
The Portrait of a Lady 
 

Textual Questions 

Comprehension Questions  

 

A. Choose the correct alternative: 

Question 1. The grandmother fed the dogs with… 

 

(a) rice 

(b) stale chapattis 

(c) sugar 

(d) bread 

Question 2. The grandmother worked on a ……………. 

 

(a) sewing machine 

(b) spinning wheel 

(c) gas stove 

(d) sitar 

Question 3. Where did the author go for higher studies? 

 

(a) Lucknow 

(b) Delhi 

(c) Abroad 

(d) Calcutta 

 

Question 4. The author found the thought of his grandmother once having been 

young and pretty almost 

 

(a) absurd 

(b) evolving 

(c) undignified 

(d) fantastic 

 

Answer: 1. (b) 

2. (b) 



3. (c) 

4. (b) 

B. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words each: 

 

Question 1. “That was the turning point in our friendship”. What was the turning 

point? 

 

“वह हमारी ममत्रता म  मर्ायक  मड़  ाा ” मर्ायक  मड़  क्या ाा? 

 

Answer: Being settled in the city with the author’s parents was the turning point in their 

friendship. Now his grandmother could not go to school with him and help him in his 

studies. 

अपरे माता-मपता  े साा लेख  व उर ी दादी  ा शहर म  बसरा उर ी ममत्रता म  मर्ायक  मड़  ाा  

अब दादी मााँ उस े साा मवद्यालक रही ीं जा स ती ाी ीं और उस े अध्यकर म  उस ी मदद रही ीं  र 

स ती ाी ीं  

Question 2. How did the grandmother help her grandson in the morning before 

going to school? 

 

मवद्यालक जारे से पहले दादी मााँ अपरे पौत्र  ी सुबह मवद्यालक जारे म  म स प्र ार से मदद म का  रती 

ाी ीं? 

 

Answer: She woke him up in the morning and got him ready for school. She would 

fetch his wooden slate which she had washed and plastered with yellow chalk, tiny 

earthen ink-pot and a red pen, tie them in a bundle and hand it to him. She gave him 

breakfast before going to school. 

वह उसे सुबह उठाती ीं और उसे मवद्यालक  े मलए तैकार म का  रती ाी ीं  वह उस ी ल ़ ी  ी उस 

तख्ती  ड ले र आती ाी ीं मजसे वह धड र पीले चॉ  से पडत देती ाी ीं, छडटी-सी ममट्टी  ी दवात और लाल 

 लम लाती ीं, इर सब ड ए  गठरी म  बााँधती ीं और इसे उसे सौींप देती ाी ीं  मवद्यालक जारे से पूवय वह उसे 

राश्ता देती ाी ीं  

Question 3. What were the grandmother’s views about learning music? 

 

सींगीत सीखरे  े बारे म  दादी मााँ  ा क्या दृमि ड् ाा? 

 

Answer: The grandmother thought that music had a lewd association. It was the 

monopoly of harlots and beggars. It was not meant for gentlefolk. She did not like it at 

all. 



दादी मााँ  े मवचार से सींगीत  ा सींबींध  ामु ता से ाा  इस पर वेश्याओीं एवीं मिखाररकडीं  ा ए ामध ार 

ाा  कह िद्र पुरुषडीं  ी चीज़ रही ीं ाी  वह इसे मबलु्कल पसन्द रही ीं  रती ाी ीं  

Question 4. Describe the grandmother’s association with the sparrows. 

 

दादी मााँ  े गौरेकाओीं से सींबींध  ा व य्र  ीमजए  

 

Answer: In the afternoon the grandmother would feed the sparrows. Sparrows used to 

come and perch on her legs, shoulders, and even on her head. She smiled but never 

shooed them away. On her death, they also mourned. They took no notice of the bread 

thrown to them. 

दडपहर  े समक दादी मााँ गौरेकाओीं  ड खखलाका  रती ाी ीं  गौरेकाएाँ  आ र उर ी टााँगडीं पर,  ीं धडीं पर ताा 

मसर पर िी बैठ जाका  रती ाी ीं  वह मुस्करा देती ाी ीं लेम र  िी िी उन्ह  रही ीं िगाती ाी ीं  उर ी मृतु्य 

पर वे िी दु:खी हुईीं  उन्हडींरे अपरे मलए डाले गके रडटी  े टु ़ डीं पर  डई ध्यार रही ीं मदका  

Question 5. What did the grandmother do on the eve of the author’s return from 

abroad? 

 

लेख   े मवदेश से लौटरे  ी शाम  ड दादी मााँ रे क्या म का? (S. S. Exam 2018) 

 

Answer: She collected the women of the neighbourhood, got an old drum and started 

to sing. For several hours she thumped the sagging skins of the dilapidated drum and 

sang of the homecoming of warriors. 

उन्हडींरे अपरे प़ डस  ी ममहलाओीं  ड ए मत्रत म का, ए  पुरारा सा ढडल मलका और गारे लगी ीं   ई घण्डीं 

त  वह लट ते हुए टूटे ढडल  े चम़े  पर ााप देती रही ीं और (उन्हडींरे) कडद्धाओीं  े घर वापसी  े गीत िी 

गाके  

C. Answer the following questions in 125 words each: 

 

मरम्नमलखखत प्रश्डीं  े उत्तर 125 शब्डीं म  द : 

Question 1. Write a character sketch of the author’s grandmother. 

