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- .the basu: clearity.of concepts.of some paramed icalthio
" and social sciences mcludlng anatomy and physn I
7" chémistry, geology,-ecology, psychology etc. :
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ANTHROPOLOGY : AN INTRODUCTION

ANTHROPOLOGY can well be defined as the study, or science
of study, of Man in time and space. The definition has two
components viz. the time and the space. In time, anthropology
deals with the evolution of man while 'in space’ refers to the
variation at a particular moment of time.

FROM the definition it becomes obvious that anything that refers
to, forms, affects or results from man should form the subject
matter of anthropology. If so, everything under the sky present,
past or future should be covered by the scope of the subject. All
human beings, plant and animal life, environments, academic
disciplines and everything one can think of are embraced into
one term called anthropology: Yet, if a discipline and its scope
is unlimited, it may lead to ambiguity. Anthropology, is, therefore,
generally limited to five branches .namely.: Physical
Anthropology; Social Anthropology,- Prehistoric Archaeology,
Ethnology and Anthropological Linguistics.

Physical Anthropology

PHYSICAL Anthropology should correctly |
Anthropology, for it deals not only with ph
man but also the genetic; the lett
gradually replacing the former.
THE branch deals with biologic;
man or to be more correct [f
Primates) to seek the answ

(a) what has been the s
. evolution;

(b) the factors and me,

(c) the' nature of on &

osteology) of mafy
apes etc. The st
pure race) on bas
. back seat after th
, },today Game 40 ph

of heredlty and enwronmen A
development of: medical gene

giving rise to the concept of New Phy
COMPLETE knowledge of physu:al an

Social Anthropology & Ethnology

| SOCIAL anthropology became separate from ethnology almost

a century ago. Ethnology, after Radcliffe Brown, is the Study of
Peoples’. Peaple or ethnic groups, differrfrom and. resemble
one another in social character, language and in culture. The
ethnologist compares and classifies peoples on the bases of
these similarities and differences, so that he has to deal with
racial, linguistic and cultural classifications. Further, he seeks
to discover, by various methods, something about migrations,

interactions and development of the people in the past. An
ethnologist should obviously have sound knowledge of physical
anthropology, linguistics and social anthropology.

FOR Radcliffe Brown again, social anthropology- deals with
“the general theoretical study of social institutions, law, religion,
political and economic organisation etc.”. All these systems
are studied by the students of other social sciences too but
the latter wsually conform themselves to case studies while a
social anthropologist strives for the general rules that govern
such institutions. In other words “Social anthropology deals
with characteristics of all social systems”. Social anthropology
as a subject is quite close to psychology and shares many

.common elements with economics, political science, history

and law. It is however, closest to sociology, so much so that
many anthropologlsts and sociologists refuse to acknowledge
any dlfference in subject matter of the two, while sonie others,

3 aye their say, shall like to call social anthropology by
&0 'camparatlve sociology. It can not be denied that
| Chmeacxtremely close in the recent past and
etween them exist today are of
articipant observation, an exclusive
pgical field research is gaining
‘tudy of tribal societies hither

in the study of modern,
cmatmg fi eld of research

ough the exact number
e among scholars in
bject areas -
- "Pohtlca)
theoretlcal focus:
lic Anthropology”,

e ethnology of early.

g lstory has: 'been conjunctured
s in. Africa (courtesy Leakey ef.
ith the fossil finds has generated
rest in early man and his works.

_was first’ used, by a Frenchman Tougnal

‘Paleolithic and neohthlc n the study of prehnstory
THOUGH the anxiety about the antecedents of man is as old
as man hnmself the prehistoric_archaeology .in its true sense
started only in 1797 when a farmer John Frere sent some tools
(that we know-.today as Acheulian) found. 12 feet below the
earth surface, to the Society of Antiquariés in London. The
subject, however, found popular favour only in the last decades
of 19th century when large scale excavations started in many
parts of the world.

TILL about 1960s, the prehistoric archaeologists were mainly

rough the. remains of

anthropologlsts (who today

dwnded into a nUmber' L

"Legal

firy for it is during this period -
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" ‘period.- Due to this a

anthropologists and

'-~Anthropologlcal Lingui

----and examlnes languages i

: . subject of linguistics,: has beco

= Linguistics was the result of the metaphy

* —goncerned with describing the artifacts, or material remains of

prehistoric sites along with the technigues used by them. They
also compared their finds, in frequency and quality, with those
of the neighbouring sites. In “new archaeology”, however, the
interest has shifted from traditional aspects to the understanding

of social formation and cultural processes as also the rate

and direction of cultiiral change’.” :

THE new generation of archaeologists is dlfferent they refuse
fo be content to describe and classify the remains of the past
and reconstruct detaifed regional sequences. They are
determined to see past ways of life in environment as 'systems’,
to theorise about processes of cultural change, to seek to

" reconstruct social life and even thought worlds, as well as

material leavings.

. SUCH archeologlsts begin wnth severe disadvantages, since

the evidence is usually meagre and hard to interpret. Besides,
the nature of evidence-onre-has to work-with inevitably leads to
concentration on the material side, rather than the ideational
side. These archaeoiogists are, therefore, very likely to use
deductive strategies to explore non-material facets of a past
way of life. For example, given what we know about "primitive"
religions "or kinship-'systems, one ‘asks, what kind of clues
might such systems in the past have left, and where mlght a
detective, best look for them? In this manner, by using &

to guide the search for evidence, archaeolog' {8-¢
theories; and the sites studied become,
in awider puzzle.

IN.RECENT vyears, prehistoria
instruments of frontline technology’
compared to the evidence availg ol

arch3eologists can mgres:
and process.

together, to gain
‘exchanging insight.

seltings.
ANT HROPOLOGICAL linguist

latter. Systematic study of the evo ut
(i.e. anthropological linguistics) is mug
of a particular language. The orig

.18th century ‘philosophers but the real breakt
lor's Researches into the Early History. of Man

basis for the study of language. He mainly focussed on the

have been involved in the evolution. of language, invention and
development of writing, the relation between symbols and their
respective objects, language as .an instrument in the
development of culture. In a nutshell, he prepared the blueprint
for the subject matter of anthropological linguistics and the
direction of research to follow. - .

whereby ‘the ‘author advoeated : for - an ‘empirical and- santrf IC.

relation of language to thought, the nature of the capacity. for.
“fanguage, gesture 'language - of "deaf-mutes ard-its relevance -
for the origin of language, the probable processes that might
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IN THE late 19th century the common- guestions (regarding
the language) that engulfed the minds of researchers related
to the origin of language, historical and comparatwe linguistics
the Indo-Europeans, significance of differences in language,
the development of the science of phonetics and the
languages of the ‘primitive’ peoples. Since then, however,

‘many -changes in this subdiscipline of Anthropology have taken

place with increasing role of biological and cultural factors in
the study of language.
OF ALL the branches of anthropology social anthropology
(called cultural anthropology in the Continent) has probably
grown most systematically. Biological Physical anthropology has
only recently advanced beyond the anthropometrics and blood
grouping. Archaeological and palaeoanthropological researches
owe their progress to chance factor (It took the legendry LBS
Leakey more than 17 years to get a meaningful fossil from the
Olduvai Gorge in Africa). Social anthropology, through various
schools of thought (e.g. diffusionist, evolutionist, structuralist,
functionalist etc.), has reached the most advanced stage of
development.
SPECIAL interests of anthropologists have today helped in the
interdisciplinary approach to various aspects of life. In
Anthropology of Sports, for example, they have to work along
i&dical doctors and nutritionists; Anthropology of Law has
eld of anthropology and that of legal and criminal
rhrough Medical Anthropology, the
esses of simple societies has
Bethnologists, geneticists, biologists
ther by social biology. Cultural
é&’f’ isciplinary studies by anthro-
msls etc. etc. In short,
& ‘ﬁgrow boundanes of different
ore meanmgful network of

olcggsls geograph
hropology has ‘cut thidi

Joa 210 ng of human species.

G%’?b

o Aasically is hat aims at solving
£ (%,iggiggy about I is man, where we
%@ Sare: we going ople -differ: ete. are

eSHOE .- These questions
y] differently in various
tical science, -human
sophy and even in

fentation; -

socral sciences. This
humanistic, is-concerned

8 everyday. life. |n lher than . formal abstractions.
Anthropolog

nis also

Traditionally anthropologists have been concerned more with

- the simple,- pre- -literate. and pre-industrial societies of the third
" world. New, -however, the -situation has. changed and.modern,

western societies also are being studied (Urban Anthropology).
Secondly, the holistic approach in anthropology makes its
position unique. It encompasses social, economic, political,
ritual, physical and genetic etc. aspects with their interaction.
Blologlcal and cuitural dimensions of human evolution, for
example, can not be studied in isolation because one has
definite bearings on the other. For the purpose, therefore, the

EEocieties, of present an( ‘bast and Yiving - anywhere in
e world form:the integral, part ‘of anthropological subject malter::: o -

ches and. perspectives |

give ita T

ore exhaustrve than all others :
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services of physical and cuftural anthropology, as also of
prehistoric archaeology will be required. Today, because of the
“extending dimensions of the discipline, however, the
anthropologists tend to specialize in any one of the branches
of anthropology.

BECAUSE of JIheir fascination for the pre-literate, pfe-industrial,
---simple socretres anthropologrsts are generally branded with
being the scientists of the ‘primitive’ (The term ‘primitive’ that
referred to uncivilized, barbarian societies, in vogue till thirties
of present century, has now been replaced by ‘simple’ societies)
who have their own reasons to be preoccupied with such
societies. Firstly, it is a common belief that such societies
represent some past stage of modern civilized societies so
that their study can represent the ready-made progress made
by modern societies (which may.or may not be true). Secondly,
these simple societies represent the wide spectrum of variation

_____present in the human society today If they are not studied soon

they may (because of their increasing contacts with civilized
world) lose most of their peculiarities helpful in conjuncturing
cutural evolution and variation in human society. One must,
however, bear in mind that these simple societies are simple
because they lack in script and technological development.
Otherwise, their social institutions are. by no means srmple
compared to the modern civilised societies. The £
in-=anthropology to study technologically ad
._present a happy augury.

PARTICIPANT observation (detailed i
is thestechnique evoived by the antht
subject matter. The technique, thou
to other techniques of freldwoﬁ?‘_“
_Simply. because a genuine 4
. “short of the truth, he must
studylng the way membe

%‘grst will never rele
stand the s 2

“may_ take a long time
' conclusrons

had never the patience
and’ the results. derivi

partlcrpant observatr
are gaining ground

“find. its_place .and con
: progress of mankrnd_

with other social and ‘biolog
in the human sphere is uniq
anthropology in the short span

(r) Understandmg Human Diffet
anthropological researches, the simp
were considered being comprrsed of sava
who would go all extremes to. folfil, t
Anthropology has clarified many of such myths: regard
- tibals; Similarly,-the cuitural bias. i te f. the._.'.ethnoce'n r

has well been’exposed. The ‘stidy”“of a’large humber of varied
. societies has shown all cultures to be ever evolving and

.. Variations ‘present iri different cuftires. of today -are the result of .. -'.-Ma;umdar and a few other indian anthropologists were

various historical processe¥ of each group. The myth of
“superiority of (western) cultures too has been negated, proving
a moral booster for the developing societies. '

THE ethnocentrism prevalent among the western cultures
culminated into the concept of superior race and ‘racism’. The
study of various ‘races’ in terms of their physical and genetic
features by anthropologists, that was the majo(concern of early

«

e
[
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physrcal anthropolcgists, revealed a number of facts to prove
the oneness of human race and the absence of pure races in
the human ‘species. it was also revealed that the physical
differences between different groups are the consequences of
the adaptation of each such group to its environment (For further
details please see the topic on Races in Lot II).
(i) Understanding Ourselves : THE knowledge gained through
anthropology, that all behaviour is learned and not inherited,
can help us understand ourselves and make necessary
changes in our cultures. The anthropological perspectives
(particularly, cultural relativism), may be utilized for solving
interagroup and intergroup problems and can prove to be a
panecea for various problems facing the societies today.
(i) Applied Anthropology : APPLIED anthropology can well be
defined as the ‘organized interaction. between professional
anthro-pologists and policy-making bodies public and/or private.
In this sense, the administration can well utilize the services of
anthropologists and their works for policy making and admin-
istration of various regions in a heterogenous or multinational
state by utilizing their knowledge of the.cultural variations and
felt needs of the people (in terms of anthropology of our cultures').
Anthropologists, however can render greater service:in terms
of ac‘uon anthropology i.e. by involving themselves in planning,
5 the policy of development and advising the
g%sewrces of anthropology and anthropalo-
anthropology have been detailed in Paper Il
discussion here. We must, however,
e third-world countries, where their
urgently, are often neglected

because an anthr g
hrle the admmrsti’ﬁ
olicy of development

ROPOLOGY IN

h to the British colonial
ithe Asiatic Society of
stake up researches on
Iministrators, foreign
ers, and armymen
and castes. During
glogists was to study
s beliefs, economic

Formative period of
ated by the Bntrsh
( .

|mporta.nt reason was the needed wrdespread concern wrlh
rural development in India. Dube (1955), Srinivas (1955),

stimulated to take up analytical study of the rural communities
in India, as also the American anthropologists=like Oscar Lewis,
Morris Opler, David Mandelbaum, Robert Redfield, Milton Singer,
Mckim Merriott etc.

Complex Societies

THE concept of Great and Llittle traditions, proposed by some



......

~altempting to work t

* Religion -

= These two- scholars, wrote'a” nuni
-and tribal probléms of India, and con

. this period, Indian ‘Institute [of. Advanced: Studies .arganis

& @ .
of these American anthropologists (Redfield), provided a new
and. effective perspective to understand Indian civilization. In
these: days the techniques used to study the village and urban
societies were those of interview, queStionnaire, and
observation. The questionnaire technique, however, had
become widespread in social anthropological studies, and in
the name of quasi-quantification of data questionnaire are

applied -even in the study of pre-literate communities as
interview-schedules.

Psychological Studies

UNDER the same American influence the study of culture and
personality found a piace in the Anthropological Survey of India
during early fifties under the guidance of Prof. B.S. Guha. Since
then, psychological researches: are being conducted in several
universities including Ranchi and Utkal.

Applied and Action Research

THE tribal and rural community development programme of
government of India, gave further fillip to anthropotogists to study
and evaluate the process of change in tribal and rural India.
The approaches of Applied Anthropclogy-developed during the
colonidl rule persisted. The .concept of Action Anthropology
formulated by SoLTax in-America partly replaced the principles
of Applied Anthropology. The influence of action anth; 0
emphasizing the concept of self-determinatio
values is prominently reflected in the wo X
anthropologists. With manifold developmg

gt

researches, a challenge has b&

P . . s
administration at various levels &

in prescribing appropriate il Ta
course of transformation frorpitac
perhaps to reorganizatiogalzp| as
democratic set up of our £
fhe.beginning of a new pha:

where (hopefully). adn%g

R smoo\hemng the

g

12l 16 transitional an

development among tri

"primitive” rellglon in
study of rellglon in t

Tribal Ethnogiaphy
THE lnmal Bntlsh tradmon

mdependence However, except for. spor
(1962), Eiwin (1958) and Vidyarthi_ (1962
scientific tribal studies & stayed.in-the back. St

ixties. Even the 1961 Census ighored tribal ethnog

several seminars on tribal sifuation in India. A few scholars’ viz.
F.G. Bailey (1958-60) from U.K,, Burling (1963) and Edward Jay

(1870) from USA gave further fillip to tribal studies by the use.of -

their sophisticated methodology and mterpretatlon of facts under
refined theories.

B.K ROY Burman Indian Ethnologist, drew our close attention
to the negative aspects of tribal ethnographic studies. He
complained of the absence of historical vision, arrogance of
great traditions, lack of comparative methods, poor instruments
of analysis as the limiting factors of our ethnographic research.

-

CaE,
e

A -regard to jomlng the
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He also refers to the colonial hang over in our tribal research
and tribal policies which distort our perspective.

THUS, wesee that the Indian Anthropology after the second
world war due to the. influence of American model of
anthropology, has switched over from colonial temper of
Commonwealth and West European anthropology to the

informal trends of American anthropology.--A smooth.transition. ...

could specially be possible because of America’s increased
resources, discovery of new instruments of research, theoretical
models and above all an effective use of numerous med|a of
communication.

WHILE anthropology has retained its basic character to_be a
field of service mainly based on ‘micro-approach’ and
participation, there has been considerable shift from the study
of simpler societies. A change over from the descriptive,
ethnographic or functional approach to interdisciplinary, analytic
and mode! building trends is quite remarkable. This has made
Anthropology less ‘Provincial’ and has made interdisciplinary
cooperation more feasible.

"~ APPLIED ANTHROPOLOGY IN INDIA
APPLIED anthropology is ‘the research specifically oriented to
admmlstrahve and development problem together .with some

s sponsible participation in the process of utilizing
Ezsuch research’. The main reasons for the

'_é%pf a traditional way of life which
<dgial data. It was realized that
.ﬁ?er—looked the basic knowledge
ern of behawour of the people

ors do not generally get"
- é?’m"%zland qurck and _certain
ed effort to learn and

to give concrete

eople themselves

ggestions
idiah Governm (
& jgested the creation of self-
wer of self-determination in
: vinces or states. In 1919 Verrier

Ag Baiga) the creation of national
]310 they could be given acertain
in which the. access of missionaries
e restricted. The point of view was,
‘Ghurye who believed that the only solution
‘india was. aSSImllatlon of tribes into Hindu
astern. Anthropologlst at the .instance of .

in which Haimendorf, Dube, Ehrenfels, Naik etc. made specific
recommendatlons on various _tribal problems. :

"INSPIRED by V. Elvih, Nehru (Jawaharlal) enunciated the

guidelines for state policy in the form of Panchsheel for Tribal
Development viz
(i} people should be al!owed to develop on the lines of their
own genius and nothing should be allowed to impose on
them
(i) tribal rights in land and forest should be respected

double advantage of.-:. - -

ir understanding of - - .

Gught out a special issue on tribal welfare”
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_ (iii) induction. of too many outsiders into tribal area should be

-“consider themselves as the Igi
- .clashes between tribals ary
. in exploitation; of forests; L@bé’
--sogial interests should gek:

| >
of modern_scientific te

- problems involved in

. RESETI'LEMENT C

"+ sought-with- an open mind.

.. .involved. dearthr ‘Sen,
-- drawbaeks- in-planning in

avoided

(iv} there should be no excessive administration of tribal areas
and so far as possible work should be done through their
own socral and cultural institutions and

) the: result should be judged, not by the amount_of money. . .

spent but by the quality of human character that is evolved.
THE birth of Tribal Research institutes in 1953, at the initiative
of Commissioner for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, was meant for helping the government at planning
level, supplying the requisite data, training of officers for tribal
administration and to evaluate welfare schemes; but in
practice, these have seldom been consulted at planning level.
Experience reveals that the tribal research institutions have
gone down because of the absence of proper directions as
also the scant attention paid by the government to their
recommendatioris. Sometimes, the staff of the research
institutes (i.e. the government servants) are afraid to make
recommendations which may be unpalatable to the
government. “Land” as remarked by Elvin, "is spiritual bond
between the tribal and his ancestors” and land usages as

also the land rights are important considerations -in applied -

anthropology. The.ignorance of government officials about the
local. customs and beliefs regarding Iandﬁe 35
complaints and general dissatisfaction, resistantce
and at times violence against officials. 'th
system, therefore, must be made to¢
concepts and modern needs.
THE question of land in tribal Ip
alienation. Roy's study of tribal

right over them. This beli

AN OVERWHELMING

cuifivation- practised by
organized on scientifics
Comymittee also sugge

cultivation. could be nig
Tole, RaJendra Agrrcult
research in l\qncultura

technology by the tribal

consideratiens of cultura

resettlement is no solution t
shifing caltivation; nd other sél

THE coming up of heavy industri

-'I'l-lE"s'uggestrons and ‘comments” of anthropologrsts

tribal education have been well received by the government. In
1948 Aiyappan submitted a report to the government. suggesting
vocationally based education, prizes and literacy programmes
for youth etc. Biswas (1966) advocated the setting up of a board
of tribal education consisting of experts in tribal affairs.
Chattopadhyay (1953) framed a syllabus upto class IV trying to
link up agniculture and farming with school teaching in tribal
areas efc. etc.

NCERT started a tribal education unit.in 1964 which has several
anthropologists associated with it.- Naik (1969) elucidated the

) it .- . -
e ’ R

“there are four
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factors which hamper tribal education (among Bhils).
Ambastha’s study of tribal Bihar highlights the problems as:
difficulties in recruitment of teachers for primary schools,
untimely payment of scholarship, lack of adequate hostel
facilities etc. He has also drawn attention to the disparity

. between_Christian _and non-Christian tribals as also between

men and women.

SRIVASTAVA, through his study of Munda and Oraon, concluded
that the educated tribals were fast moving towards modernization
while the non-educated one are still tradition bound.
Sachchidananda feels that “the success of educational
endeavour in a particular area can be gauged by the extent of
adjustment with changing conditions achieved by the student.
If this is absent, dangerous consequences mighit follow’.
ICSSR, with the help of anthropologists, has carried out
countrywide study of the problems of tribal education. If and

~ when Tmplemented, its suggestions should be of immense

help in tribal development.

