grew up in a culture
where ‘no' wus o houschold word. Toduy's kids want
much more, partly because there is s0 much more o
want. The oldest members of this ‘Generation Excess'
were  born in the late 1980, just as PCs and video
games were making their assault on the family rooms.
They think of MP3 players and flat-screen TVs as
essential utilities and they have developed strategies
o get them. One survey of leenagers found that when
they cruve something new, most expect o ask nine
times before their parents give in the every measure,
parents are shelling out record amounts. In the heart of
this buying blitz, even parents who desperately need to
suy no find themselves reaching for their credit cards.
Todny's parents ure not equipped o deal with the
problem. Many of them raised in the 1960s and 1970s,
sworo they'd nct differantly from their purents and have
closer relntionships with their own children. Many cven
wear the same designer clothes as their kids and listen
(o the same music. And they work more hours; ut the
end of a long week, it's empting 1o buy peace with
‘yes' and not mar precious fumily time with conflict.
Anxicty about the future is another fuctor. How do
well-intentioned purents suy no to all the sports gear
and arts and languoge lessons they believe will help
their kids thrive in nn increasingly competitive world?
Experts agree: too much love wan't spoil a child. Too
few limits will.

What parents need to find is o balance between the
advuntages of nn nffluent society and the critical life
lessons thot came from wailing, soving and warking
hard to achieve goals. That search for balance has to
start carly. Children need limits on their bohnviour
becuuse they feel better und more secure when they
live within a secure structure, Older children learn
self-control by watching how others, especially their
parenls act. Learning how lo overcome challenges is
essentinl o become a successful adult. Few parents
ask kids to do chores, They think their kids are already
overburdened by social and academic pressures.
Every individunl can be of service 1o others und life
has meaning beyond one's own immediate hoppiness.
That means parents eager (o teach values have o take
a long, hard look at their own.

Answer the following questions, based on the above
passage.

(@ .

wrensennsnnnnness WOULD have difficulty in coping with
life’s disappointments.

(b) What do parents need to find?
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(c) Critical lessons of life come from:

(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

(1) teachers
(i) dealing with problems
(iii) Knowledge
(lv) None of the above
What do many psychologists, educators and
parents think now?

Choose the antonym of ‘Conflict!
(i) Clash (ii) Strife
(Iif) Harmony (lv) Rivalry
Select the option that lists what we can conclude
from the text.

A.Today's parents have promised to have closer
relatlonships with their children.

B. Today’s parents have promised to act differently
from their parents.

C. Experts say too much love spoils a child.
() AandC are true

(i) A and B are true

(i) B and C are true

(iv) AlLA. B and C are true

............... is essential to become a successful adult.

(h) Read the given statements and choose the correct

()

optlon.
A. Today’s kids want much mora.
B. There Is so much mare to want.
(I) Arefutes B
(i) Als true and B Is false
() B Is the cause of A
(lv) They are not related In any way
How do older children learn self-control? Why do
most parents not ask kids to do chores?

Answers

a. Adults who were overindulged as children

b. Parents need to find a balance between the
benefits of an affluent soclety and the critical
life lessons learnt through patience. saving and
viorking hard to achleve goals.

C. (iv) None of the above

d. Many psychologists. educators and parents think
that it's time to start teaching kids important
values like hard work, contentment. honesty and
compasslon. It's also time to set the lUmits.

(i) Harmany f. () Aand B are true

Passage 11

. The effects of plastic bags on the environment are really

quite devastating. The needless deaths from plastic
bogs are increasing every year. While there are many
objeclions o the banning of plastic bags based solely
on their convenience, the domage to the environment
needs o be ussessed Loo.

. The environmental balance of the waterways is being

thrown off by the rate of plastic bags finding their way
into the mouths and intestinal tracts of sea mammals.
As one species beging (o die off at an abnormal rate,
every other living organism in the waterways is also
impacted.

. Theindefinite period of time that it tnkes for the averuge

plastic bag to breuk down can be literully hundreds of
years. Every bag that ends up in the woodlands of the
country threatens the nntural progression of wildlife.
Because the breakdown rate is so slow, the chances that
the bag will hnrmlessly go away are extremely slim,
Throughout the world, plastic bags are responsible for
the suffocation deaths of woodland animals as well as
for inhibiting soil nutrients. The land litter that is maode
up of plastic bags has the potential (o kill over and
over again. It has been estimated that one bag has the
potential to unintentionally kill one animal every three
months due (o indigestion or inhalation,

. While it's a noble thought to place the plastic bags in

the reeycling bin every week, studies huve proven that
there arc very few recycling plants that nctually recycle
them. Most municipalities cither bum them or send
them off to the landfill after sorting. This is because it
can be exponsive to recycle this type of plastic. It does
not melt down easily and Is often not fit to be reused in
its original form,

. The premise of recycling these bogs is nice. Yet funding

for the upgruding of the recycling units just has not
hoppened und thus less than 1% of all bagy are sent lo
recycling plunts worldwide. Most are left to become n
pollution problem in anc way or another.

. There are alwnys alternntives to plastic bags and the

search for better and maore alternatives continues. Paper
bags are a possible option, but they also take their toll
on the environment. The use of trees (o increase the
production of paper products will also have a negative
environmentol effect.

. Reusable plastic bags are being introduced in regions

that want to outlaw the plastic bags altogether. Theso arc
stronger and more durnble and cnn be used for three to
five trips (o the store. Of course, the reusable cloth bag
is fust becoming a favourite among the environmental
supparters. While so fur no bag is without its issues,
these are the bags that are currendy recommended for
use to help protect environmental concerns.

Answer the following questions, based on the above
passage.

(a) People do not want to put a ban on plastic bags

Learning how to overcome challenges
(1) B Is the cause of A

T e
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Older children learn self-control by watching how
others, especlally thelr parents act. Most parents
don't ask kids to do chores because they think
thelr kids are already overburdened by soclal and
academic pressures.

because:
(i) they are cheap and convenient
(if) they are not so harmful
(i) they are durable
(iv) they can be disposed off
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(b) What is throwing off the environmental balance of
the waterways?

(c) Which signboard will be the best one regarding
the environmental concerns?

[ Use Jute Bags I | Use Paper Bags ]
Optlon A Option B
I Use Plastic Bogs | I Use Cloth Bags |
Optlon C Option D
(I) Option A (I) Option B
() Option C (Ilv) Option D
(d) What do most municipalities do to the plastic
bags? Why?
(e) The average plastic bag breaks down in............. ;

(f) As per the estimation how can a plastic bag kill
one animal?
(9) The use of paper bags has a ......ccoieiiiienns on the
environment.
(h) The word 'litter’ means:
(1) a unit to measure milk, petrol. etc.
(i) rubbish
(lif) a heap of corn
(Iv) a heap of rotten papars
(i) Read the glven statements and choose the correct
option.
A.There are always alternatives to plastic bags.

B.The search for better and more alternatives
continues.
i) Ais true but B Is false

() Als false but B Is true

(I} Both A and B are false

(lv) Both A and B are true
Answers |—

a. (I) they are cheap and convenlent

b. The environmental balance of the waterways Is
belng thrown off by the death of many specles
of sea mammals caused by plastic bags finding
thelr way Into the mouths and Intestinal tracts
of sea mammals. As one specles begins to die
off quickly, every other living organism in the
waterways Is also Impacted.

c. (lv) Option D

d. Most municlpalities elther burn the plastic bags
or send them off to the land fill after sorting.
They do so because recycling the plastic bags
can be expensive.

e. an Indefinite period of time

f. As per the estimation, one plastic bag has the
potentlal to unintentionally kill ane animal every
three months due to Indigestion ar Inhalatian.

g. negative effect
h. (i) rubbish
i. (Iv) Both A and B are true

3.

Passage 12

[ have lived in Rishikesh for 15 years and have scen
the shift in the mindset of India’s younger generation.
While they are patriotic, prepared (o join any
movement, march, wave political flags, join Facebook
groups, they are not, in most cases, convinced by
India's culture. In fact, they ask questions that
evidence their dissatisfaction with and disinterest in
what we call culture, values and sunskaoras.

“Why can't we date before marriage? Why do we live
in u joint family? I believe in God but not in temples
or puja. Why can't my parents understand?' They are
wrning from vegetarians o non-vegetariany, from
tectotalers (o drinkers, from obedient to rebellious
young adults at alurming rutes. And ut the same lime,
purents say: “"What's wrong with our children? They
are going astray."

My academic background is psychology from Stanford
University hence I am used (o doing analysis. I came
to India at the age of 25, having grown up in Los
Angeles, in the heart of American upper clags ‘modern’
culture und was so filled with delight by the grace,
the truth, the divinity, and the depth of traditional
Indinon culture thot—despite protests from people
buck home-] stuyed. I huve seen both the worlds, up
close hip American culture where acceptance is based
on how you look in a black mini-skirt; how many
times u week you're seen drinking coffee past 2 um
in the locul *hot spot'; how many drug-filled dens you
visit on a Saturday night. And I have seen the results.
Fifteen-year-oldy killed in drunken driving accidents,
night ufter night of sleeplessncss stealing the minds of
Ivy-League students, third marriages by 25, o country
where the most commonly prescribed medicines are
anti-depressunts, anti-anxiety medication and sleeping
pills,

There is much to be emuluted about Weslern culture—
its commitment 1o ecxcellence and perfection,
punctuality, reliobility, fulfilment of promises,
adherence to contracts, integrity and honesty--.-
attributes  which other countries like Indin would
benefit by odopting. But, tragically, what is being
adopted by mewopolitun Indian youth is the illusion
of (not real) sophistication, allure of glamour, myth of
muterial enjoyment that is seeping into Indinn culture.
Indin's culwre, values, cthics and waditions form the
foundation of a successful, meaningful and fulfilling
lite. If you ask n person in Los Angeles, stepping out
of her Mercedes, ""How are you?'" Chances are you
will get in reply a list of complaints—"*My back is
hurting; the housckeeper (maid) didn't show up; the
store rmn out of my favourite cereal; too much traffic
on the road............... " Put the same question to an
elderly Indian, and the chances are your question will
be answered with “*Sub Bhagwan ki kripa hai' This is
the fruit of culture: deep satisfaction despite ups and
downs of daily life. Apparently, God's kripa seems (o
have showered abundantly mare upon the LA woman.
Yet, shc needs a pill to go to sleep. A pill to wake up,
a pill to make it through the day.

L L L o o
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5. India’s values have kept Indin strong and united
despite thousands of years of invasions. They have
kept their minds and hearts independent even when
their country was colonised and oppressed.

6. However, today what is needed is a new vocabulary.
The youth of today are being raised differently from
those in previous generations. Information is at their
finger-tips. Modern science and technology have
rendered the inexplicable and impossible a decade
ago, child's play today. We cannot expect them 1o
accept “becuuse I snid o' or “because God made it
that way."

7. Most middle-aged Indinns today would never hove
dared disobey or question their parents. Therefore,
their children's continuous chant of “why?" seems
insolent and disrespectful. Today's youth have been
raised (o wonder; (0 question, to investigate, (0
discover.

8. Give them scientific, rationol, pragmatic reasons (o
be vegetnrion. Expluin that the meat industry is the
single largest contributor to world hunger as well as
environmental destruction. India iy the richest country
in the world in its depth of culture, values, ethics and
tradition. The values and ethics of centuries ago are just
as valid und applicable toduy us then. We only hove to
cxplain them differently.

Answer the following questions, based on the above

passage.
(a) What Is being adopted by metropolitan Indlan
youth?
(b) What is acceptance based on In hip Amerlcan
culture?
(c) The narrator of the passage grew up in ... :
(d) The narrator |5 used to......cceviuvennes
(e) Choose the synonym of ‘Insolent.
(1) Disrespectful (i) Modest
(Il) Serene (iv) Timid
(f) What has/have kept Indla strong and united?
() Indlan people (i) Indlan values

(Ill) People's dissatisfaction (lv) Indlan youth

(9) Read the given statements and choose the correct
option.
A.There Is much to be emulated about Western
culture.