 

लेख   ी दादी मााँ  ा चररत्र मचत्र्  ीमजके  

 

Answer: The grandmother was a typical Indian village-dwelling old lady who felt the 

pangs of seclusion caused by her migration to the city. She was a silent onlooker of the 

social changes taking place in modern India. She was very old. Her wrinkled face seemed 

to have remained as it was for the last twenty years. She was short, fat and slightly bent. 



She was a religious lady. She spent all her life in telling beads and praying. She read 

scriptures. She used to feed dogs in the village and sparrows in the city. Thus, she was a 

true lover of animals.  

She never shooed away the sparrows. She was a lady of strong character. She had her 

own convictions which she rigorously followed. She had foreseen her end. She told in 

advance that her end had come, though it was a mild fever. The character of the 

grandmother makes us sentimental. 

दादी ए  ठेठ िारतीक ग्रामी् वृद्ध ममहला ाी ीं जड शहर म  अपरे प्रवास से पैदा हुए दु:ख  ड महसूस  रती 

ाी ीं  आधुमर  िारत म  जड पररवयतर हड रहे हैं वह उर ी मू  दृिा ाी ीं  वह बहुत ही वृद्ध ाी ीं  उर ा 

झुरायदार चेहरा मपछले बीस वषों से ऐसा ही प्रतीत हडता ाा  वह छडटी, मडटी ताा ाड़ ी सी  ुब़ ी ाी ीं  वह 

ए  धाममय  ममहला ाी ीं  उन्हडींरे अपरा सारा जीवर माला जपरे वे प्राायरा  ररे म  मबताका ाा   

 

वह धमयग्रींा पढ़ती ाी ीं  वह गााँव म   ुत्तडीं  ड व शहर म  मचम़ कााँ  ड खखलाका  रती ाी ीं  इस प्र ार से वह 

जारवरडीं  ी सच्ची पे्रमी ाी ीं  वह  िी िी मचम़ कााँ  ड मझ़    र दूर रही ीं म का  रती ाी ीं  वह दृढ़ चररत्र 

वाली ममहला ाी ीं  उर े अपरे मवचार ाे मजर ा उन्हडींरे दृढ़ता से पालर म का  उन्हडींरे अपरे अींत  े बारे 

म  पहले से ही जार मलका ाा  उन्हडींरे पहले से कह बता मदका ाा म  उर ा अींत आ गका ाा कद्यमप कह 

 ेवल हल्का बुखार ही ाा  दादी  ा चररत्र हम  िावु   र देता है  

Question 2. ‘Everybody including the sparrows mourned over the grandmother’s 

death’. Discuss. 

 

‘गौरेकडीं समहत सिी रे दादी मााँ  ी मृतु्य पर दुुःख व्यक्त म का ’ मवचार-मवमशय  ीमजके  

 

Answer: When the grandmother went to the city, she took to feed the sparrows in the 

afternoon. The sparrows became so attached to her that they used to sit on her legs, 

shoulders and even on her head. She used to smile but never shooed them away. When 

the grandmother died, every family member mourned.  

 

This is natural for humans but when the family members went to make arrangements for 

her funeral, thousands of sparrows sat scattered on the floor all over the verandah and 

in her room right up to where she lay dead and stiff wrapped in the red shroud. They 

were not chirping. Instead, they were sitting quietly.  

 

When the author’s mother threw bread crumbs to the sparrows, they took no notice of 

it. All these things show that everybody including the sparrows mourned the 

grandmother’s death. 

जब दादी मााँ शहर म  रहरे  े मलए चली गईीं तड उन्हडींरे दडपहर म  गौरेकडीं  ड खखलारा शुरू  र मदका  उर 

गौरेकाओीं  ा िी दादी मााँ से इतरा लगाव हड गका म  वे उर ी टाींगडीं,  ीं धडीं ताा मसर पर िी बैठ जाका 



 रती ाी ीं  वे मुस्करा देती ाी लेम र उन्ह  दूर रही ीं िगाती ाी ीं  जब दादी मााँ गुजर गईीं तड पररवार  ा 

प्रते्य  सदस्य दु:खी हुआ  कह मरुष्डीं  े मलए स्वािामव  है लेम र जब पररवार  े सदस्य अींमतम सींस्कार 

 ी व्यवस्ाा  ररे  े मलए गए तड सारे बरामदे और उर े  मरे म  और वहााँ त  जहााँ त  वह मडटे लाल 

 प़े  म  मलपटी हुई प़ ी ाी ीं, हजारडीं गौरेकााँ फशय पर मबखरी हुई बैठ गई   

 

वे चहचहा रही ीं रही ाी ीं  इस े बजाक वे चुपचाप बैठी हुई ाी ीं  जब लेख   ी मााँ रे उर े सामरे रडटी  े 

टु ़े  डाले तड उन्हडींरे इस पर ध्यार रही ीं मदका  इर सिी बातडीं से पता चलता है म  गौरेकाओीं समहत सिी 

 ड दादी मााँ  ी मृतु्य पर दु:ख ाा  

Question 3. Trace the various phases of the author’s relationship with his 

grandmother. 

 

लेख   ा दादी मााँ से सींबींध  ी मवमिन्न अवस्ााओीं  ड पता लगाइके  

 

Answer: The various phases of the author’s relationship with his grandmother were as 

follow: 

 

(a) In the village: 

 

They were always together in the village. The grandmother used to bathe him and get 

him ready for the school. She used to go to school with him because school was 

attached to the temple. 

