What is Democracy? Why Democracy?

7.1 What is Democracy ?

The word 'Democracy’ has been derived from a Greek word ‘Demokratia’, -

‘Demos’ means people and 'Kratia’ means rule. Democracy is a form of

government in which the W@.
7.2 Common features of democratic government & non-
demaocratic government
(a) ‘Démoc’ratic government
) Government foﬁned by people's representatives.

(i) Representatives are elected in a free and ‘air election.

(i) Different decisions of the government are taken in an open manner;

debate in média, invitation to experts opinion, representations by the
common man form a part of decision making process.

(iv) Citizens have a right to oppose and criticize any government action
\___/J

and policy.

{v) Citizens have a right or protest, as long as the mode of protest is -

within the boundaries of law.
{b) Non-democratlcgovemment
{i) ule by fgrgg, bya person or by a'group of persons
(ii) ﬂqggagggm__rgs pex mitted.

(it No criticism of govemment orthe ruiers is tolerated
{iv) szens have no rights,

V- Ciﬁzeﬁs cannot resott to any _me'thod of prbtes_t. :

"Words are used to éxpress
certain ideas. But the word
"democracy" as it is used by
political system, seems io
express everything or
nothing. The difficulty lies in
the fact that the term has been
understood not only as a form
of government but alsc as an
ideal way of life. Today it is
seen as the best possible form
of governance."
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Democracy means goverament of
the people, for the people and by the
people. In direct democracy, people
directly participate in the

odministration of the couniry.

* Jindirect-dem c"CC)'ISrun bythe

representatives of the people.

certain direct democraiicdévices are

and Switzerland.

| Aithough direct democracy is .
Yimpracticable i_q”moderﬁsta_}es,vyet E ;

tn direct CemoeT=== - by - Ademocracy must
eriployed in some states of USAL} - ( ) _ mocracy HE>

7.3 Features ot aemocravy
(a} In a democracy the final decision making power must rest with
those elected by the people
A democratic government is ‘one in which the people's representatives
participate in decision making process. They owna collective responsibility
for all the decisions taken by the government. There are examples where
representatives of people are chosen but they are not allowed to participate
in decision making process. This happens in many dictatorships and
monarchies, e.g. currently in Pakistan under Gerﬁ@_ildusharraf.- They
formally have an elected parliament and government @_@g&&m
with those who are not elected. Not withstanding the existence of elected
naﬁonafa“n(ﬁ)}'é(riﬁ’c}él assemblies, these countries can not be classified as
a democratic country. _
e Inoct 1999, General Parvez Musharraf overthrew the democratically
elected govt. and declared himself "QPH&E_EXEQ_ TIVE ountry..
o In 2002 he held a referendum that granted him a 5 yrs extension. It
- was based onjglmagﬁg_es,_ar_@jmd, o
o InAugust 2002 heissued " EGAL FRAMEWORK ORDER" . According
to this order, the President can dismiss the national or. provincial

e

_assemblies. . I
o  Theworkof civilian cabinet is su ervised by awgg)_@} B
~whichis dominated by military officers. W\@}l General
Musharraf. ’ :

~

e

Eck Your LEARNING ]

1. This cartoon was drawn when elections were held inlraq with the presence
of US and other foreign powers. What do you think this cartoon is saying?

B Why is ‘democracy’ writteri the way it is?’

-~ - -

AN

be hased on fr eand fair"g'lectidns',vih_'er:e_ t:_o,éé{
currently in pow_er;h‘av'e__’-h_:fali-_éh'a{n‘céf qfﬁldsit;g.' R SR
The essence of.deiocracy; 1s that the rulers must be truly-peoples-
'repfesentaiives. In-brdéf to chop'se,'these‘_;r‘gprefsentéﬁiveé; a syster of
elections is put in order. Now, an election could Have'some meaning ghd,,
significance only .jf_.;it:has been e

Afree electionsone in which even




to vote without fear and threat. He exercises his choice in a judicious manner.