B. Its commitment to excellence and perfection,
punctuality, integrity and honesty.
(I) A contradicts B
(i) B elaborates A
(Iif) Als true but B Is false
(iv) Als false but B Is true
(h) What has the narrator seen?
(i) How does India's younger generation show
patriotism?
A. By joining movements
B. By marching and waving political flags

C.By joining facebook groups

(I) AandB are true
() AandC are true
(i) B and C are true

(iv) ALA.B and C are true

Answers

a. Metropolitan Indlan youth Is adopting the Illusion
of sophistication. allure of glamour and myth of
material enjoyment

b. In hip American culture. acceptance Is based on

wearing modern dresses like minl-skirts, etc.. and
on gtaying out late at night drinking coffee or
visiting drug-filled dens.

. Los Angeles d. analyse things

. (1) Disrespectful f. (Il) Indlan values

(ii) B elaborates A

. The narrator has seen the shift in the mindset

of Indla's younger generation. While they are
patriotic, prepared to |oln any movement, march,
they are not. in mogt cases convinced by Indla's
culture.

i. (Iv) AlLA.B and C are true

Passage 13

JTm © N

. Education is the fundamental right of every Indian

citizen. It is nn important pre-requisite for the progress
of an individunl und of the nation. Other than primory
und secondury education, vocutionnl education i ulso
caiching up fust with today's generntion.

Vocationnl education refers to o system or course of
study which prepares individunls for jobs thot are bused
on manual or practical activities.

The plethora of opportunitics availuble in divernse
fields toduy meuns thot exnms are not the end of the
world. Gone are the days when students only opted for
n truditional curecr in engineering or medical counse.
Todny, youngsiers loak for satisfuction in the jobs they
do, und thus they prefer to pursue o carcer or field of
their interest.

Vocationnl education busicully consists of practical
courses through which one gains skills and expertisc
directly linked to o career in future. Moreover, with
the Indinn cconomy cxpanding, different scclors
are growing and so is the demand for professionals
in various fields. Professions like hnir cutting,
foshion designing, palmistry, footwear designing,
advertising, public relations, interior designing,
wedding planning, gift packing, toy moking, tourism
industry, mobile and gadget repairing nutrition and
fitness industry, gym culture and many more, have
witnessed a surge in demand by the people availing
these services, and it has resultantly pulled a large
number of aspirnnts into these vocations.

Not only do these professions offer umpicen
opportunities and a glorious career but also, most
of the time they do not require any major academic
qualification. All that is needed, is the honed skill

required for the profession, the enthusiasm to learn

L L L o o
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and the passionate desire to create something new
and unique. Then the sky becomes the limit. In
fact, through hard work and creativity, one can be
fur more successful and famous in the world than
those pursuing the regular field of study. There are
cndless personalities who did not fare well in exams
but, by choosing the career of their own choice and
working hard in the ficld they loved, have made a
distinguished name for themselves. Pablo Picasso,
Walt Disncy, Shiamaok Davar, Lata Mangeshkar, Bill
Gates, Jawed Habib, Ritu Kumar, Sachin Tendulkar
and many more have not pursued nn acedemic career,
yel are extremely successful today.

6. The growing demand for professionals had led (o
the opening up of institutes and training colleges to
provide training for the same. A formal vocational
truining follows a structured training programme
and provides certificates, diplomas or degrees,
recognised by State/Centrul Government or other
reputed concerns; informal vocational training
helps in ncquiring some marketing expertise, which
enables o person (o pursue the profession of his/her
cholce.

7. The purpose of the progmmmme is to cnhance
individunl employability, reduce the mismatch
between demnnd and supply of skilled manpower
and provide an alternative to those pursuing higher
education without particular interest or purpose.
There is o need to focus on skills for the informal
scctor as it is estimated that the Inrgest share of
new jobs in India is projected (o come from the
unargnnised sector that employs up to 93% of tho
national workforce and produces 60% of GDP.

8. IF ull the sectors of Indin join hands in providing the
different education patterns under one roof, it can
boost Indin's employment rates greatly. Vocational
education will not only provide jobs, but also give
many a reason to live n worthy and indepandent life.

Answer the following questions, based on the above

passage.

(a) Which of the following Is catching up fast with
today's generation?
() Fundamental education
(If) Primary education
(i) Secondary education
(Iv) Vocational education
(b) How does informal vocational training help
individuals?

(c) What is the purpose of vocational training?
(d) Choose the synonym of ‘plethora’
() Lack (i) Wrath ~ (ill) Excess  (iv) Myth
(e) Vocational education basically comprises ...
(f) The vocational education programme:
A.reduces the mismatch between demand and
supply of skilled manpower.
B. provides an alternative to those pursuing higher
education without interest.

C. reduces individual employability.
(i) Only A (i) Only B
(iii) Both Aand B (iv) AlLA, B and C
(g) There Is a need to focus on skills for........cc.u..
(h) Read the given statements and choose the correct
option.

A.The decreasing demand for professionals had
led to the closing of institutes and training
colleges.

B. Education is the fundamental right of every
Indian citizen.

(I) B elaborates A

() Als false and B Is true

(Il Both A and B are true

(lv) Both A and B are False

(i) What do youngsters today look for?

Answers

o}

. (iv) Vocatlonal education

b. Informal vocational training helps Individuals
in acquiring some marketing expertise, which
makes an Individual able to pursue the profession
of his/her choice.

c. The purpose of vocational tralning s to
enhance individual employability, minimise the
mismatch between demand and supply of skilled
manpower and provide an alternative to those
pursulng higher education without particular
Interest or purpose.

. (Ill) Excess e. practical courses
. (Iil) Both A and B g the Informol sector
. () A'ls false and B Is true

i. Today. youngsters look for satisfaction In the |abs
they do. So, they prefer to pursue a career or field
of thelr Interest.

- =) =n B

Passage 14

1. Concern about the effects of television on children
hus centred exclusively upon the contents of the
programmes which children watch. Social scigntists
and researchers do complex and ingenious experiments
o find out whether watching violent progrummes
makes children behave aggressively. But it is easy (o
overlook the simple fact thut one is nlways just watching
(clevision when sitting in front of the screen rather than
having any other experience.

2. Parents who are deeply troubled about the effects of
television upon their children have centred their conoern
on the subject matter of the programmes. A group called
Action for Children's Television (ACT) was formed
in the US not only to reduce the amount of violence
in programmes but also to prolest against incessant
commercial breaks which encouraged children to crave
for fashionable toys nnd unhcalthy foods. Onc of its
founders described its aims ''..... parents have the right
Lo ask that programmes aimed at the young should meet
the specific needs of children......"

L L L o o



3. But is it the needs of children which are at stake when

parents demand better programmnes?
Surely the fact that young children watch so much
television reflects the needs of parents o find a
convenient source of amusement for their offspring and
a period of quiet for themselves. Their anxieties ubout
the possible ill cffects of those hours of passive, quict
viewing are lessened if the time spent at least scems (o
be educational.

4. The real needs of young children are quite different.

They need to develop initintive and to find out things
for themselves; television provides answers (00
easily. Children need to acquire fundamental skills of
communication; television retards verbal development
becaouse the child is silent while watching it. Television
discourages the sort of games that cnable the young (o
discover their strengths and wenknesses, with the result
that as adults they will be lesg fulfilled.
Their need for fantasy is gratified fur betier by their
own make-believe activities than by the ndult-made
fantnsies oftered on television. Intellectunl stimulation
is provided more completely by manipulating, touching
and doing thon by passively watching und listening.

5. Oddly enough, the television industry, though often
cynical and self-serving in its exploitution of children,
sometimes unknowingly serves their best inlerests.
Becnuse television offers cheup junk progrummes,
conscicntious parents do in fact limit their children’s
viewing when such undesiruble progrummes are the
only ones available. Unfortunately, if organisution like
ACT succeed in improving the quality of programmes
significantly, the eflects on young children will be
more harmful because their permitted viewing time
will incrense und no matier how good their content,
TV programmes nre always o poor substitute for other
activities,

6. There nre n number of fullucies that have misled
parents into thinking that the problem of television
will be solved by improving its quality. It is suggested,
for example, thot o youngster unfamilior with TV
progrummes will find moking friends difficult ond
will be lubelled us un outsider. On the contrury, other
children will usually respect their independence and
recognise, even envy, the richness of their alternative
aclivities. More subtle is the mistaken belief that the
experience that children gain from watching television
is the same 18 when the adults watch television, their
own past and present cxpericnoes come into play, so
that they can test the view of the world presanied on the
small screen against their knowledge of real life. But
young children have very few real-life experiences to
set against their viewing, so that for them TV is primary
source of experience; their formative ycurs arc spent
largely in an unreal, unnotural, second-hand world.

7. Itis also universolly assumed that TV is an important
source of lcarning. Likc an animated picture book, it
presents in an easily digestible and entertaining way,

a great deal of information about the natural world,
history, current affairs, other countries and so on.
But the ‘knowledge' of today's television-educated
children, spouting words and ideus they do not fully
understand and ‘facts’ whose accuracy they cannot
judge from their limited expericnce, cannot compare
with the knowledge acquired by reading or activity. It
is then that children use their minds and their bodics,
their imaginative and reasoning power, to enrich their
lives.

8. Only when parcnts begin to question the nature of
television iself and its effects on their children and on
themselves us parents, will they begin to realise that it is
not the programme but television itself, and especially
the good progrummes, which poses the greater threat to
their children's well-being.

(Adapted from The Plug in Drug by Marie Winn)
Answer the following questions, based on the above
passage.

(a) Parents who are worried about the effects of TV
upon thelr children have focused thelr concern on:

(I) serlals shown on TV

() timings of TV programmes
(Ill) subject matter of the programmes
(iv) All of the above

(b) What does the group called ACT aim at?

(c) How does television affect a child's communicatlon
skills?
(d) TV is an important source of learning because:
(i) child doesn't need any book to learn
(Il) TV shows deal with a varlety of subjects
() TV presents a great deal of Information about
natural world, history and current affairs In an
easlly digestible and entertalning way
(lv) None of the above

(e) The full form of ACT Is ..cvvuiiinen

(f) The real needs of young children are .........u.

(g9) Pick the synonym of ‘acquire.
(i) Hamper (II) Obtain
(l) Compel (lv) Sacrifice

(h) Read the given statements and choose the correct
option.

A.Television offers cheap junk programmes.

B. Conscientious parents Llimit their children's
watching television.
(I) A contradicts B
(i) Ais the cause of B
(ill) A lstrue but B s false
(iv) Bath A and B are false

() Which knowledge is better—the one gained by
watching television or the one gained by reading
books? Why?

|



to our body und peuce to the mind. It is as if external
solutions will fulfil our needs, and we do not want o
muke uny specinl eforts even in our spiritunl search.

. Answers " 5. Pilgrims Lr.udiu'onally moved almz\d: creating a fee]ing‘
of belonging towards all conveying a message of

a. (iii) subject matter of the programmes brotherhood among all they came across wh:ethcr

b. The group called ACT alms at not only reducing in srnu]l caves, as!1rums or local seu!emenu_ [‘hc‘y

the amount of violence in programmes but bpopives. (e 1b|]v;ssmgs i CERmEITIA Gf_ yogts

also protesting against Incessant commerclal and m.uhm.nmi5 in return ?‘;h'?c Conc!”c{fng the:aiinrma

breaks which encouraged children to crave for of their pilghmige. A pilgrimage is ]]l.(c ot
B na et

fashlonable toys and unhealthy foads. sadhana 10 slluy near nuture and Lo experience a feeling

of oneness with it, o keep the body healthy and fulfilled

c. Televigion affects a child's communication skills with the small amount of food, while secking frecdom

in a negative way. It retards verbal development from uttachments and yet remaining hoppy while
because the child is silent while watching it. staying away from relatives and associates.

d. (iii) TV presents a great deal of information about 6. This is how a pilgrimage should be rather than making
natural world, history and current affalrs In it like a picnic by wking o large group along and living
an easily digestible and entertaining way in comfort, packing in entertainment, and tampering

e. Actlon for Children's Televislon with environment. What is worse is giving a boost (0

f. to develop Initiative and to find out things for |J~.;e ego of '"Wi"g had a speci!ll darshan. Now alms are

tRsiEElves dl!le:lbull:fd. ch.nn[y done while they brog about their
Spll'lfl._lll CXPCI‘IL‘!IC(‘!H.

g,' (1) Qbtaln h. (I} Alsthe cause of 8 7. We must embark on our spiritual journay by first
I. Knowledge galned by reading books Is better than undemstanding the grace and significance of &
the one gained by watching televislon because pilgrimage and following it up with the prescribed rules
while reading books. a child's mind and body are and rituals-that Is what translates into the ultimate and
at work and his Imaglnative and reasoning power beautiful medium of spiritual evolution. There is no

ts uged to enrich his Ufe. justification for tnmpering with nature,
Passage 15 8. A pilgrimoge is symbolic of contemplation and
. We ofien muoke ull things around us the way we want meditation and eceplance, and is 8 metuphor for the
them. Even during our pilgrimages we have begun (o constant g,mwlh'ur movement and love for noture that

look for whatever mukes our heart happy, gives comfort we should hold in our hearts.
9. This is the truth!