 

(b) In the city: 

 

The author started going to an English school. Now the grandmother could not come to 

school with the author because he went to school by motor bus. She could not help him 

in his studies. The grandmother began to spend her time by praying and feeding the 

sparrows. She did not like the idea of music being taught and rarely talked to him. 

 

(c) When the author went to university: 

 

He was given a separate room. The last link of friendship was broken. The grandmother 

spent all her time in spinning, praying and feeding sparrows. 

लेख   े दादी  े साा उस े सम्बन्ध  ी मवमिन्न अवस्ााएाँ  मरम्नमलखखत रही ीं: 

 

(अ) ग ाँव में: 

 

गााँव म  वे सदा साा रहते  दादी उसे रहलाती ीं और सू्कल  े मलए तैकार  रती ीं  कह उस े साा मवद्यालक 



जाका  रती ाी ीं क्यडींम  मवद्यालक मींमदर  े साा लगा हुआ ाा  

 

(ब) शहर में: 

 

लेख  रे ए  अींगे्रजी सू्कल म  जारा शुरू म का  अब दादी लेख   े साा मवद्यालक रही ीं आ स ती ाी ीं 

क्यडींम  वह मवद्यालक बस से जाता ाा  दादी लेख   ी पढ़ाई म  उस ी मदद रही ीं  र पाती ाी ीं  उन्हडींरे 

अपरा समक प्राायरा  ररे एवीं मचम़ कडीं  ड दारा खखलारे म  व्यतीत  ररा शुरू  र मदका  उन्ह  सींगीत  

मसखाके जारे  ा मवचार पसींद रही ीं आका ताा लेख  से बात   ररा छड़  मदका  

 

(स) जब लेखक ववश्वववद्य लय गय : 

 

लेख   ड अपरा अलग  मरा दे मदका गका  ममत्रता  ा आखखरी सम्बन्ध िी टूट गका  दादी मााँ अपरा 

सारा समक चरखा  ातरे, प्राायरा  ररे और मचमडकडीं  ड दारा खखलारे म  मबताती ीं  

Question 4. What was the common link of friendship between the author and his 

grandmother? How did the grandmother behave when their friendship was 

snapped? 

 

लेख  और उर ी दादी  े बीच ममत्रता  ड साझा सींबींध क्या ाा? जब उर ी ममत्रता टूट गई तड दादी रे 

 ैसा बतायव म का? 

 

Answer: The author and his grandmother were living together. Both cared for each 

other. And it was the common link of friendship between them. When they were in the 

village, she used to help the author in every way. But when they went to the city, there 

came a turning point.  

 

Now she could not go to school with the author and help him with his lessons. She was 

disturbed to know about the teaching of music. After this, she did not complain but 

became silent. She rarely talked to him. When the author went to university, he was 

given a room of his own.  

 

The common link of friendship was snapped. The grandmother accepted her seclusion 

with resignation. She took spinning-wheel from sunrise to sunset and reciting prayers. In 

the afternoon she used to feed the sparrows. 

लेख  और उस ी दादी साा-साा रह रहे ाे  दडरडीं ही ए  दूसरे  ा ध्यार रखा  रते ाे  और कही 

उर े बीच म  ममत्रता  ड साझा सींबध ाा  जब वे गााँव म  ाे तड वह लेख   ी प्रते्य  प्र ार से मदद म का 

 रती ाी ीं  लेम र जब वे शहर चले गके तड कह ए  मर्ायक  क्ष् ाा   

 

अब वह लेख   े साा मवद्यालक रही ीं जा स ती ाी ीं और उस े पाठडीं म  मदद रही ीं  र स ती ाी ीं  वह 



सींगीत मसखाके जारे  े बारे म  जार र परेशार हड गईीं  इस े बाद उन्हडींरे  डई मश ाकत रही ीं  ी, लेम र 

चुप हड गईीं  वह बमुखिल ही उससे बडलती ाी ीं  जब लेख  मवश्वमवद्यालक गका तड उसे स्वकीं  ा  मरा दे 

मदका गका  ममत्रता  ा साझा सींबींध टूट गका   

 

दादी रे अपरे ए ान्त  ड सब्र  े साा स्वी ार  र मलका  उन्हडींरे सूकोदक से सूकायस्त त  प्राायराएीं   रते 

हुए चरखा  ातरा शुरू  र मदका  दडपहर बाद वह गौरेकाओीं  ड खखलाका  रती ाी ीं  

Question 5. “She was like the winter landscape in the mountains, an expanse of 

pure white serenity breathing peace and contentment.” How far do you agree with 

the author’s description of his grandmother as stated above? 

 

“वह पवयतडीं  े बीच शीत  े प्रा ृमत  दृश्य  े समार ाी ीं, जहााँ शुद्ध, शे्वत शाखन्त  ा मवस्तार, शाींमत व सींतडष 

 ी सााँ लेता है ” लेख  द्वारा अपरी दादी मााँ  े उपकुयक्त व य्र से आप  हााँ त  सहमत हैं? 

 

Answer: I agree with the description. The colour white represents or signifies purity, 

innocence, divinity, serenity and light. Here in the portrait, the grandmother is a symbol 

of all these qualities. She wore spotless white clothes. She used to tell the beads of her 

rosary all the time and was always busy praying.  

 

In the village, she used to go to temple daily, read the scriptures and feed village dogs. 