A fair election is one in which those persons who are currently in power

have a fair chance of losing. If the election process is rigged and manipulated
—— .

in such a manner that the result is a foregone conclusion, it does not

constitute a fair election.

[CHECK YoUR ANSWERS |2

1.

CHECK YOUR LEARNING

Democracy ~ where fair and free elections must be held - is being forced
on Irag by the US and its allies. There are no 'free’ and 'fair' elections. The
capital M suggests mockery of democratic norms.

"In China, elections are regularly held after 5 years for electing
the country's parliament, but still it cannot be called a democratic
country". ’

@ In China, elections are regularly held after five years for electing the
Countiy's parliament, called Quanguo Renmin Daibiac Dahui (National
People's Congress)

{i} The National People's Congress has the power to appoint the President
of the country.

{ii) It has nearly 3000 members elected from all over China. Some

members are elected by the army.

{iv) Before contesting elections, a candidate needs the approval of the
Chinese Communist Party.

(v) Only those who are members of the Chinese Communist Party or

eight smaller parties allied to it were allowed to contest elections held |

- in2002-03. - - - - —
{vi) The government is alv@gsj)‘r_med by the Communist Party.

Syria is a small West Asian country. The ruling Ba'ath Party and some of
its small allies are the only parties allowed in that country. ‘Do you think
this cartoon could apply to China or Mexico? What does the crown of
leaves on democracy signify?

FA

8 si6ns or nEvogRAEY. |

Fig.3 A Ballot

“Fig.4 Parvez Musharraf

e
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. Fig.6 A cartoon drawn in context

of Latin america

. {1t applies to the P
TOther countries fo which this cartoon |

Y applies are are Myanmar, Iraq
- [ where people are m
- fthearmy.if hos not l’mppened inour

Th:s cartoon was drcwn in the
context of Lafin America. Do you
think it applies to the Pakistani
sit ation as well? Think of other
countries where this could apply?
Does this happen sometimes in our
country as well? :
i situation.

oountry

[ChEck Your Answers [
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CHECK YOUR LEARNING.

The cartoon suggests that there is no true democracy in Syria. Yes, it
would suit China and Mexico also where no opposition parties are allowed
to contest election. )

Crown of leaves : It is a symbol of victory. In Greece the reward to the
winner was this crown. Here the crown suggests that ‘democracy’ has won
and demands justice, but the one party rule is denymg this right to the
people of Syria.

Democracy in Mexico

Since its independence in 1930, Mexico holds elections aﬁer every six
years to elect its president. The country has never been under a military or
dictator's rule. But still it cannot be called democratic country. Free and
fair election is the basic feature of democracy but in Mexico this is not so.
In Mexico until 2000, every election was won by party called PRI (Institutional
Revolutionary Party). Opposition parties did contest elections, but never
managed to win. The PRl vas known to use many dmy tricksto win elections.

All those who were employed in government offices had to attend its party
meetings. Teachers of government schools used to force parents to vote
for the PRI Media largely ignored the activities of apposition political parties
except to criticize them, Sometimes the polling booths were shifted from
one place to another in the last minute, which made it difficult for people
to cast their votes. The PRI spent a large sum of money in the campalgn
for its candidates.

Th1s cartoon is about the Iraqi election held after Saddam Hussain’s regime
was overthrown. He is shown behind the bars. What is the cartoonist saying
here? Compare the message of this cartoon with the first cartoon in'this
chapter. -

hat i is called "universal adult franc}use" _
it meansall the aduits have a righit to' vote without any dlscnmmatxon based
on sex, .colour, race caste or class. Each person can caste one votp, all”
- -votesare, countéd the person who. gets the maximum number o; ‘votes:
gets elected in many countrles thxs isnot bow the,system works There are

A true democracy grants its cxt;zens,




many instances of denial of equal right to vote:

) InSaudi Araww to vote.
—_— .

