The Portrait of a Lady

Textual Questions
Comprehension Questions

A. Choose the correct alternative:

Question 1. The grandmother fed the dogs with...

(a) rice

(b) stale chapattis
(c) sugar

(d) bread

Question 2. The grandmother worked on a ................

(a) sewing machine
(b) spinning wheel

(c) gas stove
(d) sitar

Question 3. Where did the author go for higher studies?

a) Lucknow
b) Delhi

c) Abroad
d) Calcutta

—_~ A~ o~ o~

Question 4. The author found the thought of his grandmother once having been
young and pretty almost

a) absurd

b) evolving

c) undignified
d) fantastic

—_~ o~ A~ o~

Answer: 1. (b)
2. (b)



3. ()
4. (b)

B. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words each:

Question 1. “That was the turning point in our friendship”. What was the turning
point?

38 gURI firar # fuige A ut1- fAuifas A oar ur?

Answer: Being settled in the city with the author’s parents was the turning point in their
friendship. Now his grandmother could not go to school with him and help him in his
studies.
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Question 2. How did the grandmother help her grandson in the morning before
going to school?

gmaﬁﬁmaﬂﬁmﬁaaﬁwmaﬁﬁm JhR W Heg fbar ol
?

Answer: She woke him up in the morning and got him ready for school. She would
fetch his wooden slate which she had washed and plastered with yellow chalk, tiny
earthen ink-pot and a red pen, tie them in a bundle and hand it to him. She gave him
breakfast before going to school.
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Question 3. What were the grandmother’s views about learning music?

I TRaS & TR H gIet AT BT T SPBI0T UT?

Answer: The grandmother thought that music had a lewd association. It was the
monopoly of harlots and beggars. It was not meant for gentlefolk. She did not like it at
all.
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Question 4. Describe the grandmother’s association with the sparrows.

<l A & TRaTsil ¥ Tey o1 gl B

Answer: In the afternoon the grandmother would feed the sparrows. Sparrows used to
come and perch on her legs, shoulders, and even on her head. She smiled but never
shooed them away. On her death, they also mourned. They took no notice of the bread
thrown to them.
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Question 5. What did the grandmother do on the eve of the author’s return from
abroad?

NGH & e § dic B AW P arel Af 3 &1 fban? (S. S. Exam 2018)

Answer: She collected the women of the neighbourhood, got an old drum and started
to sing. For several hours she thumped the sagging skins of the dilapidated drum and
sang of the homecoming of warriors.
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C. Answer the following questions in 125 words each:

fRafafad Ui & IR 125 T3 § &

Question 1. Write a character sketch of the author’s grandmother.
ARG BT GTe HI BT AR 0T Hiferd |

Answer: The grandmother was a typical Indian village-dwelling old lady who felt the
pangs of seclusion caused by her migration to the city. She was a silent onlooker of the
social changes taking place in modern India. She was very old. Her wrinkled face seemed
to have remained as it was for the last twenty years. She was short, fat and slightly bent.



She was a religious lady. She spent all her life in telling beads and praying. She read
scriptures. She used to feed dogs in the village and sparrows in the city. Thus, she was a
true lover of animals.

She never shooed away the sparrows. She was a lady of strong character. She had her
own convictions which she rigorously followed. She had foreseen her end. She told in
advance that her end had come, though it was a mild fever. The character of the
grandmother makes us sentimental.
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Question 2. ‘Everybody including the sparrows mourned over the grandmother’s
death’. Discuss.
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Answer: When the grandmother went to the city, she took to feed the sparrows in the
afternoon. The sparrows became so attached to her that they used to sit on her legs,
shoulders and even on her head. She used to smile but never shooed them away. When
the grandmother died, every family member mourned.

This is natural for humans but when the family members went to make arrangements for
her funeral, thousands of sparrows sat scattered on the floor all over the verandah and
in her room right up to where she lay dead and stiff wrapped in the red shroud. They
were not chirping. Instead, they were sitting quietly.