THOUGH the attempts to understand customary law of tribals
were made as early as 1911, the subject received attention
only after country’s independence.. In Assam, some
anthropologists prepared compendia of tribal-law. so that courts’
ould drspense the justice to the tribals acearding to- their own
chrdanan,da and Spencer, in late fifties studied
rman’s study of law of inheritance of the
of récognition of Preganayats by the W.

provisions of Fii
tribes at least for
A -asked to- study

Bihar, Tribal Research Institute
ancy’ and:personal laws of

g5 do not operate the
pur of moment. He

‘also the crimes.

nthropology in its totallty As

other drscr

ile- behavioural® sciences . rncludlng psychology ;can
be compared in some aspects of social cultural Anthropolo ¥

. particularly phychological Anthropolocy.
--t..- . Anthropology and History. Hrstory is the account of the‘,_.
time perrod of which written” evidences are available and their

language has been deciphered. Here, account of the time period
refere to cultural aspects. About 5-6 decades ago, History was
the history of the kings and emperors; their life style, victories
and defeats. Then history was only political history. But todays
history has many other aspects like social, cultural, economic,
and religious. In all these aspects,History has followed the
approach of.social cultural Anthropology.

| should be im'p'ar'"téd o

Anthropology, therefore, any-"

a3y Social sciences can be compared with
;%ﬁology Earth_sciences. can be ¢ompared. ... =~
Bistoric archeology and fossil evdence of human ™~ " * -
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. Therefore it was urgent

-, building processes," ethmc confli
~ globalization etc.

~ communities while a

- large numbers while

. also included rural and urh

- no significance. differance between
' “antfifopolCglsts” with ‘respect to"stidies- on’ fiibal- commun

In anthropology, to the ld@rge extent the -emphasis even
today is on simple societies who do nct have any written records
of their past. To an extent, Hlstory can help Anthropoloy to reveal
some of their past.

Secondly, we divide Hlstory into ancient, medieval and
modern whereby we start with the past and contifiue up to the
present. In Anthropology we study the present and try to peep
into the past. In other words, History is upside down
Anthropology or Anthropology is upside down is history.

This is_a continuous process and demarcation into
present and past in relative, what ever was present yesterday
has become past today and today's presence will become past
tommorow. Therefore, previous Anthropologic writtings can help
history in reconstructing the past of societies studied by
Anthropologists.

History it is said to be based on facts and the same is
said about the facts collected in Anthropological field work. If
history is based on facts, then why there are controiversies. it
is not merely a difference of opinion amongst Laftists, Rightists,
Nationalists, subaltern etc. historians but choosing the facts
suitable to their each respective ideologies. The latest

controversy on Setusamudram is a point in this regard. Slmllarly, B

the quahty of an anthropological field work depends on the

disciplines are subjec\we and relative. As i
History too the personality of an observeg

1 Tradmonatly,
communities, “The e

communmes were Co

After etudylng tribak , anthrop ofs
snities into tl

tributed S|gmf'

Anthropology in recent decade
towards labour relations, under

In recent years again, Socmlo
interest in“tribal communities so much so tha

In terms of field work, socnohgsts relied on the .seconda

interviews, while- anthropologists relied on the self evolved

. participant observation, occasionally taking the help of secoridary
~'téchniques. Realising the ‘advantages of participant observation

all other social sciences including Sociology have adopted it.
3 Anthropology Vs. Psychology " In Psychology, we
study psyche while in Anthropology we study cultures. Each
cullure has collective psyche and therefore the two disci-
plines should be very close to each otherin the study of
psyche, but they are not.

-

e A C - B N . R
gt ety . T

tensions,. natlon 2
impact of > the ages of ro
o X

Hnlques of field “woik 1ike” schedules, questionnares and’
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In Psychology, the study of psyche is based on a particular
quality on a particular age group or gender or a particular
condition. For example, the Psychology of infants, the psychology
of adolescents, the Psychology of old age, the F3ychology of
criminal, the Psychology of murderers, i.e., Psychology is
individualistic while Anthropology is collective whereby the group
is important not the individual. For example , in a legal case
involving murder, the questions in a psychologists mind would
be why he committed murder, what is going on in the mind of
the judge, what kind of punishment he will get; while an
anthropologist will ask : what were the circumstances that
compelled the individual to committ murder, what are the social
facts, the judge will take into account in deciding punishment.
In recent decades, the.two disciplines have come quite

close to each other. Traditionally anthropologists haye been
using behavioural techniques of Psychology.in their field work.
The culture-personality school of 1940s borowed a lot from
Psychology. Recently, emergence of social biology in

. Anthropology and in social psychology in psychology have

brought these two disciplines close to each others. P.S. :
Students can easily draw relationship of Economics, Political
Science and. Law through’ the kiiowledge of respective. topics.

opology and Earth Sciences: The study and ap-
sciences is vary different from those of
as:been a one way flow of knowledge. The
2and their time period are important in
ssils of man and his ancestors
rocks or shales. Besides, the
elps in the relative dating of
ihd cultural evolution of man.

knowledge of S‘%Fgf%
evidences related to™

ngjedge of Pleist o
i& human habi

at time as also human
logical Sciences Most

But we have adopted
y various biological
s been unique to
ver, many of the
rried out by pure
echnologists.

nal inter-disciplinary
scnplmes to find faults
ibg them on a common
it from each other.

f paleontological -evidence -
o ‘introduce "the problem “of
e are methods of determining -
earth's crust. The oldest method-. .
tary rocks those ‘successive layers

Q,A .are farmed -by slow settling out of
the-0ceans or other. large bodies .of water.. The
ﬁd for :dating purposes is ‘based .upon ‘the
that those geologlcal processes which are

or evolutlon
geological tlme

“observable ‘in- action ‘now are “the- same ‘ones which“have s

determined the past history of this earth, and that they have in
the past acted at rates comparable. to those now observable.

- As applied to the problem at hand, this simply means that the -

sedimentary rocks of the past were deposited at rates
comparable to those which are now being.deposited. In a purely
comparative way, dating by this means is fairly satisfactory.
The deepest strata are the oldest, while the most superficial
strata are quite recent. Thick strata represent long-continued
deposition, while-thin strata represent short periods of
deposition. Thus some relative concepts of geological time are

physical Anttiropology
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,readily gained from an inspection of the sedimentary rock
deposits. But more exact ideas are difficult to obtain because it

is clear that sedimentation is now progressing at very different = rate at which this occurs is calculable. With any definite amount

rates in different parts of the world, and there is no reason to
deubt that the Yanatlon in the rate of sedimentation has been
as great over much of the world’s history. It may well have been
greater at times. Hence calculations of age based upon the
thicknesses of stratified rocks lead to such statements as that
the Mesozoic Era began somewhere between 190,000,000 and
240,000,000 years ago. But the difference between these figures
is more than 25 per cent of the smaller one..In addition to this
difficulty, the strata have been changed by such geological
processes as folding and erosion, so that often the record is
fragmentary and confused. There.are a few instances in which
stratified rocks appear to have been laid down in definite annual
layers, the varves, more or less comparable-to the annual growth
rings of trees. In such cases, the extent of the periods of
sedimentation can be determined with great exactness, .if the
varves actually do represent annual layers. But this is by no
means certain. And even if it were certain, the number of kKnown
examples is so small that it colld havelittte-importance for the
general problem of dating geological- history.

satisfactory dating system, it has been possible t
the sequence in which the various strata of th
have been laid down, from very ancient roe

of very recent origin. Partlcular strata agefic
their position and their physical cha
fossils which they contain. Thus i
geological time into a series of &
undoubted. The first two f’

dience of which is
ﬁr’cheozoic an
"fhe present di

were represented, butn dishe
made their appearanc’du-
era was the Mesozoi
and small mammals 2l
which is still"in prog;e
dominance of the mam
THE eras are, howey
characterized by progre
not infrequently of clirg
th

e 5
_&' phublansfgn Al
e Paleozai ;{_.

- years. Fmally, it is someti
into stil smaller divisions,’ e
" .. the.Cenozoic Era, for example,
*'This is subdnvnded into five epoche
" from 11,000,0C0 years to- 19,000,
- WHILE this. system of time measurg]
accurate, it is, on the whole, quite work
~sfound -in.. strata from.the Cretaceous. Peric:
_state_with complete assurance that ‘it fo
“.~ forbearérs and preceded:. Paleocene" descend
descendants were left. The geological time scale, together with
. some of .the characteristics of life at each Ievel is summarized
-in tabular form. -

The Lead Method

IN 1907, BOLTWOOD introduced a method for dating geological
strata based on radioactive elements. The conclusions to which
the new method led indicated that the earth was vastly older
than had been generally believed, and the method was received
. with skepticism. But it has since become the standard by which
i the accuracy of other methods of datmg is judged. The method

'

put 74,000,000 yed

s,
= o

ALTHOUGH the study of sedimentary rocks has not led to a

of which vanied § so > has. been’ dets
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is based upon the fact that uranium 238 will slowly disintegrate
to produce lead with an atomic weight of 206 and helium. The .
of uranium, one half of the molecules will break down, forming
lead and helium, in the course of 4,510,000,000 years. As this
figure is independent of the actual quantity of uranium originally
present, it is called the ‘half-life’ of the element. Now;.if.a.
uranium-bearing rock is found, the ratio of uranium to lead 206
can be determined, and from this, utilizing the half-life, the
interval since the formation of the rock can be calculated.
RECENTLY, additional geochemical methods have been
developed. Potassium 40 yields Calcium 40 and argon 40,
Rubidium 87 yields Strontium 87; Thorium 232 yields Lead
208; and Uranium 235 yields Lead 207. Each of these parent
efements has its characteristic half-life, ranging from
126,000,000 years to as much as 60,000,000,000 years.
WHILE the "lead” method is now universally accepted, it has
serious limitations. Uranium is not a common element, and it
is often found in gological formations which are not readily
fitted into the geological time scale. The introduction of additional
geochemical methods helps to overcome these limitations, and
so there are good grounds for hope that an accurately dated
cale of geological time may be available in the near: future.
iEzpresent, it may be said that the oldest dated rocks are
3009,000,000, years old, and the oldest dated which
e about 2,000,000,000 years old. Around
00,000,000, years during which life
wed before the beginning of the
sthe useful fossil record begins,
age of alate Cambrian Period,
cord begins, for a_lead
Cambrian deposit gave a
exact determination is in
30,000,000 years. Thus
d _about 300,000,000
ears; and the Cenozoi¢
There is an accurately
ocene Epoch which
dates are few, but -
ologic time. But as
ble for the extent of

fact that the earth's
rection and intensity.
northerly direction, but

hic

OCKS.. Geomagnetlc polanty epochs
t last between 0.5 million. and 1.0
was, reversed between 0.5 and 2.5 M.Y A
A. lt.is p055|ble to determlne the history of -
anges over the past 4, million years ‘or so with 'some
on and:to- -construgt: what.i is; ca||e_ a.” reversal chronology

- The Radio-Carbon Method
" ANOTHER radioactive . method has been developed -which -

shows promise for shorter’ range determinations of age; up to "’

perhaps 40,000 years. IT has been found that living organisms
utilize a small, but constant proportion of their organic carbon
in the radioactive form. The half-life of radioactive carbon is
5568 + 30 years. Hence, remnants of bone, wood, or other
carbon-containing remains of dead organisms can be assayed
for their radio-carbon content. The difierence between the
average amount in fresh tissue and in the fossil may then be

-



! s treated as being due to radioactive disintegration, and the age
- of the fossil calculated from the half-life. This methed has proved
very useful in the study of late Pleistocene and Recent remains.

5 It has been checked against historical objects of known age,
such as wood from Egyptlan pyramids, and had been found
E} reliable.

Flssmn-Track Dating

FISSION-track dating was originally devised to date
manufactured glass, but it can also be applied to dating

2 voicanically derived glasslike substances, such as obsidian.
The procedure involves counting the number of tracks caused
i by the spontaneous fission of uranium?3® (U23%) during the
F lifetime of the sample. The date obtained depends on the
density of such tracks and the number of uranium atoms, which
a is determined by the increase in track density produced by
( - neutron_irradiation and laboratory-induced fission of U23,
;%n Fission-track dating can be used Yo verify K-Ar dates. If dates
from the. two methods agree, then a fairly accurate age
Y determination is ensured. For example, material used to fission-
frack date Olduvai Gorge Bed |, an important early human site
- in Tanzania, consisted of specimens from the volcanic deposit
% used for the K-Ar date. Dates derived from the two methods are
in close agreement.
5 Fossilization
ANY remnant of living forms from the
% regarded as a fossil. While there are mal :
may be formed, most of them mvp e dead
e organism. As more and more sedrm id” down above
- £ in a general way,
5 Ffound in the deepesE
T D

) Iayers of the earth’s surface
. fossils may be regarded &
" oiight to be able to read: 1h
séquence by -examining

BUT the vast majority l
. after death. Decay and
organism. Predators 3
the sbft parts of the b

_ structures beyond all |
only the unusual insta

© or in some other wa!
oxidation that a fossil
even if completely kn
because_ the ma}onty 5
SS.i_l.foﬂﬂa_tion'
MUCH “the most cofnmd
. the_sediments which are g
" &' _the oceans and of other la
orgarisms die, they may fall¥

~ which the bodies are protec
) oxndahon The .- soft parts of the™

2

i

20000 v 0

: deposrted
igshof water.

parts may remain as such, or they ma
. particle by minerals in the water. As
’ . .the layer of sediment which is being deaSI

* thicker, and’its' lower portions gradually harde
‘.sed)mentary. stratified rock which is charactenstlc o .

=

i
[

“hallmark of ancient seas in areas which are now dry land.

ey effective in causing fossilization of terrestrial organisms. Again,
R volcanic ash may also rapidly bury organisms and thus preserve
e them as fossils. Pompeii, which was buried by voicanic ash
e from Mount Vesuvius in 79 A.D., has been extensively

investigated in modern times. Whole families, together with
their domestic animals, have been preserved as cavities in the
ash, from which casts can be made Desert forms may be

TG,
X

of marine"or aquatic’ deposnts everywhere, and. which -is- the-‘ .

. However, this is.not the only means by which organisms may. .
be buried. Dust storms can” have the samie ‘effect; and: will -be - -
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dried out by the hot, dry, desert winds, then buried under the
shifting sands.
SOME special methods of burial are also occasronany effective.
If a petroleum spring should occur, evaporation of the more
volatile oils will produce first a pool of sticky tar then one of
viscous asphalt. This has happened during the Pleistocene
epoch at Rancho La Brea in southern California. Many
Pleistocene and Recent mammals and birds have been trapped
in this asphalt, and they are among the best preserved of fossils.
It appears to have worked in the following ways. Small
mammals, herbivores, and birds try to reach the rain pools
which occur on the surface of the asphalt. In so doing, théy
become stuck in the soft asphait, and predators are then
ensnared while attempting to catch the former. Water birds may
alight on the water pools and then become entrapped in the
asphalt around the edges. Thus Rancho La Brea is one of the
richest sources known for well preserved fossils of recent
mammals and birds. Because the city of Los Angeles had grown
up around it, it no longer entraps the wild fauna of the region.
ANOTHER unusual method of burial is the entrapment of insects.
in amber. Such fossils are sometimes preserved almost
perfectly, so that even hlstologlcal details are comparab\e to
hose of freshly fixed specimens. :
zorganisms may be petrified, that is, their actual tissues
55 _Ag?rtlde by particle, by minerals in solution in
oeahty The principal minerals utilized in this
‘—1 iron pyrites, silica, calcium carbonate,
Te most widely known example of
expetrified forests of southwestern
emains may also be petrified.
hard parts of the body, but
preserved that even fine
in sections. Most of the
f this type: the original

and o
petrifaction is™aH
United States ho
Gonerally,

fossil record is its
already been pointed
the first step toward
ators or scavengers,
“and deteriorate.. But
completéness of the
ssilization mentioned
sh water sediments,
egularity. Because of
uch sedimentary rocks,

act that generally only the
ed. In some instances, such

7 the. skeletons are the most
ihd they are aiso-of immense value

sfemains may: grve quite - diversified
ebrate. Obvnously, a complete skeleton
e of the animal; but, in the hands of a
anatomist;:even: a.. sungle bone, .or a. merg fragment___
bone, may. offer a basis for a reascnable estimate of size.”

From thescars“of muscle-attachmenits orithe bones; the: sizes .
and contours of the muscles can be determined. From this it is '

an easy step. to the general appearance of the animal, and its
‘characteristic ‘gait and speed. The skulls give an indication' of
relative intelligence. The teeth indicate the type of diet eaten.

Thus vertebrate skeletons are among the most satisfactory of .
all fossils. But preservation of hard parts does not always lead
to so fortunate a result. Among plants, woody parts are most
commonly preserved. But these are of guite secondafy
importance taxonomically. The flowers, which are of great

from. the surroundings -

oor; repfesentation. of -~

hile in other instances they - -



~o

. rocks.

importance. for. plant taxonomy, are rareiy preserved. And for

" many groups, fossils are very rare because there are no hard

parts at all.
NOT all periods in the earth's history have been equally
favorable for the formation and preservation of sedimentary
It is well established that the general level of the
continents has fluctuated from time to time, with cold ages
during which the continental shelves were largely exposed
alternating with warm. ages, during which the continental
shelves and even much of the inland low areas were
submerged to form shallow seas. During times of progressive
submergence, a newly deposited stratum, together with its
included fossils, would be protected by the deposition of
additional strata above it. In this way, very thick layers can be
formed. But, during periods of elevation, newly formed strata
may be quickly raised above the water level, where they become
subject to erosion and destruction of fossils by wave action,
wind, and rain. The result is that remains from periods of
submergence are much richer in fossils than are those from
periods of elevation. This is in contrast to the probable relative
abundance of species. For elevation of the continents exposes
increasing areas and new- habitats. for colonization. Numbers
of species are therefore probably increasing at such tlmes

during penods of submergence, the habitable world {

pick. But thls is by no means true. T,
£
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altered in many ways, together with their contained fossils. .

Mountains may be thrust up; rivers may cut deep gorges
through many successive strata; the rocks may be cracked by
tensions and one portion slipped over another; glaciation may
carry away superficial rocks and lay bare the deeper ones;
erosion by wind and water may wear away the rocks; and many
other normai geclogical processes may alter or destroy fossil-
bearing strata. All of this is useful in that such processes tend
to expose for study deep strata which would be unavailable if
left exactly as originally deposited; but all of these processes

. also result in extensive destruction of fossils.

YET, fragmentary through the fossil record is, it is a striking
thing that it gives clear testimony to the fact of evolution, and
considerable detaill can be worked out in many lines of descent.
The most ancient fossils include only invertebrates. Then
primitive fish-like vertebrates appear, and those gradually blend
into true fishes, similar to some species now living. Later,
amphibians and reptiles appear in the fossil record, and birds
and mammals finally appear quite late: Thus the simplest
animals appear in the most remote geological eras, while the
most complex appear late in geological history In.most major
-groups (order, class, and phylum), there ‘is marked.change
) ' geological period to the next, but always a particular
ginbles that of another period near it in time more

Ges that of any other period remote from it in
ssﬂs of recent organisms blend into our
na, with often the same genera and
g represented.
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=5 CULTURE

= THE anthropological concept of culture has been one of the
2 most important and influential ideas in twentieth century thought.
o The usage of the term “culture”, adopted by nineteenth century
= anthropologists has spread to other fields of thought with pro-
poris

found impact. Yet, paradoxically, the notion of cuiture implied,
in such usages has proven too broad and too blunt for carrying
out the essential elements in humam behaviour. The reaction
of some scholars has been. to abandon the term as a central
conceptual tool; the response of others has been to sharpen
and narrow the instrument to render it more precise Besides,
anthropologrsts have not been totally precise, or totally
consistent, in their usage of this crucial concept.

..CULTURE .in.the usage of anthropology does not, of course,
mean cultivation in_the arts and social graces. It refers,.rather,
to learned, accumulated expenence A culture - say, Ameri

EEXEXE

persists through tradition, chatie
if made explicit, exposes
culture is acquired. It is
society by. one generation;
as remarked by Kluck
society is always. speci
group of people, their
cther animals is instin
Cultare, for the most
leaming behaviour or
pacity to change thei
culture, after Hersko
ment created by ma
details, culture may
““any piece or pattern o
any -skill-that hurnan be;
“plus_ the manufacture or-
from these human abilitie
and anthropologists have ig
_others_consider material
culture. Some sociologists (e.5
supero‘rganic meaning. thereby
--orgnic and inorganic elements. A
“should consider these elements: only&
“ronment. Finding social meaning for the§

A

_ cally puts them in.therealm of cuHure .

“'Characteristics of Culture " :
- ALTHOUGH anthropologists. dlffer in thelr Views

‘versal characterisfics of culture, yet ‘the attemp
made in this regard. Some of universal characteristics have
been identified by anthropologists and are discussed below : -

1;,’;

, any atti

hateriglh it
lly, whlle

important
cterise culture as—
ipdependent from; §

ewpomt we >

- things which are made by man and can be modified by him, °
are included in culture. Traits learned through sccialization, hab-
its and thoughts are what is called culture. Because of his
‘capacify for symbolic communication, a man can acquire cul-
tural behaviour.

Culture is found only in human soc1ety There are societies
among animals but they do rot have culture. In this way, man

ALY,
i

Culture is an acquired quality : Culture is not innate. All thosé -+« of culture. Recently, the’ defi nition. given by Kluckhohn-and Kelly - T
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BASIC CONCEPTS

is the only cultured being. In other words, culture i§ found onty ™~

in human societies.