(i) Estonia_has made its citizenship rules in such a way that people
belonging to Russian minorit find it difficult to get the right to vote

i) In Fiji, the electoral system is such that the vote of an indigenous Fiji
has more value than that of an India-Fijian.

[CHECK YOUR ANSWERS &

1.

CHECK YOUR LEARNING

The cartoon shows the end of dictatorship in Iraq where Saddam ruled
unchecked. People rejoice at elections being held. But the first cartoon
shows that people do not have a real choice. They are forced to vote, by
the powerful US and its allies.

Rule of law and Respect for right

The state should respect some basic rights of the citizens. They should be

free to think, to have opinions, to express their views in public, to form

associations, to protesi. Everyone should be equal in the eyes of law. There
should be an independent judiciary whose orders are obeyed by everyone.

A democratic government rules within imits set by constitutional law and
citizens rights.

o ZANU-PF - the party led the freedom struggle movement under the
Jeadership of Robert Mugabe.
€ ert MUgane.

®

Mugabe is popular but also uses unfmwm.

"o ._ Constitution amended so manly times to increase the powers of

President Mugabe and make him less accountable.

Opposition party workers are harrased and their meeting distrupted
and public protests against the government are declared illegal.

t

Chinese government blocked free flow of information on the internet by
placing restrictions on popular websites like ‘Google’ and ‘Yahoo'. The
image of tanks and an unarmed student reminds the rzader of another
major event in recent Chinese history. Find out about that event.

| publication. What do moneybags

Joountry.. .

Fig.7 Building democracy with the
help of money bags.

The.»o!)ov_ef cartoon was titled}
“Building Democracy’ and was first
published in o Latin American

signify here? Could this grioon be
applied fo India?. This*cartoon
suggests that ‘democracy’ is in'the
hand of the rich: They copirol the}
In Indig there ard laws which see to
it that the rich do not get the upper} -

‘ ‘hdnd._' I
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Fig.8 An image showing the dark
side of Institutinnal Hevolutionary
. Parly

300077
T8 Mugabe - -

7.4 Why Democracy?
{a) Arguments in support of democracy
) A democratic government is better gcvemment because it is a more
accountable form of government. -
(i) Democracy improves the quality of decish
(i} Democracy provides a m@f}ﬁml wnth dxfferences and confhcts
terences el

{iv) Democracy enhances the dtgmty ; of citizens="
(vy Democracyis better than other forms of govemment because it altows

us to correct its own jstakes. '

(v Democracy is consndered the best form of government
_—/‘

[ChECK YouR Answers K

1. Refers to the massacre that took place at Tianmen Square where hun-
dreds of students were ruthlessly killed. :

(b)  Arguments against the democracy

() Leaders keep changing in a democracy. This leads to mstablhty

(i} Democracyisall about po!mcai competxtlon and power play. There is
n scope for ruorality. - |

(i) So many people have to be consulted in a democracy that it leads to
delays.

(iv) Elected leaders do not know the best mterest of the people It leads to

~ bad decisio T

v} Democracy leads to corruption for it is based on electoral competition. -

(i) Ordinary people do not know what is good for them; they “should not
decide anything. .

'CHECK YOUR LearninG [

1. "This cartoonwas publishedin Canada just before its parliamentary. elections
of 2005. Everyone, including the cartoonist, expected the Liberal party to
win once again. When the results came, the Liberal Party lost the elections. -
Is this cartoon an argument against democracy or for. demecracy7

anmg of democracy
democracy 1s one 1n which peop!e elect their representahve

odem Jdemocracles involve such a: large number of people that it is

physxcally impossnble forthem to sit together and take-a collective decisin.

- Evéif they ‘could, the citizen does not. have the time, the des:re or the
. skills {0 také part in'2ll the dec}swgs ; PR




[CHECK YOUR ANSWERS B

1.