Answer the following questions, based on the above
passage.

QOur mind i3 resourceful—it works to find shortcuts in (a) What do we look for in pilgrimages these days?
simple und easy ways. (b} s can wash away imperfections.

2. Even pilgrimnges have been converied into tourism (c) A pilgrim can keep his body healthy...............
opportunities. [nstead, we must awaken our conscience (d) People, take up plous religlous journey for:

und souls und understand the truth. Let us not tumper (I) peace and knowledge  (Il) love and affection
with cither our own nature or that of the Supreme. (i) hatred and fear (iv) All of these

3. All our cleverness is rendered ineffective when nature (e) We satisfy our ego:
does a dunce of destruction. Its fury can and will wash (i) by having a speclal darshan
away wll imperfections. Indian culture, based on Vedic () by distributing alms
trealiscs assists in humnn evolution, but we nre now (ill) by treating it Uke a plcnic
using our cntirc cnergy in distorting these truditions (iv) Both (1) and (il)
according to our convenience instend of mnking cfforts (f) How should we not make a pllgrimage?

to moke ounselves \r\n’l'f.'.‘l".l'l)J af them. (g) A pilgrimage symbonses:
4. The irony is that humans are not even awure of the A. Meditation.

complacent attitude they have allowed themsclves 1o B. Acceptance.
sink to. Nature is everyoncs' Amma and her fierce C. Contemplation.

blows will sooner or later comer us and force us 1o () AandB () Band C
understand this truth. E.III‘HL'F, pilgrimngcs o pthLtS of U“) AandC (iV) AllLA.BandC

spiritwal significance were ritunls that were undertaken
when people became free from their worldly duties.
Even now some seekers lake up this pious religious

(h) How should we embark on our spiritual journey?
(i) Read the given statements and choose the correct

. _ option.
journey us a path (o peace and knowledge. Anyone A.We are now using our entire energy in distorting
travelling with this atiwde feels and travels with only teaditions

a few essential items that his body can carry. Pilgrims B.We should tamper with our own nature.
traditonally wavelled light, on foot, eating light, i) A elaborates B

dried chickpeas and fruits, or whatever was available. (i) A contradicts B

Pilgrims of olden days did not fecl the need o stay Y A s truebok B [B95ke

in special AC bedrooms, or travel by luxury cars or (v} Both A and B are false

indulge themselves with delicious food and savourics.
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| Answers |

a. In pligrimages these days. we look for whatever
makes our heart happy. glves comfort to our
body and peace to the mind. We do not want to
make any speclal efforts even In our spliritual
gearch.

. Nature's fury

. by eating small amount of food

. (i) peace and knowledge

. (iv) Both (1) and (ii)

mn Oon O

f. We should not make a pilgrimage Uke a picnic by
taking a large group along and living in comfort.
packing in entertainment and tampering with
environment. We should neither have a special
darshan nor brag about giving alms.

B: (iv) ALA.BandC

. We should embark on our splritual journey by

first understanding the grace and significance
of a pilgrimage and following it up with the
prescribed rules and rituals.

i. (lil) Als true but B Is false

=X

Case-based Factﬁal PASSAGES

Passage 1

. In recent years, there has been n surge in both group

and solo travel among young adults in Indio. A survey
conducted nmong young ndults aged 18-25 nimed (o
explorc the reasons behind their truvel preferonces
and recorded the percentage variation for 10 common
points that influence trovel choices.

Among those who prefer solo truvel, the most common
reason cited wns the desire for independence and
freedom (58%), followed closely by the opportunity for
introspection und self-discovery (82%). Additionally,
solo truvellers nppreciated the ubility to customise their
itinerary to their prefesences (44%) and the chance (o
meet new people on their own terms (36%).

On the other hund, those who prefer group travel
often cited the desire for socialising and moking new
friends (61%) us their primary reason. Group trovel also
provided o sense of security and safety in unfumilior
pluces (52%) and allowed for shared cxpericnees
and memories with others (48%). Addidonally,
group trovellers enjoyed the convenience of having
pre-planned itineraries and orgnnised trunsportution
(38%).

Interestingly, both groups had similar levels of interest
in exploring new cultures and trying new experiences
(40% for solo truvellers, 36% for group truvellers).
Similuarly, both groups valued the opportunity to relux
and escape from the stresses of everyday life (36% for
solo travellers, 32% for group travellers).

However, there were also some notuble differcnces
between the two groups. For example, solo travellers
placed a higher priority on budget-friendly wavel
optons (38%) compared to group truvellers (24%).
Conversely, group travellers were more likely to
prioritise luxury and comfort during their travels (28%)
compared to solo travellers (12%).

Overnll, the survey results suggest that both group and
solo truvel have theirown unique advantages and appeal
to difterent individuals, based on their preferences and
priorities. (CBSESQp 2023-24)

(b)

()

(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)

Which travel cholce point of the survey would
influence tour operators to incorporate group
dinners, soclal events, and shared accommodations
in their itinerary?

(I) Freedom to customise Itinerary

(i) Luxury and comfort
(i) Securlty and safety
(iv) Desire for making new friends

What do the top cholces in the survey, for travelling
solo and In a group suggest about young adults?

Identify the solo traveller from the following three

travellers:

(I) Reshma «= | don't want to keep hunting for
rickshows or toxls. A pre-booked vehicle Ig
perfect.

() Nawaz -- I'm happy sharing a room In a hostel. |
don't need hatel accommodation.

(i) Deepak — I'm nat warried about my well-being,
even while exploring remaote areas.

Which of the following is an example of an

opportunity for self-discovery, as mentioned in

paragraph 27

(i) Trying new cuisine

(Il) Hiring a tour gulde

(iii) Purchasing local artifacts

(Iv) Advance booking travel tickets

How might the differences in budget priarities

between solo and group travellers impact the

types of accommodations and activities offered by
the travel industry in India?

Complete the sentence appropriately.

The similarities in the percentage of both solo and
group travellers who are interested in exploring
new cultures and trying new experiences may be

State TRUE or FALSE.

_ s m—e—e—-——————r——_—-—-r—_-r-:G—--_-Gr-:r-_-—-—|,:r-r-—rGr—-—:-—-r-—-rr-—-—-—r—-:—r-.-_,,-—-—----—-—--— "7

Answer the following questions, based on the above

passage.

(a) Infer two possible ways that the survey, mentloned
in paragraph (1), could be beneficial.

The title, “Wanderlust: The Solo Travel Trend
Among Young Adults in India", is appropriate for
this passage.
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- Answers

a. 1. The survey can enable the tourism industry
to understand the changing preferences and
behaviours of young adult travellers. which
can inform future marketing and promotional
strategles.

2.The survey can help travel companies to
change and adapt their services to meet the
preferences and expectations of young adult
travellers.

b. (iv) Desire for making new friends

c. The top choices in the survey. for travelling solo

and In a group suggest that young adult travellers

value Independence and freedom when travelling
alone and when travelling in a group. they value
socialising and making new friends.

d. (if) Nawaz -- I'm happy sharing a room In a hostel
| don't need hotel accommodation.

e. (I) Trylng new culsine

f. 1 For budget-consclous solo travellers. the travel
Industry In Indla may need to provide more
affordable accommodation options such as
hostels and budget hotels.

2. For group travellers. the travel Industry
may need to focus on offering more luxury
accommodatlons and experiences thot may
fulfil thelr desire for comfort and convenlence.

g- a shared desire for adventura.

Or
a willngness to step outslde of thelr comfort
Zon@s.
h. False
Passage 2

AIRCRAFT MOVEMENT DOWN, BUT BIRD HITS UP
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1. How bird hits happen, why they are a concern?

New Delhi June 20

At least two bird strike incidents happened on Sunday.
Both aircrafts returned to their airports of origin and
were grounded for maintenance. An ABC aircraft,
which took off from Guwahati towards Delhi, suffered
damage (o its left engine following a bird hit at 1600
feet. The pilots returned o Guwahati. The other strike
happened on another flight from Patna to Delhi. The

pilots of the aircraft suspected a bird strike during the
take-off roll but continued to climb. Following the take
off rotation, they were informed by the cabin crew of
sparks emanating from the left engine. Subsequently,
the pilots were also informed by air traffic control] of
smoke coming out of one of the engines. The pilots
declared an emengency and returned to Patna.

Why are bird strikes a concern?

Bird strikes are among the most common threats (o
aireraft sufety, and they typically occur during tuke-off
or landing. Dozens of bird-strikes happen each day but
some can be more dangerous than others. Typically,
when birds collide with an aircroft's airframe, it is
unlikely (o cause significant problems for the pilots
flying. But there are instunces when the aircraft engine
ingests the birds. This can lead to u loss of thrust for
the engine and cause manocuvrability problems for
the crew. In these coses, where o jet engine ingests a
bird, procedures would generally call for pilots to Innd
the plune ut the closest airport. While most nirfrume
bird strikes ars not considered critical to air sufety, if a
collision crucks u window or u wind screen, pilots will
look to land as early ns possible.

How critical are bird strikes to alr safety?

Smaller planes would generally be more susceptible o
the dangers of bird strikes than Inrger ones.

However, given that bird strikes mostly happen during
take-off und lunding, these incidents could distruct the
pilots during what are highly critical phases of flights
thut demnnd the complete attention of the crew.

What causes bird strikes?

The presence of binds around an airernft incrouses
the chunces of o bird strike. In the monsoon, a8 waler
puddles emenge an open grounds attructing insects o
breed, the presence of birds increnscs. In some cuses,
bird hits also happen at higher altitudes when o plane is
cruising. These are more dungerous than the low-altitude
hits, given that they cun cuuse rapid depressurisution
of cabins. Other reasons for bird activity around the
nirficld could be presence of landfills or waste disposal
sites that can attroet o lorge number of birds, (CBSE2023)

Answer the following questions, based on the above
passage.

(@)

(b)

Does the following statement agree with the
information given in paragraph 1.

When an airplane Is hit by a bird or Is suspected to
have been hit, the passengers must be asked to get
down at once.

Select from the following:

True: If the statement agrees with the infarmatian.
False: If the statement contradicts the information.
Not Given: If there is no information on this.
Select the option that displays the most likely
reason for bird hits.

() When the alrcraft Is overloaded

(i) At the time of landing or taking aff
(i) When the crew become negligent
(iv) When the passengers become panicky

|



(©)

(d)

(e)

()

(9)

(h)

()

(N

Complete the sentence appropriately with one
word.

Smaller planes are generally more .............. than
the larger ones.

Complete the sentence by selecting the most
appropriate option.

When the window or the windscreen of the airplane
Is cracked due to a bird hit.........eene |

(I) the crew must rush to the cockpit.

(ii) the pilot must land at the closest airport.
(ll) the pllot must Inform the malntenance engineer.
(iv) the pilot must get Instructions from the aviation

wing what ghould he do In emergency.

Based on the reading of the text, state a point to
further the statement.

Dozens of bird hits take place every day.......cc.... ‘
(1) but only a few are dangerous.
(i) all of them are fatal
(ll) but after every bird hit It s Imperative to land the
aircraft,
(iv) the pllot should Ignoro tham.

Complete the sentence based on the following
statement:

Complete attention of the crew Is demanded
during take-off and landing.