Culture is social, not individualistic : Every individual may take
some part in the expansion and communication of culture, but
culture is social instead of being indivdualistic. It includes com-
mon expectations of the members of a group. An individual can
not create culture by keeping out of the group.

Culture is idealistic : Culture embodies the ideas and norms
of a group. It is the sum-total of ideal patterns and norms of
behaviour of a group.

" Culture is the total social herlitage : Culture—is- linked -withthe—

past. The past endures because it lives in cultures. It is passed
from one generation to another through' traditions and customs.
Culture fulfils some needs : Culture satisfies those moral and
social needs of a man which are practicable in themselves.
Culture |ncludes collective habits. Habits are formed for only
s Wthh satisfy some needs. Without the fulfilment
culture can exist. The part of culture, which
~ial stratification, becomes extinct.
m?’onfm culture is universally noticed :~Cul-
Band a system. Its various parts are

yture is communicated through
nother. This brings about a
ause of this . communication,
he experierices of -am old :
Snit, and mortalrty of indi-

- simplicity to- sophisti- .
¥ in new and complex
lative and progress--
ng, acquired, leamt,

it has qualities of
ts social heritage is

the scope of cuit.ural
believed in the Uni-

e _cultural ‘behaviour of ;
of‘this " standardized -
soon. Another group of

alien cultures A
a This methodology
was- also not |

3=prism of their own cultures.
thnocentricism. This method
ERis method undermined the legic
under observation. Some anthro-
eed of evaluating or understanding
the 18gic and medrnings of that cul-
Funder observation. This method is known as
: d and the phenomenon or process is known as
ral_‘_ ‘elatlwsm S .

Nature of Culture
THE definition of Tylor forms the milestone in the scientific study.

seeing culture as all “historically created designs for living, ex-
plicit and implicit, rational, irrational and non-rational, which
may exist at any given time as potential guides for the behaviour
of mei’ has further elaborated upon the content of cuiture. An-
cther recent-definition of culture, given by Kroeber and
Kluckhohn (1952), describes culture as “patterns, explicit and
implicit, of and fé\r behaviour acquired and transmitted by sym-

,ture undergoes a change .

ey tried to standardize- -
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Jectual analysis is necessa
- from, one another’.
© 'NORMATIVE' cultural elg

- in fac, be separated.

" - -of noms. entails sanchi
-_of oulrageous behaviod

-.-custom), the. notms outli
- Breach of folkways does
" doer. Folkways are, theref

bols, constituting the distinctive achievements of human groups,

~ facluding: their embodiments in artifacts." All the definitions of

cullure: given- above shed some light on the nature of culture.
The following. details elucidate briefly the nature of culture as
agreed upon by various sociologists.

Culture is a System : AS ENVISAGED by. Tylor, culture.is a-
‘complex whole' consisting of parts well integrated with each

_other. The configuration of culture, is its characteristic and dis-

tinctive form that derives from the relationship- of its parts to
ane another. It preserves "internal integration", which is carried
out in accordance with the belief and value system underlying
the culture. The integration of these cultural traits is much more
important than the inventory of traits. The cultural system com-
pises of material and non-material elements. Various visible
chjects are the example of the former while cultural normis may
represent the latter. To understand a_cultural system, one may
follow the analytic approach or synthetic approach In analytic ™
approach sociologists tend to break down a ‘complex whole’
info its constituents (called traits') and studying each censtitu-
ent independent of other such parts. In synthetic approach these
fraits are studied in relation to other such traits within the cultural
framework. Material objects within a culture form what we call
material culture while the values, norms and attitudes etc
wards the material objects comprise non- materral
non-material elements of culture can be sub
mative and cognitive. Cognitive culture relates
tural ideology, provides the frame f é%

understanding everything that exist
sometimes distinguished from
Johnson has put it, “Tested em%;@
beliefs-are eiements of cultur T i
mixed together in the sam Zeon

ficfs are
nients but as
2 and untestable

work set forth by cognit
of behaviour can not d

actions have percussig
the gurdqhnes for beh

categonze norms, into

difference between th
people to conform to

deals

peculiarities of a culture, .if lcoked through the ‘complex whole

tures has brought into sociological studies a concept of tultural
relativity. Bidney has explained that as all cultures differ from
each other, it is not possible to have a upiversal judgement of
values. The concept of cultural relativity helps in the under-
standing of changes in culture over time. The concept in the
word of McGee “sees each culture as a unique adjustment to a
particular set of circumstances and suggests-that to understand
the appropriate structure and content of a particular culture, you

cieties folkways 8 AII voluhtary ‘acti
im ays-imposing > But observatig

+- differentiate.-one cuiture from-all. others.- This diversity of cul- .
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must understand its particular circumstances. In simple words
each culture owes its particular state to the historical processes
and the interpretation of the people (who belong or belonged to
that culture) of these historical processes.

IF CULTURAL relativity is one side of the coin, the other is

...ethnocentrism.. An .initial difficulty in the study of culture is that

we are not in the habit of analysing cultural patterns; we seldom
are even aware of them. It is as though we ~ or the people of
any other socielty — grow up perceiving the world through
glasses with distorting lenses. The things, events, and rela-
tionships we assume to be “out there", are in fact filtered through
this perceptual screen. The first reactions, inevitably, on en-
countering people who wear a different kind of glasses is to
dismiss their behaviour as strange or wrong. This tendency to
view other peoples' ways of life in terms of our own cultural
___glasses is called ethnocentrism. In the words of Broom and
Selznick, “Each group considers its way of life the natural and
the best way. Strange groups, beliefs or practices are treated
with suspicion and hostility simply because they are strange.
Intense identification with familiar and the devaluation of the
foreign is called ethnocentrism. It is the feeling that one’s own
cufture is the best in all respects and that others are in varying.
rees inferior-barbaric heathen or outlandish. Extreme eth-
ads to a needless rejection of the richness and
er cultures. It impedes the sharing of rdeas
&25) ng a sociely closer to its own goals”.
m may be termed as “judging oiher
or values from the perspective of
e's culture with a strong or mild
its of ethnocentrisrn

peopies
one’s own”.
rejection of othe

yeeti any tWe’ éultures. That
uiiures (culiural reiatrvrty)

called the soc1a| herr—

culture:is taken as a
any commonalities.
ibits large variations
ankind -is not in the :

etween different cul-
evolved through its

e and mierpret is condr-
ade to. do so. A human
Gdvantage compared to the
g5 immense capacity to learn.
nd ‘thus .are 'a part of culture. -
ions.of various phenomena and
rent cultures; and a human bemg,

things difiet
to do. Further, though culture is-leamed,

ectly.. concerned with thers he: takes for,d

granted.

Culture is based on Symbols : THOUGH animals do use

__symbois for’ commumcatlon a symbol for.man is, as remarked: : -

by McGee, “something representing or ‘standing for': somethirig’
else by arbitrary human invention and agreement. Symbohzmg .
ability is the capacity freely and arbitrarily to bestow meaning
on things". The meaning of symbol may be arbitrary but ils
understanding is not instinctive; it has to be learnt. Language
is probably the best example of the use of symbols and it also
makes clear the importance-of 'leaming’ a culture. Gestures,
culturally important gestures to be precise, too‘are learnt and

t of different social” - -

Glar social group learns what his envi-

of a culture knows | (Iearns ‘ang understands)"'"“ AEES
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% mterpreted according t6 one's own sense of belenging.

"~ RECENTLY, some higher primates (Chimpanzee and Gorilla)
have been shown to have the capacity to learn symbols. They
can rightly interpret an object but. only in its presence. Leslie
White, who has defined the ability to symbolize as being able
“freely and arbitrarily to originate, determine, and béstow mean-
ing upon things and events in the external world, the ability to
comprehend such meanings” does not consider the ape’s ca-
pacity to understand symbol representing the capacity for cul-
ture. Animals lack symbolic interpretation of things and phe-
nomena. They often express themselves in sign language which
is much more instinctive than learned.

Subcultures : MOST cultures we can think of are, in fact the
sum total of the culture of hetercgeneous groups lumped to-
gether. In this sense culture is a compound of subcultures
whereby ‘subculture’ refers to the culture of homogenous unit
within the heterogenous whole. Large social groups are gen-
erally comprised of smaller units each of which has values,
norms, attitudes etc. somewhat different from other such units
within the bigger group. As put by Broom and Selznick, "Sub-
cultures are distinguishable from one another and from the
dominant culture forms by such manifest characteristics as
Ianguage clothmg, gesture and ethuette Thére are also less

‘
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These subcultures may be differentiated becad
occupational, regional etc. heterogeneity %@
differences between subcuitures argi
modern industrial societies where the‘gglz’t%”<
by economic progress. Despite s! '
subcultural units of each cultures
put them into one culture.
Counterculture : A CONCE|
" ‘applicable when a sub-culit
_ behaviour conflicting with §
Cultural Trait : ANY sing
- .ty within -a. culture may
- fead-to the production
. - complex. Cultural comg
-..._-for.a particular proce
shared by most mem
followed by all memb
-~ sals..
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SOCIAL A
Diffusion and Acculty
aring cultural traits a
in a process of cuitural
‘has "hastened due-to
fererit-sotial-groups: |
with a dominant culture, t
and traits of the latter with
“borrowing of cultural element
known as acculturation. It is n®
- coming-together experience diffus
. the. people_of the two- cultures may misy
values, attitudes etc. resulting in cuitur‘ {
‘be" noted that it is the people who are m@
- -cultures:

“~Cultiral Lag CHANGES in‘technology: bring ' chang
aulture., These. changes,_ are experienced differentially by diffe
“ent’ segmients '6f 4 “culture; 'some’ of ‘which-tespond faster than
the other. After every change in technology, culture adjusts itself
according :to the new needs of the people.- In:the modern in-
dustrial work technology has been changing at 'a much faster
rate without giving enough chance to the culture to get adapted.
As a result certain matadjustments occur. The period of-delay,
by which a culture lacks in adjustment, is called cultural lag.

lived in a cendition of primitive communism whereby the means
of production were controlled by the’ group as a whole. With

e,
S s . .

Marxism and Secial changes : ACCORDING to Marx early man
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change in technology the means became the monopoly of a
few. The latter, thus became dominant and directed the cultural
change according to their own needs, with vast majority just
following them. Every change in technofegy brought changes in
the power structure so that the concept of dominant group is
not a static one. Marx has tried to explain social change in
terms of the contradictions found in the infrastructure of a
society. According to him “The history of all hitherto existing

_society is the history of class struggle. This struggle shall

continue till all distinctions based on class vanish completely.
Weber and Social Change : Weber did see the direct relation-
ship existing between the prevalent ethics of a society and the
nature of economic system, but he, unlike Marx, did not opine
that the nature of economic system determines the ethics of a
society. In his work the Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capi-
talism. Weber was concerned with the beflefs of an ethnical
and religious kind and their bearing on economic values. He
mainly studied the belief systems and their impact on the growth
of a group and its economy.

ACCORDING to the functional approach to the understanding :

of social change, social change occurs when (i) human needs
change; (iiy existing ‘institutions fail to meet the requirements of

gem:Culture and Civilization
ave differential conceptual understand-

uperorganic culture. Some based
Bas contrasted to clan or kinship
tion was found more commonly
these towns were called
ord.  civilization with cul-
ation for some selected
civilization is essentially
teniis unified by cus-
and Gillin are of the
than culture. Maclver
of civilization. Accord-,
jtarian things — the
echniques and mate-

his life. These things
¥ gives an exhaustive
n only 'when‘ it pos-

lis wing- adequate managerial"skills.”
oral specialization and division of labour.
ontrols the means of ptoductlon

ges the nature of society from an equalltanan one to

tion.

7. Civilisation is marked by a centralized and hierarchical

political system.

8. There takes place gradual separation of rellglous sphere

from the secular one.

CULTURE V/S CIVlLIZATlON
FOLLOWING Maciver, the important points of differences be-
tween culture and civilization may be described as follows :

iy CIVILIZATION has a precise standard of measurement, but

nd Nimkoff conceived of civilization -

human needs, and (jii) better alternatives to fulfil the needs are -

way over an area often -

vised by man in his: -

2conomy etc. are managed bya

ion of wealth. and: power: in: fewer - hands.

.“one’ based -upon-inequality-of :wealth "and_ social stratlf cai ?
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not culture. Civilization is susceptible of being quantitatively

- .. measured on the grourds of efficiency. When comparing the

products of civilization we can prove which is superior and which
is inferior. Their efficiency can be estimated and in fact be mea-
sured. A lorry runs faster than a bullock cart, an aeroplane runs
faster than ya lorry, a powerloom produces more than a
handloom. The tractor is superior to the hand plough. The
modern currency system is superior to the barter system. None
can dispute these facts. On the contrary, there is no measuring
rod by which we can assess the cultural objects. Different ages
and different groups have their own standards of judgements.
No discussion about tastes is possible. Thus the paintings of
Picasso may appear to some an abomination while to other
they are invaluable models of art. To some Bernard Shaw is a
better dramatist than Shakespeare. Some like folle songs oth-
ers prefer film songs.

(i) CIVILIZATION is always advancing, but not culture. Accord-
ing to Maclver, “civilization not only marches, it marches al-
ways, provided there is no catastrophic break of social continuity
in the same direction. Ht is unilinear and -cumulative and tends
fo advance indefinitely. Ever since man invented automobile, it
has continuously improved. Similar.is the case with other
means of transportatlon like railway, ship, aeroplane Wthh
constantly growing more swift, more eff:c:ent
designed. They are vastly superior to those g
ancestors. Culture, on the other hand, adyel
often subject to retrogression. It does.n
higher or improved standards. Ourﬁgﬁ‘%
as or batter than those of Ajanta 6%
poetry, drama and Ilterature are:s
dimes?.

{iit) CIVILIZATION is passe
Culture is transmitted on add

good
say lhat our
hose of ancient

inciple fro
hilated by t :

without sharing the cap,
- {iv) THE works of civil
‘that is not possible in
improve the work of tf
stead of improving

by the persons who
artist is more reVeIato
technician. Culture bei
spmt can advance on}

culture is related to internd
etc. Maclver remarks, "Civi
what we are”.

_culture. Given. adequate means
“civilization” can Guickly spread to t
‘the other hand, has an intrinsic quality ana

be some cultural “borrowings”. but they. are insigr
~ pared tb-the -borrowings of civilization. I is ‘onlyafew aspects -
culture which are borrowed and even in this act of borrowing,

borrowed culture is largely modlﬁed by the personaiity of the ,

borrowers.

CULTURE and cxvmzahon are interdependent. Culture and civi-
lization, different as they are, will hardly exist apart from each
other. The two are not only interdependent but also interactive.
The articles of civilization called “artifacts” are influenced by
culture called "mentifacts” and culture is influenced by articles
of civilization. Man does not simply want a thing but he wants a
thing which may also be beautiful and appeallng to his senses.
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Here culture influences civilization. An automobile or radio may
be a useful thing, but the models and finish are determined by
our culture. Similarly, cur philosophies, novels, and all our learn-
ing have been much influenced by the printing press.

THE objects of civilization after some time acquire a culturat
aspect. The tools of the primitive communities are not merely

tools, they are more than that. They are the symbols of culture. "~~~

The numerous articles like pot, clothings, coins, tools, etc. found
in excavations reveal the culture of primitive people. Likewise a
constitution or code of laws is not simply a means of govern-
ment, but it at the same time expresses the spirit of a people
and is treasured as the embodiment of culture. In this way the
objects that fall mainly in the realm of civilization have generally
a cultural aspect.

SOCIETY

SOCIETY is a basic concept in sociology In laymantermsitis. — _

understood as a group of people but in sociological parlance,
it is‘'much more than that. Though 'society’ forms the basics of
most sociological studies, sociologists have yet failed to agree
on one acceptable definition. For Maclver, society is “a system
of usages and procedures, of authority and mutual aid, of many
rouplngs and divisions, of controls of human behaviour and
lis ever changing system we call soc;ety It is web of
: . And it is always changing.” For Cooley too
es somewhat similar elements. According
plex of forms or processes each of
by interaction with the others, the
at takes place in one-part affects
deiver and Cooley have stressed
ile defining.it, and the struc-

whole belng

otal complex of human

bolic”. There is another

al ]
2 whlch as
nsberg,’ so

e a%ons ndividuals are bound

of behaviour which
er into th_ese relations
ppfoaéhés to ..deﬁne
flict in the two kinds of
to each other. But

ety as "the largest distin-
als who share a pattern of
3 interaction. between them”. In
o the numerical strength but to
inclusiveness and distinctiveness
:X society is the most inclusive type of
#hich dominates all other types of. organi-
es, -and which possesses both functional

featife of a ‘sodiety:

qualities. Likeness is the essential pre-requisite of a society.
As -pointed- out by Maclver, “"Comradeship, -intimacy; ‘associa-

tion of any kind or degree would be impossible without some - '

understanding of each by the other, that unde;standmg depends
on the likeness which each apprehends in the other”. Yet, dif-
ferences too are a must for the survival of a society, because if
all-individuals are alike in all respects, there will be no need for
any interaction between them. Unlikeness in social, economic,
political, ritual etc. spheres results in a division of labour and

. Similarly, Parsons has-

definition of soc:ety must

<_:§nomy . Obviously mdependent exnstence is a

Eiologists who allc ural view point. For' " *
4 f%et ;@sthe uniond) organization, the sum

Lcoliection of individu- -

S ,.mteractlon between.':’_

" FOR a socxety to exist, the members must have some common

put of action .in terms .of ... .
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-means- a decliné in the.
. sociational society), on

_-of kinship.” Gesellsch:

" Historical trends” shio

.. 2, Familial Theories . . ' :
1T IS believed by Henry Mame and others that

_ greater cooperation among the members of a society. A society

is an independent group with members dependent on each
other for their survival.

SOCIETY A WEB OF SOCIAL RELATIONS

THE dictrum ngen by Macliver is true to the last word. All ac-

... tions. of. individual in.a society are strongly influenced by his

relationships and this influence is mutual for all members of
the society towards others. Thus, mutual recognition of each
others’ status and actions is an important feature of a society.
Secondly, as. Giddings put it is the “sense of belonging together
of a consciousness of the kind” or the ‘we’ feeling of Cooley.
Though there must be different type of wranglings in a society,
its members aiways have a feeling of familiarity to each other.

SOCIETY-STRUCTURE
THOUGH there are thousands of norms (Rules governing do’s
-and-don'ts-ina—society,—alt of them do nct apply equally to all
members of a society. Application and adherence to norms is
a function of status (a social position in relation to other such
positions). The set of norms assigned to a particular status is
called a ‘role’. Status and the assigned role form the basics of
all'social interaction. Status and role,” at one period of trme are
a static entity and signify the structure of the socnety Ove
however, both status and role may change therr
connotations; and therefore, the society is D &t
particular moment of #ime) in-a- state of
Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft :
concept of Gemeinschaft and Gesgj
ing communal society) is a socj

Born where-he hasg
e are-a-natural bl
dech_ne i

of his membership in the

self-interest. Here the t

bond with individuals

from Gemeischaft to
“Gemeischaft is old;
a phenomenon. When
fruits, Gesselschaft -app
rural’ -people “know litt
Gesellschaft “may not al
munity life as alsa the
totalitarian society) indicate %

Origin of Society
ORIGIN of society has beena vew
for thinkers and phifosophers.

put forward for ‘explaining the _origi
are discussed below :

1. Theory of Divine Origin

THIS _theory carries no smentnt’c and" socno ogic:
only its historical” significance. :

have ‘been ;

Yy
resulted in formation of society. But some anthropologists be-

.. . lieve that. even before the. extstence of farnily,. socrety was lnﬁ..
“existence.” °

3. Theory of Social Contract o )

HOBBES, Locke and Rousseau are proponents of this theory.
They maintian that like state, society is also a result of social
contract They differ in views regarding nature of pre-social state
and purpose of the contract. Nevertheless, the theory main-
tains that one or the other problem forced individuals to enter

L
P

~~other members of

uestron of inquiry 8
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into a contract “which resuited in the formation of society.

4. Group Mind Theory

PLATO, Hegel, Bosanquet and Mcdougl!l are the main support-
ers of this theory. .The theory believes that individual without
society is merely an abstraction. Mcdougall says that the society
has a mental life which is not the mere sum of mental lives of
the units, if and in so far as they could be known as isolated
units, would not enable to deduce the nature of the life of the
whole in the way that is implied in Spencer's analogies. This
theory is opposed to organic theory of society. However, the
theory has been criticized as group mind cannot be a reality:

5. Organic Theory of Society .

HERBERT Spencer was of the view that society is like a living
organism and that both in the case of individual and social
organism, the parts cannot be separated from each other. This
theory is also criticized and holds only historical significance.
6. Modern View

THE Modern View of origin of society takes society in evolution.
Family contributed a lot. The desire to protect family members

~and other institutions such as religion, food-getting resulted

into elementary form of society.