7.6

This cartoon is defzmtely in favour of democracy. In an 1nd1rect way it is
telling the public not to be fooled and exercise their voting rights wisely,
which they did by ousting the Liberals in the elections. '

Nominal democracy and ldeal democracy

A nominal democracy, as we normally use the term, refers to a system of
governance which is run by the  people’s elected representatives.

An ideal democracy is a ‘broader concept. An ideal democracy 1i&ystem
in which every citi play equal role in decisionl making.
For This. one does not need just equal right to vote. Every citizen needs to
have equal information, basic education, equal resources and a lot of
commitment. There may not be any country in the world which passes this
test of demacracy. Yet an understanding of democracy as an ideal reminds
us of why we value democracy.

This famous cartoon by R K Laxman comments on the celebrations of the
fifty years of independence. How many images on the wall do you
recognize? Do many common people feel the way the common man in
this cartoon does ?
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7.7 Difference between democratic form of government and

=54 Provides” equal opportumtxas to

dlctatorshlp

It isa govemment of ow

-|group of people who have used
power by farce - © 1T

In this government the ultimate
power lies in the hands of the
pecples and they play a very *
important role in the governing :
process \ ' RO
In this people have the r __gllt/to_ A dictator can only be.removed by
W through Wﬂﬂ@%@@w

elections :
3% People enjoy fr eedom of speech Do not en;oy freedom of speech

and impression. and impression -

Right to free and fair elechons No right to free and fair elechqns

all its citizens.

Do ot provide equal,,gp;r)‘:g:tgmﬁe‘s, _ i

,,,,,,

Fig. 10 Hidden side of dictatorship

The qbove cartoon is from Brazil, o

dictatorship. 1t is entitled “The
Hidden Side of Didatorship”. Which
hidden sides does this cartoon
depict? Is it Snecessdrykfor every
dictatorship to have a hidden side?
Find this out about the dictators
discussed in the first chapter and, i
possible, about Abacha in Nigeria
and Marcos in the Philippines.

{The hidden side of dictatorship i 1? :

{massacre. or killing of innacen

peaple. Anybody who opposes the|

the dictators control the media, the]
public never comes to know the|

' number of pecp!e kalled

country that has long experience of| -

| policies of adictator is killed: Since].




[CHECK YoUR ANSWERS )
1.  Thecartoonreflects the opinion of the general public. For fifty years leaders

The majorify tyrannizes over the have made promises, made tall claims of achievements — but basic facilities
m thi . . .

inority. There is nothing wrong with are still denied to the common man — poverty is not eradicated, there is
democracy itself. The defed lies in :
the socio-economic system in which shortage of water, power, shelter, schools, hospitals - the basic necessities

it is made to work. The future of
democracy hangs in the balance. It
may turn into capitolist democracy actions do not match the promises.
or socialist democracy.

of life. The common man is bored by promises which are never tulfilled,

— ((MPORTANT TERMS)———

CONSTITUTION MONARCHY

A govemment headed by a king or queen whose powers are limited by a constitution.

DEMOCRACY

A form of government which is chosen by the people to work for their welfare and can be vote out by them.

' DICTATORSHIP y
A form of government in which a person or a group of persons possess absolute powo_r Withoot effective
consﬁtuﬁoﬁal limitations. . ~
OPPOSITION PARTY |
A political- paﬁy (or parties) which fads to get ma;onty in the legislature and is not _éblé_ to form the éo&emment.

i : . They crltlcise the govement and keep tin check

| REFERENDUM .

'\

“An occaston when all the people of a country can vote on an 1mportant issue lt isa process of;_giret:t, vote in

* which the electroate is asked to accept or reject a parﬁcular proposal

’wow\N FRANCHISE o

A system of election in whtch women are given the nght to vote




EXERCISE # 1

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

Multiple choice questions
1.  Democracy is based on a fundamental principle of
{1) communalism '
{2) naturalised citizenship
3¥ political equality
{4) male franchise
2. The meaning of ‘democracy’ is that
(1) it is the rule of military
{2} it is the rule of a king
3Lits the rule of the people’s representatives
(4) it is the rule of a dictator
3. Ina democracy, rulers are elected by the
1) people
{2) members of the Electoral College |
{3) military officials
{4} bureaucrats
4,  Legal Framework Order in Pakistan was issued in -
(1) January 2000 (2) April 2001
L3} Aagust 2002 {4) December 2003
5.  Pakistan under General Musharraf should not be
called a democracy because -
(1) army officials are elected by the people
elected representatives are not the real rulers
(3) Musharraf was retaining the post of General

(4) people have direct control over the government .