She was disturbed upon knowing that English schools taught nothing about God and 

the scriptures. She used to spin at the spinning wheel and recite prayers from sunrise to 

sunset. The feeding of the sparrows was the happiest half-hour of the day for her. The 

sparrows even sat on her legs, shoulders and head. Such was her innocence. 

मैं इस व य्र से सहमत हाँ  सफेद रींग शुद्धता, िडलेपर, मदव्यता, गींिीरता ताा प्र ाश  ड प्र ट  रता है  

कहााँ पर उक्त शब्मचत्र म  दादी इर सिी गु्डीं  ी प्रती  हैं  वह बेदाग सफेद  प़े  पहरा  रती ाी ीं  वह 

हर समक अपरी माला  ड जपा  रती ाी ीं  वह हमेशा ही प्राायरा म  व्यस्त रहती ाी ीं  गााँव म  वह प्रमतमदर 

मींमदर जाका  रती ाी ीं  वह धमयग्रींा पढ़ा  रती ाी ीं   

 

वह गााँव  े  ुत्तडीं  ड खखलाका  रती ाी ीं  वह कह जार र परेशार हड गईीं म  अींगे्रजी मवद्यालक म  ईश्वर ताा 

धमयग्रींाडीं  े बारे म   ुछ िी रही ीं पढ़ाका जाता ाा  वह सूकोदक से सूकायस्त त  चरखा  ाता  रती ीं व प्राायरा 

म का  रती ाी ीं  गौरेकाओीं  ड खखलारा उर े मलए मदर  ा सबसे अमध  प्रसन्नता देरे वाला आधा घींटा 

हडता ाा  िले ही गौरेकाएीं  उर ी टााँगडीं,  ीं धडीं ताा मसर पर बैठ जाका  रती ाी ीं  कह उर ा िडलापर ही 

ाा  

D. Creative Writing: 

 

Recreate your relationship with your grandparents. 

 



Answer: I have a grandmother. She is a religious lady. She is old but she spends most of 

her time in telling beads and saying prayers. She goes to the temple every day. In the 

evening when I return from school, she tries to talk to me. But I don’t like her talking 

and asking questions about my activities.  

 

I think that she is trying to poke her nose into my matters. But now I have understood 

that she is a typical Indian village woman. She is an onlooker of the changes taking 

place in our society. I will respect her now. I will answer her questions. I suggest that 

everybody must respect their elders because they expect it from us and they deserve 

this. 

RBSE Class 12 English Panorama Chapter 2 Additional Questions 

A. Answer the following questions in about 30 to 40 words each: 

 

मरम्नमलखखत प्रते्य  प्रश्  ा उत्तर 30 से 40 शब्डीं म  दीमजके: 

Question 1. How did the author’s grandfather look? 

 

लेख   े दादाजी  ैसे मदखाई देते ाे? 

 

Answer: The author’s grandfather wore a big turban and loose-fitting clothes. His long 

beard covered the best part of his chest and he looked at least a hundred years old. 

लेख   े दादाजी ए  ब़ ी सी पग़ ी व ढीले  प़े  पहरा  रते ाे  उर ी लम्बी सफेद दाढ़ी उर े सीरे 

 े अमध ाींश िाग  ड ढ ती ाी और वह  म से  म सौ वषय  ी आकु  े लगते ाे  

Question 2. How did the grandmother look? 

 

दादी  ैसी मदखाई देती ाी ीं? 

 

Answer: The grandmother was an old woman. She was short, fat and slightly bent. Her 

face was a criss-cross of wrinkles running from everywhere to everywhere. But she was 

beautiful. 

दादी ए  वृद्ध ममहला ाी ीं  वह ए  छडटी, मडटी ताा ाड़ ी सी  ुब़ ी ाी ीं  उर े चेहरे पर चारडीं ओर 

झुररयकडीं  ी रेखाएीं  ाी ीं  लेम र वह सुींदर ाी ीं  

Question 3. What did the author think about the games of the grandmother? 

 

दादी  े खेलडीं  े बारे म  लेख   ा क्या मवचार ाा? 



Answer: The author did not like the games that his grandmother used to play as a child. 

They seemed quite absurd and undignified on her part. He treated them like the fables 

of the Prophets she used to tell them. 

लेख   ड वे खेल पसींद रही ीं ाे मजन्ह  दादी जब बच्ची ाी ीं खेला  रती ाी ीं  वे उर े मलए मबलु्कल 

अमववे पू य् ताा गररमाहीर प्रतीत हडते ाे  वह उन्ह  पैगम्बरडीं  ी  हामरकडीं  ी िााँमत मलका  रते ाे जड वह 

उन्ह  सुराका  रती ाी ीं  

Question 4. How did the grandmother use to walk? 

 

दादी म स प्र ार से चला  रती ाी? 

 

Answer: The grandmother used to hobble. She had to put one hand on her waist to 

balance her stoop. She used to tell the beads of her rosary with the other hand. 

दादी लींग़ ा र चलती ाी ीं  अपरे  ूब़   ड सहारा देरे  े मलए वह ए  हाा  मर पर रखती ाी ीं  वह 

दूसरे हाा से माला फेरा  रती ाी ीं  

Question 5. When and why did the grandmother use to say her prayers before the 

author? 

 

लेख   े सामरे दादी  ब प्राायरा म का  रती ाी और क्यडीं? 

 

Answer: She used to say her prayers before the author while she bathed and dressed 

him. She sang it in the hope that the author would listen and get to know it by heart. 