TYPES OF SOCIETY oo

man socretles of past and present can be grouped into
tegorles based on a number of criteria. The
ification of societies based on the techno-
le of environment as contribution to the
es them as differentiated into tribal,
gges. Though the basic difference

inly economic, economy is one
g impact on other social insti-
typical kinds of societies
dealt (briefly) below. Much
ealing with various insti-

in these types ‘o
f the lnstltutlons that]

nd. other natural re-
9, food-gathering and’
3 horticulture. A tribal
toups with dominance
rong and direct all the
may be patrilineal,
chal; matrilocat with
al kins. Economic ac- -
to understand. Recip-
xchanges; -Ownership
'social status and.vices
‘a band organlzatron or
expression in animism,
of modern religions. - The
i organization” without strong
fc or ntual purity. . S

society is mostly
differentiation ba

grarian’ somety is the one- ‘where_the
0f.the people is agriculture. An agrarian
,ely heterogeneous. society where, other-occu- -

&
ry. individual.or: at . the -most:a. family.is expected-to be’ self- .. -
ficient). An agrarian socrety contrasts' with thé tribal society

in economic pursuits. Land-ownership patterns are varied gen-
- .erally with the. characteristic phenomenon of absenice landown-

ers who do not till their land themselves but lend it for share
cropping. The society is marked by large variations in economic
possessions with big landlord on the one hand and the
landless labour on the other. Agrarian societies have enough
strength of domesticated animals who serve a number of
functions. With abundant and predictable food supply, the life
is village based and is sedentary. The mobility in social life is

re-industrial societies™

Various artisan grotips ‘also ‘exist. (In tiibal society”



Al

g

e ————
76

iy

W

® @

a8y,
o

e

55

sesseveu

" way to_urbanization, moderﬁg

“on 'social institutions.

. (P!ease also refer to

4

"forecastmg and’ planmng alike. In post-ind
sonal and busmess servnces become hlghly

quite rare and informal means of contrel:still persist. Though a

fot can be written about the agrarian society, the student must -
_know that it is an intermediate stage between trbal and indus-

trial societies. Though it is more advanced in economic pur-
suits compared to the tribal society, it is not much different
from the latter in social and political life.

Industrial Sotiety

TRIBAL society has received enough attention in our chapters
on various institutions, but industrial society has not. Here, there-
fore, it is being deait in some details.

BELL has rightly observed that the industrial society “is orga-
nized around the axis of production and machinery for fabrica-
tion of goods. In its rhythm of life and organization of work,
industrial society is the defining feature of social structure i.e.
the economy, the occupational .system, and the stratification
system—of modem western Society”. Abcut 5,000 years or so
after the use of plough began, came the industrial revolution in
Britain during the terminal of eighteenth century and the mod-
em industrial society has its roots in this industrial revolution.
At the onset the mantle of industrial revolution fell on handloom
cottage industries. Today, however, the industrialization has a

strong bearing on the sociefies swayed by it. An industrial- socnety',

has been transformed through its traditional value systls
modern ones.

Formal Education
FORMAL Education is a typical chai
society (in agrarian_societies it is th
privileged). The education and its:
fulfit the need for labour force g
labour requires specialized

ahd above @l trade-unio
hvmg s raised.-The chai
INDUSTRIALIZATION--
favour :of new ones.

the nuclear. famnly
modern. mechanized %?T
sible- the: Jeisure tinge
protectlve and other fu

family business:but.
‘achievements resuit ing
social, economic,- politig

essronal and- technlcal ‘services become m'ore respe'cted'and
valued, technological research is always aumed with the view

: ‘of fu[ure trends.

STATUS AND ROLE

STATUS

SOCIOLOGISTS use the term status in. two dlfferent but refated
meanings, firstly as to a person's social position without refer-
fing to any contrasting higher or lower ones. Secondly, the term
is used to designate one's ranking in_the. social system with

.as__d_ire_cted by or g
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connotations of higher or lower” Every society has a system of
status differentiation whereby an individual's position is defined
by a social group. Weber defined status as the honour ac-
corded (to a person or group) by the community. This hgnour
can be accorded on several bases viz. family background,
ethnicity, education, property, caste etc.

IN INDIA, ancient Rome and China, Medieval Europe etc. a
man born in a social group was given the status of that group.
Here, is a condition where the status is accorded by birth, the
status assigned is called as ascribed status. An ascribed sta-
tus is the one based on birth in a group, sex, age, biclogical
relationship etc. and is accorded to the person without any
efforts made on the part of the individual. The limits of mobility
in a society where social status is ascribed, are very narrow. A
caste society is a stratified society where status is ascribed at
birth. Here, a small social group (sub-caste) is assigned one.
definite social status where all members within the sub-caste
are considered equal. Such a group of persons granted a
certain level or status on the basis of ascription is called a
slatus group.

CONTRARY to the ascribed status, an achieved status is the
one accorded to a person.on account of his personal accom-
i hments In open class so<:|ety, the basis of status assngnmg
achievements and not ascription. Here, there is a
for the members of different strata to mix up
:an ordinary status ranking can reach the
stat solely on the basis of efforts made
is social group. The two kinds of
& system of status being ascribed or
live peculiar problems. As rightly
2with absolute prescription of
society may get ossified
f societies with achieved
tion leading to a failure
ach other. They run the
sequent-loss of social

achieved have their
ked by Davis,

8 sense.

not concerned with

| status. Therefore, =
n status interaction*

s in interaction and
e concept of role. A
ith a distinctive status
ora: soctal role) is

on. Roles are thus "bat-

and in eople enact wherever they
ghngage in any colle )

‘an only be found in mterachon wnh such

mplementary -or remprocal and they fi nd a way, out

may thus have numerous roles. performed by different persons.

. -"MOST roles .are ‘much more complex than they appear in the
" first instance. A university-teacher may be a husband, a father,

a friend etc. The sum total of all roles performed by an individual
are known cumulatively as role repertoires. Persons enacting
same kind of role are called role partners. Friends, students,
workers are three different examples of role partners. A role
partner.can enact his role even without his mates. A -student
can study alone and a worker can work without his co-workers.

sbeen a- ‘caste’ socr“'y e

gme kind of social orgamzatxon is a must o

‘up of responsibility for ‘all jobs that have to be’ done. A so'0|ety'f'r- S
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_acceptable definition- of * group,,‘
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" Bennet & Tumin: A number of people i3
" ing ifTeraction directed towards comm
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Different roles in interaction form a role-set. Thus teacher-stu-
dent, superior-subberdinate are role sets. A role-set always re-
quires two or morg.roles in interaction and complementary to
each other.

LIKE the ascnbgd and achieved status, we have the respective
concepts of ascribed roles and achieved roles but in this sense
the 'status’ and 'role’ may, at times, be used interchangeably.

Role Expectations, Role conflict and Reinforcement of Roles
AS SAID earlier, a person has to perform role repertoire. Per-
formance by a.status of a role depends mainly on the process
of socialization. As a rofe has definite connotations, a person
enacting a role must have the full understanding of the role or,
in other words, he must know what is expected of him. Role
expectation is merely a,person’s understanding of how to en-
act a given role by him or by others. S. Sargent, a psychologist
has identified three kinds of role expectations namely norma-
tive, situational and personal role but no role is rigid enough
not to allow for creativity. Yet a specific, clearly outlined role
requires a definite style of enactment.

IN PERFORMANCE of many roles, a situation may come when

"the individual is confronted with conflicting pressures because

of the conflicting role requirements. ‘A’ role may, for example,
call for friendship or kinship but may also requre ugbla
judgement. The difficulty felt in fulfilling of roles ha b
role strain or role conflict. Role strain h% YT
be of two kinds: interrole strain and intraro|
ation given above exemplifies the mterré%é?‘f fl
refers to role inconsistency or a st
particular role fails to reach the
conflict or role strain may res
society if the person involved
ternatives are therefore, alw
for such confiict. A com

lationship~lest - rote-conth
JUST opposite of role
fulfills the expectation
role reinforcement.
GROUP-PRIMARY, S|
TILL the end of nine
concerned with the e
times the concept of *
was realized that sm3l
in the study of society¥
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broad generalizations rega

ons arrived at

comimon objects of atténtion, ‘who are’ st»mulatmg ‘to-each. othe:
who have common loyalty and participate in similar activities.
Ehiredge & Merrill: Two or more persons who are in communi-

cation over an appreciable period of time and’ who act in accor- .-

dance with a common function or purpose. :

Green: An aggregate of individual, which ‘persists in time whlch
has one or more interests and actwmes common, and which is
organized.

Horton & Hunt: Aggregate of categcnze of people who have
conscnoysness of membership and .6f interaction.

Maclvers. Any_coliection of human beings whe are brought into
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social refationships with one another.

Oemsted: A plurality of individuals, who are in contact with each
other, who take one another into account and who are aware of
some significant commonality.

IN SIMPLEST terms a human group may be defined as a rela-
tively small organization members of which identify and interact
with each. other.in a personal manner. Thus in a society we

find hundreds of groups with varying nature and performing - -

varied functions. Different sociologists, for different purposes,
and using different criteria have given a number of classifica-
tions of groups as follows :

1. Cooley Primary and Secondary
2. Sumner Ingroups and Outgroups
3. Tonnies Communities and Associations
4. Eliwood Involuntary and Voluntary, Institutional, Non-
) instituticnal temporary and permanent.
- 5. Leopold Crowds, Groups and Abstract Colleclivities.
6. Miller Horizontal and Verticalr — ——
7. Park and Territorial and Non-territorial.
Burgess )
8. Simmel

Dyad, Triad, Tetrad etc.

anary Group : :
rstandmg the primary groups, we must know
: he Primary relations. A primary relation is
om & Selznick) as follows: -

vhole persons rather 4han. to segments.
e and non transferable. The whole-

0 express the feelings. fully.

gbank officer. and_customer)

used the term, "By

tale primary, in- several.
Bmental in framing the
dua gisﬁ%?’he result of intimate
fusion of individuali-

is the natural expression.
and finds the chief aim of

at the pbrase ‘face to face asso-
god in its implied meaning and not
_group, "the degree of intimacy or social

wthe physical distafice” is to be takep into
Erwise - many contrastmg cases without any

ciatio!

oom scene, for example may appear like primary group

together and ‘still they ‘constitute a.primary group.

‘Individual and Primary Groups : COOLEY called prlmai'y groups

as the “nurseries of human nature” simply because of their role
in the social and cultural development of an individual. As said
earlier major part of the socialization is ecarried out in small
groups only. Thus, primary groups form the link between the
individual and the scciety. Without the primary group not only

ecause it is hlghly trans- ..

sfised by ‘primary re-.

by intimate face to

’s. very. self, for many..

td purposes of the.group. -

{g tis whioleness:is by, -
sort of sympathy and -

he primary ‘group feeling may be termed-so. A .

ut there areno feelings as such -to declare it so. To-talk-of-
mutual interest or “we” feeling in this case will be utterly -
ridiculous. Contrarily, members of a family may not be hvmg i
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3 -that sacialisation will not be possible but there shall be chaos which were previously the prerogative of primary ones.

everywhere: Individual's need to remain in primary group acts
as a major factor in the maintenance of social crder. No activity
of emational character can be performed without the primary
group feeling. For physically handicapped and the aged life
may become- miiserable without the presence of their primary
relatians. Withott primary group interaction no amodiit of inspi-
ration can.induce one with energy.

IN A primary group the feeling that one is recognized, accepted

Reference Group

THE concept of reference group originally given by Hayman
was elaborated by Merton, Turner and Sheriff. At times, in situ-
ations not so uncommon, we conform tc the norms not of our
-group but of the one to which we don't belong (but we want to).
The group with which we want to be identified or identified to,
then becomes a reference group. A reference group is thus a
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~integral part.

- that many of the problem
" industiial societies are the
- bonds. Today, researches

© . group structures. -

- primary. groups. :As
-exanple erI have pre

: --membershlp

“macy- is-déveloped with self-in
-. can be large variations in the siz

" Cross society or Rotary International, for
“bership it lakhs all over'the globe. As the soGia

“*relations ‘are ohly transstory :As and when. a member gets

and wanted creates self confidence. An individual gets his iden-
tity- and recognition (from other groups) through his primary
group relations. *The primary group protects the individual by
reinferpreting and modifying rules and goals, and by adapting
them fo the capacities of the individual and fo his special
personal circumstances”.

Formal Organization and Primary Group : THE two terms
‘formal organiization and Primary group—may-sound eentradic-
tory because in formal organizations, as the name implies, an
individual performs formal functions without involving his whole
self. Formal organizations use individuals as tools and as their
goals are impersonal, an individual has to be subordinated.
But members of the formal organization feel the need for a
more hospitable treatment at personal level. Studies have shown
that the development of primary groups in formal
(e.g. factories, clubs etc.) makes the organizatiog§
ingful and profitable. “VWhere members aregatia
orgamization through a primary group theg
zatien to mobilize and control themgis:
mary group feelings in a formal ofg
bind the individual lnto a Iarge_

HonactFas a force to
Ricfite to become its

PRIMARY groups are the S

ality during infancy and- Hildfo
psychological support |

Secondary Group
SECONDARY groups

tend to -be un-emoti

the primary groups,
voluntary and guardedg

and voluntary, any” membe
THE Thigraction between -
only formal ‘and no close bord

numbers at times may cross the
a farge geographic territory beyond the
seoondary group is promoted by self-interest, secohda

ambitious, he may join a group with wider opportumtles to fulfil
his ambitions.

‘IN TODAY'S complex modern social life whereby a- rumber of.- -

tasks can be performed only .in formal, large-scale organiza-
tions with bureaucratic involvement, secondary groups are
becoming increasingly important. At a- bank-counter or railway
reservation ticket counter, for example,; the counter-clerk is not
expected to know all customers personally. Here, only a formal
identification of the interacting persons can serve the purpose.
Al essential services require only sec;oﬁda y group level interac-
tion. Today, secondary groups are performing many functions
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group real or imaginary that is a part of the framework for the
assessment (by an individual) of himself or his situations. It is,
now a days, common practice among the urban middle class
to identify with the economically higher groups.. Upper class, in
this case becomes a reference group for the middle class. In
traditional India, lower castes imitated the higher castes and
identified themselves with certain high-caste norms and values.
In this process of Sanskritization, upper castes become a ref-
erence group for the lower castes. -

JOHNSON has enlisted the circumstances,. in which for mem-

“bers of one-group, another group becomes a reference group,

as:
(i) Some or all of the members of the first group aspire to.
membership in" the second group (the reference group).
Fhe members of the first group strive to be like the mem-
reference group in some respect, or to make
iKexthe reference group in some respect.
e first group derive some satisfaction
emembers of the reference group in
ve to maintain the difference be-
Ween themselves and the mem-

some respe
tween the g
bers of the refe e

e like or unlike the refer—
embers of the first group
selves using the refer-

_@ll remam mconc!uswe ’
gom and- Selznick. "Dif-
'Spectives; and there-
sensitive to different

feelings of weak-
verbal; more or less
., people tend to see
itamework provided by
owever,” we cannot
ference group’ is de-
) omlc posmon For ex-

il

ern mdustnal society, with
7 people may assume the
e to be in- as well.as those
irthermore, an individual may
ing his opinion on spedific subjects.
stinguished from social categories, *
ne Ievel and membershp groups, such

tps. In studying opinion it is lmportant to know
Gal c‘ategones ‘and; membershlp groups -have. been
nto reference: groups”.

groups on- the basis of conference of status. Membership for
_Voluntary, groups is-an achieved status while that of the involun-
tary groupsis ascribed By birth, caste, language or-other crite- -
ria. On the basis of numerical strength a small group may
comprise of two individuals (dyad), three individuals (friad) and
so on. There are groups which are formally organized into a
hierarchy and are meant to achieve a certain goal: These are
patterned groups. Contrarily, informally organized-group without
set rights and obligations of members towards each other are
termed non-patterned groups.

standard for COmpar|-'---~-- )

d--accept. the‘_":":"_.'r."':: -

groups’-can be . dlstlngmshed from -the' lnvoluntary'f- G
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- ratlonatlty, equahty and

'~SOC!A-L STRATIFICATION : CASTE, CLASS
& ESTATE

ALL men are born equal and yet equality is a utopian concept.
Most sacieties of the world have the system of classifying their
members into! .categories which are arranged in hiérarchical
order of supenonty or inferiority. Stratification refers to the ways
adopted by a society to rank its members in a hierarchy on the
basis of class, status and power (these three criteria refer to
class, caste and estate). Though stratification is a common
practice in most societies, it is not quite uncommen to find the
unstratified groups; small play-groups of children or of the old
friends can be seen in all societies. Again, within a stratum we
may not find the relationship of superiority or inferiority. Many
societies display stratification only on the basis of sex or any
personal quality, and there, it is just futile to talk of social strati-
fication in terms of caste, class and estate.

SOCIAL stratification has its roots in social inequality. All mem-
bers of a society can be differentiated on the basis of life
chances . (social opportunities, rewards etc.) bestowed on them
by the society. These life chances may include all social vari-

ables as also the occupation, health, luxuries etc. Ethnicity-is -

also an important variable of social differentiation. As stratifica-
tion is a matter of classification and evaluation, all the.factt
taken into consideration can result in thousar
which a saciety can be divided. Some syste
(stratxﬁcatnon) may allow mobility betwels

background and kinship bonds
fion; locatlon and duration of res

of slavery, caste, class
cussed brleﬂy

SLAVERY

- SLAVERY is one of t
- kind though some sag
" mainly because of the
has basically &conom
enon where labour i
recent times can be att

CAS‘[E (STATUS GRO
A CASTE system is a no
ance on ascription of stat
" into hierarchically arranged
is determined by birth. Here
.. or caste-like systems are even®

~other parts of the world too. Sotth
* classic example with-whole somety\tll
the basis of ethnicity- or. colour. Somée
Burakumin (a minority group of Japan) and
*- sodieties' 100, have the system: m one.form- or theToll

»Caste-System in:fndia-

Veda, where there is a reference to the word Vama (colour).

e Arya is referred to as fair. and dasa as dark. The Purusa Sukia
a part of the Rg Veda, states that the Brahmins, Rajanyas,™

Vaisyas, and Sudras sprang from the mouth, arms, thighs and
feet of the Purusa (god). However, in those times, these classes
were not hereditary but functional. There was interchange of
duties and also interclass marriages were not uncommon.
There were no commensal taboos and no trace of untouch-
ability.

LG,
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zhesides India, in %
sense is a ¥

THE ORIGIN of caste systant dates back to the age ofthe Rg~
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IT WAS during the later Vedic Pericd that gradually restrictions

were imposed on change of duties. Further subdivisions oc-
curred. Birth became the sole criterion of class determination.
The idea of pollution by touch found expression. The Zabala
Upanisad mentions four Asramas, namely Brahmacarya,
Grahastha, Vanaprastha, and Samnyasa. These stages of
man’s life-cycle were later on closely associated with the caste
system. Dharma, or a code of duties for the harmonious func-
tioning of various divisions of society became an accepted pro-
cedure. Dharma Sastra laid down rules for every caste and
vocation, for everyone in society. From the time of Gupfas, the
castes and subcastes were rigidly separated. inter-caste refa-
tions were defined in regard to dining, marriage, touch and
ritual observances. The category of outcastes had emerged.

ACCORDING to some scholars,” the main features of castes
are (1) a common name, (2) a“common descent (3) professing
the same hereditary calling and (4) forming a single homoge-
neous community. Ketkar considers hereditary membership
and endogamy as the basis of caste as an organic structure
of relations. G.S. Ghurye gives a comprehensive definition of
caste. According to him the six-main features of the caste sys-

“tem-are ;-

1) segmental division of society,

93).. He.has shortened

er explanations which
d competent evalua-:

heory believes that the
divine ordinance. or at
S a normal and’ hatu--
four varnas as four -
=5’ have emerged from

ers caste as a natu-

rlicular ‘caste.interms

teé 'has_been rejected by

’ and_two, it considers four
accepted it would mean that
={hjergnit of the caste system..And ac- -

5le as-a. natural
.vamas as four c
vama and ngl

& of caste as a four-fold division of
Gross oversimplification of facts. The real

.;He maintains that the caste system is-an lngemous device:
made by Brahmins for Brahmins, Brafiming” imposed-restric-
tions on eating and drinking, marriage, and .social relations,
etc., with non-Brahmins to preserve their purity necessary for

.- the sacred functions they were to perform. They-gave them-. ... .

selves a high status and special privileges. Ghurye (1961) also
maintains that various factors that characterize caste society
were the result, in the first instance, of the attempts on the part
of Brahmins to exclude Sudras from religious and social
spheres.

Hulton (1961), however, is critical\of this thery.
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‘occupation over a long period,

""the superiority and inferi

. V.The functional view of

.. “functional” system. H.J.S. R

o " system of stratification. Sharma

- -__-Bnhsh ethnographers and administra GIE

L __'of Bntish tule in India, declared. that ‘cas

(3) Racial Theory : Herbert Risley is the main exponent of this
" -theory. Other proponents are scholars like Ghurye, Majumdar,

Westermarck and others. The theory<is based on the premise
that the clash and the contact of races crystallized castes in
India. In the history of mankind, whenever one people have
subdued another, the conquerors have not only taken women
as concubines or wives from the conquered group but have
also refused to give their own daughters in marriage to them.
IF RISLEY's theory is to be accepted, it would mean that caste
system should not be confined to India but should be found in
all. those societies which have faced the congeusts by cther
groups. Risley himself is of the opinion that caste is not con-
fined to India but it occurs in a pronounced form in South
America, Canada, and Mexico, etc.

UmquenessIUmversahty of caste: Scholars like Leach,
Dumount, Pocock, Bougle, Hocart, Hulton, Senart, Srinivas,
Gould etc., feel that caste is a phenomenon peculiar to India
only. On the other hand Risley, Crook, Berreman etc., believe
that caste is a universal phenomenon. Universality of caste as
a shatificational principle has been championed by Berreman
vigorously: "However, most of the scholars believe that it is the
experience of the people, who live in caste system, that mat-
ters. Ethno- expenence should be glven precedence over ab-
stract theorization. Thus, caste is unique to Indi
However, caste like institutions can be obse
of the world.