We can say this because ...............

Complete the sentence appropriately with
ane/two words.

In cases where the alrcraft engine Ingests the bird,
it leads to the loss of thrust and causes problems
Which are the areas more prone to bird hits?

Based on the reading of the text, state a point to
challenge the glven statemant:

The area around airfields should be clear of any
waste disposal sttes.

Look at the graph. It shows that between 2016 and
2021, whereas air flights have come down, the bird
hits have gone up. This Implies that the incidence
of bird hits has............... :
(1) decreasad

() remalned canstant

(il) increased
(Iv) been alarming
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| Answers |

a. False

b. (ii) At the time of landing ar taking aff

c. susceptible

d. (il) the pilot must land at the closest alrport.
e. (1) but only a few are dangerous.

f. take-off and landing are highly critical phases of
flghts.

g manoeuvrabllty

1.

21

h. Water puddles an open grounds, land fills or
waste disposal sites that can attract a large
number of birds. are the areas more prone to
bird hits.

i. Smaller planes would generally be more
susceptible to the dangers of bird strikes than
larger ones.

Or

Bird hits also happen at higher altitudes when a
plane Is crulsing,

i. (i) increased

Passage 3
Nowadays companies demand an outstanding job
performance by every single employee to be better than
thot of their compelitors because there ig competition
among enterprises. The employers moke efforts to
motivate the employees und optimise performance.
There are numerous fuctors affecting job performnnce,
These can be divided into external and internal foclors.
The internal factors are team spirit, competent baoss,
respect from colleagues and job sutisfuction. The
external factors are chnnce for personal development, job
security, promotion prospects and monetary incentives.
The decisive determinant is that the employees remain
highly motivated. One possible method to incrense
motivation is the salory. Employees nre willing to stay
longer houry in the office and perform better, when they
huve the chanee to get finnncinl rewards, for instunce, o
higher salory or bonuses.
The bar graph (given nhead) shows the resultof a survey
conducled among workers in a company to nnolyse
their work performance across ten different factors that
contribute to make their work environment pleasant.
The workers are grouped inlo (wo calegories-«thase
between the ages of 18-30 and those between 45-60.
Interestingly, in six out of the ten factors surveyed, the
18-30 age group is shown to be more affected than the
45-60 age group. Factors, besides the salary, which
nffect the work performance of the two different age
groups urc interesting. These fuctors are the chonce for
personal development, reluxed working environment,
promolion prospects, job sutisfuction and monetary
incentives. Furthermore, two out of the remaining four
factors nnmely, team spirit and work environment hove
been cqually influentinl among the two groups. The
45-60 years workers are impncted a lot by ‘respect
from colleagues' whereas the prospect of a promotion
is an important reason that drives younger employees
to work better.
Job performance of happy employees is 31% more
productive and they show threec times more creativity
than their unhoppy counterparts. They ore more resilient
and moro likely to stay in the samc company for a
longer period. Consequently, they drive the company
towards long-term goals by being more productive and

efhcient (CBSE2023)
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Answer the following questions, based on the above
passage.
(a) Does the following statement agree with the
information given in para 17
When the company has a lot of competitors, it tries
to invent the most efficient technology to stay
ahead.
Select from the following:
True: If the statement agrees with the information
False: If the statement contradicts the information
Not Given: If there is not information on this
(b) Why do vyou think the companies demand
exemplary performance from thelr employees?
Support your answer with reference to the passage.
(c) Select the option that displays the most likely
reason for employees to perform better.
(I) Companies demand an outstanding performance
(i) If the company grows, thelr growth s assured
(i) When there are chances to get financlal
gratification
(lv) To drive the company towards long-term goals
(d) Select two factors that display that work
performance of both the categories of workers
remains the same.
(e) Based on the bar graph, complete the following
statement:
The 18-30 age group is shown to be more affected
than the 45-60 age group in most factors.
We can say this because .............. .
(f) Complete the glven sentence by selecting the most
appropriate option.
Loyalty as an attribute s there in employees who
are:
(i) senior (i) healthy
(i) motivated (iv) happy
(g) The 45-60 age group workers are motivated by

(i)

()

Increase in salary is the only motivation for better
job performance.

Complete the sentence.

The internal factors affecting work performance
o] [ R—

Complete the given sentence by selecting the most
appropriate option,

The concluding sentence of the passage makes
a clear case for .............. by listing it as a core
component of steering the company towards
long-term goals.
(1) collaboration
() happiness

(Il) flexibllity
(iv) adaptabllity

| Answers

a. False

b. The companies demand exemplary performance
from thelr employees because there is
competition among companies and they want to
do better than their competitors.

c¢. () When there are chances to get financlal

gratification

d. Team splrit and wark environment are the two
factors that display that work performance of
both the categories of workers remalns the
samae.

e. In slx out of the ten factors surveyed, the 18-30
age group Is Impacted more than the 45-G0 age
group.

f. (iv) happy

g. the 45-60 age group workers are motlvated by
‘respect from colleagues'

h. Factars. besldes the salary, which affect the work
performance of the two different age groups are
Interesting.

Or
The 45-60 years workers are Impacted a lot by
respect from colleagues whereas the prospect of
a promotion is an important reason that drives
younger employees to work better.

I. team spiri. competent boss, respect from
colleagues and |ob satisfaction.

|. (Ill) happlness

Passage 4

. News— If you can't remembor the lust time, you sow

a leennger reading o book, newspuper or magazine,
you'rc not alonc. In recent years, Iess than 20 per cent
of teens report reading o book, mognzine or newspaper
daily for pleasurc. More than 80 per cent say they usc
social media every day, nccording to research published
by the World Psychological Association.

“"Compared with previous gencrations, teens in the
2010s spent morc timc online and less time with
truditionnl media, such as books, maguzines and
television,” said lead author of the book yGen and
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0.

professor of psychology at ABC University. “Time on
digital media has displaced time once spent enjoying o
book or watching TV."

Swaner and her colleagues analysed data concluded
from an ongoing study of a nationally representative
sample of approximately 50,000 eighth, tenth and
twelfth grade students annually. They looked ot survey
results from 1976 to 2016, representing more then
I million teenagers. While the study started with only
twelfth-graders in the 1970s, eighth- and tenth-graders
werg added in 1991,

Usc of digital media incrensed substantinlly from 2006
1o 2016. Among twelfth-graders, internet use during
leisure time doubled from one to two hours per day
during that period. It also increased 75 per cent for
tenth-graders and 68 per cent for eighth-graders.

“In the mid-2010s, the average twelfth-grader reported
spending approximately two hours a day texting, just
over 1wo hours a day on the internet-—which included
guming-—and just under two hours u doy on socinl
medin,” said Swaner. That's o total of ubout six hours
per day on just three digital medin activities during their
leisure time.”

In compuarisaon, tenth-graders reported o totul of five
hours per day und eighth-gruders reported four hours
per day on those three digital nctivities. Consequently,
the spent time in the digital world is seriously degrading
the time they spend on more traditional medin such us
print book nnd newspopers.

The decline in reading print medin was especinlly
steep. In the early 1990s, 33 per cent of tenth-graders
said they read u newspaper almost every doy. By 2016,
thut number was only 2 per cent. In the lute 1970s, 60
per cent of twelfth-graders suid they reud a book or n
magazine ulmost cvery day; by 2016, only 16 per cent
did. Twelfth-graders also reported reading fewer books
cach year in 2016 compared to how much they read in
1976, and approximately one-third did not read o book
(including e-books) for pleasure in the yeur prior (o the
2016 survey.

There's no lack of intelligence among young people.
However, due o over dependence on digital medin
they find it difficult to focus for long periods of time
and to read long-form text. Subscequently, they find it
challenging to undenstand complex issues and develop
criticul thinking skills. (CBSE 2023)

adults who use at least one
social media site (%)

Social Medlia Usage by Age
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Answer the following questions, based on the above

passage.

(a) Does the following statement agree with the
information given in paragraph 1?
The writer believes that very few teens indulge in
reading as a pleasurable activity.
Select from the following:
True: If the statement agrees with the Information.
False: If the statement contradicts the Information.
Not Given: If there is no Information on this.

(b) Select the option that displays the most likely
reason for this research.
In order to find out ............. .

(1) reading cholces of teenagers.
(i) digital competency of teenagers.
(il) speed of reading text.

(iv) the decline of time spent on traditional medla.

(c) Complete the statement based on the following
statement:

Traditional media has been replaced by digital
medIa, we can say this because ...............

(d) Do you think that the researchers of study
added tenth and eighth-graders to the survey
deliberately?

Support your answer with reference to the text.

(e) Complete the given sentence by selecting the most
appropriate option:

The concluding sentence of the text makes a clear
case for .............. by listing It as a core competency
for analysis and application.

(I) following soclal media

(Il) reading long texts
(i) bullding focus and concentration
(Iv) developing constructive habits

(f) Complete the given sentence by selecting the most
appropriate optlon.

The digital activities that the twelfth-graders
indulge in are ......cveee :
(I) texting gaming, television
(i) texting, gaming, soclal medla
(ll) newspaper, books. magazine
(iv) televislon. books. gaming

(g) Complete the sentence
one/two words:

Teens today hardly read print media for...............

(h) Based on the reading of the text, state a point to
challenge the given statement:

"Time an digital media has displaced time once
spent enjoying a book or watching TV

(I) What does the author mean by ‘degrading the time'
in para 67
(i) spending less time
(ii) waste of time
(iii) consurming more time
(iv) saving time

appropriately with
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(j) As per the given graph the percentage of people
above 50 years i§ ........... the percentage of
teenagers using social media.

() greater than (II) less than
(i) equal to (lv) negligible to
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Answers

a. True

b. (I) digltal competency of teenagers.

c. young people today are more dependent on
digital medla.

d. Yes. the researchers of study added tenth and
elghth-graders to the survey deliberately to draw
attention to the widespread digital media usage
among teenagers.

e. (Il) bullding focus and concentration

f. (i) texting, gaming. soclal media

g. pleasure.

h. The gpent time In the digltal warld Is serlously
degrading the time they spend on mare
traditional medla such as print book and
newspapers.

Or
Subsequently they find it challenging to

understand camplex Issues and develop critical
thinking skills,
I (Il) waste of time | (II) less than
Passage 5

The given chart provides information nbout the nmount
of carbon emissions in different countries during three
different years.
The bar chart compares the emisslon of curbon dioxide
into the atmosphere of six countries, including (two of

amerging nations, for three decades starting from 1975
until 2005.

Corbon omisslons by countrios
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As an overull asscssment, it can be clearly scen that only
Germany and the United Kingdom managed to reduce
the carbon emissions compared to the other countrics.
The USA, being the number one polluter of all,
emitted 12,00,000 thousand metric tonnes in 1975
and this count increased to 13,00,000 and 16,00,000
thousand metric tonnes in 1990 and 2005 respectively.

In contrast, the carbon emissions of China was nearly
3,00,000 thousand metric tonnes in 1975 and it rose by
nearly 100% in 1990 and surged dramatically to just
below 16,00,000 thousand metric tonnes in 2005. In
terms of the percentage increase, China was the largest
contributor in carbon emissions of all.
The figures for Germany and the United Kingdom
remnined relatively stable throughout the period of
time, and so were for Conado until 1990. The carbon
dioxide emissions in India increased exponentially
from wround 1,00,000 in 1975 to just below 4,00,000
thousand metric tonnes in 2005.

Answer the following questions, based on the above

passage.

(a) What does the glven data compare?

(b) Figures for these countries remained relatively
stable throughout the period.
(I) Germany and Indla
(i) The USA and China
(llf) The United Kingdom and the USA
(iv) Germany and the United Kingdom
(c) Which country has registered a dramatic rise in
CO; emission over the years?
(d) Which country had almost the same level of CO,
emission in the first and the second decade?
(I) Germany (1) Canada
(ill) Both (1) and (i) (iv) Indla
(e) Which is the highest quantity of CO, emission

achieved globally?
(1) 16,00,000 (1) 15,70,000
(i) 13.00.000 (iv) 18.00.000

(f) What do you think can be the reason for surging of
CO; emisslon?