जब दादी लेख   ड रहलाती ीं व  प़े  पहराती ीं उस समक वह प्राायराएीं  म का  रती ाी ीं   

 

वह उन्ह  इस आशा  े साा गाका  रती ाी ीं म  लेख  उन्ह  सुर र  ीं ठस्ा  र लेगा  

Question 6. What were the things that the author carried with him to school? 

 

वे  ौर सी चीज  ाी ीं मजन्ह  लेख  मवद्यालक जाते समक अपरे साा ले जाका  रता ाा? 

 

Answer: The author carried a wooden slate washed and plastered with yellow chalk, a 

tiny earthen ink-pot and a red pen. They all were tied in a bundle. 

लेख  धुली हुई एवीं पीली चॉ  से पुती हुई ल ़ ी  ी से्लट, ए  छडटी सी ममट्टी  ी दवात ताा ए  लाल 

पेर ले जाका  रता ाा  वे सिी ए  बण्डल म  बींधे हडले ाे  



Question 7. What do you know about the school of the author? 

 

आप लेख   े मवद्यालक  े बारे म  क्या जारते हैं? 

 

Answer: The school was attached to the temple. The teacher was the priest. He used to 

teach them the alphabet and morning prayers. The children sat in rows on either side of 

the verandah. 

मवद्यालक मींमदर से लगा हुआ ाा  अध्याप  पुजारी ाा  वह उन्ह  व य्माला ताा सुबह  ी प्राायराएीं  मसखाका 

 रता ाा  बचे्च बरामदे  े दडरडीं ओर बैठा  रते ाे  

Question 8. Why did the grandmother take to feeding sparrows in the city? 

 

दादी शहर म  गौरेकाओीं  ड क्यडीं खखलारे लगी ाी ीं? 

 

Answer: The reason why the grandmother took to feeding sparrows in the city was that 

she could not come to school with the author and there were no dogs in the streets. It 

was a kind of favourite pastime for her. 

मजस  ार् से दादी रे शहर म  गौरेकाओीं  ड खखलारा शुरू म का वह कह ाा म  वह लेख   े साा 

मवद्यालक रही ीं जा स ती ाी ीं और वहााँ पर गमलकडीं म   ुते्त रही ीं ाे  कह उर ा मरपसींद मरबहलाव ाा  

Question 9. What was taught to the author in English school? 

 

अींगे्रजी मवद्यालक म  लेख   ड क्या पढ़ाका जाता ाा? 

 

Answer: The author was taught English words and little things of western science and 

learning like the law of gravity, Archimedes’s principle, the world being round etc. He 

was taught music also. 

लेख   ड अींगे्रजी  े शब् ताा पमिमी ज्ञार ताा मवज्ञार  ी चीज  जैसे गुरुत्वा षय्  ा मरकम, 

आम य मीमडज  ा मसद्धाींत, दुमरका गडल है, इत्यामद चीज  पढ़ाई जाती ाी ीं  लेख   ड सींगीत िी पढ़ाका जाता 

ाा  

Question 10. How did the grandmother enjoy feeding the sparrows? 

 

दादी गौरेकाओीं  ड खखलारे  ा म स प्र ार से आरींद मलका  रती ाी ीं? 

 

Answer: When the grandmother threw the little bits of bread to the sparrows, hundreds 

of little birds collected around her creating a veritable bedlam of chirpings. Some 



perched on her legs, on her shoulders and head but she smiled and never shooed them 

away. 

जब दादी गौरेकाओीं  े सामरे रडटी  े छडटे-छडटे टु ़े  डालती ाी ीं तड सैं ़ डीं छडटे-छडटे पक्षी ीं चहचहा र 

शडर मचाते हुए उर े इदय-मगदय  ए त्र हड जाते ाे   ुछ उर ी टाींगडीं पर, उर े  ीं धडीं पर ताा मसर पर बैठ 

जाते लेम र वह मुस्करा देती ीं और  िी िी उन्ह  रही ीं िगाती ाी ीं  

Question 11. How did the grandmother react when the author was going abroad? 

 

जब लेख  मवदेश जा रहा ाा तड दादी रे  ैसा बतायव म का? 

 

Answer: When the author was going abroad, she came to see him off at the railway 

station. But she was not even sentimental. She did not talk or show any emotion. She 

went on telling the beads of her rosary and kissed the author’s forehead silently. 

जब लेख  मवदेश जा रहा ाा तड वह उसे मवदा  ररे  े मलए रेलवे से्टशर त  आईीं  लेम र वह मबलु्कल 

िी िावु  रही ीं हुई  उन्हडींरे बातचीत रही ीं  ी का  डई िावरा प्र ट रही ीं  ी  वह अपरी माला जपती रही ीं 

और चुपचाप लेख   े मााे  ड चूमा  

Question 12. Why did the author cherish the moist imprint of his grandmother’s 

like the last sign of physical contact between them? 

 

लेख  रे अपरी दादी द्वारा अपरे मााे  ड चूम  जारे  े रम मरशार  ड उर े मध्य  े शारीरर  सींप य   ी 

अींमतम मरशारी  े रूप म  सींजड र क्यडीं रखा ाा? 

 

Answer: The author was going abroad for five years. His grandmother was very old and 

nothing could be said about her survival. He had doubts that she would die before he 

returned from abroad. 