{4) Occupatioal Theory : This theory 1
and supported by Denzil Ibbetson.
nical skill of the occupation wa
generation to generation and

into existence which later NG
hierarchy in the caste sysigue

resuit of
;ﬁ)atlons
Other secigl

Fthe- origin

KETKAR, Senart and Hu

made significant contri
Perspectives regardin
HAVING discussed the
cal to examine social
MOST British ethnogr.
view bf caste. They vi
the society and culturg
tions between caste g
Risley, Ketkar and Se

“Asiatic mode of produ ks

ple-of-non-contractual * status:
BESIDES, caste has been

ies on the caste system for seeking le

are:
(1) it is functional to society, thereby desirable; and
(2) it is rigid and static.

S0 FAR as the first characteristic is concerned, it has come"‘"

under serious attack not only from sociai revolutionaries but
also sociologists. This is taken as a biased conception of caste.
Some sociologists criticize caste system for its inhuman or-
ganization and exploitation of lower castes and the untouch-
ables.

THE functionalists’ view regarding the ‘ritual’ basis of caste is
also criticized by many sociologists.. Bérreman's (1979) views

e
o e
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.are very important on this point. According to him, caste sys-

tems are rigid systems of social stratification as well as of
socio-cultural- pluralism and both these facts may be under-
stood in terms of distinct patterns of social interaction. Caste
system, therefore, is made up of birth-ascribed groups which
are hierarchically entailed differential evaluation, rewards and

associations. He further asserts that differential evalustion in

the caste system is essentially accompanied by differential dis-
tribution of power and rewards, access to goods, services and
other valued things of life. The differential access to power and
privileges is commensurate with one’s rank in the hierarchy.
Rank is expressed and validated .in differential -interaction be-
tween persons. Rank refers to inequality and dominance which
are patterned, legitimized and inforced by those who are in
power. The caste system is, therefore, based on conformity

_ brought about by power and privilege than consensus.

Ambedkar (1946) criticized—caste—hierarchy-vehemently—He-de-—
nounced the Brahmanic concept of caste and highlighted the
inhuman face of caste system in terms of exploitation through
the institution of untouchability.
THE rigid and static view regrading caste system has also
come under attack. Although caste system has been quite rigid,
et studles by Romila Thapar, K.M. Pannikar, Burton Stein and
ed ave shown that Indian society was never static
Bt reported by Sharma (1980) that the articles
d. Stein refer to patterns of mobility in the «
rs to a caste of Noniyas (a Sudra caste)
onomic power—were able to claim
%he period of half a century.
Botitasocial mobility of the low-rank-

h century (Sharma, 1980).
m of caste system. It re-
s not explain structural

-.lty to the .rule. brought .

lsatlon of caste brlngs
g;-;_pnentatlons and this
yultiple memberships -
and Rudolph and
and elsewhere have
actionalism and per-.
ssed horizontal mobili-
t to the upper caste

et that caste system in. .
igid -and .inegalitarian
a ol
flexibility and the condi-
unity, no group is content
chy. -

n of Louis Dumont is worth
iews caste inequality as a spe-
For him the idea of pure and
rarchy. Hierarchy is a universal
. In his classic Homo hierarchicus,
gste as an ideology in India has remained
as occurred in soc:lety, but change of soc:ety is

ultural aspects of caste Socnologrsts view
caste from two different angles. One school of thought takes

..caste as a cultural system. It emphasizes prominence of ideas-

of ‘poliution ~~purity and notions “of hlerarchy, ‘ségregation-and
corporateness. The structural view, on'the other hand, explains
that stratification is a universal reality, and caste is an aspect of
this reality. The structural aspect of caste is explained by ac-
cepting it as general principle of stratification. The culturological
view perceives caste as a distinct phenomenon found in Indian
society in particular. The structural aspect of caste does not
receive due attention when caste is seen-as a culturakor ideo-

mained. in-tact- As indi-..............0.

‘inhuman ‘system.: -
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logical system. Interactional aspects of Jgiman and Kamin are
- ignored by cultural perspective on caste. The cultural perspec-
tive puls emphasis on ideas and values. Domination/subjuga-
tion, surpl'us/exploitation privileges/deprivations become the
points of refemce in-the structural perspective (Sharma, K.L.,
1987). \ u

INDIAN society is viewed as ‘caste society’ as opposed to class
"“socety by Dumont. Andre Beteille has worked on ‘caste model’
of Indian society. Caste is also found among non-Hindus.
COMMENTING on caste and class relationship, K.L. Sharma
maintains that caste and class are real dimensions of India's
social formation, and seem to be inseparable from each other.
Class is not simply a conceptual abstraction, a construct based
on certain attributes or operational indices; it is a concrete real-
ity. Classes of landowners, landlss labourers, traders and mon-
eylenders are structural components of Indian society. Caste
conflicts are also class conflicts as the upper and the lower

- ——astes—correspond to the high and low classes, respectlvely,

in terms. of their social placements.

CASTE system is no more that rigid as it used to be in the
past In the modern times, caste has undergone numerous
changes. Urbanization, industrialization, westernization, mod-
ernization and sabskritization are some very important pro
esses that are making caste system to change and
the new situations and demands. Some of the
along with other factors have given rise tQs
realitys namely, Dominant Caste.
Related Concepts

SOCIAL mobility is the movemen

- *the- shifting- of ‘people - |%
- in its entirety, Sorokln di

" (a) Direction : _
(b) Time- space l*

Donfinant Caste : TH

his Rampur study. H
" homie, humerical, ed
nant caste hadvan o
structure.

. CLASS . ..
7 .A CLASS system is’ a

sharing common economié
enous group of individuals Shar
tion, and who have the feel
them and of superiority over tho
Status ranking.of a class within &
_jective aiteria and the associated v
ety to society. A society, for example,
while in another, technical professions I
highly esteemed. Though a class is an achieved
ethical and sexual differences. play “their part in:-a
... ability to achieve, It is thus logical to say that a class system
" orientation for achieVed-status’ {though in: practice there- may-

certain constraints). Within a class-society, each class has its

own peculiarities in. mode of. behaviour, lmltatlon of WhICh by
- “others of -a' different class is resented. g o Co

ESTATE

ESTATE system may be taken as synonymous with feudalism
whereby the status is determined by birth, land and physical
(military} force. A feudal estate consists of three estates namely

clergy (first estate), aristocracy (second estate) and the com-
moners (third estate).
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THE estate system arose in medieval Europe because of the
disintergration of strong stable governments and decline in ur-
ban life. The three medieval estates of nobility, clergy and serfs
(peasants) were social groupings with legal groupings that had
rights and obligations towards each other. "The nobility were
ordained to defend all, the clergy to pray for all, and the com-
moners to provide food for all". The nobility achieved their sta-
tus from the amount of land they controlled but more so from
the physical force they possessed. The commoners had only
the obligations towards other two estates who monopolized all
the resources.

THE estate system was a normatively closed system with re-
stricted mobility. Though it has almost disappeared from the
world today, it is existent in a somewhat different form and
limited territory. Some of the Latin American countries (e.g. Bra-
zil) have the system of big landholdings where debt-burden
and dependency of farmers on others keep them working in
the fields of big landowners. in other parts of the world however,
land reforms have brought an end to the estate system.

PERSPECTIVES ON SOCIAL STRATIFICATION

VARIOUS scholars and authorities in the field of social stratifi-
atlon have explained the subject in different perspectives, im-
hich are being discussed below.

@;teggthe economic view-point of social strati-
~the history of (manklnd) hitherto ex-
) For him, class
all conflict and revolution He
ﬁsi of access to resources as
Shehof productlon landowners

thers and get the wages.
nist Manifesto, Engels

roletariat ‘categories.
dern capitalists, own-
d employers. of wage
nd -are "the class of
f production of their
wer in order to live".

i class in itself mem- -
tion, the constraints
ts. In such situations
ds and rivalry. Work-
fo a struggle with the
£ other hand, the sntua-

elf that can result in the
Sberg has. outlined three pre- .
S namely, greater chances

of -mobility, r|va -
 hei ment within the class. ¥ Marx opined” -

t Il overthrow the monopolistic. regimes. -
©F a class-less society. Ironically the condi-
‘pr_oposed should .bring . such. revoliution, and.

produced nothing -of . the- like.. ‘Contrarily, _neither Russia -nor. .
China, who witnessed such results fulfilled the criteria of class
consciousness an communist revolution as envnsaged by Marx

Weber and Stratification :

WEBER followed Marx in defining class situations as also his
focus on industrialized societies and capitalism for his analy-
sis of social stratification. For Weber however, power did not
include economic factors only but social and political factors
as well. Thus class and status, according to Weber, are linked
closely whereby social class determines the social status

of ‘production o fand =~

=when the proletarians would became -~ &

efrMarx proposed many industrialized societies of Europe, g
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_the most able people to pevo

: T-HOUGH' ecOno'my is

- ture, and indeed the
T socrety, is.the occup

productron resources

jobs to be handled with exp
" may. not be replaced easily. Man
‘_ ture .of the society. Parkin concludess!
.- MIDDLE <jass is the characteristic feature of

'J'-"VThough Manx_had predicted that the’ middle “stra
.forced -to. betome;’ proletanans in practice. exactly oppo:

through the life-style. As a number of factors contribute towards

_ power, there could be numerous classes in Weberian sense,

with four road categories of upper class, petty bourgecisie, white
collar workers and the labour class.

Veblen and the Leisure Class

VEBLEN propounded his own analysis of class system through
the rise of leisure class. He opined that almost always and
almost everywhere there have been persons in each society
who perform no productive role, what so ever. This class of a
few privileged has survived on the labour of others in the soci-
ely. These people have enough resources and wealth to enjoy
themselves. The leisure class does not serve any meaningful
purpose of society except for being a reference group for the
commoners. But this class can not go beyond a particular limit
(in numbers) otherwise it may lead to scarcity of production
units in a society.

Functionalist Perspective

FUNCTIONALIST theories of social stratification must be un-
derstood only in the light of functronahst theories of societies.
Functionalists propose that for stratification to prevail, there must

be certain functional utilities and. prerequisites. A--number of -

sociologists including Durkheim, Parsons, Tumin, Davi
Merton have proposed functionalist viewpoint of soe
cation. According to Haralambos, the functig als
"primarily concerned with the function gfg

wrth lts contrlbutlon to the maintenance

fons. Besides,

it is socré-‘
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fion in modern capital

functionalists, the.jobs:

gerial, admmlstrahve

p
today's economy is based @
of the market are placed in

work and specialized knowled
able and there fore they can “hot pu

prestrge is pnmanly the result of high occlpE
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happening. The raise in st\andard ‘of living of the unskllled
skilled workers and the white collar jobs has rather broadened

- the. limits of- mrddle class. Because of the. mechanisation of

means of production, the mantle of absorbing people into a
work is born by the categories of occupations in white-collar
sector. It may however, be noted that the middle class is nct a
homogeneous stratum of the Society ‘but a. conglomeration of
the multitude of classes ranging from lower middle class of
skilled labour or semiskilled workers to the -upper middle class

comprising -of professional experts |n managenal or adminis-
trative sectors.
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Stratification in Socialist Society

THE socialist countries have not been able to produce a class-
less society. Though all production channelsain socialistic so-~
ciety are controlled by the state the differences in income of
various cccupations are startling enough to tatk of classes. A
general classification of classes in a socialist-society will see
them fall into the four categories of white-collar workers and
unskilled manual workers. Hore too there is strong correlation
between income and status ranking. Socialist societies who
have been castigating social ranking in capitalist society justify
this ranking in their own society on the basis of technological
advancements and diversification of occupations.

SOCIAL ORGANIZATION

SOCIAL organisation is the outcome of relationship among in-
dividuals and their interaction over time so that the relation-
ships get firmly established. Each individual has several
different types of relationships  and social organization gives
meaning to these shared relationships. As social organizaticn
encompasses the social entities (the.relationships) and the
social processes. (interaction); its reference in only one of the
two, may result in vague understanding of the subject..
. way in which a person behaves in a particular situation is
ion..of his perception of the situation which is learnt
We therefore, have innumerable varieties of
e ial interaction; and, therefore, it is liter-
generalized account of typical sccial
societies. Social organization has
hand this further complicates the

real as well as®
dlscussron on the t

n ALL social relations and
perous processes of which
g, power exertion, ‘social
on here. - :
some expected: pattern”
JGseifor interaction, .certain
e social environment
. These boundaries
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ved through pattern
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ation and continuation
, means ability to do

er is :called: authonty
sources and also'it can--
To get the maximum out
ower), the best way is to-
g people act willingly what
uires ideal role performance.
t be achieved by one.and_all...

The power g D,
Ther

& tnct the prollferatron of power to oth-
nhic much has already been sald in-previous-
r the drngs of role conﬂlct and conﬂrct as. a

sodial p
be direct or medlated regulated or unregulated and expres—
sive or instrumental. In direct conflict, actors in conflict are in-

“volved directly while in mediated confiict, there is always a third -

party involved. In regulated conflict, certain established norms
are followed which is not the case with unregulated conflict. In
expressive conflict, the conflict may be between two actors, while
instrumental conflict involves conflict over certain issues. Conflict
is always destructive and all societies have the norms to get
rid of it through rigid andlor flexible organizaticns. Social
cchesion, in the words of Mcgee, is. “the process through which
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* solidarity of organic structu

_in the, ultimate transformy

_ete. All these changes combined together,

orgamzatlon haS' decreased cons;derably

corfiponent parts of an organization or crganized entity are
bound into a whole, almost synonymous with ‘social solidarity’.
It may be functional, resulting from task-specialization, or
normative resulting from shared values”. In most organizations
both types of these processes of social cohesion are aperative
simultaneously. Conflict in” the larger society may promote
cohesion. . within its_smaller units.

TYPES OF SOCIAL ORGANIZATION

SOCIAL organization encompasses all types of groups existing
within the structure of the society. For convenience, however,
sociologists classify all social organization into formal and in-
formal dichotomy. Otherwise, groups can be divided on the
basis of severai criteria, viz. caste, class, age, sex, occupation,
religion, language, region etc. A formal organization is charac-
terized by (i} clearly spelt out norms for its members and (ii}
when formatly registered, they can be interfered by the law.
Ccntramy informal groupings come up where the group feel-
ing is very strong. Attimes, it may become difficult to demarcate
the limits between formal and informal organizations as both
have lhe tendency to acqguire the characteristics of each other.
Following discussion relates to important types of social
organisations prevalent in -most of the societies.

Recent Changes in Social Organization
ALL sociat organizations have been developi
ingifferent times have tried to cull out theexp

sociat orgamzahon has passed HI
namely the theological, and th
Tonnies visualized the m
Gesellschaft .while Durkhei

evolution too was applied

Today's . saciologists,

absolute statements. S
served are being.disc
MODERN societies. (a
nesseq @ tremendous
first three quarters of #
population growth of
riod” energy-corsump
than double. GNP hasg
number of governmen
other facets of sociaf
precisely. (e.g. size of
tion-etc.} have.also exp
-period:.; The soqal organ|

as also their mterpretahons haV.
complexity has also resulted
and-among. the groups.

THE changes, enfisted above have™
creasing rofe of bureaucratnzat)on ration

importance of. format organization while. the

“COMMUNITIES

A FAMILY may be self sufficient and independent of any bonds
. thet-may restict its activities but yet we do not think of family as

an isolated unit of the society. Dependlng on shared cuitural
values and some other factors, sevéral families live together
and the gathering becomes a community. According to Broom
& Selznick, "A community is an inclusive group with two chief
characteristics : (1} within it the individual can have most of the
experiences and conduct most of the activities that are impor-
tant to bim; (2} it is bound together by a shared sense of be-

o, .
e e -
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longing and by .the feeling among its members that the group
defines for them their distinctive identity. Theoretically, the mem-
ber of a community lives his whole life within it; he feels a
sense of kinship with others who belong to it; and he accepts
the community as much as he accepts his own name and
family membership”.

COMMUNITIES are usually based on locality—a village, city, or
nation. The geographical area and a sense of place set the
beundaries of a common living and provide a basis for
solidarity. However, without respect to a geography, one may
speak of the "Catholic activities and institutions which, taken
together, permit many Catholics to live out much of their lives
within boundanes set by religious affilitation. For McGee, how-
ever, "a community is a type of social organization that is
territorially located and provides the setting for dealing with most
of the needs and problems of daily living”. Communities are,
therefore, area-based but this may not always be so; as at
times we may tatk of a community in economic terms or religion,
spread over a large area and exnstmg, intermingled with other
communities. :

Approaches to the Study of Comm(mity
A DEEPER analysis of the above mentioned definitions and

m:other such literature reveals that there are three main ap-

11 dy of community. The first approach to commu-
It refers to a human settlement located
Lierritory. This approach gives more em-

roach gives more em-
rrelationships, not on

not define commu-
s on particular type
It means a sense of
e shared criterion,
aphiically - dispensed
sammunity. This. type of
mmunion since here
d shared experience.

Fvery important point to un-
ntextual. Every individual. be-
particular time. Place of birth;
quage,. education, wealth elc., are
t become basis of commumty refer—

i { has fo|lowmg features
p ation’ ’

ble to communion)
— Cormmon code of conduct.

" THESE features of community. are. also its elements.

ALL the three elements put together constitute the Community.

Characteristics

MAIN characteristics of community are given below :
— Sense of belongingness,
— Distinctive identity,

lewduals and groups_

man society. Individu--
e-in smaller. groups tike .
ven: to: individuals: since ..
r choice in selection of

; #- Territory/Locality: (However, Iocahty/temtory is not apphca—
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— Common living

— Interdependence

— Likeness

— Self-sufficiency (However self-sufficiency is not applica-
ble to .arger communities such as urban compunities)

Types
THERE are various typologres by drfferent groups of scholars
These different groups of scholars have used diverse criteria
for classification of communities as follows :
Economic Criterion
1. Peasant Community
2. Little  Community
3. Rural Ccemmunity
4. Urban Community
Social Criterion
— Students’ Community
— intellectuals’. Community
— Workers’ Community etc.

_ Religious Criterion

— Hindu Community
— Muslim Cemmunity
— Catholic Community
— Protestant Community etc.
SOCIAL and economic criteria are take
modern approach to community. T
based on economic criterion only.
MODERN approach to communit
of the term community resultin
Comparison between Soci
SOCIETY is a very large ;

reference to locality, wi
fundamental for huma
infliences only- rndlrectt
expression in commup
on homogeneity whil
munity may. not be sel

jarding the cha e

ization of a community as rura% Mrance communi- 1

and Japan ‘are 2,500; 20,000 and 30,06¢
contrast in numbers to define an urban<e

are innUmerable situations of rural-urban contintit
.graph)c location also is not.a good indicator of a p

between rural and urban life in villages and cities is apparent
erough (in most cases) and here, an area is  defined as urban

pal Corporaticn or it is under-a cantonment or under a Notified
area committee. Other features of an*Indian Urban Community,
according to the census of India are: (i) density of populaticn
not less than 1,000 numbers per square mile with total popu-
lation of the locality not less than 5,000, and (ii) of the total
employed population, at least 75% should be employed in non-
agricultural pursurts. .

imte. .
o

| p
being - calléd Tirat ‘or“urban: In"India; however; the contrast: -
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IN SOCIOLOGICAL parlance, an urban community can be dis~
tinguished from a rural one in community-life and attitudes of
its members..Farming, for example, is not only an economic
activity, it is the way of life of the people who practice it. There is
a whole set of cultural values and practices asscciated with
agricultural mode of life. A village community is characterized

_._primarily by the primary-group feeling or at least predominately

face-to-face interaction; agriculture is the predominant economic
activity and fierce competition is absent resulting in traditional
conservative outlook. A rural community, because of limited
facters of variability, is more homogeneous than the urban one.
IN A rural community, the existence of a person is strongly
affected by his association with other members of the commu-
nity and there are strong socio-psycholcgical bonds binding its
members. Contrarily, an urban community is an open commu-
nity with its members less dependent on others. The feature of
face-to-face interaction too is lacking in urban communities,
and therefore, formal relationships are quite important. Formal
means of social control are a typical feature of an urban
community. .
THE differences in the rural and urban communities are those
at the micro-level. At macro level, equally significant differences
an be seen between a town and a region. A town; with its'
fowards the urban setting still exhibits many features of a
ut' a region, generally much bigger than a
] ﬁebe as heterogeneous as a city. Transfor-
3 an, urban community generally involves
crease in occupational specializa-

to a priesthood, (c) the trans-
ntieszrelated to fertility, rainfall, and
i r”s‘ir %61% of the water supply (the
age ent- of land and herds, (dy-
e and a management of

?u'e the. continuity of the
I nst attack, and (g} a

g functions, associa-
‘hese special-purpose
Epames etc.)-are the
ﬁnlte goals and are
ally utjlitarian. An as-
cause and therefore
ifferent from others in

5.
public libraries, federal
ns- (&chool, hospitals). The -
pybody’s guess, ranging from a
(isands: or even lacs; numerical
the function of its purposes -and”
aetthe people. Mostly the complex asso-
i ims. Besides,-the-aims.may be altered
-ﬁe&ﬁ%’nd/or resources available. Indian Natlona|

ment) and- seryic
size of an associalj
- few- persons -
strength,

-freedom -

.ASSOCIATIONS are extremely adaptable Thelr size, ‘organiza- o

- tion, b nged, whenever the need to do so
“if its administrationis controlled by -a Municipality- or a* Munici -~ tion, goals etc. may be chang o

-arises: ‘If the mernbers: feel that their association has post its:
-usefulness, they can easily end their association. It is thanks
to this quality of association that we find a plethora of them in
most societies, particularly is complex Societies.