When the author’s mother threw bread crumbs to the sparrows, they took no notice of
it. All these things show that everybody including the sparrows mourned the
grandmother’s death.
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Question 3. Trace the various phases of the author’s relationship with his
grandmother.
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Answer: The various phases of the author’s relationship with his grandmother were as
follow:

(a) In the village:

They were always together in the village. The grandmother used to bathe him and get
him ready for the school. She used to go to school with him because school was
attached to the temple.

(b) In the city:

The author started going to an English school. Now the grandmother could not come to
school with the author because he went to school by motor bus. She could not help him
in his studies. The grandmother began to spend her time by praying and feeding the
sparrows. She did not like the idea of music being taught and rarely talked to him.

(c) When the author went to university:

He was given a separate room. The last link of friendship was broken. The grandmother
spent all her time in spinning, praying and feeding sparrows.
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Question 4. What was the common link of friendship between the author and his
grandmother? How did the grandmother behave when their friendship was
snapped?
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Answer: The author and his grandmother were living together. Both cared for each
other. And it was the common link of friendship between them. When they were in the
village, she used to help the author in every way. But when they went to the city, there
came a turning point.

Now she could not go to school with the author and help him with his lessons. She was
disturbed to know about the teaching of music. After this, she did not complain but
became silent. She rarely talked to him. When the author went to university, he was
given a room of his own.

The common link of friendship was snapped. The grandmother accepted her seclusion
with resignation. She took spinning-wheel from sunrise to sunset and reciting prayers. In
the afternoon she used to feed the sparrows.
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Question 5. “She was like the winter landscape in the mountains, an expanse of
pure white serenity breathing peace and contentment.” How far do you agree with
the author’s description of his grandmother as stated above?
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Answer: | agree with the description. The colour white represents or signifies purity,
innocence, divinity, serenity and light. Here in the portrait, the grandmother is a symbol
of all these qualities. She wore spotless white clothes. She used to tell the beads of her
rosary all the time and was always busy praying.

In the village, she used to go to temple daily, read the scriptures and feed village dogs.
She was disturbed upon knowing that English schools taught nothing about God and
the scriptures. She used to spin at the spinning wheel and recite prayers from sunrise to
sunset. The feeding of the sparrows was the happiest half-hour of the day for her. The
sparrows even sat on her legs, shoulders and head. Such was her innocence.
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D. Creative Writing:

Recreate your relationship with your grandparents.



Answer: | have a grandmother. She is a religious lady. She is old but she spends most of
her time in telling beads and saying prayers. She goes to the temple every day. In the
evening when | return from school, she tries to talk to me. But | don't like her talking
and asking questions about my activities.

| think that she is trying to poke her nose into my matters. But now | have understood
that she is a typical Indian village woman. She is an onlooker of the changes taking
place in our society. | will respect her now. | will answer her questions. | suggest that
everybody must respect their elders because they expect it from us and they deserve
this.

RBSE Class 12 English Panorama Chapter 2 Additional Questions
A. Answer the following questions in about 30 to 40 words each:
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Question 1. How did the author’s grandfather look?

RGP P Garel HY e ad A7

Answer: The author’s grandfather wore a big turban and loose-fitting clothes. His long
beard covered the best part of his chest and he looked at least a hundred years old.
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Question 2. How did the grandmother look?
aral ot faars St of?

Answer: The grandmother was an old woman. She was short, fat and slightly bent. Her
face was a criss-cross of wrinkles running from everywhere to everywhere. But she was
beautiful.
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Question 3. What did the author think about the games of the grandmother?

e & Wl & IR A AP BT T faaR ur?




Answer: The author did not like the games that his grandmother used to play as a child.
They seemed quite absurd and undignified on her part. He treated them like the fables
of the Prophets she used to tell them.
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Question 4. How did the grandmother use to walk?
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Answer: The grandmother used to hobble. She had to put one hand on her waist to
balance her stoop. She used to tell the beads of her rosary with the other hand.
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Question 5. When and why did the grandmother use to say her prayers before the
author?