लेख  पााँच वषय  े मलके मवदेश जा रहा ाा  उस ी दादी बहुत ही वृद्ध ाी ीं और उर े जीमवत रहरे  े 

मवषक म  रही ीं  हा जा स ता ाा  उसे सींदेह ाा म  उस े मवदेश से वापस आरे  े पहले ही वह मर 

जाएाँ गी  

Question 13. How did the grandmother receive the author at the station? 

 

दादी रे लेख   ा से्टशर पर स्वागत म स प्र ार से म का? 

 

Answer: The grandmother came to the station to receive the author. But she had no 

time for words. She clasped the author in her arms and went on reciting prayers. 



दादी लेख   ा स्वागत  ररे  े मलए से्टशर पर आईीं  लेम र उर े पास बडलरे  े मलए समक रही ीं ाा  

उन्हडींरे लेख   ड अपरी बाहडीं म  मजबूती से प ़ ा और प्राायरा  रती रही ीं  

Question 14. How did the grandmother enjoy the return of the author? 

 

दादी रे लेख   ी वापसी  ा म स प्र ार से आरींद मलका? 

 

Answer: The grandmother enjoyed the return of the author differently. She fed for a 

longer time to the sparrows with frivolous rebukes. In the evening she collected the 

women of the neighbourhood, got an old drum and sang of the home-coming of 

warriors. 

दादी रे लेख   ी वापसी  ा आरींद मिन्न प्र ार से मलका  हल्की मझ़  ी  े साा उन्हडींरे गौरेकाओीं  ड 

देर त  खखलाक  शाम  ड उन्हडींरे प़ डस  ी ममहलाओीं  ड ए मत्रत म का, ए  पुरारा ढडल मलका ताा 

कडद्धाओीं  े घर तौटरे  ा गारा गाका  

Question 15. Why was the grandmother persuaded to stop playing the drum? 

 

दादी  ड ढडल बजारे से रड रे  े मलए आग्रहपूवय  क्यडीं समझारा प़ ा? 

 

Answer: For several hours the grandmother thumped the sagging skins of the 

‘dilapidated drum and sang of the home-coming of warriors. It was causing strain to her. 

So she was persuaded to stop. 

दादी  ई घण्डीं त  लट ते हुए टूटे ढडल  े चम़े  पर ााप देती रही ीं ताा कडद्धाओीं  े घर वापसी  े गीत 

गाती रही ीं  इससे उन्ह  बहुत ही ा ार हड रही ाी  इसमलए उन्ह  रु रे  े मलए आग्रहपूवय  समझारा 

प़ ा  

Question 16. How can it be said that the grandmother knew that her end had 

come? 

 

 ैसे  हा जा स ता है म  दादी जारती ाी ीं म  उर ा अींत (मर ट) आ गका ाा? 

 

Answer: The grandmother had a mild fever and the doctor said that it would go. But 

she said that she was not going to waste any more time in talking just before the close 

of the first chapter of her life. And she really died. So we can say so. 

दादी  ड हल्का बुखार ाा ताा डॉक्टर रे  हा ाा म  कह सही हड जाएगा  लेम र उन्हडींरे  हा म  वह 

अपरे जीवर  े प्राम अध्याक  े बींद हडरे से पहले और अमध  समक बातचीत म  बबायद रही ीं  ररा चाहती 

ाी ीं  और वह वास्तव म  मर गईीं  इसमलए हम ऐसा  ह स ते हैं  



Question 17. How did the grandmother take her last breath? 

 

दादी रे अपरी अींमतम साींस म स प्र ार से ली? 

 

Answer: The grandmother was laying peacefully in bed praying and telling her beads. 

Suddenly her lips stopped moving and the rosary fell from her lifeless fingers. A peaceful 

pallor spread on her face. 

दादी प्राायरा  रते हुए व माला जपते हुए शाींमतपूवय  लेटी हुई ाी ीं  अचार  उर े हडठ रु  गए और 

उर ी मरजीव अींगुमलकडीं से माला मगर गई  ए  शाींत पीलापर उर े चेहरे पर फैल गका  

Question 18. Why did the sparrows take no notice of the bits of bread? 

 

गौरेकाओीं रे रडटी  े टु ़ डीं पर  डई ध्यार क्यडीं रही ीं मदका? 

 

Answer: The sparrows used to gather to eat the bread crumbs thrown by the 

grandmother. They were emotionally attached to her. When the grandmother died, they 

also mourned. So they took no notice of the bread. 

दादी द्वारा डाले गके रडटी  े टु ़ डीं  ड खारे  े मलए गौरेकाएाँ  ए मत्रत हुआ  रती ाी ीं  वे उरसे 

िावरात्म  रूप से जु़ ी हुई ाी ीं  जब दादी गुजर गईीं तड वे िी दु:खी हुईीं  इसमलए उन्हडींरे रडटी  े टु ़ डीं 

पर  डई ध्यार रही ीं मदका  

Question 19. Explain the odd way in which the author’s grandmother behaved just 

before she died. 

 

मररे से ठी  पहले लेख   ी दादी मााँ रे मजस मवमचत्र ढींग से व्यवहार म का, उस ा उले्लख  ीमजए  

 

Answer: Just before her death, the grandmother lay peacefully in bed praying and 

telling her beads. She refused to talk and tried to utilize most of her remaining time in 

praying. 