INSTITUTIONS

EVERY social organization, for its survival and efficiency, has to

s .for. different tasks, (f) .. ..

|ndustrles) e

ssifor. example; -was:launched. to-act as:a welfarg, as-__:"_,,_
socrahon but later rt became the Jeadrng ﬁghter for the countrys-' e
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:; - -met with certain basic needs that give meaning to the organi- values are the ways of action and belief that make up a society’s |
’ zation. It has to perform certain functions which lend it  sense of identity, its “way cf life”. For example, Americans value *
3 creditability. Scme of these functions, as enlisted by McGee churchgoeing; public education, and equal justice before law.
& - include; maintaining the population, training new members, pro- Churches, schools and courts are institutions based on and
viding channels of communication, assigning members to roles serving these cuitural values. The public interest in social order
% and tasks, establishing social norms and operational rules, concerns the regulation of internal conflicts and the safety of
’ procuring necessary resources from the environment, making the community against external threats. These are the main
:;; collective decisions, co-ordinating internal activities, controlling functions of government institutions. Other public interests in-
; deviant actions and defending against external threats. clude the promotion of economic welfare, science, public health,
) THE above functions can be performed in various ways avail- and peace. Public interests are sensed as urgent when a key
5 able to the organization within the sccietal framework. But more  value is affected or social order is believed to be at stake.
. often than not, an organization opts for some particular ways THE following characteristics may be noted in the concept of
&% {through chance and/or experience) to achieve its gcals. The an |nst|tutlon
particular or persistent normative pattern adhered to by all mem- . Institutions are the means-of controlling individuals.
= bers of a social organization are called institutions. An institution 2. Institutions depend upon the collective activities of men.
= ® is thus “a persistent normative pattern of interrelated organiza- 3. The institutions have some definite proceedings which
" tions that are concerned with a particular functional requirement - -are formed on the basis of customs and dogmas.
and hence share common activities and norms—But-institte — 47 Instifution s more stable than other means of social con-
tions are not merely the act of normative behavioural pattemns trol.
of a social organization that could be perceived insolation. It is 5. Every institution has some rules which must be compul-
rather an integral part of the organization and generally the two sorily obeyed by the individuals.

are viewed together.

6. Every institution has got a symbol which may be material
WHY the institutions or the estabhshed sets of norms are fol-

. or non -material.

ing Broom and Selzmc:(. )
THE most important public interests:
sceial orger. Groups that promof
are, comespondingly, the most,?

ftutions. Cultural  'oles, traditions :‘go
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- EDMOND. Leach has. argued

He “Eonciuded, .in fact; that no dé
would apply to all the institutions

nedst
. rights which frequently occur 417 connection Wiih%& ar
" ;added ‘that “ohe miight perhaps considérably - exteh =th
_..and seemed to conclude that since. no smgle one.
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- MARRIAGE -

\‘

MARRIAGE is a truly peculiar institution. Although it is widely
regarded as a natural state, or at least one ordained by deity, it
is actually one of the more ingenious traps set for us by society.
Consider its dubicus benefits. A woman (or women in plural
unions) agree§to place herself in lifelong thrailodom to a man
(or men) for whom she will cook and clean, giving herself
sexually to him on demand, and bearing and raising his chil-
dren. His side of bargain requires that he restrict his sex urges

legitimization of children through the mother's relationship to
another party the distinctive characteristic of marriage. Accord-
ing to him in some societies like the Toda, “marriage” and
legitimacy of children can be looked upon as two different and
separate concepts, and it may be necessary to go through El
ceremony of legitimization of the offspring (Toda_pursutpimi
ceremony) in order to establish who is the legal father because
marriage rites are insufficient in themselves_to do this. Kathleen

to -his wife (or wives), or at least keep his liasions secret from «Gough (1959}, citing the account of the ceremony given by Riv-

her, live with her, and support her children under compulsion
of custom or law. Both sides experience a drastic reduction in

independence and autonomy and both have had a lien placed .

against their labours. When children arrive, the burdons on
each are multiplied, for they have surely given a hostage to
fortupe. There is nothing natural about any of this, and the en-
tire business defies commoen sense: For all mankind, however,
marriage has been so much a part. of life so routlnlze
people rarely thought to question the institution andd

of an age of doubt that we are doing so no
THIS Long commentary by Murphy shoul
beginning to the topic on marriage,
most of us consider as natural t%;gﬁ
interested in further reading regard'l

y
: f% ndldates

clear that cohabitation

a distribution to serve
pologists intuitively fel
reasons therefore the 4
nitioh makes no refer
between a man and @
worman are recogn
TH Notes—and Quer
marfiage is a union b
establishes the legit
marnage -to-a-woman

this* pomt  the- problem L
marriage feasible whichs
criterion, that of legitimizing

monly refer to’as marriage.

socrety we ought to feel free to caII marriage’ any mstltutlon

which fulfills any one or more of the selected criteria.

THERE is surely, a quite simple logical flaw in this 'argixment;'

For it would mean in effect that every ethnographer might extend
at will Leach’s list of marital rights, and in short define marriage
in any way he pleased. This may-be legitimate in describing a
single society but for cross- -cultural comparison a single
parsimonious definition is needed.

PRINCE Peter has objected to Noles and Queries definition
and, by implication, to any definition which would make the

S,
T

ers has however cleared the misunderstanding of Prince Peter
and, based on her account of-th
definition that till date is the ifiost satisfactory one.
‘/cCCORDING TO Kathleen Gough “marriage is a relationship
established between a woman and one or more other persons,
which provides a child born to the woman under circumstances
not prohibited by the rules of the relationship, is accorded full .
tatus rights common to normal members of his society

ed in this definition cover up almost axI
tles of today. “One or more persons’
care ‘of group marriage of Nayar type,
&:0f the Wuer gs also true fraternal
not prohlblted by rules of re-
ic cases.. “Full birth-status
rs” .is.a.compressed refer-
operty rights etc. which a-

woman-to-

ular father. It therefore
h- which all rights -are’
a relationship must
-one or more other
éghts to be ratified.
ider and more precise
o the vagueness of
=of 'society or social .
iste systems in which

een Gough has stood
yn somety «can well be

Fequalitarian, patriarchal, matriarchal.
marrrage patrrlocal matrilocal

ade by young people w:’(h courtshlp, elders
by ‘baged on-kinship, caste; class; region, religion. .
(v) Exchange at marriage- -pridewealth, dowry, suitor service,
- gift exchanges. : .

“{viy Agé at marriage-early, late” o :

(vii) Strength of bond-temporary, weak, permanent
(viii) Possibility of remarriage-nil, mandatery, levirate, sororate. -
(ix) Kinds of mates-marriage, concubinége.

PREFERENTIAL MARRIAGES

ALL human beings belong to one species and potentially
everyone can be a mate of anyone else. At least theoretica{ly a

arflage, -has- giveR-— — ~—

egifimacy whether through- -
s, phrase -is-broader.than. .. . ....... ..
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person from Green Land can marry one from South Africa. In
practice however this may not happen because of aeographi-
cal, linguistic and _c_ul_tu_rgl__l_)‘arriers. Besides, all societies have
certain worms whereby one’s choice of getting married is
restricted fL{rlher. All societies prohibit marriage, with some
category of retatives. A group, members of which have to solicit
aliance outside its boundaries, is called an exogamous Un.
Contrarily, all or most sccieties direct their members to marry
in the specified range of people or relatives. The group, where
memberS-are expected to marry within (out beyond the exoga-
mous unit) is called the endogamous unit. A nuclear family is
an exogamous unit in alt known societies of teday. Lineage,
clan, gotra etc. are other exogamous units in most known
societies of today. Caste or class is the endogamous unit. In
India, for example, onehas 10 marry within his caste (endogamy)
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mother's brother’s daughter) and_bilateral (both of the above
categories inclusive). Tlingit cf Alaska, Chippewa Indians as
also the Kareira Australian aborigines haye been known to prac-

tice cousirmmarriages. Among the Kachin and Purum of Burma
“Ohe 1§ supposed to marry one of his matrilateral relations even
beyond the cousin category. Thus each lineage has specific
lineages where frem it can get females and others where it
can give.

THERE is a much larger spread of consanguineous marriages
(in India) than generally believed. To give an illustration, mar-
riage with mother's _brother's daughter exists in 2368

communities while marriage with father's sister's daughter is
reported in 2040 communities. Maternal uncle-niece marriages
takes place in 336 _communities. Three hundred and eighty-
three communities practise parallel cousin marriagé, including

excluding lineage and gotra (exogamy).- According to the con-%
clusion derived by the Peoples of India Project, "Social anthio-
pologists reported the disfribution of kinship traits all over India
Which they divided into four regions: western, southern, central

both among brother's children and sister's children. Marriage
with mother's brother's daughter occurs in_97 percent of the\""
communities of Tamil Nadu followed by Karnataka, Goa, Kerala,
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and eastern, with their characteristic Teatures. The PAI data
have confirmed most of their findings and even gone beyond
them. For example, village exogamy is almost -non-exisient in
the south, which is uniqefor TS SUrname_gxogamy. Most

communities follow exogamy of various types, theedoffiing

type being clan gotra and_surname exogamy.
instances of endogamy at clan and gofra leve
looseness of these structures. )
EN MY and Exogamy are n
are rather ’B_rescEE tions i.e. marry:
society or faceé consequences..

one has somg _choice, howeve
marriage partners. Commor

prevalent in different societ
below. —

he horms of the
Inds of marriages

nay be, in choosin

P

ousin Marriages.
COUSIN- marriages &
marrying his father's
daughter). and para)
sistar's daughter or
marriages are more
cousin marriages, theprel
(marrying father's s
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CROSS - COUSIN MARRIAGE

0O
A

MATRILATERAL

Andhra Pradesh, Manipur, Jammu and Kashmir, Nagaland,
Gujarat, Meghalaya, Orissa. It is present on a small scale in
Madhya Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Utter Pradesh, Mizoram,
Delhi, Sikkim, Assam, West Bengal, -Bihar, Chandigarh,

categories whereby a person, after the
married to H&rsister/his brother. In

;&) for the deceased. Both of
ofas exception. '

Ehis Tather's father and
F considerations are

‘B\g’:éerty mayznatibeselaimed by other fin-
ho and- othgl

re practige

SORORATE

IN MOST of the world, even in communities which altow young
people to engage in premarital sex relations, marriage is re-
garded as semething more than the selection by an individuat
of a congenial, partner. The western reader is familiar with
personal mate selection. More commonly marriage is regarded
as not primarily the business of twe individuals, but a matter
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ildren born to such




involving their families and even other kin. When potential
mates are allowed to choose one ancther, a strong power cf
vetc remains with parents or other kin. The alliance to be
cemented through marriage is so vital that the arrangements
cannot be left to young people alone. IQ;WSLASE,
including %MMMOmen are secluded
froon_an early age. Therefore they cannotmto by
Soys. All arrangements for marriage are made by parents,
perhaps with the assistance of marriage brokers. The young
people, however, are expected to give their consent. The
couple may first see one another through photographs and
not have opportunity to meet until the wedding ceremony has
been completed. Even in then, however, a distinction is made
between a man's primary and secondary marriage. For sub-
sequent unions greater initiative in selecting a spouse is

exercised by the husband N
%},WVTH personal mate selection, the individual nowhere has
unlimited freedom of choice. In the first place, residential prox-

imity influences the selection of a spouse. A boy and girl.must ¥ overlooked

- be able to meet before they can marry. Once they meet, cultural
variables become important. The couple must have an oppor-
tunity to understand each other. This requires that they share a
certain number of values and other behaviours. Even in the
United States, marriages tend not to be between djstan
classes as often as they occur between peoples
same rank and culture. Incest rules, whichs€
nuclear family to include other kin,
mate selection.

Sa
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of gifts or through visits \ K
PARALLE!]. COUSINS L@Ly_ﬂe@_ﬂ congpicuous exception to
this generalization is seen_among the Arabs_and_other Musiim
peoples of Southwest Asia. Here paternal parallel cousins are
creferred mated. Parlly such marriage is related to the_scarcity

_of woman which, in turn, may follow from polygyny. With women
"“rare, a man will ordinarily be forced to offer_considerable wealth

to secure a desirable bride, i.e., one"who is a virgin and comes
from a family of unblemished reputation. The solidarity linking
brothers in the extended family makes these relatives ready to
exchange daughters for only a small consideration.

“SECONDARY marriages often are geverned by the sororate
and levirate. In many communities if a man loses his wife
through death he possesses a claim on her family. That
group must repface the girl with an unmarried_sister. This
custom is known as the sgrorate. The Tevirate involves
inheritance of a widow by her deceased husband's brother.
The functions of these forms of marriage should not be
e bond of solidarity linking sisters will probably
condition the second woman’s affection toward her dead
sister's_children. She will treat”them more warmly than a

Stranger might. The levirate assures sécurity for_the widow

nd children of a deceased man. - .
ELED forms of marriage normatly include unions &*

seand children or between Sibiings. In general
no prohibition on marriage fo a person
mily is universal. A son's wife or
e, is very widely prohibited as a

W MARRIAGE offén'is preferred witf

“COUgins. But all cousins are nof
e certain . cousins_are rigorousl)(
e . represent ideal-partners,
distinctions of this sort do
3 . ......... English. speakers: normalfy
cross -cousin. marriage, -i
either _his mother's. bro

./especially
gually. Sometimes

of marriage 1o Kin tend to apply

ives are further removed from

with which incest rules are

s related to the terms by

- persons addressed as

ictiial relationship, rarely will

@s..In India, incidence of — — "
4'63'6"'6ommuhities, junior
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secondary spouss

“"with diminished
hy
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abke cross-cousins - are
marriage with a motheEs]
than with a father's Sistel
of TRTIa- teral cross-coust
organization includes-¥ic
* converse -forr, “marrig
correlated withmatri
these correlations ‘i
warmth and intimacy

-and intimacy now link Eg
daughter comes to be a prefert
.. the father's sisters daughteri
" his paternal aunt is called mothers
in thé kinship system of the particularigd
are terminologically -equivalent. Cross-co
~_in all continents exceptEurope,— .. “Riias
W7 2 GENERAL explanation for preferred: cross-eoi
Y lies, first,.in the fact that people who possess_sinip!

start. That is,
oth=statuses

- ‘organizationand-are closely “attached 1o K
see offsprings marry strangers. Strangers are not _trusted by
small-scale people. Second such -preferred marriage, when
it occurs in-every generation, links two kin groups in an
enduring relationship. A man marries. his mother's brother's
daughter. She moves to her husband’s-residential kin group
but her brother is left behind to mairy.. The woman’s child
has a claim on his mother's brother's: daughter. and this,
ideally speaking, will be paid when that child is old enough
to marry. In the meantime the relationship between both
intermarrying kin groups is kept alive by periodic exchanges

§.’ “to which Telatiye
“securing_pub

‘do not like to - oitered

enior levirate (non-for-

amunities and senior
senior sororate (for-

er_or more obvious
ity.- That is, people in--:
a:-mariiage has_take

e together. Such simple
ng Indians of norther

-services further sanctioned
onies, usually-involving a-feast

f a'marriage. _
s a sanction of ‘marriage has been
eral- types ‘of transfer-can be distin-

to compensate his gir’s family f3F the loss of a worker;
somefimes it signifies a legal right to her offspring; or it may

- besimply a sign of respect for the “and._her parents who
reared her. The acceptance of bridewealth is not regarded in

the same light as payment for a chattel. What sometimes is
called “bride_purchase” only under the rarest and most
aberrant cifcumsfances is construed to be the sale of a
woman. In some communities with bridewealth, commercial
transactions based on payment are unkncwn. It cannot be
expected that such people would think of a girl being worth so

apiskaf Cree.. Among.. the ...

onstitute a common means:of -

dewea th -is - propeity “transmitted’ to a bride's
=recognition of _her marriage.The rationalizations. - .
for bridewealth vary.”Sometimes it is ‘offered explicity -
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37 Inbreedma Theory
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that inbreeding is not always deleterious and the notion of in-
breeding resulting in sericus harm to the societies is gradually
losing favour: Further, it is really too much to consider early
man (from all over the worid) to- be such a keen observer. Con-
sequences of inbreeding as given by theory are not known
even {o many intellectuals of present-day societies.

4 Family Disruption Theory. -
MALINOWSKI's explanation follows that 1f incest is allowed
within the family, this will resuit in_a lot of tension and rivalry
that could shatter the foundations Gf the family. Thus, to retain
the family intact (and hence the_society) incest must have
been declared taboo.

~many cattle or horses or so-much salt
DOWRY is. wealth in money or goods setlled on a bride by the
bride’s kin group. Among Muslim a man may aiso settle wealth
to be paid at a future date. This custom is neither bridewealth
nor dowry buti may 3y Be called dower or designated by:the Arabic
term eher? In rare cases @ woman may relinguish her right to
meher, perhaps in consideration for the right to divcrce .her.
husband, should she at a future date desire to do so.

-ONE function of all transfers of wealth accompanying marriage
is to stabilize the union. The investment is not jeopardized
rSadily. i'ﬁe felatves who have given or_received wealth wil
seek means to prevent dissolution of the marriage. Stability is
recognized exphicity as a function_of meher even though the
‘bride may give up her right to this settlement in exchange for
the privilege of divorce.

\,ﬁTHER sanctions of marriage include service, the groem
spending a term working for his bride’s family; exchange, the
husband giving a sister tc the wife's kin n exchangeforits— — —
loss of a woman; and divine sanction, in which the attention - of
deities is directed to the union. Bride-service and sister
exchange would seem to be alternatives for bridewealth, bride-
service or exchange, and a weman's appreciable contribution
to subsistence. It’is as though her famlly were bemg recom-_

DAUGHTER INCEST
; al that incest was. allowed rather

always a set of kin which can
volve in sex or marriage withi
ldeal where sex and marria

é@hout causing any danger to

viewed here.

; Accordlng to Tylor
~ Psycho-analytic T}

j»sus icion_and hostility
ooperation (betweer .

nity. tasks could not -

st for lncreased; co-
> -Ever if so, family.
efeby some members
ers married out.

satisfactorily- explains
il of them combined
incest. to-be tabooed

daughter. In the couf
repress his or her de
_the elders. Yet the dedl
“"FREUD'S theory does
incest but falls to expla
Chil_dhq ‘
" ACCORDING tc i i
brought up together develo
intimacy- of- relationship. withig
T in legie rom Freud's: one,failsze
attrachon Wlthln the con!u?al fami

, “sex within the nucéar
%Qg‘e kin form itsepart while i
l;g%non Sex and marriage be- .
many societies while in some
Steterred. Even within the family it
sSFihat is_a universal taboo.
“incest taboo has been expanded

{Gth to sex becal
@%\ The theo_ry,

" need - for makmg ‘such-Tules -as putr
. category. .
TALMON S lnveshgattons among K;bbutz:

<0 “%nd between siblings remain stronq_thLoggh

B )onary and psychobiological roots of mother-son incest taboo-
—and’ probablx__ edipus complex as, well: Begin_now: to ‘come.into. .

Yiew. The early hominid family of mother and dependent young

£

< ‘n p Qpera_ e eI

i @ that moiher-son matings are avoided. The.evo-" . . .

ACCORDING to this theory proposed byi David Aberle etal. g'he

~—avid ADETTE Elal/ ¥e
roots of incest taboo liein the understandlng by human society *

of the harmful effects of inbreeding in- the animals. Inbred
individuals have greater probability of suffering from lethal or
semilethal recessive traits. The theory proposes that in ancient
times, naturat selection must have favoured the societies with
incest taboo.

FROM the knowledgejgf mbreedmg avallable today, we know

s, . . .
-9 e v . LD et

was expanded by two related . evolutionary developments; a .

“~lengthening” of pair bonding; associating a male to the primate. R

nuclear. group. We will probably never know whether the
symmetrical prohibition of father- daughter-mating occurred long
before the emergence of language and culture or only when
protohumans began to elaborate symbohcally on their behaviour
patterns. But the modet of mother-son Thcest avoidance (and
the probably psychological tensions involved) was there to be
drawn upon in prohlbltmg father-daugnter and brother-sister
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mating and in investing the whole complex with great symbolic

~ import.

OTHER explanations of the incest taboo turn cut nect to explain
the incest taboo at all, but they do illuminate the evolution of
exogamy. In a characteristically brilliant early |nS|ght Tylor
suggested the social significance of exogamy.
_-EXOGAMY:, ‘enabling -a -growing-tribe to-keep-itself compact by
constant unlonm enables it to
overmatch any number of small intermarrying groups, isolated
and helpless. Again and again in the world’s history, savage
tribes must have had plainly before their minds the simple
practical alternative between marrying out and being killed out.
To sum up, as concluded by Honigman, the nuclear family
tmposes rules. The importanté of these lies in their function of
making the nuclear family discontinuous in time and thereby
instigating_the formation of new nuclear families every
rother-sister marriages were usual, the nuclear
famlly would be permanent. Siblings would not have to look
outside th their residential group for spouses. The individual wolld
not belong to both a family of orientation, in which he was born,
and a family of procreation, established through marriage. Incest
rules, therefore, help to give rise to rules of residence, some of
which produce extended familiés” In no community is i
customary or pemmiissible for father_: and daughter, lgrlothg‘
son, brother and sister to have sexual interce
Occasmna"y, as in_ancient Egypt, in ab
among the preconguest |nca of h Hf

pressed a prestige so_high th:
could be found outside of thg

permitted to marry their aaug f

intercourse sometimes |s s al

Véen father and: aught

n
g_y, en

planatlon W

weakness of thig
munity expects 2
- Punish-ments -ay
nance for incesti
theory is'the fact?
indicated, it is e
- -nuclear family. T
mstmct whlch

. parents - who are
undemonstrable. In the ™
involved in sexual relation

will produce healthy offspringe:

breeder knows’ this wheri he de,

" strains ‘from the same parenlage‘ ol

sessmg certaln desirable qUaImes.

f, healthy genes 3
5€, relatives they

" not only allowed but encouraged the marnage ofschiid

or obvious damage in the offspring of such matings.

