To-Morrow

Textual Questions
Tick the correct alternative :

Question 1. Captain Hagberd went from Colchester to Colebrook :

a) to buy a new house

b) in search of his son

) to start a new business
d) all of the above
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Answer: (b) in search of his son

Question 2. Josiah Carvil was dependent on Bessie because :

a) he was handicapped
b) he was very old

¢) he was blind

d) none of the above
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Answer: (c) he was blind

Question 3. Captain Hagberd wanted his son to employ with :

a) a ship building company
b) a company of advocates
c) shipping corporation

d) all of the above

—_~ o~ A~ o~

Answer: (b) a company of advocates
Answer the following questions in about 15-20 words each :
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Question 1. How did Bessie’'s father behave with her ?
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Answer: Bessie's father behaved very rudely with her. He shouted and scolded her and
did not pick even a spoon himself.
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Question 2. What was Bessie’s reaction to her father's behaviour ?
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Answer: Bessie obeyed her father silently suffering his domestic tyranny but sometimes
showed signs of irritation and disgust.
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Question 3. What made Bessie blush ?
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Answer: When Captain Hagberd expressed his desire to make Bessie his daughter-in-
law, it made her blush.
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Question 4. Who was the stranger who met Captain Hagberd?
I8 3Sd! DI YT S HWH oiaS o [T

Answer: The stranger who met Captain Hagberd was his son Harry himself who had run
away in childhood.
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Question 5. What kind of life did Harry live after he had left home?
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Answer: After Harry had left home, he lived the life of vagabond. He did not stay at one
place for a long time.
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Answer the following questions in about 50 words each :
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Question 1. Why did Captain Hagberd settle in Colebrook?
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Or

What brought Captain Hagberd to Colebrook ?
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Answer: The circumstances which brought Captain Hagberd to Colebrook were

1. His wife had died and his son had abandoned home sixteen years ago when he
was only fourteen.

2. He was a retired sailor.

3. A hoax in the form of a letter compelled him to sell his property at Colchester
(UK) and settle in Colebrook. Someone had informed him in that letter that Harry
was seen in Colebrook.
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Question 2. What sort of a seaman had Captain Hagberd been?
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Answer: Captain Hagberd had been an extremely affectionate person for living on land



instead of sea. He was a balanced and rational sort of person. Undoubtedly, he worked
as a sailor but wanted to go near the seashore to watch innumerable houses and people
gathered round firesides. Being a voyager, he was a homesick person.
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Question 3. What has been Bessie's reaction to old Hagberd’s ravings?

35 oSS ! fafaraargul (e STl & ufr ot St o ufafshar @

Answer: Bessie's reactions to old Hagberd's ravings has been very calm and balanced.
She listens him silently. She just nods (mute acceptance) to his ravings. Hagberd always
expresses ‘fatherly love to her, hence she has been sympathetic towards him. She
understands that he is always worried and upset for his long lost son, Harry.
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Question 4. Write a short note on Mr Carvil.
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Or

What sort of a person was Mr Carvil ? (S.S. Exam 2012)
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Answer: Mr Carvil was a very cruel man and father. He did not even pick a spoon upto
his mouth without the help of his daughter, Bessie. He scolded and abused her
frequently. He was jealous of her conversation with the Captain. His body was gigantic
like a hippopotamus. His cries were like that of a lion.
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Question 5. Describe the kind of life Bessie lived.
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Answer: Bessie lived a dejected life in a poor cottage with her blind and widowed
father. She attended on her bad temperd father who roared, shouted and scolded her at
a slightest mistake. He did not pick even a spoon by himself. She obeyed him and
suffered silently with occasional signs of irritation and disgust.
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Answer the following questions in about 100 words each :

Question 1. “Captain Hagberd was an eccentric person.” Comment on it.

"B SIS U T Afad UT1” 59 HYF BT TAHT DI
Or

Discuss Captain Hagberd’s eccentric behaviour.
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Answer: Captain Hagberd was suffering from obsession for the bereavement of his son.
His son left home when he was barely 14 years of age. He was left without any work
after retirement except to ponder over things and events of past and optimistic
behaviour for future.

The loss of his son and then the death of his wife created a vaccum in his life which
affected his brain. The first sign of mental instability was his shifting from Colchester
(UK) to Colebrook. He then advertised his pain among masses. His loneliness made him
eccentric. He was very much disturbed for his lost son. He was sure that his son would
be back home the next day.
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Question 2. Justify the title of the story ‘To-morrow’.
HBMI “To-morrow' & 2fN® & @WWWWI

Answer: The story has been given an appropriate title “To-morrow” which symbolises
whimsical state of mind of Captain Hagberd. After his wife's death and his son'’s leaving
his home, he (Captain Hagberd) develops a cynical optimistic attitude towards his son
that he will certainly return to him tomorrow.