अपरी मृतु्य से ठी  पहले दादी मााँ शाखन्तपूवय  मबस्तर पर लेट गईीं और प्राायराएाँ   ररे लगी ीं और माला 

जपरे लगी ीं  उन्हडींरे बात  ररे से मरा  र मदका और अपरे अमध ाींश बचे हुए समक  ड प्राायरा म  उपकडग 

 ररे  ा प्रकास म का  

Question 20. Explain the way in which the sparrows expressed their sorrow when 

the author’s grandmother died. 

 

वह तरी ा बताइके मजस े द्वारा गौरेकाओीं रे लेख   ी दादी  ी मृतु्य पर दुुःख प्र ट म का  

 



Answer: The sparrows gathered around the grandmother’s corpse which was lying 

wrapped in a red shroud. They were not chirping as if paying a silent tribute to her. 

When the grandmother’s corpse was removed, they flew away silently. 

गौरैकाएाँ  दादी  े शव  े इदय-मगदय  इ ट्ठी हड गकी ीं जड लाल  फर म  मलपटा हुआ प़ ा ाा  वे चहचहा रही ीं 

रही ाी ीं मारड उन्ह  मू  श्रद्धाञ्जमल अमपयत  र रही ाी ीं  जब दादी  ा शव हटा मदका गका, वे चुपचाप उ़  

गकी ीं  

B. Answer the following questions in 125 words each: 

 

मरम्नमलखखत प्रते्य  प्रश्  ा उत्तर 125 शब्डीं म  दीमजके  

Question 1. How can you say that the prayer was an inseparable part of the life of 

the grandmother? 

 

आप  ैसे  ह स ते हैं म  प्राायरा दादी  े जीवर  ा अमिन्न अींग ाी? 

 

Answer: After going through the portrait of the author’s grandmother, we come to 

know that the prayer was an inseparable part of her life. There are so many instances of 

this. She used to keep her rosary in her hand and tell the beads all the time. When the 

author was going abroad, she came to leave him to the station. But she did not stop 

telling the beads of her rosary even then. Her lips were moving in prayer, her mind was 

lost in prayer. Her fingers were busy telling the beads of her rosary. When the author 

returned from abroad and met her at the station, she still had no time for words. While 

she clasped the author in her arms, she was still reciting prayers. Even when she was 

about to die, she refused to stop praying. 

लेख   ी दादी  े शब्मचत्र  ड पढ़रे  े पिात् हम  पता चलता है म  प्राायरा उर े जीवर  ा अमिन्न 

अींग ाी  इस े  ई सारे उदाहर् हैं  वह अपरी माला  ड अपरे हाा म  रख र हर समक माला जपती 

रहती ाी ीं  जब लेख  मवदेश जा रहा ाा तड वह उसे मवदा  ररे से्टशर पर आई  लेम र उस समक िी 

उन्हडींरे अपरा  माला जपरा- बींद रही ीं म का  उर े हडठ प्राायरा म  महलते रहे, उर ा मर प्राायरा म  खडका 

हुआ ाा  उर ा हाा माला जपरे म  व्यस्त ाा  जब लेख  मवदेश से लौटा तड वह उससे ममलरे  े मलके 

से्टशर गईीं उर े पास उस समक िी बातचीत  ररे  े मलए समक रही ीं ाा  जब उन्हडींरे लेख   ड अपरी 

बाहडीं म   स र प ़ ा, उस समक िी वह प्राायरा  र रही ाी ीं  कहााँ त  म  जब वे मररे वाली ाी ीं उन्हडींरे 

प्राायरा बींद  ररे से मरा  र मदका  

Question 2. Give three reasons why the author’s grandmother was disturbed when 

the author started going to a school in the city. 

 

लेख   ी दादी  े परेशार हड जारे  े तीर  ार् बताइके जब लेख  शहर  े सू्कल म  जारे लगा  

 



Answer: The grandmother was disturbed because of the following reasons: 

 

(a) No religious teaching at the English school: 

 

There was no teaching about God and scriptures in the English school. She did not like 

such a school where there was no education regarding God and religion. 

 

(b) She could not help the author in his studies: 

 

The grandmother used to help the author in his studies in the village. Now she could 

not help the author in his studies. It was because she did not know English and felt 

helpless in this matter. 

 

(c) Music was taught at school: 

 

She was disturbed when she knew that music lessons were given at school. She believed 

that music was meant only for beggars and harlots. 

दादी मरम्नमलखखत  ार्डीं से परेशार ाी ीं: 

 

(अ) अींगे्रजी सू्कल म  धाममय  अध्यापर रही ीं ाा: 

अींगे्रजी सू्कल म  ईश्वर और धाममय  ग्रन्डीं  े सम्बन्ध म   डई पढ़ाई रही ीं हडती ाी  वह ऐसे सू्कल  ड पसन्द 

रही ीं  रती ाी ीं जहााँ ईश्वर और धमय से सम्बखन्धत मशक्षा र हड  

 

(ब) वह लेख   ी पढ़ाई म  मदद रही ीं  र पाती ाी ीं: 

दादी गााँव म  लेख   ी पढ़ाई म  मदद म का  रती ाी ीं  अब दादी लेख   ी पढ़ाई म  मदद रही ीं  र 

पाती ाी ीं  ऐसा इसमलए ाा क्यडींम  वह अींगे्रजी रही ीं जारती ाी ीं  और इस मामले म  स्वकीं  ड असहाक 

अरुिव  रती ाी ीं  

 

(स) सू्कल म  सींगीत पढ़ाका जाता ाा: 

दादी परेशार हड गईीं जब उन्ह  पता चला म  सू्कल म  सींगीत  े पाठ पढ़ाए जाते हैं  उन्ह  मवश्वास ाा म  

सींगीत  ेवल मिखाररकडीं और वेश्याओीं  े मलए ही बरा है  

Question 3. Explain the ways in which the author’s grandmother spent her days 

after he (author) grew up. 