(9) The carbon dioxide emissions In India .............
(h) State TRUE or FALSE.

China is the number one pollutar of all consistently.

Answers

a. The glven data compares the amount of emlsslon
of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere of slx
countrles durlng three different years.

b. (iv) Germany and the United Kingdorn

€. China has regjstered a dramatic rise in CO,
emisslon over the years.

d. (iii) Both (1) and (i) e. (I) 16.00.000

f. Fast paced Industrialisation, lack of sustalnable
development and the urge to become world's top
economy can be the reasons for surging of CO;
emlisslon.

g. have Increased rapldly h. False

Passage 6
1. Today's woman is highly self-directed person, alive
(o the sense of her dignity and the importance of her
functions in the private domestic domain and the public
domain of the world of work. Women are rational in
approach, careful in handling situations and want to do
things as best as possible. The Fourth World Conference
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of Women held in Beijing in September, 1995 had
emphasised that no enduring solution of society's
most threatening social, economic and political
problems could be found without the participation and
cmpowerment of women. The 1995 World Summit for
Social Development had also emphasised the pivotal
role of women in eradicating poverty and mending the
social fabric.

The Constitution of Indin had conferred on women equal
rights und opportunities—political, social, educational
and of employment-—-with men becuuse of oppressive
traditions, superstitions, exploilntion and corruption.
The majority of women are still not allowed to enjoy
the rights and opportunities bestowed on them. One of
the major reasons for this state of affairs iy the lack of
literacy and swarenesy among women. Education is the
main instrument through which we can narrow down
the prevailing inequality and accelerate the process of
economic and political change in the status of women.
The role of women in u society is very important.
Women's educution is the key to better life in the future.
A recent World Bunk study suys that educating girls is
not u charity, it is good economics und if developing
nations are lo erudicote poverly, they must educale
the girls. The report suys that the economic and
social returny on investment in education of the girls
considerably affect the human development index of
the notion. Society would progress only if the status of
women is respected and the presence of an educated
woman in the family would ensure education of the
fumily itself. Education and empowerment of women
are closely related.

Women's educotion has not received due care and
attention from the planners und policy mokers. The
Nutionnl Commission for Women rightly pointed
out thut even after 50 years of independence, women
continue o be treated us the single lurgest group of
buckward citizens of Indin, The role of women in
overall development has not been fully understood,
nor haos it been given its full weight in the struggle o
climinate poverty, hunger, injustice and inequality at
the national level.

Even when we are in tho 21st century, our socicty still
discriminutes agninst women in matlers of their rights
und privileges and prevents them from participating
in the process of nationnl and social progress. Various
Committees und Commissions huve been constituted
before and after independonce to evaluate the progress
in women's education and Lo suggest ways and means
to enhance the stutws of women. Female literncy rute
has gone up in the 20th century from 0.6% in 1901
10 39.2% in 1991, but Indin still possesses the largest
number of illiterate women in the world. The female
literacy index for the year 1991 shows that there are
eight states which fall below the national average. The
most populous states of the country, UP, MP, Bihar and
Rajasthan fall in the calegory of most backward states
as far as female literacy is concerned.

5. The prevailing cultural norms of gender behaviour
and the perceived domestic and reproductive role of
women tend to affect the education of a girl. Negative
attitude towards sending girls to schools, restrictions on
their mobility, early mamiage, poverty and illiteracy of
parents affect the girl’s participation in education.

6. Women's political empowerment got a big boost with
the Punchayati Raj Act of 1993 which gave them 30%
reservation in Village Panchayats, Block Samitis and
Zila Parishads throughout the country. The National
Commission for Women wus also set up in 1992 10 act
as a lobby for women's issues.

7. The educationnl sysiem is the only institution which

can counteract the deep foundations of inequality of
sexes that ara built into the minds of people through the
socinlisntion process.
Education is the most important instrument of human
resource development. The educationnl system should
be used to revolutionise the traditional attitudes ond
inculcate new values of equality.

Answer the following questions, based on the above

passage.

(a) What are the factors that affect the girl's
participation in education?

(b) Even In the 21st century, it |s alarming that there
is/are:

(1) reservation for women

(Il) discrimination against women
(Ill) posltive attitude towards women
(Iv) early marrlages

(c) What has been done to evaluate the progress In
women's education?

(d) Women are not allowed to enjoy thelr rights and
opportunities due to:

(i) equal rights

(Il) soclal changes
(i) lack of Uteracy and av/arengss
(iv) corruption

(e) Women's education has not recelved due care

from:
() planners and pollcy makers
(Il) Natlonal Commisslan for Women
(iii) block heads
(iv) Indlan banks

(f) How can the deep roots of inequality of sexes be

counteracted?

(g) Women's education is the key ................
(h) Read the given statements and state true or false.

A.Marriage and empowerment of women are
closely related.

B.The Constitution of Indla had conferred on
women equal rights and opportunities.

|
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—{ Answers |

a. Negative attitude towards sending girls to
schools, restrictions on thelr mobility. early
marriage. poverty and illiteracy af parents are
the factors that affect the girl's participation
in educatlon. The prevalling cultural norms of
gender behaviour and the percelved domestic
and reproductive role of women tend to affect
the education of a girL

b. (II) discrimination agalnst women

€. Varlous committees and commissions have been
constituted before and after Independence to
evaluate the progress in women's education.

d. (iii) lack of literacy and awareness

e. (I) planners and policy makers

f. The educational system Ig the only Institution
which can counteract the deep roots of inequality
of gexes that are bullt Into the minds of people
through the soclalisation process.

B. to better life in future.

h. Alg falge but B s true.

Passage 7

Andy Dechart is u shark expert und TV presenter who
lives in the United States of America. Ho has had o
lifelong interest in sharks and is always trying o look
for ways (o educate the public about them. Muany
people think that sharks have little or no intelligence,
but Andy points out that recent studies hnve shown that
many shork species possess powerful problem-golving
abilities and socinl skills, “Sharks do not want to attack
humans,” he usserts, “There is no shark species that
eats humans as part of its regulur diet. In most shark
attuck coses, the shark leaves ofter renlising that it hos
mistakenly bitten o human and not its intended pray."”

When Andy was u boy, his father worked for u national
ocennic organisation, und Andy travelled with him all
over the Caribbean. He grew up by the const and he
hos been connected with the sea for as long us he can
remember, He also lived near one of the best aquariums
in America. Andy then went on to build o career
working with sharks in an aquarium environment.
More recently, he hag been involved with (elevision and
the making of progrmmmes about shurks.
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Andy and his wife had their first child two years ago.

They were amused and amazed to see o whal exient

their work with animals hns proved to be uscful in

bringing up their daughter. They know how to observe
her behaviour and teach her how to do things by
rewarding her. Andy loves sharks and is very passionate
about their survival and protection. He feels extremely
lucky to have had opportunities working at the National
Aquarium and the television station which presents the
Noture Channel. He never wastes o moment in either
place that could be spent educating people about
shurks. He does admit that it is probably not possible
1o get everyone to love sharks as he does. However,
he does hope to persuade people personally or through
the media to respect sharks and the critical role they
play in our environment. His muoin objective is to keep
spreading awareness that sharks are not dangerous
mun-euaters, bul essentiol creatures in our oceuns, us
they provide ecological balunce and help to control
other species.

Answer the following questions, based on the above

passage.

(a) As a child, what was it that influenced Andy’s later
cholce of career?

(D) wssssisainnis maximum sharks were caught globally.
(i) In1970 (1) Before 2000
(lll) After 2000 (iv) After 2010

(c) How did Andy's work help In bringing up his
daughter?

(d) What evidence is there that sharks may be
intelligent?
(I) Thelr problem solving abllities
(Il) Thelr soclal skills
(i) Thelr oceanic arganisation
(iv) Both (1) and (Ii)
(e) Which of the following statements is true?
(I) Andy loves sharks
() Andy Is passionate about sharks' survival and
protection
() Andy has been involved with television and the
making of programmes about sharks
(iv) All of the above

(f) Why does Andy believe that sharks attack humans
only by mistake?

(g) Many people think that sharks .........cc...

(h) State TRUE or FALSE.
Andy's main objective is to keep sproading

awareness that sharks are not dangerous
man-eaters.

Answers

a. When Andy was a child. his father worked for a
natlonal aceanic arganisation. and he travelled
with his father all over the Caribbean. This
influenced Andy’s later choice of career.

b. (iii) After 2000

c. Andy knew how to aobserve her behavlour and
how to teach her to do things. In this way, Andy’s
veork helped In bringing up his daughter.
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d. (iv) Both (I) and (i) e. (iv) All of the above

f. Andy asserts that sharks don't eat humans as
a part of their regular dlet and In most attack
cases, the shark leaves after reallsing that it has
mistakenly bitten a human.

g. have no Intelligence

Passage 8

h. True

The defence mechanism of human body is a gift of
natwre provided to human beings. The power of our
body to fight against various disease producing agents
is known as defensive mechanism. This defensive
mechanism depends upon variouy fuctors which can be
categorised mainly into two types: common fuctors and
special fuctory.

Amongst the common factors, the most importunt
is the health of human beings. We all know if we are
having a good health, our body automatically remains
protected against diseases. For keeping good health,
one should have nutritious balanced diet. A balanced
diet iy that which contains carbohydrates, fut, proteins
and vitaming in proportionate amount

The skin of our body suves us agninst many
micro-orgunisms producing diseases, provided that
it Is intuct. [n case there nrc cuts or abrasions on it,
the micro-orgnnisms penetrnte the body through those
cuts nnd nbrusions and cun cnuse diseases. Therefore,
acut or un abrasion should never be left open. In case
there is no bandage, etc. available, it may be covered
by a clean cloth,

Some bocterin reside on and inside the humaon body.
They are our friends and useful for us. They do not
cuuse any discase und by their presence, do not allow
diseuse cousing organisms to seltle on those pluces. For
exumple, the micro-orgnnisms present in human saliva
scerele o chemicul which does not allow diphtherin
cuusing baocterin o grow inside thc orul cavity.
Similuarly, the bacterin residing in female genital truet
make the media acidic which do not allow the disease
cuusing orgunism to grow and multiply.

The human body secretes o variety of fluids which
ore killers for disease causing micro-organisms, For
example, gnstric juice (acidic in noture) secreted by our
intestinal tract kills all organisms which enter our body
through food. Similarly, a substance called lysozyme
seereted by eye glunds saves us agninst many infectious
diseuses of eyes, ws it kills the bacterin which go inside
our eyes by contact or from environment, etc.

There are a few automatic activities of our body
known as 'reflex phenomenon' which protect the
body against many infections. This reflex phenomenon
includes sneezing, coughing and vomiting, Whenever
any harmful or irritating substance enters our nose
or goes inside our body via mouth or respiration, the
body reacts agninst these and tries o expel the harmful
substance from the body.

Fever is onc of the most important constituents of the
defensive mechanism of our body. The organ which
regulates the temperature of our body is known as
hypothalamus and it is situated in the brain. When
micro-organisms, after entering the body, release toxic

products and these reach the brain through blood.
the hypothalamus starts increasing the temperature
of body. The person gets fever. This fever is very
useful for the human body because, by the increase of
temperuture, the micro-organisms which are the roat
cause of the problem get killed. The rise in temperature
also increnses blood circulation. Therefore, each and
cvery lissue of body gets more blood supply. By
increwsed circulation, all toxic products secreted by
micro-organisms get removed from the body by way
of urinntion nnd perspiration. Honee, in the initial
stage, fever should never be suppressed by use of
nntipyretic medications.

We all know that whenever any part of our body receives
an cxternal injury, that area becomes swollen, red, hot
and tender. This is again due to defensive mechanism
of our body because by all these signs, the affected area
receives more circulution and due to it, the injured part
heals well.

After performing many experiments, it hos been
observed that the sceretions of humnn nose have the
power (o stop harmful activities of many viruses. Many
cells present inside the human body aid it by increasing
the defensive mechanism. These include white blood
cells, mnst cells, mncrophages etc. Whenever the
need urises, these cells come out of blood vessels and
reach the affected site and engulf und kill the problem
cuusing micro-organisms. In addition to it, healthy
blood hus got a wonderful power to stop the growth of
micro-organisms and ultimately kill them. The power
is becouse of the presence of some substances in the
blood. Out of these important ones are leuking, betu-
lysin and lysozyme.