The irony is that this cynicism is so much deep rooted in his mind that even when his
son comes to him, he refuses to recognise him and continues to harbour this attitude
that his son will certainly come tomorrow. Thus the word “To-morrow” becomes the
central point of the story. So it is clear that the title of this story is a suitable title for it.
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Additional Questions

Answer the following questions in about 50 words:

Question 1. Captain Hagberd constantly hinted at something that made Bessie
blush. What was it ?
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Answer: It was in this way — “We may just as well do away with the fence.” Being the
most sensitive spinster, she imagined her bright future when the fence would lose its
entity. She assumed that she would henceforth be married to Harry, his (Hagberd's) son.
The thought of her marriage made her blush.

Ig Aol 39 YR Ui- "gH 59 IR P g1 R Sl PR Fhd g |” I8 Igd ol 3Heeb HIgeh
Far) s i, I8 3T o IS B} Bt Bl e 39 AR B K TH &l
ST | 98 a1 et off o Iqb! IqP (3716 &) TF 23t 1 1) §Y St | 3o faarg
& faaR I IqF el TR AT 31T el o

Question 2. What was the point of similarity between Captain Hagberd and old Mr
Carvil ?

HEH TS 3R g¢ . FRIAT T Fa1 FA=ar At ? (S.S. Exam 2013)

Answer: Both of them were old men and retired employees from some shipping

corporation. Captain Hagberd was a navigator while Mr Carvil was a ship builder.

Besides being from the same department, both of them were widower. One more
similarity was that both of them were dependent on Bessie.

G g e & 3R SIS AT ¥ YaT+gd | HWH g7as U A1dd T Safds .
HRIAA SISl (AT UT| U B & (STeTel Wa=) ¥ gH & AfaRkad 4 gl gl fagR 31 T
3R Ear ot i 3 g1 8t ot iR FnR 9

Question 3. Why did Bessie sometimes show signs of irritation and disgust ?
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Answer: Bessie's father was a domestic tyrant and used to abuse her frequently. Captain
Hagberd in those moments used to realise her pain and pricks. She had no charm in life
and there were no hopes of good future so she sometimes showed the sign of irritation
and disgust.
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Question 4. Who was the stranger who met Captain Hagberd ? What was the
Captain’s reaction to the meeting?
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Answer: The stranger who met Captain was perhaps Harry, his long lost son, whom he
was unable to recognise. Harry asked if he was Captain Hagberd and had advertised for
his son. Captain Hagberd interrupted him in between and said that his son would come
tomorrow. Captain leaned on his spade and said, “Go your way.”
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Question 5. What did young Hagberd think it meant when old Hagberd said that
his son would be coming home tomorrow?
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Answer: Young Hagberd understood that Captain Hagberd did not want to recognize
his son, while the reality was that he himself was his son, Harry. He, therefore, laughed at
his unique saying that he had grown beard like father Christmas.
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Question 6. What reasons did Bessie give for encouraging old Hagberd in his
insane hopes ?
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Or

What conditions made Captain Hagberd like Bessie Carvil ? (S. S. Exam 2015)
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Answer: Bessie and Captain Hagberd became intimate with each other. Bessie had
some sense of sympathy for him. She always encouraged his insane hopes. Any sort of
disagreement could make him out of mind. She always loved and respected him like her
father. All these conditions made Captain Hagberd like Bessie Carvil.
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Question 7. What makes Bessie convinced that the youngman is indeed Harry?
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Answer: Bessie was convinced that the youngman was indeed Harry because of his
unique way of talking about the past events. His annoyance and disgust for his father
was the same as Captain Hagberd used to tell her in their backyard conversation.
Besides, he resembled Captain Hagberd which made her convinced that he was his son.
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Question 8. What kind of life did Harry live after he left home? (S. S. Exam 2017)
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Answer: Harry led a simple life, earned nothing excessive, lived a life of nomadic people.
He enjoyed total freedom from worldly boundations. It was reflected from his
conversation with Bessie. He told Bessie that he had spent his last shillings on the
railway fare and two pence on a shave out of respect for the old man.
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Question 9. What does Bessie tell Harry about his father’s plans for him?
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Answer: Bessie tells Harry that his father wants to give his everything to him. She
assuredly tells him that she would bring his father round in a week. She then promises
him (Harry) not to tell him (Hagberd) about the mistakes he had committed so far. She
also tells him that his father would soon solemnize their marriage.
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Question 10. What is the consistency one finds in the old man’s madness?
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Answer: The consistency which one finds in the old man’s madness is due to his old
age, the sorrow of his lost son Harry, self-restraint, education and moody in behaviour.
He is an affectionate and compassionate father. He also has sympathy for Bessie. Due to
his loneliness, he feels comfortable in her presence.
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Question 11. How does Captain Hagberd prepare for Harry’s homecoming?
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Answer: Captain Hagberd keeps his backyard and front of his house ready to sow seeds
of many flowers of different varieties. He digs small plots of land nonstop thinking that
the flowers will be planted when his son Harry comes home. He buys seeds, utensils,
paint, varnish and carpets of latest designs, furniture, show cases, etc.
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Question 12. What was Harry's reasons for coming to meet old Hagberd? (Model
Paper 2012)
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Answer: It becomes apparent from Harry's conversation with Bessie that he had come
to get some money from old Hagberd under a cheat. He would console him in a false
manner that his son would be brought if he could pay a handsome amount of money.