 

वे तरी े बताइके मजरसे लेख   ी दादी लेख   े ब़े  हड जारे पर अपरा समक व्यतीत  रती ाी ीं  

Answer:  

The ways in which the author’s grandmother spent her days were as follow: 

 



(a) Spinning: 

The grandmother started spinning at the spinning-wheel when the author was given his 

own separate room. From sunrise to sunset she sat by her spinning-wheel. 

 

(b) Praying: 

Her lips always moved in inaudible prayer and her hands were always busy telling the 

beads of the rosary. She kept on reciting prayers even when working with the spinning-

wheel. 

 

(c) Feeding the sparrows: 

Only in the afternoon, she left her spinning-wheel to feed the sparrows. She used to 

feed them lovingly. It used to be the happiest half-hour of the day for her. The sparrows 

used to come and perch on her legs and shoulders. Some even sat on her head, but she 

never shooed them away. 

दादी अपरा मदर मजर तरी डीं से मबताती ाी ीं, वे मरम्नमलखखत ाे: 

 

(अ) चरखा  ात र: 

जब लेख   ड अपरा अलग  मरा दे मदका गका तड दादी रे चरखा  ातरा शुरू म का  सुबह से शाम त  

वह चरखा  ातती रहती ाी ीं  

 

(ब) प्राायरा  र े: 

उर े हडींठ सुराई र देरे वाली प्राायरा म  हमेशा महलते रहते ाे और हााडीं से वह हमेशा माला जपती रहती 

ाी ीं  वह चरखे पर िी प्राायरा बडलती रहती ाी ीं  

 

(स) गौरेकाओीं  ड िडजर  रा र: 

 ेवल दडपहर म  वह गौरेकाओीं  ड खारा खखलारे  े मलए चरखी छड़ ती ाी ीं  वह उन्ह  प्यार से खारा 

खखलाती ाी ीं  कह उर े मलए मदर  ा सबसे ज्यादा प्रसन्नता देरे वाला आधा घींटा हुआ  रता ाा  गौरेकाएाँ  

आ र उर ी टााँगडीं और  ीं धडीं पर बैठ जाका  रती ाी ीं   ुछ तड उर े मसर पर िी बैठ जाका  रती ाी ीं 

लेम र वह  िी उन्ह  मझ़   र दूर रही ीं म का  रती ाी ीं  

Question 4. Narrate the values of life you learn from the lesson ‘The Portrait of a 

Lady’. (Board Sample Paper, 2018) 

 

‘ए  ममहला  ा शब्मचत्र’ राम  पाठ से आप जड जीवर-मूल्य सीखते हैं उर ा व य्र  ीमजए  

 

Answer: We learn a number of values of life from this lesson. The grandmother of the 

author teaches us many lessons. First of all, there should be a great and firm belief in 

God. We should not forget that Godliness brings happiness in the family. Benevolence is 

another value we learn. We should always feed the animals and birds and love them. 



The grandmother’s love and care for her grandson tell us how our grandparents love us. 

She is disturbed to know that the English school did not teach children about God and 

scriptures. In her opinion, every child should be taught about them.  

 

The behaviour of the sparrows on the death of the grandmother shows us that if we 

love and care for animals and birds, in return, they also ‘love us and show their feelings. 

In all the grandmother is seen as a very religious and down-to-earth lady who believes 

in values of life. 

हम इस पाठ से  ई जीवर-मूल्य सीखते हैं  लेख   ी दादी मााँ हम   ई बात  मसखाती हैं  सवयप्राम ईश्वर 

म  दृढ़ मवश्वास हडरा चामहए  हम  रही ीं िूलरा चामहए म  धमयमरष्ठा पररवार म  खुमशकााँ लाती है  परडप ार 

दूसरा जीवर मूल्य है जड हम सीखते हैं  हम  हमेशा जारवरडीं और पमक्षकडीं  ड िडजर देरा चामहए और उरसे 

पे्रम  ररा चामहए   

 

दादी मााँ  ा अपरे पौत्र  े प्रमत पे्रम व देखिाल हम  कह बताते हैं म  हमारे दादी-दादा हमसे म तरा प्यार 

 रते हैं  वह कह जार र मवचमलत हड जाती हैं म  अींगे्रजी सू्कलडीं म  बच्चडीं  ड ईश्वर एवीं धमयग्रन्डीं  े बारे म  

रही ीं पढ़ाका जाता है  उर े दृमि ड् म  प्रते्य  बचे्च  ड इर ी मशक्षा दी जारी चामहए   

 

दादी मााँ  ी मृतु्य पर गौरैकाओीं  ा व्यवहार हम  कह दशायता है म  कमद हम जारवरडीं एवीं पमक्षकडीं से पे्रम  र  

और उर ा ध्यार रख , तड बदले म  वे िी हम  प्यार  रते हैं और अपरी िावराओीं  ड प्रदमशयत  रते हैं  

 ुल ममला र दादी मााँ ए  बहुत ही धाममय  एवीं सरल ममहला हैं जीवर-मूल्यडीं म  मवश्वास  रती हैं  