ARa & ITHA arel e UrfAT fosar et ot ik e

Answer: She used to say her prayers before the author while she bathed and dressed
him. She sang it in the hope that the author would listen and get to know it by heart.
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Question 6. What were the things that the author carried with him to school?
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Answer: The author carried a wooden slate washed and plastered with yellow chalk, a
tiny earthen ink-pot and a red pen. They all were tied in a bundle.
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Question 7. What do you know about the school of the author?
3T D o fa=ITed & IR W o1 S 52

Answer: The school was attached to the temple. The teacher was the priest. He used to
teach them the alphabet and morning prayers. The children sat in rows on either side of
the verandah.
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Question 8. Why did the grandmother take to feeding sparrows in the city?
aTet e’ W RS DY ol R wh oz

Answer: The reason why the grandmother took to feeding sparrows in the city was that
she could not come to school with the author and there were no dogs in the streets. It
was a kind of favourite pastime for her.
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Question 9. What was taught to the author in English school?

SRS fI=Ia H Traes &) 3T UG SiTaT UT?

Answer: The author was taught English words and little things of western science and
learning like the law of gravity, Archimedes's principle, the world being round etc. He
was taught music also.
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Question 10. How did the grandmother enjoy feeding the sparrows?
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Answer: When the grandmother threw the little bits of bread to the sparrows, hundreds
of little birds collected around her creating a veritable bedlam of chirpings. Some



perched on her legs, on her shoulders and head but she smiled and never shooed them
away.
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Question 11. How did the grandmother react when the author was going abroad?
ofe e fAa=T i XgT U1 Tt &Tel 3 o1 St faar

Answer: When the author was going abroad, she came to see him off at the railway
station. But she was not even sentimental. She did not talk or show any emotion. She
went on telling the beads of her rosary and kissed the author’s forehead silently.
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Question 12. Why did the author cherish the moist imprint of his grandmother’s
like the last sign of physical contact between them?
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Answer: The author was going abroad for five years. His grandmother was very old and
nothing could be said about her survival. He had doubts that she would die before he
returned from abroad.
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Question 13. How did the grandmother receive the author at the station?

el A TGP BT TH W W 59 UeR I fHar

Answer: The grandmother came to the station to receive the author. But she had no
time for words. She clasped the author in her arms and went on reciting prayers.
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Question 14. How did the grandmother enjoy the return of the author?
GTal 4 TG BI AU BT {5y UBR W e foram

Answer: The grandmother enjoyed the return of the author differently. She fed for a
longer time to the sparrows with frivolous rebukes. In the evening she collected the
women of the neighbourhood, got an old drum and sang of the home-coming of
warriors.
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Question 15. Why was the grandmother persuaded to stop playing the drum?
QA B Gl FolH U I & [O18 SPIEYdD I THSIHT TST?

Answer: For several hours the grandmother thumped the sagging skins of the
'dilapidated drum and sang of the home-coming of warriors. It was causing strain to her.
So she was persuaded to stop.

G4l FS US| dd Achd U ¢C old & IHS UR UMY oot Xa! adl Alglsif & O aruit & Ma
Tt XGT | TN 3% 98 of Y ol Tal Al Y 3% P+ & Al AEYdd THIMT
el

Question 16. How can it be said that the grandmother knew that her end had
come?
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Answer: The grandmother had a mild fever and the doctor said that it would go. But
she said that she was not going to waste any more time in talking just before the close
of the first chapter of her life. And she really died. So we can say so.
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Question 17. How did the grandmother take her last breath?
Gl = U Sifcr A fobd UpR J off?

Answer: The grandmother was laying peacefully in bed praying and telling her beads.
Suddenly her lips stopped moving and the rosary fell from her lifeless fingers. A peaceful
pallor spread on her face.
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Question 18. Why did the sparrows take no notice of the bits of bread?
RT3 3 At & THS| IR Bl & ol gl [oaT?