He tells that he has some friends who betrayed each other by spreading rumours about
everyone.
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Question 13. Why does Harry’s return prove to be disappointment for Bessie?
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Answer: It is so because she could not persuade him to remain at home. Harry was a
vagabond sort of person. He was accustomed to swindle (to trick somebody in order to
get money) and his return from there was impossible. So her tender and innocent heart
was broken. She was drowned into the sea of grief and disappointment.
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Question 14. “The author has conveyed the message that gross attachment finally
ends with dire consequences” - Discuss.
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Answer: All characters are enslaved to their passions. Captain Hagberd is not a bad
father but his attachment with his lost son results in his tragic old age. Harry has
uprooted the social norms, honour and affection for parents. Bessie manages her family
even in her bad situation. Thus, gross attachment’ develops into craze and results in
gross pains.

TR U 37O TGS & T § | HH g7ee U o fUdl el &, IR 31 Wt g8 I &
1Y I T AT ! IR gl g Sita & U H gIdil g1 <1 = JrH1ford
Araadrat, T 3R 01 S Arar-foar & fod 8iar 8, 38 oS ¥ A9 & foar 31 Ot ofueit gt
fRufa & oft 98 oo UaR &1 afRyd &R adl 31 39 TR TS TG S |

A Rrd YT 81 | 9T 3ifd gt 8 &1 HRUI §aT 3|




Question 15. For all other intimacy, the Captain never invited Bessie to have a look
inside his cottage. Why?

3= gt afg e o draee S A St ot o @t 3o piear  eraR : ¢ & forw
S{THREAT =181 fovar, ol 2

Answer: It was his early tendencey to give no place for emotions. He had something in
his mind that Bessie was a spinster and she should not be invited by a widower in a
place without housewife. She was the daughter of a tenant and thought it better to
maintain a fence between Bessie and himself.
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Question 16. List out the things piled up in Captain’s house meant to be used after
tomorrow.
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Answer: The things piled up in Captain’s house meant to be used after ‘tomorrow’ were:

Flower seeds and fertiliser packets.
Paint and varnish buckets.

Rolls of carpets.

Cement and

A pile of rubbles.

A wn =

Hagberd was collecting all these things to give a new look to his house when his son
Harry would come back home tomorrow. He loved his long lost son very much.
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Question 17. Describe the kind of life Bessie lived.
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Answer: Bessi was an unmarried girl. Her father always misbehaved with her and was
fully dependent on her. She suffered this all silently. She supported her landlord’s belief.
about his son’s return and thus supported him to live. Thus she was a kind, sympathetic
and patient girl. She lived her miserable life without any grudges.
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Question 18. ‘Hope sustains life’. Describe with reference to the lesson.
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Answer: ‘Hope sustains life’ proves fully true in this lesson. Captain Hagbard's son had
left home sixteen years ago. But he still hopes for his return the very next day. He makes
all preparations for his return and even plans his marriage. The only reason that he lives
is the hope for his long lost son's return.
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Question 19. Why did Harry leave Bessie at the end?
3id H &3 7 94t 1 |l Bis faan

Answer: Harry left Bessie at the end because his father Captain Hagberd behaved
contrary to his expectation and did not recognise him. His father spoke abusive
language all the time about Harry. Some time he called him ‘a grinning information
fellow’ and sometimes called him a ‘mad chap’. In fact, Harry's intention was to not to
marry Bessie but to cheat his father of money.
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Long Answer Type questions

Answer the following questions in 100 words each:
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Question 1. Why did people of Colebrook not have a favourable opinion of
Captain Hagberd?
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Answer: People of Colebrook did not have a favourable opinion of Captain Hagberd
because

1. The loss of his son for a long time had made him a stiff and rude fellow.

2. He used to ask every man on the street, road and market if someone had seen his
son. People began to think that he had become insane.

3. He used to buy things of interior decoration for his house, book the candle stick
maker, the barber saying that his son would be coming home the next month.
But his son Harry did not come.

When people used to enquire the reason for his absence, he would answer that
he would be back definitely the next spring. People started mocking at him
because Harry did not return.
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Question 2. What did Captain Hagberd call out to Bessie from the window?
FH 876 - Rase! 7 F 9t B 71 FHel ?