We ure living in an cnvironment which is full of
bacterin. Muny of these bacterin can produce serious
diseases but all of us do not suffer from such diseases.
It is due to a special power present in our body (o fight
these discases, A part of the special power of our body
is known as innate immunity. This is inherited by us.
The other part of this special power is called acquired
immunity. This we gain during out lifetime.

Acquired immunlty s of two types: Passive immunity
and active immunity.

In passive immunity, the substances which fight against
diseases are being manufactured outside the body i.e., in
vitro and after that, this reandymnde immunite substance
is given (o the pemson. For exumple, the anti-tetanus
serum and anti-diphtheria serum.

A new-bomn child acquires passive immunity through
his or her mother vin her blood and milk. This immune
mechunism protects the child against diseases in first
six 1o ninc months of the childhood. After that, for
acquiring immunity for rest of the life, one should
adopt the method of immunisation. This process
of increasing the immune status of body by way of
immunisation recommended by the World Health
Organisation (WHO), each and every child should be
protected against six killer diseases. These diseases
are tuberculosis, polio, diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis
(whooping cough) and measles. In India, we are having
this programme since January, 1978.

|



Answer the following questions, based on the above
passage.
(@) The defence mechanism of human body enables
man to....evnne s
(b) The automatic activities of our body which protect
it against many infections is called:
(I) defence mechanism () immune system
(i) hypothalamus (iv) reflexphenomenon
(c) On what does the defensive mechanism depend?

(d) According to the passage, for keeping good health
one should have:

9

Option B

Optlon C | Option D
(I) Option A (i) Option B
(lfy Option C (Ilv) Option D

(e) Why should a cut or an abraslon never be left
aopen?

(F) The best gift of nature provided to human belngs,
as mentloned in the passage, is:
(I) power ta think
(1) power to fight his enemy

(i) abllity to smile

(Ilv) power to fight agalnst disease producing agents

known as defence mechanlsm
(@) What should we do in the Initial stage of fever?
(h) State TRUE or FALSE.

Lysozyme saves us agalnst many infoctious
diseases of eyes.
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Answers

a. fight agalnst diseases
b. (iv) reflex phenomenan
C. The defensive mechanism depends an various

factors which can be categorised mainly into two
types: common factors and special factors.

d. (lv) Option D

e. The skin of our body saves us agalnst many micro-
organisms producing diseases. In case there is
a cut or an abraslon on it, the micro- organisms
penetrate the body through that cut or abraslon
and can cause diseases. Therefore. a cut or an
abraslon should never be left open.

f. (iv) power to fight against disease producing
agents known as defence mechanism
E. In the Initlal stage, fever should never be
suppressed by use of antipyretic medications.

h. True
Passage 9

1. The word ‘lynching’ in fuct originated in the United
States in the mid 18th century. The term was first
believed to be used by planter Charles Lynch to describe
extra-judicial authority assumed by private individuals.
[t came to be applied over time Lo extra-judicial killings
by crowds.

2. The Delhi riots of February 2020 that led to the death
of more than 40 people were a result of mob lynching
motivated by communal hatred. [t was closely followed
by the Palghar Mob Lynching Case of April 2020.
Addidonnlly, several cuses of lynching hove come up
in pust few years.

3. Given below is n chart of weveral incidents of mob
lynching that occurred in 2018 and the category
they belonged to, including theft attempt, inter«faith
relationships, cow vigilantism, etc., with child ubduction
topping the charts with 41 incidents, uccording to
counterview.net.

4. Scvernl defences huve been made such as lynching
being nn ‘ulien concept’ or an incldent of criminal
intent which has nothing (o do with communal hatred.
Mennwhile, the rate of crime and the resulting number
of death is rising and appalling. This defence hus mnony
fluws since beating up people and lynch nttacks are not
recent developments.

5. Over the years, Dalits huve been lynched with enormous
cruelty. Jhagjar, Khaoirlanji and Una are just three recent
sites of ghastly lynching of Dalits. In recent years,
Dalits hove been lynched for growing a moustache,
riding a horse, or building n two-storey home. Single
women hove frequenty been lynched through the
centuries, branded s wilches.

Cologory wigp mob lynching: Number of Incidonta
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With such defenco and inaction, there seems no early
cnd therefore to the long durk night of hate and fear that
has been unleashed by lynching, the scourge of new
Indiu.

Answer the following questions, based on the above

passage.

(a) By whom was the term ‘lynching' first used?

(b) The rate of crime in India and the resulting death
rate [s:
(i) dormant
(lii) decreasing

(ii) increasing
(iv) None of these
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(c) From the above passage it can be inferred that:
(I) mab lynching Is a prevalling crime
(i) maob lynching Is a decreasing crime
(1) mob lynching Is a recent crime
(iv) mob lynching Is a communal crime

(d) The number of cases of mob lynching due to theft
attamipt ... :
(e) Mention the main reasons behind mob lynching.
(f) Single women, who were lynched, were branded as
witches to................. the act of lynching.
(I) condemn (Il) refute
(iii) contradict (iv) justify
(g) State TRUE or FALSE.
‘Lynching’ originated in the United States in the
early 18th century.

(h) Is mob lynching a recent crime?

Answers |

a. The term 'lynching’ was first beleved to be used
by planter Charles Lynch to describe extra-|udiclal
authorlty assumed by private individuals.

b. (ll) Increasing

¢. (I) mob lynching Is a prevalling crime

d. is the lowest

e. The maln reasons behind maob lynching are

child abduction, cow vigilantism, Inter-falth

relatlonships, theft attempt. etc.

(Iv) Justify g False

h. No, mob lynching is not a recent crime since
beating up people and lynch attacks have been
happening for centurles.

Passage 10

1. For many years now, the Governments have been
promising the eradication of child lnbour in huazardous
industries in India. But the truth is that despite all
the rhetoric, no Government so far hns succeeded in
eradicating this evil, nor hns any boeen able to ensure
compulsory primary education for every Indian child.
Between 60 and 100 million children are sull at work
instead of going to scheal, and nround 10 millien nre
working in hazardous industries, India has the biggest
child population of 380 million in the warld, plus the
largest number of children who are forced (o earn a
living.

2. We have many laws that ban child labour in hazardous
industries. According to the Child Lubour (Prohibition
and Reguladon) Act, 1986, the employment of children
below the age of 14 in hazoardous occupations hus

-

4. There are industries which have a special demand for

child labour because of their nimble fingers, high level
of concentration and capacity to work hard at abysmally
low wages. The carpet industry in UP and Kashmir
employs children to make hand-knotted carpets. There
are 8,0000 child workers in Jammu and Kashmir alone.
In Kashmir, because of the political unrest, children are
forced (o work, while many schools are shut. Industries
like gem cutting and polishing, pottery and glass want
to remain competitive by employing children.

. The truth is that it is poverty which is pushing children

into the brutish lnbour market. We have 260 million
people below the poverly line in Indio and a lorge
number of them are women. Poor and egpecially
woman-headed families, huve no option but to push
their little ones into this hurd life, in hostile conditions
with no human or labour rights.

. There is a lobby which argues that there is nothing

wrong with children working as long as the environment
for work s conducive to lenmning new skills, but studics
hove shown that the children are made to do boring,
repetitive and tedious jobs and are not taught new
skills us they grow older. In these hell holas like the
swedlshops of old, there is no hope.

. Children warking in huzardous industries aro prone (o

debilituting discases which cun cripple them for life. By
sitting in cramped, domp and unhygienic spaces, their
limbs become deformed for life. Inside matchstick,
fireworks and glass industries, they become victims of
bronchinl diseases nnd wberculosis (TB).

Their mentnl and physicnl development is permnnently
impaired by long hours of work. Once trupped, they
can't get out of this vicious cycle of poverty, They
remain uncducated and powerless. Finally, in later
yeurs, they too are compelled to send their own children
to work. Child labour perpetuates its own nightmnre.

. If at oIl the Government was serious about granting

children their rights, an intensive effort ought to have
becn made to implement the Supreme Court's Directive
of 1997 which lnid down punitive nction against
cmployers of child labour. Only compulsory primnry
cducation can eliminate child labour.

. Surely, if 380 million children nre given n better life nnd

clementary education, India's human copitul would be
greally enhunced. But that needs, us former President
Abdul Kalam says, “a Second Vision."”
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iee serlctly banned, Buvesch s his different rules Answer the following questlons, based on the above

regarding the minimum age of employment. This passage.
makes implementation of these laws difficulL (a) Viclous cycle of poverty refers to:

3. The act upplics to the organised or fuctory scctor and (1) the poor remalning uneducated and powerless
not the unorganised or informal sector, whenz most (ii) working in glass industries

children find employment as cleaners, servants, porters
and waiters among other forms of unskilled work. Thus,
child labour continues because the implementation of
the existing laws is lax. (b) How can India's human capital be enhanced?

(iii) impairment of physical development
(iv) getting elementary education
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(c) The Supreme Court’s Directive of 1997 provides oral talks, poster presentations and exhibitions. We
are delighted to say that it is the 9th World Convention
(d) Which of the following Industries employ child on Reeycling and Waste Management which will be
labour in abundance? held in the beautiful city of Osaka, Japan and hence
(i) Pottery we invite you all to attend and register.
(i) Gem cutting and polishing The 9th World Convention on Recycling and
(iii) Glass Waste Manogement is mainly based on the theme
(iv) All of the above “Advocating Wastc Disposal and Recycling Practices
(e) What are the loopholes in the Child Labour Act? for Clean and Green Environment'. We warmly
(f) Governments have been promising for many years: welcome all the participants- leading scientists,
(i) the eradication of community riots researchers and scholary of the world 1o atiend
(ii) the non-stop supply of electricity the convention. We provide a platform for young
(iii) the eradication of child labour in hazardous resenrchers und students to present their research

industries
(iv) None of the above

(g) Why do industries prefer child labour?
(h) State TRUE or FALSE.

through ornl presentations through which they can
develop a foundation for collaboration among young
researchers. The organising committee aims at
setting u platform for all the budding scientists and

There is no ban on child labour In hazardous researchers o present their real-time work and share
occupations. their views and nspects related (o the theme aof the
Answers I conference. The organising committee is pearing
up for nn exciting nnd informntive conference
a. () the poor remaining uneducated and powerless programme including plennry lecture, symposia and
b. Indla's human capltal can be enhanced by glving workshops on o variety of topics, posier presentations
children a better life and elementary education. and various progrummes for participants from all
c. punitive action agalnst employers of child over the world.
labour Total Rocycling 2018
d. (Iv) All of the above Brandhus 0nd— yseq Electonics ) 1y,
e. The loopholes In the Child Labour Act are s 4% g shorp sheters
follows:

M lecallonoous

1. It does not apply to unorganised or Informal
sector.

Confidentlal
documents
24%

#~ \“Hozordous woste

2. lts Implementation Is lax.
3. Each state has different rules regarding the
minimum age of employment.
f. (ll) the eradlication of child labour In hazardous
Industries

Poper wosie
30N

g. Industrles prefer child labour because children

can wark hard at low wages. Answer the following questions, based on the above
h. False passage.
Passage 11 (a) What theme does the given passage highlight?
Canference Saries LLC Lid. omzanises a conference (b) Which notion in the conference has been
scrics of 1000+ global cvents inclusive of 300+ emphasised to be deployed?
conferances, 900+ upcoming and previous symposiums (i) Work management

and workshops in USA, Europe and Asia with support
from 1000 more scientific socicties und publishes
700+ open access journals which contain over
30,000 eminent personalities and reputed scicntists
ns editorial board members.

(i) Recycling of goods
() Waste disposal management
(iv) Reshaping Earth's future
(c) On observing the pie-chart, which two types of
waste have been recycled at the rate of 4%?

Reeyeling and Waste Management Convention 2018
(1) Furniture and used electronics

proudly invites contributors across the globe 10

the 9th World Convention on Recycling and Waste (i) Branches and wood and sharp shelters
Management during October 22-23,2018 in Osaka, (iii) Furniture and hazardous waste
Japan, which includes prompt keynote presentations, (iv) All of the above
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(d) Select the option that displays the correct pair.