11.

12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

6.  After how manyiears elections are heldin China ? 1 -

(1) 4 years {2) 3 years
3}5years (4) 1 year

7. To contest the general elections in Chinz, a
candidate needs to get the approval of the -
(1) National People’s Congress
_{2yChinese Communist Party
{3) Socialist Communist Party
{4) United Workers Party
8.  Which one of the following is an appropriate reason
that the government in China is not democratic?
{1) elections are not held
ections are heldunder Communist Party’s approval
{3) mambers are free to contest
(4) people choose government

9,  Identify the country, whxch has never been under

military rule
(1) Pakistan {2) Chile  (3)Poland f6xico
10. Until 2000, every election is Mexico was won by
Tstitutional Revolutionary Party (PRI)
" (2) People’s Revolutionary Party
* (3) Revlutionary Political Party
(4) Institutional Political Party - -

17.

18.

19.

20.

Identify one of the correct feature of the electoral

system of Fiji

(1¥ste of an indigenous Fijian has more value than
that of an Indian Fijian

(2) Vote of an indigenous Fijian has less value

(3) Indian Fijian has no right to vote

(4) Equal voting rights for the rhigrants

Identify the option who are not entitled to vote in

Saudi Arabia
(2)wbmen

{1) men
{3) minorities {4) indigeneous people
Zimbabwe attained independence in
(1)1965 (2)1974 371980  (4) 1985
Who of the following ruled in Zimbabwe since
independence from white-rule ?
{1} Kenneth Faunda {2) Nelson Mandeja
{3} P. Johnson \(4)/Robert Mugabe
During the 1980Cs the Zimbabwe government
amended the constitution to ’

Ticrease President’s power
(2) bring autocratic government
(3) overthrow president
{4) decrease president’s power
In Zimbabwe, the govemment allows the media to
publish

Mosmon party activities _

: \(g,)rrulmg party version

(3) reforms of the government

emands of the people
Any one argument against democracy can be that it
(1) is'g better government

hances the dignity of citizens
(3) is accountable form of government
(*1)/1( a power game _
One of the merits of democracy is
Memocracy upholds individual liberties

(2) social inequality :
(3) soctal and economic inequality
(4) discrimination on the basis of colour. .
Democracy provides a ethod to deal w1th

(1) differences and confh

(2) different solutions
(3) similar views ’

. {4) different opinions . :
) L'I&l)w}lers of a non-democratic government .
ma

y or may not act to the wishes of the people
(2) act to the wishes of the people
(3) always respond to peoples needs
(4) are elec‘ted by the people - / ‘- :



True or false ,
In 2002, General Parvez Musharraf changed his

designation from President to Chief Executive and
held a referendum in the cougtry that granted him

© a five-year extensionc=~

In China, Chinese Communist Party or eight smaller
partie‘é allied to it were allowed to contest elections
held in 2002-03.

In Fiji, the electoral system is such that the Indian-
Fijian is not allowed to vote.

‘Zimbabwe attained indeperdence from White

minority rule in 1980. Since then the country has
been ruled by ZANU-FF.

The example of Zimbabwe shows that popular
approvel of the rulers is necessary in a democracy,
and is sufficient.

Leaders keep changing in a democracy. This leads
to instability.