3. The universality of incest rules can- best.be._understood-
* funclionally--By making- the nuclear-family and: other. ex-. -.

ogamous kin groups discontinuous, incest rules in each
generation encouragé alliance., between such groups.
These alliances widen the circle of the ingroup and pro-
vide an additional number of people who can be relied on
for adaptation and other satisfactions. Incest rules also
avoid the danger that the nuclear family or other exoga-
mous kin group will be destroyed through aggression gen-

e, . S e
e e v Lo el

Where.-in,Afriga %t_ualg

‘ ~:-of brothers and sisters. The evidence indicates ho frequent ..
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erated from sexual jealousy and frustration.
THE evidence from hunting and gathering societies and from ,

early human sites (such as Torraiba, Ambrona, and Terra -

Amata) suggests that, atleast by the time of Homo erectus,
intermarriage between bands was bgt_dﬂlnrg_fﬁ_,_,_mo wider
networks within which regional cultures could evolve, networks
that could provide the basis for temporary crystallization of larger

groups.

MARRIAGE PAYMENTS

MARRIAGE is a §ocial institution but in most of the world it has
economic aspects too. Before, after and at the time of marriage,
Cenain fransactions occur between bride and groom or their
respective parents or clans. In a great many tribal societies
marriage is a contract between two Ilneag_es or two families or
two kindreds, whereby the groom's kin make a substantial

~payment of valuables to the bnde’s Kin. Thess charactenistically

"Tare goods Taden with symbolic value-cattle, shell valuables, or
ceremonial objects such as brass gor gongs, ivory tusks, dog's
teeth, feathers, or whatever™things a people invest with special
“Rontilitarian value. And the transfer of these symbolically laden
valuables is characteristically publicly dramatized. All such

iy ~emtmmrd
transactlons ‘are an example of reciprocity and are intrinsically
- -

ecognize or enhance gach_other's  status. All such

ilateral or both ways) that occur at the time of

o) after; can well be termed 'marriage

g'é%% exchange (sister exchange) prevalent
orld

(e.g. Tiv_of West Africa) minimize
Gerything recelvea in one case has

marriage transaction
ds or money by the

. In about half of
re, higher amount of

pents are. made in.the form

blankets -
BRIDEW_EALT behaviour- on the pait- of ‘bride
. and groo er. If marriage fails because of no

cattle your } brother received when you married a man from another
lineage will serve to acquire a wife for_him, so that bridewealth
caltle become a token and symbol of the recipracities of ex-
change. In that sense, they serve as=a bridge between the
systems such as in the West where marriage is based, more or
less on free choice and the system of systematic marital
exchange between descent groups.

BRIDEWEALTH is less. commonly paid where descent is traced

‘bridewealth. It is not ™

in_food and Kwakuitl in -

over chlldren borne by a_woman from another I|nea 6. He
symbolic -element of exchange offen is expressed_as well; the

:thek;_soc_:lety Payments o

d'g '
fugao of philli 'lnes igs),
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‘matrilineally. Here, the husband’s lineage does ngt_;aﬁc;ql?xre
nghts _over _children. Such payment usually cccurs where the
“husband’s lineage compensates the wife's lineage for loss of
her work services anﬂww go to live with
their husband’s pecple.
SEEING a young woman_led off ta her nuptial bed and a life of
hard labor in exchange for a herd of smelly cows was more
than many missicnaries could bear, and such “degrading’
customs were suppressed by missions or by colonial regimes
in many areas. The term “bride price”, with its connotation of a
woman sold as chattel, was current.

“was a common practice in n medieval Eurc_)pe but now it has
been restricted to_ltaly, France and some parts of eastern
Europe. 1t is still th& most common practloe in _India.

GROOM'S Gp. BRIDE'S Gp.

A O

b

UNLYKE the bndewea ith
opposite directions, inzdl
Dowry is generally ct
parental propetfy. in-inar:
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different. Ancient Hindu Law-givers conceived dowry as an
offering (Dakshina) along-with the greatest sacrifice (Dan) of a
daughter (Kanyadan) by her father. Though dowry has been
declared illegal, the practice is still prevalent in whole of the-
country as dowry has beceme a status symbol. In India, dowry
comprises of the cash paid to the groom as also to his kin (in
lesser amounts) along with the household utensils of day today
use. In case of divorce the bride has the right to take away all
the dowry she has brought at the time of marriage.

Suitor Service

IN SOCIETIES where the custom of suitor service is found, the
groom or a close kin or friend has to serve the bride’s family for
a specified_time period before the fm_allzatlon_pj Inarriage. The
time period may_range from a token service to several years.
After the period is over, the couple, move to the groom’s parental
house or have one of their own.

~tN ABOUT one-seventh of Murdock's societies the suitor service

ls prevalent. In some of them suitor service can be replaced by
brlde_w_eJa_lm mong Hupa a and Yoruk Indians, for example, half
the time-period can be_adjusted for a- specific amount of
... bridewealth. -
MGlft Exchanges

idnges may range from token gift to L<c10us ones,
%gut ive the other group either for higher
stalds.  The emphastsT@éﬁe‘rally on

ample showed the prevalenoe of
Islanders gifts of food and

enmg down payment
severaTTnths flater,
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Other Criteria - ON-THE -basis of resndenoe',a famlly 1
t/neo-locaI‘/patnlocal ratrilécal of avencuiocal; on the ba
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_ FAMILY

MARRIAGE Yays the foundation for family. As tharriage is
universal so should be the family. The kind of family may differ
because of the varying cultural needs of different societies.

EVANS Pritchard made a classification of types of family which
would be useful for many patrilineal societies. The natural fam-
ily consists of parents, whether married or not, and their
children. If the parents are not married their relationship is one
of concubinage. The simple legal family consists of a married
coupte and their children (and so may be also a natural family).
The polygynous family is a complex legai family; it has been
described as a number of separate families -linked by their
relationship to a common father. A ghost family consists of the
ghost (the pater), his wife, their children, and the kinsman who
became their genitor in virtue of his duty towards the ghost.

TYPES OF FAMILY

- THE -family--can be classified in a number of ways depending

upon the criteria selected for the purpose as given below
1. Authority : ON THE basis of authority a famll
patriarchal or matriarchal. In patriarchal_fatii
(after marriage) leave their parental
husbands, either with the rel

tives. A matriarchal fa
(or one of her close
vested with suprem

and the children
relatives. A maj I

2. Structure :
nuclear or exte
of a husband, hisii

husband or wife or both but

-In extended family each nuclear famil
mdependent authority of decisior,

ancestry a family my be matrilineal, patrilineal or_bilineal etc.

With number of marriages as the criterion family may may be. mo-.

nogamous or polygamous and on the basis of blood relation-
ship a family comprises of consanguinous and affinal rela-
tions. On the basis of economy the. family comprises of a pro-
duction unit and a_consumption unit. -

NUCLEAR FAMILY
THE nuclear family consists’\ of .a ‘married man and woman
together with their offsprings. A couple who have not produced

offspring may be called an incomplete nuclear family. The

nuclear family, either ‘existing asan ‘independent-social-group - -

or aggregated into larger, composite, residential kin groups, is
practically universal. Attempts to displace it, however are not
unknown. The most recent such attempt has occurred in the
kibbutz, an agricultural collective found in lsrael. The main
features of the kibbutz are communal living, collective owner-

‘ship of all property, and collective rearing of children. Marriage

is primarily entered for the comradeship and intimacy that it
promises. The husband and wife do not depend on each other
for support nor do the couple fully rear any children they pro-
duce. For this purpose the kibbutz includes a nursery with
trained staff. Here the mother goes to feed the child while it stilf
nurses. Both parents visit the infant upon their return from work
each day. After six months the child may be taken to the par-
ents’ one-room apartment for brief visits but it continues to
sleep- in the children's house. Teachers gradually feplace
s child reares. However, parents do play a role in
velopment of the child. They are its most impor-
entlﬁcatlon and provide it with a certain secus

Teceives from no one else. The_kibbuiz
nd education of children, dufies nor-
mily, to persons other than the

%general practice economic
2se usual charactenstlcs of

e, and physical charm
ating the importance
lidarity.

y is related to the functions

ition for the spouses,

on of the young, and
| companlonshlp and other emotional
l’hese ends not only serve mdtwdual

ntain the continuity or the community- itself. None
“finctions by iiself explams the: universality of
the family. Sexual intercourse springs from a powerful

drive. Thé satisfaction it provides helps to cement the -

“bond between husband and wife; but many of the sample
of the world's communities allow sexual relations to oc-
¢ur before marriage or outside of the family as well. The
majority of.communities do not object strongly to having
one of both spouses find sexual satisfaction outside of
- the family, provided that the partner is a particular rela-
tive. Hence, sexual satisfaction by itself cannot be the
motivation for founding, or remaining in, a family. We

tion based on age and sex --



_ The custom may be for &

have seen that a couple marries in an Israeli kibbutz
despite the fact that men and women do not depend on
one another for support. In the trobriand lIslands of
Melanesia a family receives its main support from the
wife's brother the husband havmg similar responsibility
to provide subsistence for his sister and her family.
Importdnt as the sex specialization of subsistence and
-other technical roles may be, it is not sufficient to explain
the family. In the kibbutz the third function of the family-
rearing children has also been taken over by non-famity
memmbers without destroying the family itself. Europe and
America have seen the family shorn of many former
tasks, while compulsory-school laws deprive it of the
right to rear fully its own children. Formerly a husband
produced food and relied on a wife who kept the home.
But even sexual division of labour now has become less
sharp. Often both spouses go to work daily. Mass media

_ _ _ _ of communication in the home or outside reduce

somewhat the need for companionship. Yet the family
has not disappeared. It continues to provide sexual grati-
fication and is ‘an area in which parents and children
mutually provide each other with emotional satisfactions.
Emotional satisfaction is at least as important as the
other functions of the famlly it may be o
comes more important in an impersona
ciety where the other functron
extrafamilial groups.

\ anentation.

determlnlng the type" of ex

orientation, creatrng maj
stay at-home, creatrng gm
son or daughter or botiE
families are created.
form, cre ated--thro’@h—“
:Extended Family Type
as enlisted by Honig
AN EXTENDED fami
monogamacus Ruclear
whole, out of a samp
possess extended famiki
two or more generati

spouse is the: link betwex

extendéed - family: a son -or
of the Yarger group. The ext

may.end l ind
while the nuclear and polyga

ilies are trans o

enerally, only offspnn%s
A rule ofsifr
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weed and crops, and secure raw materizl for manufacture. If
the family head cannot himself werk, then leadership devolves*
on the next senior male. The wealth created in this cooperative
fashion is timed over to the family head, who holds sole rights
over its disposal. Rules, however, limit his actions. New tools
must be purchased when needed and the male labour force,
together with their dependents, housed, fed, and clothed. Some
maney must be reserved for taxes, and a sum is set aside to
use in securing brides for the unmarried sons. Any individuat
in the extended family may, on his own tie, use land or tools to
earn an independent income. Should he ever leave the extended
family he will be provided with tools, land, and, for the first year,
food by the head of the household.

ALL over the world the extended family appears to be
undergoing displacement in favour of smaller residential kin
units. The same forces are at work among the Nupe; in the
decade preceding 194t many patrilocal - extended families
disappeared as cooperative work groups. Their land was di-
vided among the individual male members to be worked
independently. What forces have been at work ? While a certain
efficiency attaches to relatively targe work units, the efficiency,
among the Nupe at least, never entirely compensated for
ertam |nconven|ences As new values appeared in a com-

in planning and to receive the total
it, bought. They also preferred to
rathér than remain on the farm
ity of the extended family head
eable sons or to meet taxes
of independent enterprises.
goods has reduced the
_é:ere manufactured coop-

tradition of: individuat
upe, a man working
pare time.: Y have contributed to
n—é{

of the. exfs ily system.
nded fafﬁﬁ

egun to dlsappear
s displa

Hcsment

‘%embers with the sat—_ :
daugnters of all. but ‘the -

¥ constituted more than a

30 did-the ‘satisfactions -

‘jobs’ elsewheres At is e

nts. Therefore the real
arge. scale, wealthy strata of
€S made their strongest lmpact

indicates that a rule of reside
families. The residence expect
Tuscarora Indians of New York S

A SKdown has deey
erely t;empgrarly g the communlty
mpreferred rule
L > Matrilo

'EREEKEER

of residence, vet 53 percent of a
last generation remained matrilocal dur
of marriage, 28 percent were patrilocal d
19 percent remained- neolocat from the outse

dence among these people generally gives.- way (e
residence after one or two years.

Patrilocal Extended Family  ~
THE patrilocal extended famity, most common of all extended

residential kin_groups, -may. be described as it .occurs among -

the Nupe 'of Northern Nigeria. “The group occupies a compound
and includes, normally, one or mare brothers, their wives. These
persons cooperate in work, the men laboring under the direction
of the senior male, either a father or father's elder brother. The
leader, who enjoys more leisure than his subordinates,
supervises and plans the order-.of -activities. The men orga-
nized under him build up the rrdges in the field for \olantmg

s . - -
ot wer . AT

ily :

fam|ly does not refer to a resrdentral
r lies in the hands of females. - In a
inmarrying men stand as relative sirangers

descent. But many decisions are made, and economic

~-assistance.is- Furnished;: ‘by. sons and ‘brothers who Have moved ¢

out of the household. Similarly the husbands of the women
continue to. bear responsibilities for their sisters. - Among the .
Navaho- Indians men often leave sheep and other ‘property” at
their maternal household and contribute to the ceremenies car-
ried out there. Strain over such divided I0yalties is not unusual.
The in marrying husband may resent criticism. from the wife's
father. A brother-in-law may feel that the ‘husband shirks
responsibilities. A father may object to the way in which his
children are disciplined by their mother's brother.

1+ whose, solidarity is-largely. determined-by:com-" -,
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. EXTENDED FAMILY TYPES IN RELATION TO RULE OF MARITAL RESIDENCE AS ENLISTED BY HONIGMAN
Rule of Marital Residence and Incidence
Patrilocal Residence. '

Bride regularly leaves her parental home to dive with or
near the groom’s parents; 146 casess.

Associated Form of Extended Family and Iscidence
Patrilocal Extended Family.

The binding link is the father son relationship, the son
remaining at home and the daughter moving out after

marriage; 52 cases.
Matrilocal Residence.

Groom regularly leaves his parentai home to live with or| Matrilocal Extended Famity.
near bride’s parents; 36 cases. The binding link is the mother daughter relationship, the

sy ) daughter remaining at home and the son moving after
k4 Bilocal Residence. marriage; 23 cases. .
= IThe couple may live with or near the parents of either -
g spouse, depending on circumstances or inclination; 19cases.| Bilocal Extended Family. -
., The binding link may be between father and son or mothe N
e \IAvunculocal Residence. and daughter depending on which spouse remains at home;]
The couple regularly lives with ir near.the home of the| 10 cases.
£ groom’s mother’s brother (maternal uncle); 8 cases.
Avunculocal Extended Family. -
= Neolocal Residence. The binding link is between nephew and maternal uncle;

The couple regularly establish their domicile |ndepen

~former will probably inherit wealth or other privileges
of the homes of either set of paretns; 17 cases, ) S
R

2
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expressed by the occupan
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pOSSIble. Only people"-‘ -

ngs.. _Where subh an
family ‘may promote

n extended family is
ifically to a relatively
or more brothers with

zapplied o
consistin

v

begms to cooperate with
manent leave taking of his ¢
marries and réars his own chjl
leave for the home of their
.receives his sister's son. 3
sister to produce a son, the avunch
as matrilocal ér the patnlocal famlhes
- or ' male.births.-
_ THE "avunculocal extended famlly is ilustrate ong
“’the ‘Caroline Islands “of Mieronesta.. Here a- census*sho [
couples . were. living; in .avunculocal | resndence 22 matnlocx‘é%f=k
“patrilocal,” 2 neolocal and *1 unknown. ~ Close cooperation is /7
maintained between a brother and sister after each marries.
_ Both live in proximity to one another, making it easy for abrother = - I
to supply food for the woman and her children: Brother and I )
-sister- do not, however, form a residence group. As a boy g
becomes able to work, his mother's t;rothér' exercises increasing - ,
power over him. Sometime betweén puberty and marriage he i /
may move to his uncle’s house and there brings his bride. B L
EXTENDED families are cooperative groups serving the general
functions of adaptation and adjustment-. Naturally, tensions also )
are g‘e'nerated.in such aggregates: Extended families, however, B PATRILOCAL JOINT FAMILY

¥ed to-see his sons maried:~ - -~
jily not provided for his wife but

Meanwhile he

man Iacks a% The husband of {

> also worked
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--can--not -imagine the. con

. recent phenomenon In the o
--deal -with- the ‘factors that ha

o :Economlc Factors

. the small.Scale cottage industries, require ﬂwouéa
-'fo work 'in facic

. cottage. industries amy

In India, “Nuclear family is the predeminant type found in as

“many as 4122 communities with vertically extended family

type reported frem: 2272 communities, horizentally extended

among 536 communities and mixed extended in 1518 com-

munities.” (POl
1

' FUNCTIONS OF FAMILY

o

THOUGH family is found almost universally, it is really a tough

task to delimit and delineate the functions family can or does
perform. Anthropologists, however, tend to agree that it performs
some essential functions and some non-essential ones. The
faur essential functions are:

(i) Stable gratification of sexual needs
(ii) Child birth :

(i) Socialization

(iv) Economic functions

THESE four functions may be performed beyond the scope of
family too but all of them are almost universally performed in
most human societies (For further details please go through
the discussion under Universality of Family). Non-essential
functions of family-include -formal education, heaith, civic aware.
ness, recreation, religious functions etc.

THE most important role of a family is in
the family wherein a child is born. A lon
(mother to be specific] because of h
inculcates the emotional bond bet i
may have many friends in the n
of his time in family. Emotional
results in the ‘we’ feeling. All }

ugh a child
€ spends much
nuous assomahon

plays a very important’ roi =

Because of the critical fi g ’r -
times also called the &r s

iy patnhn
ihes have®

?natnar_c_hal éocletles got €
chal ones:The.switch-over

change in the structure of the famll\

INDUSTRIAL revolutlon has been a ve Lk
bringing change in famllLstructure Moder

S~2 -OF

S. Because of modern’ industries, the Jgf Ol

choice but to join modern industries as workers. Not' only the
males but females too were employed. This made the women

earning members; of the family. that created a sense -of inde--
tndustriatization breught urbanization

pendence in them.
‘whereby informal controls in-family weré replaced by legal ones.
Several specialized agencies came up to perform functions
which, earlier, were the parerogative of family alone.

Cultural Factors

ACCEPTANCE of democratic mstltu’ﬂons and modern values

n:end-and pecple were ‘left: with no.. .
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has brought significant changes in the structure of the family.
Movement for equality of sexes, right to vote and legal rights to
women have, not only improved the conditicn of women in many
countries but also have resulted in women fighting more and
more for their rights. Spread of education and media network
have brought changes whereby woman is no more subordi-
nate to man but an equal partner in family life. THE modern
family presénts a very differerit ook compared to the traditional
family. Major features of modern family are : equal rights for
men and women, decreased contro! of marriage contract, small
size, economic independence for both sexes, decling in
religious ccontrol and decrease in the non-essential functions.
Modern family has the tendency to be filiocentric whereby the
structure and policy of family are determined by the wishes of
children. Though modern family is a welcome step in the
changing circumstances of the world, it is more vulnerable and
less stable than the joint family. Naw the control of family over

— —its-members- had-diminished resulting in greater fluidity as also

mistrust. Now when many important functions of the family have
been taken over by other institutions, the emotional bond as
also the socialization, have suffered. Percussions of the changes
in the family are seen in increased rate of divorce.

ny studies to support this concept. it ls
n; every somety there is a smgle social

unit which&ienvarah
also be assﬁ“ﬁ"%‘
society. The umvers

famlly is claimed through the
basic functlons ascnbé%

Bcial unit.

amlhal forms are com-

and the educational”.