Answer: Captain Hagberd had insulted the young man who came to him to give him
some information about Harry. This young man did not tell him that he himself was his
son Harry and at the same time even the Captain could not recognise his son. So he
considered him only as a grinning fellow.

When he saw from the window that the young man was still there and talking to Bessie,
he called out Bessie to send him away as he was only a vagabond. He also told her that
the young fellow was not real Harry. Harry was coming the next day and that he would

marry her.
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Question 3. How did Bessie begin to share Hagberd'’s insanity regarding his son ?
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Answer: Captain Hagberd is obsessed about Harry, his son, who had left home in his
teens, about 16 years ago. Bessie has a tyrant father and she is living like a caged bird
cruelly treated frequenlty by the abuses of her father.

Her father is dependent on her. She looks Captain Hagberd as a friend, civilised, and
compassionate to her. She also knows that Captain cannot live in solitude without her.
Hence she began to share Hagberd's insanity regarding his son. Whatever Mr Hagberd
shared with her, she listened to him silently and sympathetically.
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Question4. “Every mental state, even madness, has its equilibrium based upon self-
esteem. Its disturbance causes unhappiness.” Explain.
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Answer: The exotic feeling of being happy is called self esteem. It is formed by virtues.
Every individual starts forming his behaviour as soon as he comes into this world. We
see that in this story, self-esteem is reflected in many ways. Captain Hagberd is
obsessed by bereavement of his beloved son and can hear nothing against him.

Josiah Carvil, a blind old man is a domestic tyrant. His happiness lies in practising strict
discipline on her daughter. Due to this impulsive behaviour, Bessie has become
submissive. Harry is a vagabond. He wants to enjoy life by spending money uselessly.
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Question 5. Comment on the technique used by the author to unfold the story of
Captain Hagberd's past.
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Answer: The particular technique is by using a story within a story to convey
comprehensive past of Captain Hagberd. The author in the starting itself, states the time
when Captain Hagberd had shifted to Colebrook when he received an anonymous letter
that his son was seen in Colebrook. He got constructed two ugly looking yellow brick
cottages over there. Author further narrates about Hagberd's arrival in Colebrook from




Colchester. There a barber told the whole story of his son’s running away. On the basis
of above description we can say that it is a mixture of monologue, a story within story,
struggle of human passions in parallelism and contrast added by the learned author as
the art by story telling
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Question 6. Identify instances in the story which you find streaks of insanity in
people other than Hagberd? What implications do they suggest ?
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Answer: Streaks of insanity in Bessie Carvil -

1. Harry had cheated her but Bessie could not know about it.

2. Harry had disclosed his vagabond personality to Bessie but still she wishes to
marry him and later she could not expel him out of her thoughts.

3. She should not have given money to Harry.

4. Harry never told the Captain that he was his lost son. But Harry confided to Bessie
about his actual identity.

Streaks of insanity visible in Harry

1. Harry’'s biggest mistake was of denouncing himself without disclosing his identity.
2. He stated about his personality, “Sometimes | think | am a sort of Gambusino
myself.”
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Question 7. Discuss the role of the barber in the story”To-morrow”.
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Answer: The barber, a local wit in the story “Tomorrow” is very instrumental in the
development of the plot and the discovery about the cynical attitude of Captain
Hagberd. He ridicules the Captain in the tap-room of New Inn to amuse people there
and makes a fun of his clothes and appearnace.

He tells the audience how his son left his home, how his wife died and how he came to
Colebrook searching for his son, how he settled there and how he expected that his son
would return to him the “next month” which later changed into “To-morrow”.
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Question 8. Draw a character sketch of Harry, Captain’s son.
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Answer: Harry appears almost at the end of the story. In the beginning, readers remain
in the the dark about his being alive.” We come to know about him in different
conversation between characters. Captain Hagberd shows cynical optimism that he will
return to him tomorrow. Captain has decided a daughter-in-law also. He left home when



he was a child. When he comes, readers hope for a happy ending but he proves to be a
vagabond who does not want to live a settled life. In fact, he had come to cheat his
father. That is why when his plan fails, he runs away taking money from Bessie.
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Question 9. Draw a character sketch of Captain Hagberd.
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Answer: Captain Hagberd is the main character of this story. He was a seafarer, captain
of a ship which belonged to a coal company. But he was always home sick and did not

like the sea life. Thus as soon as he retires he buys a plot of land, builds two cottages at
Colebrook. He treats his son very cruelly.

His son leaves his home at the age of fourteen. He settles in Colebrook because he was
last seen here and he hopes that his son must return Colebrook one day. He develops a
whimsical thought that his son will come back tomorrow but does not even recognise
him when his son returns at the end.
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