Democracy is better than any other form of
government in responding to the needs of the

_people.
~ Though modern democracies involve a large number

of people, it is possible for them to sit tcgether and
take a collective decision, '

Fill in the blanks

Democracy is a form of ...coccoiiiicnnnenenn. in

‘which the rulers are elected by the people.

Pakistani media, human rights organisations and
democracy activists said that the ........o.ccovvenines
was based on malpractices and fraud.
..................... has made its citizenship rules in such
a way that people belonging to Russian minority
find it difficult to get the right to vote.

In Zimbabwe President .......c.ccoconiiniiveiees is

popular but zlso uses unfair practices in elections.

5.

7.
8.

A democratic government rules within ........cc...o.oe..
set by constitutional law and citizens rights.

1 6. Democracy 16ads 10 rocvrovreverererrrerrseer foT it I8

based on electoral competition.

Democracy enhancesthe ................... of citizens.
There can be various ways of taking decisions in a
democratic manner, as long as the basic principle
Of v on an equal basis is
accepted. '

Match the column

Column-1 Column-lI

-~

has changed the
constitution several
times to increase the
powers of the
President and make
\,. _ |him less accountable

(1){General Parvez |la
Musharraf

{2)INational () |is a better government

People’s because it is a more
Congress accountable form of
\ government

(3} Institutional {c) |would like citizens not
Revol utionary to take part in politics

-

-

—

Mugabe [demccratically clected
. '\ EN
\ ¢ountry. -

~

(5)|Democratic

Party j
(4){President \ hd\he overthrewa . .
|dgclared himslef the
‘,Chiéf’Eiécuti\ie' of the]
government hppoint the President
of the country.

overnment and
(\e bas the power to

shifted the polling
ooths from one piace
tb another in the last -
minute which made it
difficult for people to
caste thelr votes

{6){Non-democratic (f)\
government

S oimEidem o et

True or false -
.4.True -

-1. False 2. True. 3. False.

Fill in the blanks ] -
1.governmient 2. referendum 3. Estonfa
5.limits = 6.corruption . 7. dignity

Mateh the column

5. False | 6. True

7.True 8. False

4. Mugabe
8. constitution.

1. (1)-4}5;{ (2l >e; (3)—)f (4)—+a (5)—7b (6)-+c




EXERCISE # 2

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

Short answer type questions

What amendment did Parvez Musharraf bring in
the constitution of Pakistan by issuing a Legal

Framework Order ?

Pakistan under General Parvez Musharraf shou{d
not be called a democracy”. Explain.

Although the principal of Universal Adult Franchise
has now come to be accepted almost all over the
world there are many instances of denial of equal
right to vote. Explain with examples.

What dirty practices were used by Institutional
Revolutionary Party to win the elections in Mexico?

Give any three arguments in favour of democracy.

Give any three arguments against democracy,

How does democracy improve the quality of decision
making? '

How is the dignity of Citizens enhanced in

democracy?

How would you define democracy?

10.

8.

Why is democracy considered the best form of
government? Write in detail.

Long answer type questions

Give some reasons for non-participation in the
voting process. '

Explain the importance of liberal democracy.

What is the difference between democracy and
dictatorship?

What is ideal democracy ?

With reference to Zimbabwe, describe how the
popular approval of rulers is necessary in a
democracy, but not sufficient.

Explain any three features of democracy.

Why China still can not be called democratic ?

Write a short note on democracy in Mexico.

9. Give the difference between a democratic and non

democratic form of government.




NCERT QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS

Ans.

- Ad) Ux“demomahc . o .

3.

Here is some information about four countries: Based on this information, how would you classify each
of these countries. Write 'democratic’, 'undemocratic’ or 'not sure’ against each of these.

(1) Country A : People who do not accept the country's official religion do not have a right to vote.

(2) Country B : The same party has been winning elections for the last twenty years.

{3) Country C : Ruling party has lost in the last three elections.

{4) Country D : There is no independent election commission.