(e)
()
(9)
(h)

Recycled Waste Degree/Amount
Miscellaneous 8%
Option A
Recycled Waste Degree/Amount
Motal 9%
Optlon B
Recycled Waste Degree/Amount
Used Electronics I%
Option C
Racycled Waste Dogrea/Amount
Furniture 2%
Option D
(I) Option A (I) Option B
(iii) Optlon C (v) Optlon D

Which other type of waste Is recycled at the same
rate as that of used electronics?

.............. sesslon was conducted on recycling and
waste management in 2018.

Which two recycled sectlons cantribute collectively
towards paper waste recycled percentage?

State TRUE or FALSE.

The organising committee Is gearing up for an
exciting and informative conference programme.

Answers

o

The given passage highlights the efficlent ways
of waste disposal and varlous technlques to be
employed to recycle goods.

(i) Waste disposal management

. () Branches and wood and sharp shelters

(iii) Optlon C

'‘Miscellaneous goods' Is recycled at the same
rate as that of used electronics.

9th convention

g. 'Confidential documents' and 'plastic or metal
or glass' cantribute collectively towards paper
viaste recycled percentage.

h. True

®anoT
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Passage 12

Nuclear capability gives a status to the country in the
community of nations. No nation cnn afford to make
destructive use of nuclear energy without risking o
World War. That is why America did not moke use
of nuclear weapons in the Vietnnm War though it had
become a matter of prestige for it.

Similarly, Russia preferred to pull out her missile
bases from Cuba instead of coming in direct conflict
with a nucleur power, Americo. But Indiu, since it
started adopting nuclear technology, had decided to
make only peaceful use of nuclear energy. The fear
expressed by Pakistan and the comments made in the

Chinese press are more for the sake of propaganda
than the projection of the truth.

. India needs nuclear energy in order to meet her power

shortage. It has been depending upon hydroelectric
power, which is undependable because of the
uncertainty of rainfall. Good quality of coal, which
is another source of energy, cannot be extracted
commercially because it lies very deep and the cost of
extraction is very high. India is not producing much of
oil; rather it has to import nearly 74% of her total oil
consumplion. So, the only alternative with India is to
have a cheaper and more dependable source of energy.
The known reserves of thorium in India are sufficient
to last many hundred years. That is why India has
already commissioned two nuclear power stations, one
at Turopur and the other at Rana Pratap Sagar. Ench
one has an installed capacity of producing 420 MW of
electricity. Two other stations, one at Narora and the
other ot Kalpakkam, are operational. This energy will be
able to meet the power shortage throughout the country.
If industries work at their full capaocity, preduction will
be higher und so per copitn income will incrense nnd
inflation will be neutraliged.

. With the help of controlled nuclenr explosions, urtificial

doms con be made. In fuct, for building u dam there
should be two huge mountuin wulls enclosing u deep
valley just ncar the course of u river. These conditions
arc not uvailuble ut all the places. So, with the help of
cantrolled nuclear explosions, mountains cun be blown
up. This can also help in luying ronds in mountuinous
arcus. In foct, some of the borders of Indin hove
mountainous terruin and the movement of the army is
quite difficult. So, even for the suke of national sceurity,
it is necessary to have roads in those arcas.

. With the help of nuclear rndinton, the shelf life of

vegetables and fruits can be incrensed. In tropical
countries like Indig, it is necessary thnt perishable
foodstufYs are preserved for u long ime. Radiation can
check the sprouting of onions and potatoes, which are
much in demand in foreign countries. Similarly, fruits
like bananas and mangoes, which have much export
potential, can be preserved for o very long time. The
texture and taste of the fruit do not undergo any change.

. Nuclear technology can also be harnessed for medical

purposes. It is snid that radioactive iodine is used for
detecting diseases of the thyroid glands. Similarly,
Indin has been able to prepaore, with the help of UN
experts, radinted vaccine which can immunise sheep
from lungworm disease, which used o tnke o heavy toll
on sheep every year.

. Properly processed nuclear fuel is also used for

artificial satellites in space. Weather satellites con
predict cyclones and minfull with extremo accuracy.
Communication satcllites can help in conveying
messages over very long distances. In o huge country
like Indin, communication satellites are nccessary.

. Rudiation is nlso used for prepuring mutunt sceds. Many

varictics of rice and some cercals have been prepared at
Tarupur laborutory. This will increase our agricultural
production and help Indin, to become cconomically
better off. So, for India it is necessary to make peaceful
uses of nuclear cnergy.

|



Answer the following questions, based on the above
passage.
(a) Sheep have been immunised from:
(I) UN experts () lungworm disease
(i) wild animals (lv) organic vaccine
(b) What can be the uses of nuclear technology?

(c) With the help of controlled nuclear explosions:
(i) nuclear power stations can be installed
(ii) electricity can be produced
(i) wars can be avoided
(iv) artificial dams can be made
(d) Why can India not depend on coal for meeting
power shortage?
(e) India needs nuclear energy ......couues
(f) State TRUE or FALSE.
Radioactive iodine is used for detacting diseases
of the intestines.
(g) Which of the following can replace the word ‘huge
in the passage?
(1) Colossal
() Inslgnificant

(h) Can nuclear energy help in increasing our
agricultural production?

/

(II) bwarfed
(Iv) Diminutive
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Answers

a. (Il) lungwarm disease
b. Nuclear technology can be used to meet power
shortages, to create artificlal dams, to Increase
the shelf life of vegetables and frults, In medical
purpases etc.
¢. (Iv) artificlal dams can be made
d. Indla cannot depend on coal for meeting power
shortage because good quallty coal Ues very
deep and the cost of Its extraction Is high.
e. to meet her power shortage
False g. (1) Colossal
. Yes, nuclear energy can help in Increasing our
agricultural production. Radlation is also used for
preparing mutant seeds. Many varleties of rlce
and some cereals have been prepared at Tarapur
laboratory.

¥ ™

Passage 13

While countrics ure utdifferent points in theirCOVID-19
infection rates, worldwide there are currenty more than
1.2 billion children in 186 countries affected by school
closures due to the pandemic. In Denmark, children up
to the age of 11 are returning to nunseries and schools
after initially closing on 1 2th March, but in South Korea
students ure responding to roll calls from their teachers
online.

With this sudden shift away from the classroom in
many parts of the globe, some are wondcering whether
the adoption of online learning will continue (o persist
post-pandemic, and how such o shift would impact the
worldwide education market.

Even before COVID-19, there was already high growth
and adoption in education technology, with Global
Edtech investments reaching US § 18.66 billion in 2019
and the overall market for online education projected
to reach $350 billion by 2025. Whether it is language
apps. virtual twtoring, video conferencing tools or
online learning software, there hos been o significant
surge in usage since COVID-19,

Some see online education as an opportunity (o include
tcchnology, and further digital leurning in education. *'1
believe that the integration of information technology
in education will be further accelerated and that
online education will eventually become an integral
component of school education,” says Wang Thao, Vice
President of Tencent Cloud und of Tencent Education.
For those who do huve nccess to the right technology,
there iy evidence that learning online can be more
cffective in u number of ways. A research shows that
on average, students retain 25-60% more material when
learning online compared to only 8-10% in o classroom.

Numbar of laarnera Impacted by natonal
school closures worldwide

1.6 [ 1.30 bifian |

1.2b

0.9b
0.8b
0.3b
0
25 29.1 8 10 19 20 23
Fab Mar
Figures refer o learners enrolled ol pro-primary,

primary lower, secondury, and upper-secondury levels
of education, as well a8 at tertinry education levels.
Source-UNESCO.

Answer the following questions, based on the above

passage.

(a) The passage suggests that growth and adoption
of anline education began .......... ... the COVID-19
pandemic.

(1) during () after
(ill) even befare (iv) with
(b) Edtech investments reached US $18.66 billion

|||||||||||||||

(c) Which date hasn't been Included in the graph?
(1) 28 February (i) 26 February
(ii) 24 March (iv) 11 March

(d) What does online education include?

(e) Why is online learning more effective than offline
learning?

(f) Which of the following can replace the word
‘integration’in the passage?
() Assimilation
(iii) Bisection

(9) State TRUE or FALSE.
Some see online education as an opportunity to
include technology and further digital learning in
education.

() Divislon
(iv) Separation

L L L o o



(h) Infuture,what will happento the use of information

technology in education?

2‘

Answers -

a. (lll) even before b. In 2019

c. (ill) 24 March

d. Online education includes language apps. virtual
tutoring, video conferencing tools or online
learning software.

e. Onlne learning Is more effective than offline
learning because students retain 25-60% mare
material when learning online compared to only
8-10% in a classroom.

f. (I) Assimilation E. True

h. The use of Information technology In education
will Increase further In future.

Passage 14

Over the lust five years, morc companies hove been
actively looking for intern profiles, according 10 u
2018-19 survey by an online internship and truining
platform. This survey reveals that India had 80% more
internship applications <. with 2.2 million applications
received in 2018 compared to 1.27 million in the year
before. The trend was partly due (o more industries
looking to have fresh minds and ideas on existing
projects for better productivity. What was originally
feen us 0 weslern coneept, getting un internghip before
plunging into the job murket, is fust gnining momentum
ut Indinn workplaces.

According to the survey data, Indin's National Capital
Region has been the top provider of internships, with
0 total of 35% internship opportunities, followed by
Mumbai and Bengaluru ot 20% and 15%, respectively.
This includes opportunities in startups, MNCs and even
government entities. The survey also revealed populor
fields to find internships in Figure. There hus been
growing nwarceness among the students ubout the intern
profiles sought by hiring companics that oficn look for
people with real-time experiance in management than
B- school musters.

Internship Trends 2018
Popular fields to find Internships In

Source: Internehpnly

Others
9.99%
Deslgn &
Architectures
79%
hManagement
Engineering 46.5%
14.956
Medla
20.8%

Fig.

3. The stipend has been an important factor influencing
the choice of internships. The survey data reveals that
the average stipend offered to interns was recorded as
€7,000 while the maximum stipend went up to ¥85,000.
According to statistics, a greater number of people
considered virtual internships than in-office internships.
Virtuanl internships got three times more applications
than in-office, since a lurge chunk of students were the
ones already enrolled in various courses, or preferred
working from home.

4. Internship portals have sprung up in the last three to
four years and many of them already report healthy
traffic per month. Reports suggest that on an average,
an internship portal company has around 2,00,000-plus
students und some 8,000 companies registered on it. It
gets around two lakh visits online every month. The
Mnanaging Direclor of a leading executive search firm
suys that though these web platforms are working us
an effective bridge between the industry and students,
most eslablished companies are still reluctunt to tnke
(oo muny interns on board for obvious reasons.

Answer the following questions, based on the above

passage.

(a) What can be infarred from the following statement:

Over the last five years, more companies have been
actively looking for intern profiles.

(b) Select the option that displays the true statement
with reference to figure.
() Internships for engineering and management
are the top two favourltes.
(Il) Deslgn and architecture Internships  are
significantly more popular than others.
() Internshlps for medla and others have nearly
equal popularity percentage.
(iv) Management Internshlps’ popularity Is more
than twice that for medio.
(c) Why did virtual internships get more applications
than in-office?
(d) Select the option that displays the correct
cause-effect relatlonshlip.

Cause Effect
(i) |Several students | Students appled for
had academic online
courses to internship
complete
Cause Effect
() | Alarge chunk of | Applications were
students three times more
preferred than for virtual
in-office internships
internships
Cause Effect
(iii) | A greater number | Several students had
of students courses to complete
wanted to work
from home

|



Cause Effoct
(iv) | Students applled | An equal number of
for anline students applied far
internship work-from-home

(e)
(f
(9)

(h)

The survey statistics mention that the average
stipend offered to interns ..............

What does the phrase ‘healthy traffic' mean in the
passage?

State TRUE or FALSE.

Established companies are reluctant to take too
many interns on board.

Which of the following can replace the word
‘plunging’ in the passage?
(I) Retreating

(i) Jumpling

(II) Abandoning
(Iv) Escaping

Answers ~

a. There were lesser companles searching for
intern profiles earller, as compared to those in
the recent flve years.

b. (Ilv) Management Internships’ popularity Is more

than twice that for medla.