Answer: The sparrows used to gather to eat the bread crumbs thrown by the
grandmother. They were emotionally attached to her. When the grandmother died, they
also mourned. So they took no notice of the bread.
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Question 19. Explain the odd way in which the author’s grandmother behaved just
before she died.
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Answer: Just before her death, the grandmother lay peacefully in bed praying and
telling her beads. She refused to talk and tried to utilize most of her remaining time in

praying.
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Question 20. Explain the way in which the sparrows expressed their sorrow when
the author’s grandmother died.
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Answer: The sparrows gathered around the grandmother’s corpse which was lying
wrapped in a red shroud. They were not chirping as if paying a silent tribute to her.
When the grandmother’s corpse was removed, they flew away silently.
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B. Answer the following questions in 125 words each:

fRafafed ude Uy &1 3R 125 Tsal A S/

Question 1. How can you say that the prayer was an inseparable part of the life of
the grandmother?

3T HY FHg Tobd & fob U1 <16} & Sha= 1 3ifire 3i offe

Answer: After going through the portrait of the author’s grandmother, we come to
know that the prayer was an inseparable part of her life. There are so many instances of
this. She used to keep her rosary in her hand and tell the beads all the time. When the
author was going abroad, she came to leave him to the station. But she did not stop
telling the beads of her rosary even then. Her lips were moving in prayer, her mind was
lost in prayer. Her fingers were busy telling the beads of her rosary. When the author
returned from abroad and met her at the station, she still had no time for words. While
she clasped the author in her arms, she was still reciting prayers. Even when she was
about to die, she refused to stop praying.
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Question 2. Give three reasons why the author’s grandmother was disturbed when
the author started going to a school in the city.
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Answer: The grandmother was disturbed because of the following reasons:
(a) No religious teaching at the English school:

There was no teaching about God and scriptures in the English school. She did not like
such a school where there was no education regarding God and religion.

(b) She could not help the author in his studies:

The grandmother used to help the author in his studies in the village. Now she could
not help the author in his studies. It was because she did not know English and felt
helpless in this matter.

(c) Music was taught at school:

She was disturbed when she knew that music lessons were given at school. She believed
that music was meant only for beggars and harlots.
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Question 3. Explain the ways in which the author’s grandmother spent her days
after he (author) grew up.
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Answer:
The ways in which the author’s grandmother spent her days were as follow:




(a) Spinning:
The grandmother started spinning at the spinning-wheel when the author was given his
own separate room. From sunrise to sunset she sat by her spinning-wheel.

(b) Praying:

Her lips always moved in inaudible prayer and her hands were always busy telling the
beads of the rosary. She kept on reciting prayers even when working with the spinning-
wheel.

(c) Feeding the sparrows:

Only in the afternoon, she left her spinning-wheel to feed the sparrows. She used to
feed them lovingly. It used to be the happiest half-hour of the day for her. The sparrows
used to come and perch on her legs and shoulders. Some even sat on her head, but she
never shooed them away.
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Question 4. Narrate the values of life you learn from the lesson ‘The Portrait of a
Lady’. (Board Sample Paper, 2018)
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Answer: We learn a number of values of life from this lesson. The grandmother of the
author teaches us many lessons. First of all, there should be a great and firm belief in
God. We should not forget that Godliness brings happiness in the family. Benevolence is
another value we learn. We should always feed the animals and birds and love them.



The grandmother’s love and care for her grandson tell us how our grandparents love us.
She is disturbed to know that the English school did not teach children about God and
scriptures. In her opinion, every child should be taught about them.

The behaviour of the sparrows on the death of the grandmother shows us that if we
love and care for animals and birds, in return, they also ‘love us and show their feelings.
In all the grandmother is seen as a very religious and down-to-earth lady who believes
in values of life.
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