(1) Undemoacratic ’

{2) Undemocratic

(3) Democratic

(4) Not sure

Here is some information about four countries. Based on this information, how would you classify each

of these countries? Write 'democratic’, 'undemocratic’ or not sure’ against each of these. -

(1) Country P : The parhament cannot pass a law about the army thhout the consent of the Chief of ~
Amy. - : .

{2) Country Q : The parliament cannot pass a law reducing the powers of the )udimary ,

(3) Country R : The country's leaders cannot sign any treaty with another country without taking pumxsswn
from its neighbouring country. . .

(4) *Country S : All the major economic decisions about, the country are taken by officials of the central
bank which the minislers cannot change. ’

1

{a) Democratic

{b) Demuocratic

(c). Not Sure

Which of these is not a good argument in favour of democracy" Why?
(1) People feel free and equal in a democracy.

{2} Democracies resolve eonﬂict in a better way than others.

(3) Democratic government is more accountable to the people.

{4) Democracies are more prosperous than olliers, :

. (4) Prosperity is not a sign of democracy. Democracy does not ‘affect the financial status of a country India

is a democracy, vet it is fighting a long battle against poverty. India is poor for various other reasons.

Each of these statements contains a democratic and an undemocratic element. Write out the two separately

for each statement.

(1) A minister said that some laws have to be passed by the parliament in order to conform to the regulatxons :
decided by the World Trade Organisation . :

(2} The Election Commission crdered re-polling in a conshtuency where large scale: rigging was reported

(3) Women's representation in the parliament has never reached 10 per cent. Thxs led women orgamsations '
to demand one-third seats for women.

(1) The reference of the laws to-the parliament show that democracy is practlced The minister has not
taken the decision himself. But the. decision to conform to the regulations decided by World: Trade

. Organisation is undemocratlc Why should a free country make laws to suit a foreign orgamsation!

(2) Democratic : Repoﬂmg Is necessary whenever rigging takes place in a constztuency during ¢ eiecﬁons
Undemocratlc Rxggmg 1tself is an undemocratic element. It should not happen ina democracy

v {3) One shoilld have fore women representatwes in parliament - democratlc To: demand reservatxon is

-
/
,

undemocratic. Women should come forward themselves and fight electxons



5.

Ans,

Which of these is not a valid reason for arguing that there-is a lesser possibility of famine in a democratic

country?

{1) Opposition parties can draw attention to hunger and starvation,

(2) Free press can report suffering from famine in different parts of the country.
(3) Government fears its defeat in the next elections.

{4) People are free to believe in and practice any religion.

. {4) It has nothing to do with famines.

There are 40 villages in a district where the government has made no provision for drinking water. These
villagers met and considered many methods of forcing the government to respond to their need. Which of
these is not a democratic method?

(1) Filing a case in the courts claiming that water is part of right to life.
(2) Boycotting the next elections to give a message to all parties.
(3) Organising public meetings against the government’s policies.

{4} Paying money to government officials to get water.

- (4) Paying money to government officials to get water.

Write a response to the foliowing arguments against deraocracy -

{1} Army is the most disciplined and corruption-free orgamsatxon in the country. Therefore, army should rule
the country.

(2) Rule of the majority means the rule of ignorant people. What we need is the rule of the wise, even
if they are in small numbers.

(3) If we want religious leaders to guide us in spmtuaf matters, why not invite them to gwde us in politics
as well. The country should be ruled by religious leaders.

(1} Army rule is not a rule of the people through their representatives. They may be disciplined but they
become dictatorial and cut down the freedom of the people. We have seen this in the case of Pinochet's
rule in Chlie President's Musharrafs rule in Pakistan and the mllltary rule in Myanmar.

— ‘( 2) Wise men are not neceasanly good administrators. It will become the rule of the minority, not of the ’

majority of the people. People’s liberties are bound to be cut down.

(3) Religious leaders follow the letter of the religion they preach. They deny freedom of thought, expression
and speech. We have seen this in the case of Afghanistan. Religious leaders deny freedom of religion
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Important Notes