C. Virtual internships got more applications than
in-office because a large chunk of students veare
the anes already enrolled in varlous courses or
preferred warking from home.

d. () e. was recorded as ¢ 7.000.

In the passage, the phrase 'healthy traffic’ means

the slzeable number of visitors to the portal per

manth.

g True

-

h. (i) Jumping
Passage 15

. Air pollution is an issue which concerns us all alike.

One can willingly choose ar reject a food, a drink or o
lifc of comfort, but unfortunutely there is littde choice
for the air we breathe. All that is there in the air is
inhaled by onc and all living in those surroundings.
Air pollutant is defined us o substunce which is present,
while normally it is not present, or present in an amount
cxceeding the normal cancentrations. [t could cither be
gaseous or particulute mater.

The main harmful polluting gases are carbon monoxide,
carbon dioxide, ozone und oxides of sulphur nnd
nitrogen. The common particulate pollutants are dusts
of vurious inorgunic or organic origins. Although we
often talk of outdoor air pollution caused by industrial
und vehiculur exhnusts, indoor pollution may prove (o
be as, or even more, important cause of health problems.
Recognition of air pollution is relatively recent. It is not
uncommon to expericnce o feeling of ‘suffocation’ in
a closed environment, It is often ascribed to the lack
of oxygen. Fortunately, however, the composition of
air is remarkably constant all over the world. There is
about 78% nitrogen and 21% oxygen in the air—the
other gases forming a very small fraction. It is true that
cuarbon dioxide exholed from the lungs may accumulute
in a closed and over-crowded place. But such an

increase is usually small and temporary unless the room
is really air-tight. Exposure to poisonous gases such as
carbon monoxide may occur in a closed room heated by
burning coal inside. This may also prove to be fatal.
What is more common in a poorly ventilated home
is a vague conslellation of symploms described as
the sick-building syndrome. It is characterised by a
general feeling of malaise, headache, dizziness and
irritation of the mucous membranes. It may also
be accompanied by nausen, itching, oches, poins
and depression. Sick-building syndrome is getting
commoner in big cities with small houses, which are
generally over-furnished. Some of the main pollutants
whose indoor concentrations exceed those of the
outdoors include gases such as carbon monoxide,
carbon dioxide, oxides of nitrogen and organic
substances like spores, formaldehydes, hydrocarbon,
nerosols and allergens. The sources are attributed
(o a variety of construction materials, insulations,
furnishings, adhesives, cosmeticy, house dusts, fungi
nnd other indoar products.

By-products of fuel combustion are important in
houses with indoor kitchens. It is not only the burning
of dried dung nnd fuclwood which is responsible, but
also kerosene and liquefied petroleum pgag. Oxides
of both nitrogen and sulphur are relensed from their
combustion.

Smoking of tobocco in u closed environment is o
mujor source of indoor pollution. It may not be high
quantitatively, but significantly hazardous to health.
[t is because of the foct that there are over 3000
chemical constituents in tobnceo smoke which huve
been identified. These nre harmful 1o human health.
Micro-orgnnisms  ond  ullergens  are  of  special
slgnificance in the cousation and sprend of discascs.

Most infectious illnesses moy involve more porsons of

n fumily living in n common indoor environment. These
include virnl and bocterinl discuses like tuberculosis.
Besides infections, allergic and  hypersensitivity
disorders urc spreading fust. Although usthma is the
most common form of respiratory allergic disordcrs,
pneumonia is not uncommon, but more persisient and
serious. These ure uttributed to exposure to allergens
from various fungi, moulds, hoy and other organic
materials, indoor air ventilation systems, coolers,
air-conditioners, dompness, decay or pet animals.
Production or handling of the cuusative items are
responsible for these hypersensitivity diseases.
Obviously, the spectrum of pollution is very widce
and our options arc limited. Indoor pollution mny be
handled relatively easily by an individual. Moreover,
the good work must start from onc's ovn house.

Answer the following questions, based on the above
passage.

(a) What is ‘air pollutant’?

(b) What is released from the combustion of fuel?

(iv

(i) Nitrogen and oxygen

(i) Oxides of nitrogen and sulphur
(ili) Hydrogen and carbon dioxide

) Oxides of iron

|
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(c) Spreading of asthma and pneumonia is the result
o] [P,

(d) Which of the following is the most harmful to
human health?
(i) Sick-building syndrome
(i) Combustion of fuel
(i) Smoking of tobacco In a closed enviranment
(iv) Travelling in a bus
(e) How is sick-building syndrome characterised?
(f) One feels suffocated in a closed environment due
to:
(I) excess of nitrogen
(II) excess of oxygen
(1) lack of sulphides
(iv) lack of oxygen
(9) Mention the main harmful polluting gases.
(h) State TRUE or FALSE.

The composition of air Is remarkably constant all
over the world.

| Answers | -

o

. ‘Alr pollutant' Is defined as a substance which
Is present, while naormally It Is not present or
present In an amount exceeding the normal
concentrations. It could elther be gaseous or
particulate matter.

. (ii) Oxides of nitrogen and sulphur

. exposure to allergens.

. (iii) Smoking of tobacco In a closed environment

. Sick-building syndrome is characterised by a
general feeling of malaise. headache. dizziness
and irritation of the mucous membranes. It may
also be accompanled by nausea. itching, aches,
pains and depression.

. (Iv) lack of oxygen

g. The maln harmful polluting gases are carbon

monoxlde, carbon dloxlide, ozone and oxldes of
sulphur and nitrogen.

h. True

noan O

-n

& Chapter Test

Passage 1

1. Muankind's experience of various evolutionary changes
from primitive times to the present doy has been
extensive and varied. However, man's problems were
never before as complicated us they seem 1o be toduy.
Man's economic uctivity centres primarily around
fuctor of production; its role, therelore, hos been given
a lot of importance. It should be useful to have an
overall view of the cconomic history of man from the
nomadic times to the modern factory gystem and study
its relevance to the various labour problems of today,

2. Initially, man passed through ‘the hunting and fishing
stage'. During this period, his basic nceds were
adequately met by Naoture. Wild animals, birds oand
fruits sutisficd his hunger, nnd his thirst was quenched
by the waler of springs und rivers. Caves guve him
shelter and barks of trees weno used us clothing, During
this stage of man's progress labour problems did not
exist becuuse of the nbsence of uny economic, palitical
and socinl system.

3. Then came ‘the pastornl stage’, which was marked by
a certain amount of economic activity. The nomadic
und migratory noture of man persisted, und  together
with his goats and cattle, he moved on (o fresh pastures
and meadows. Some conflicts would sometimes take
pluce among herd owners, for, during this period, the
institution of nominal privale property ownership was
not known.

4. This stage paves the way for 'the agriculturnl stage’
during which the cluss system began to develop. There
was a small artisan class mosty self-employed; and
there were also landed properties or Zamindars as
well as slaves. Thus, arose the feudal system. During
the fourth stage of these developments, ‘the handicraft

stage’, a number of social and economic changes
(ook place which marked the beginning of the lnbour
problem in the world. The self-sufficient economy of
the village underwent a drastic change. The community
of truders und merchonts emerged.
Answer the following questions, based on the above
passage.
(a) What does the passage talk about?
(b) What did man do In the pastoral stage?
(c) Choose the right order:
A. The handicraft stage
B. The hunting and fishing stage
C. The pastoral stage
D. The agricultural stage

() D.B.C.A () b.B.A.C
() B.C.D. A (v) B.C.A.D

(d) During 'the hunting and fishing stage’ the basic
needs of man were met by.......... !

(e) Choose the synonym of ‘emerged..
(i) Sufficient (il) Surfaced
(i) Damaged (iv) Satisfled
(f) What happened during the handicraft stage?
(9) The self-sufficient economy of the village .............
(h) Choose the statement which is true.
(i) Man's prablems are comparatively easy today
(Il) Labour problems exIsted In the hunting and
fishing stage
(i) Man's problems were more complicated In the
earller times
(iv) Man's economic activity centres primarily
around factor of production
(i) Read the given statements and choose the correct
option.
A.Wild animals, birds and fruits satisfied man's
hunger.

L L L o o
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B.Man's thirst was quenched by the water of
springs and rivers.
(i) A refutes B
() Ais not related to B In any way
(i) Both A and B are false
(lv) Both A and B are related to the hunting and
fishing stage

Passage 2

. While there is no denying that the world loves a winner,

it is important that you recognise the signs of stress in
your behaviour and be healthy enough o enjoy your
success. Stress can strike anytime, in a fashion that may
leave you unaware of its presence in your life. While a
certain amount of pressure is necessury for performance,
it is important to be able o recognise your individual
limit. For instance, there are some individuals who
accept competition in o healthy fashion. There are
others who collapse into weeping wrecks before an
exam or on comparing marksheets and finding that
their friend has scored better.

. Stregy is o body reaction to any demands orchanges inits

internal and external environment. Whenever therg is a
change in the external environment such us temperature,
pollutants, humidity and working conditions, it leads
lo stresy. In these days of competition, when a person
makes up his mind to surpuss what has been achieved
by others, leading to an imbalance between demands
and resources,it causes psycho-gocial stress. It is a part
and porcel of everyduy life,

. Stress has a different meaning, depending on the stage

of life you are in, The loss of o toy or u reprimund
from the parents might create o stress shock in a child.
An adolescent who fuils an exumination maoy feel
us if everything has been lost and life hns no further
meaning. In an adult the loss of his or her companion,
job or professional failure moy appear as if there is
nothing more to be achieved.

. Such signs nppear in the attitude nnd behaviour of the

individual, as muscle tension in various parls of the
body, palpitution and high blood pressurc.indigestion
and hyper-acidity.

Ultimately, the result is self-destructive behaviour such
us eating and drinking too much, smoking excessively or
relying on tranquillisers. There are other signs of stress
such us trembling, shoking, nervous blinking, dryness
of throat und mouth and difficulty in swallowing.

., The professional under stress bshaves as if he were

a porfectionist. It leads to depression, lethargy and
weakness. Periodic mood shifts also indicale the stress
status of students, executives and professionals.

6. In a study sponsored by World Health Organisation
and carried out by Harvard School of Public Health,
the global burden of diseases and injury indicated that
stress diseases and accidenlts are going to be the major
killers in 2020.

7. Heart disease and depression- both stress diseases- are
going (o rank first and second in 2020. Road traffic
accidents are going to be the third largest killers, These
accidents are also an indicator of psycho-social stress in
a fast-moving society. Other stress diseases like ulcers,
hyperiension and sleeplessness have assumed epidemic
proportions in modern societies.

8. Pecrsons under stress renct in different ways and the
common ones arc flight, fight or flee, depending upon
the nature of the stress and capabilities of the person.
The three responses can be elegantly chosen (o cope
with ‘the stress' so that stress does not damage the
system and become distress.

9. When gtress crossey the limit peculior to an individual, it
lowers hig performance copacity. Frequent crosgings of
the limit moy result in chronic fatigue, in which a person
feels lethurgic, disinterested and is not casily motivated
to achieve anything. This moy maoke the person mentally
undccided, confused and nceldent pronc as well. Sudden
exposurc o unncrving stress may also result in o loss
of memory. Diel, massnge, food supplements, herbal
medicings, hobbies, reluxution techniques and dance
movemenls arg excellent stress busters,

Answer the following questions, based on the above

passage.

(a) What is it that causes psycho-soclal stress?

(b) Accidents are also an indicator of:

(i) depresslon () psycho-saclal stress
() weakness (iv) behaviour disorder
(€) ..eeeerennennn. €an work as excellent stress busters.
(i) Diet and massage
(ii) Yoga and drinking
(ili) Playing and relaxing
(iv) Healthy competition

(d) Frequent crossings of stress limit may result in

(e) What is stress?

(f) What is the result of stress?

(g) State TRUE or FALSE.

The professional under stress behaves as if he
were a perfectionist.

(h) Which of the following can replace the word
‘surpass'in the passage?

(i) Dearth
(i) Paucity

(I} Exceed
(iv) Inadequacy
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