Let us assume that

iI units .are unlikely to

unctions’ attributed '

ems convincing: -

ersal functions’, the economic

(5
d%mus variation. Yet if families are univer-
ause of their usefulness as spcialization: de-

functlons Still, socialization-: seems 1o be at the root of th
requisite nature of famifies:

BY ASSUMING that kinship-structured units are structural

sample of 250 societies, |
revailing form or as'the

furdock’s “plea -of the ™

gh' human ingenuity: may ‘

s "as A distinet and
and that it umversally-—* Lo
human social life; the-

sal and are indeed ' .
ionally, socialization - -
er. Parsons and Bales

small units -and that

probably secondary to so-

evel. 1t is-'not'sd-.much that -fami-- - -
mic functions vis-a-vis other uni’tS‘_
- clearly the degree to which they do so

indeed, in- every society they have economlc"'?‘

_-requisite of any somety, and assummg they are.so- because—'_.‘_.
socialization requires it, it does not follow either that (1) there is

such a single unit in every society (the farnily) which carries out .

every aspect of socialization function and its associated or
derivative functions; or still less that (ii) in "every society this
units is the nuclear family. Neither Murdock nor Parsons has
said: anything about the righteousness of above two statements.

A
hs




~ REGARDING universality of nuclear family, Murdock argues that

‘2ven where the nuclear family is 'enveloped’ in more extended
domestic units, it is always clearly distinguished as a separate
subunit and he rather implies that it is always the more
fundamental unit vis-a-vis the ‘unjiversal functions—of family’. It
should well be accepted that in most, if not all, societiés persons

......are typically .able.to_distinguish their own parents and siblings

from other kinsmen. it however can not be that extended family
household always ‘consist’ of aggregations of nuclear families
that in such households always children are socializes as
primarily in terms of the nuclear family sub-units. This is
essentially the point made by Linton in his distinction between
conjugal and consanguinal families. In traditional Chinesé
family, for example, the children were typically sccialized in terms
of patrilineal extended family unit and within this unit the nuclear
family was by no means the ‘strongest’ subunit for socializa-

tion purpose.
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" kibbutz -has . voted: to .g_iv
£

THE changes at Dega

- pregressive..income tax *
*support the least welk off

1. g-
““I“A- Kibbutz - is a collective settlement- in ‘whiéh all members

AMONG the Basoga of East Afnca the typical household is
occupied by a nuclear family plus odd individual kinsmen. How-
ever the solidarity of exogamous patrilineages is strong and
nuclear families tend to be split by conflicting loyalties of the
spouses. Divorce is consequently very common and children
are very often socialized. in households where only one of thes:
parents is present. Even where marriage rs not Atel
conflicting loyalties, children are primarily o [
the two parent, rather than tq the nuclea
Hopi would appear to represent an andl )
matrilineal side, while among the famet
family -apparently disappearss;
consanguinal units. -

privatise itself.

of Galilee meets the ri
come after a one-year:tia
received private sala
IN the past the 320 my
paid into a communalz
and an allowance bag
size of their families. |
based on ability not
alowed to keep them. |
such as -electricity and

MARKET R

The vote at Degania Kib
famous collective farm, was Cargl

. . %

268 - | 417000 @
N.umber 9f Number of ©
’l"bb‘;‘z'”‘ in | kibbutzim in -
|'srae Israel‘

_The Hebrew word klbbutz means collectrve or “gather

own a share of the wealth. After living costs are disbursed
and health and welfare provrded .any profrts are remvested
nto the settiement.

residents work in industry and buSiness, often employed
off-site. Hired labourers, frequently Thai workers, carry out

menial tasks. . |
Degania, the first kibbutz founded in 1910, has.become
the latest to start paying salaries and charging for services.

- . LT,

AL

P
S

Where once they were largely agrlcultural mcreasmgly their
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ALTHOUGH some have objected tc the changes, the vote was
carried by 85% and represents a trend throughout Israel’s
kibbutz movement. Around two-thirds of the country’s 230 or so
kibbutzim have adopted similar privatisation plans in recent
years, an attempt to hold ‘on to their community lifestyle in the
face of the influence of the outside world.

FOR the second question regarding the universality of a_single,
small, kinship structured unit to carry out the functlon of social-
lzatron Chinese extended famllugm__L_M%mimtraw

ase where"young children ~young children tend to be _be socialized exclusively by
mothers and_grand-mothers. Later the sexes divide, boys
associating primarily_with adulf_males_and girls with adult fe-
males. Thus, af various times and with regard to two sexes,
different umtff@_ggi,as_pnm__y_ior socialization. Among
matrilineal AShanti of Ghana, the child is primarily oriented™
during oné phase of socialization {0 a consanguinal unit cen-
tering upon its mother and her brother, while during another
phase, it is as‘s?ﬁa@?:)nmanly with a conjugal unit based

upon father and mother. -~

FROM the foregoing discussion, it becomes clear that lhe term
‘family’ with its traditional connotations, has failed to explain
the validity_of functions ascribed to_it. It is therefore suggested
that.all, kinship-structured units responsible should be brought ~
@ call it a_universal unit of all human

—————

ed family of close kin sprang over
he,members of a joint family, in

%g ther under the same roof or
'ngignes share h oML
The joint. trilineal india generally

wife, their married sons’

of joint famlly Ancrent
dest male member was

omic ventures of]oint famlly
embers submit their income
he head of the family. Each
e family resources. Besides,
d by -all members collectively ac-
acity. The joint family 'system-is more
Sts compared to industrial setting be-
itage provided by the Jomt family as a
agncultural pursurts 3 .

H pat |nea| jornt famrly is fourrd in almost whole of )

India; “mistrilineal: joint family- $ystem:is Triore popular in'parts'of - -

Assam and Malabar hills.

--.;;Ments of Joint Family System

- (i) Protection from Fragmentation of Land : BECAUSE a joint
" family comprises of more than one nuclear family and because

the members retain the joint hold on property, the land is spared
from frequent fragmentations. Large land-holdings can thus
ensure better rewards for the family.

(ii) Economy of Expenditure : AS VARIOUS household items
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KINSHIP

/" IT1S now a well known fact that the Man, the Homo has evolved

from.the . now .extingt higher primates. Equally established is
the fact that this evolution was made possible to an extent due
to man's capacity to live in groups:. For the longer period of
human evolution, mankind lived in groups. Kinship refers to
the groups of people related by blood. A person's health and
Securfy, his very life and his chances of immortality are in the
hands of his kin. Till today, kinship plays a crucial role in all
aspects of the life of the members in a group. The statement is

mgre true for the groups still iiving in pre-industrial and pre-
Ilter/ati;cmdrtlons

~ IT 1S thus not surprising that the study of kinship has remained
the focal concern in the subject-matter of anthropology. The
study of kinship as an aspect of social structure began with the
Jawyers and students .of jurisprudence. The subject has now
been developing for more than a hundred years. It all started
with the publication of Sir Henry Maine’s ‘Ancient Law in 1861

particularly the patriarchal joint fai
Later in 1865, McLennan's 'Primitive Marria' e
of kinship through the female line. Morg
evolutionary scheme for the origin an
and family. . 4
GRADUALLY the social scientistgs
various evolutionary theories. A
teenth century, the wisdom of
~Morgan studies.the lroquol
collecting 'kinship termmo
of Consanguinity and Affifity.e
"By and large, framed h|§\‘ﬁ”‘
- shared the- errors of othég e,gluil nists. -

6]
a%% did much

tapl the klns%%@gy

method E! n%m

rov%g\ %

state by involving. compa
his study of.the-Nuer I
Fortes, throu;

zation.
Tatlensi of Ghana' ¥
MMurdocks ‘Social Struc

tires. of Kinship® are
" Kinship as we understa
—of thesse:and. many, oth
BY NOWV the ‘Central role
no further reiteration. Inst
of the major- categories __of,.-‘i
marriage and the formation o
__institutions that vary tremendousi§
wa—g*r'éa*l-deal of literature Tn amhropol
on marriage rules: on who can and
on the reasons why. Anthropologlstsi_ g
the processes by which marriages are termlnated |
ing the obvious-by death,’ separatlon Or dworce

--work. ‘Part. of the: problém .of 'studying households s fhat’ theﬁé‘
are never neat. So much of what happens within them pilis

. over_into economic, psychological, and other fields. Also,

domestic’ .groups are, particylarly- fluid;: constantly acguiring new .

members by birth and by marriage ‘and losing others as they
grow up and move off, grow old and.die. -

JHHE study of descent systems, of how people reckon their
refationship, both consanguineously (by "blood”) and affinally
(by marriage), and of the ways each.'system structures the

assrgnment of rights to property-and-te the assumpfion of eco-
nomic, “social, poliical, and refigioy S positions, s a complex

e

.. marriage

field, methcdologically so far ahead of others that the abstract
analytic elegance with which some anthropologists render their
findings occasionaily makes it ‘difficult to remember that their
subject is people. How pgople behave in some of the most
important relationships in_their lives, usually following their
culture's rules, but often bending them and sometimes neces-
sarily breaking them, reflects an_adaptive flexibility seemingly
belied by the rigid precision of some scholars’ kinship charts.
THE institution through which family groups are formed and
extended, marriage is almost universal. Yet a cross-culturally
accurate way of defining what Tarfiage entails, identification of
its universal attributes, has proved eLJ,sL/e This is because the |
components of marriage -the culturally prescribed social, eco-
nomic, emotional, and -sexual role responsibilities of marriage
partners- are greatly varied. In fact, they seem to be growing
ever more so, through the advent of "gpen marr iage” and the

increasing establishment of alliances baséd on friendship, trust, T
and..an announced wﬂhngness to share, to reT_ate sexually, and

basic facts of life, man
___________ is young ones at birth
other-child ‘bond. This
great apes but apes
em; man by virtue of
ped -a social system
hships_(kinship struc-
at although the basic

cial structure varies
edit for_this_variation
om among different
at path man chooses

es whereas the fact is lhat

o can be called the relatlonshlp
5 of marriage and p_oc/reatron
defined. kinship in. various ways.
and its related notions afe ‘at ‘the
erior_to biological retations to which we
and for. Bealtre ‘Kinship 187
elationships; it 1" set of sbcial rélationships!:

cultural {recognition) ysical relations. Then, kinship and
e seen as. a set of MMsages
which are based upon the recognmon of certain biological rela-
tionships for social purposes. “Here the.. word ‘recognition’ is
very important because as long as a blOlOglCﬁ_tEl‘SnOt
recognised, it will not come under the study of kinship and vice }
versa. There are societies-which-do not recognise father as a

blood relative. We therefore use the terms pater (sccial father)

and genitor (genetic father) to denote father.
= T

ifferences in all cultures e

ta set of__‘__. '

$HIP thusean not: be kept totally: in the category of. erther.-"___ 2
“biological or social and culfural system.. Kinship is truly socio-
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. .
It should however be noted that in matrilocal sccieties, it is not

the mother who, in fact, enjoys authority but in most cases, it is
the mother's.brother to do so. According to POI Project of AS|

@

% i
/(ON THE basis of above discussion, we can say that kins are
the persons related by real, putative or fictive consanguinity. in
order for a perscn to D€ a kin he may or may not be a real
consanguine but what is must is that he mwggrzed

as a consangume A censanguine is a person related by blood,
relatrve ve. Consanguines are different from affines, i'e. persons
related by marital ties. Again, who will be consanguine or an
affine differs from one society to another; e.g.*some ‘societies
do not recognize the role of father'in child birth. In these scciet-
ies, father is seen as merely the Busband. “Thus in these soci-
eties, father will be treated as anraffine and not a consanguine.
KINS are classified intoprimary (those related to the ego directly)
and secondary (Primary kin of ego’s primary kin). EFertrary kins
re the primary kins of ego’s secondary kins or secondary kin

The dominant rule of reside.nce is patrilocal (4517 communi-
ties), with only 42 communities following matrilocal residence
ift

followed by that of bilocal residence (19 communities)

ANTHROPOLOGISTS have tried to find reason for these
differences in rules of residence. It is generally seen that the
residence tends to be patrilocal if males contribute significantly

to the economy of the family and matrilocal if females’ contribu-

tion to the economy is greater. Again, external warfare promotes

matrilocal residence. On the other hand, a society in which

internal funds exists, the residence is almost always patrilocal
Neolocal residence is somewhat related.to money economy or

commercial economy. Since money is nonh-perishable and can

be stored for exchange at a later time, a money earning family
can restore to its own savings during periods of hardship. This
reduces the dependence on kin and hence neolocal residence

idence can be best understood in

o

is preferred. Avenculocal resi
its relationship with matrilocal residence and matrilinea! de-
scent.. Generally. the sociefies with-matrilineal descent follow
have studied family and_the rules of resrdence
e, structure of the family. Most societies make use

The rules that allocate a person to a
he rules of deseent. The following
toups, their types, functions and
descent in different societies.
esponsible for residence as )

sensitive to other
rimarily the influence. of

avenculocal residence.

: S‘@EE@R we

=R

Bk & roups other than families. Such non-familial
es and are therefore called consangume

ef primary kins. The commohest use of kinship ties is in
recruitment. Members to the social group are recruited on the
basis of blood ties or affinal ties. The membership_of kin-groups
highl
~Changes- in

0 kinds of kinship groups can broadly be recognized;
be kin groups with a nucleus of blood relatives sur-

1p
details concern #

causes of varlatron
sidence:-
erty, government, and

atlonshlps of related
difications .in residence,
ependent on the ex-

rilocal residence in-a

all
l?‘x‘%ge in culture orthe

fo 241
MSJB :
lisFKinship

TW
10 fri
where, around the- nucleus of affines, there is a fringe of

can be obtained through kinship links.
unded by a fringe of spouses; andgesidential groups with
THE family in which one is born is call

__..--—“—"

both consanguines and affines. Family is a sesidential kin-group

relatives.

rmal importance of

technology, g_,iving the

ger than women's. The
xerts pressure in the,

conjugal tie (between husb
may. or.. may..not. attach. l}g
when the conjugal ties g

band, wife ‘and childre

con]ugal family. A conju

of either of the sp
consangurnes and affi
it comes%’

an institution.
the type of family depen:
“The composition of
residence. .
S RULE
RULES of residence refe
{By_newly _maitied. couple
‘where ‘newly- married :coup
has ‘given the most satis
dence which is as follows<E

atrilocal resrdence Large amounts

ate wealth, such as can be accumu-
£l y__men warfare, slavery, and complex
vernment .l operate in. favour of men, and

urn, with’ patrilocal extended-families; -, -~ ;
"When ‘women make a Iarge

substance contnbutron—for example, in agricuiture—resi-
It is also found where women

E
CE
>

mbilocal: newly
shand’s or. with

- household- with the parents
_Matrilocal : the opposite of p:
come to stay with. the -wife’s/bri
married couple are free to stay
wife’s relations. =~
the couple estabhsh a sepa
of the bride’s or groom’s relations.
.after staying.with wife's. pare
the couple. move ‘to the fiusband's parents house an :
~SvMatrilocal Residence :
dence is .often matrilocal. -
own certain types of wealth or other rights that enhance
their importance. Other variables congenial to matrilocal
residence include little warfare and a relatively simple
This form of residence is

It largely deter-
political system without kinds or powerful chiefs

eolocal :

3- Matri-Patrilocal Residence :
conditioned by the same factors that favour patrilocal

residence when, in addition, elements &xist in the culture
which contlnue to press toward matrilocality. For example,

;/Matrr -patrilocal -,
It also has important consequences for
in ;patrilocal societies the

\}venculocat Ahe couple stay with-wifé’s mother's: brother.-
THESE rules of residence have profound effect upon many

aspects. of- social organization and social life.

mines” the . people individuals interact with or-the people they

have to depend on.
the status of various kins, e.g
husband is bound to have a higher status while a wife will
have the feeling of an outsider. Further; the father-son bond wili
be more strong and socially more important. In matriiocal soci-
eties however, the case will be different. Here the authority lies
k'or some other male relatives.

.

in the-hands of mother's brother
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" that remain to'be examined. Primarily

_persons.

the custom of bridé-service may obtain. That is, the
husband is expected to spend a period of time after, or
shortly before, marriage working for his wife’s family.
Should this custom be present together with matrilocal
residence at a time when conditions are created which
enhance the normal importance of men, a compromise
between the matrilocal and patrilocai forms may be de-

vised-namely, matri-patrilocal résidence. Matripatrilocal

residence is also favored in cases where bridewealth-

goods given to a bride’s parents in recognition of marriage-

is paid in installments. Matsilocal residence may then
endure untit the full wealth has been turned over.

4. Bilocal Residence : Encouraging bilocal residence is the

~  migratory life_of food gatherers living in unstable bands.

& nstability and migratoriness means that sometimes

a nuclear family pitches camp near the husband’s parents

and sometimes near the wife’s. The family may even

shift from one band to another—if-the—speuses' parents —g¢

belong to different units. The approximate egualization of
men and women in things like ownership of wealth or
rights to inheritance also favors residence with either of
“the spouse possessing the greater wealth. Bilocal resi-

- dence is compatible with customs like ermogemture o

ultimogenture that favour certain children regardré‘""s 0
~“sex. If wealth is inherited by the first- bomn:t
male or female or if higher rank |s,a

remaining at home upon mg
bilocal residence dependSaxe,

lives” This is seen In.ax
'ré&yr if there . ar = ‘”"%

nor.room. for. a.so

- faw may be welc
ane or two. daug

the future head o

5.. Avunculocal Re
-ygeneraHly repr
matrilocality. Th
includel the iden

- except thlat_;thé
matrilocal . rule $5m
Avunculocal resid
mise between m
advantage-which

‘ resrdence
""equivalent. although- diffg

RESIDENCE that. endures creat
to give rise to certaln _consanguine:

in one. locality a specific aggregation of
These_people may be men and

' ’membershlp. |n' these groups WIII be mherned through the father

or mother. .

PATRILOCAL residence; whereby the bnde lgaves her home fo-
join another residential kin group, is génerally accompanied by
some form of consideration. This takes the formr of wealth
("bridewealth”) offered to the woman’s .parents. Cattle provide
a common type of bride wealth, aithough in many places money
has come to play an increasing part in*such exchanges. In lieu
of consideration a sister or othef:female relative is sometimes

A
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cffered in exchange for the bride, or the husband may spend
some period working for the bride’s family. Rarely, if ever, does
the payments of brideweslth signify that peopie secure a bride
as they would a chattel.

RULES OF DESCENT

KINSHIP is important in most societies but one is not always

“and for all maftérs associated with all of Ais relations. All soci-

eties havé norms that direct the transfer and acceptance of

rights_and obligations through generations. These norms affili-
ating individuals with a definite set™of kKin are called the rules of

e — -
descent. Almost all known societies of the world exhibit one or

tore of the following kinds of descant based on the rules of

descent €ach society has 1éco nized.
_ {iYnilineal Descent : UNILINEAL descent is the most common

rule of descent whereby individuals are affiliated through one-
line of parentage, either through father's (patrilineal descent)
rough mother's (matrilineal descent). It mnot
recognised but that inheritance of name and p property pass
through the male liié. Often close matrilineal kin are entrustéd
with lmportant responsibilities during the rites-dé-passage.
ilineal descent groups are' discrete units Where each indi-
;  to only one_line whereby conflicts ds also th
imized. Unilineal descent is much modre
ype of descent because of the obvious
) .,'t = -

it is called a patrilineage. A
ounder of the Tineade), his
<Gns. and. daughters and so

included in_a_patrilineage,
obligations through the

jes are. patriarchal:and ..
sXogamolis - Whereby -the .

ages and womarn - are

waken seriously as it

o two of more units:- -’

JeE 0
Hingal desc ent ‘Kapauku
hiaties, clans and hneage

Um (Patri} lmeal Descent

K O

~~Matrilineal Descent

TRACING of ancestry through female line is called matrilineat
descent. Unlike the patrlllne rrg__ts and obligations in

dan are .
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eage. Matrilineages are generally matriarchal and matrilocal cor
-avenculocal. —
jUTHORITY relations are real problem_ within matn ine ages
~"pecause here the crucial relatidnships are between Mother-
son. Brother-Sister ar@{e‘r’é‘mherebv
sons and uncles ‘uncles both want to enjoy supreme authority resulting
- in conflict. . There IW of father or husband
and these roles may be taken casually. The ideal examples of

. {L/O .

O
\f'/ . gy
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BILATERAL descent rules are the rules of descent that afﬁliate ,‘{.
one with kinsmen almost equally on both sides of ts. [~
This anthropologists call as kindred and dﬁgﬂﬂ@ Y
individual except for brothers—and _sisters is 1S only a
temporary arrangement of affiliation of individuals with different

kin and has no real meaning in tracing descent. et
Ambilineal and Parallel Descent g A=

different kinds of matrilinéages are thel\lj_)@,r_s__bl@vaho and s DESCRIBED by Davenport, dmbilineal descent occurs where

thegggﬂfﬂds& b
/ THOUGH unilineal descent groups (of any: kind) are found in

all kinds of societies, they are typical characteristic of non-com-
mercial foed producing societies where they perform certain
economic, political and ritual functions and these also regulate
marfizges. " Property is inherited equally among sons in as
many as 3680 communities. However, there are 570 commu-
_nities which allow an equal share in property for both son and
daughter. In 25 communities only daughfers inherit property
I equally and in 13 communities the property goes to the youngest
- daughter. Three hundred and fifty one communities allow a
Tesser share to a daughter than a son, especially in Muslim
] communities. Cases of the eldest son alone inheriting the
vy property occur in 129; while cases of only The younge t
inheriting exist in 55 communities. Here too we find,
foltowing more than one practice, usuallx_hengg

45 cormmunities in which a nep -
goes_to an adopted son in 117 Ii)*"the youngest

hters have also

lndla h a passage §
{Rabha, 4 alunﬁﬁgﬁﬁget :

strongest -citadels of" ma
it has adjusted to Islaf
survives in the islands
has been- reported frg
half are the tribals. }
repofled form 25 conj

IN DOUBLE desgent, t
. and matrilinel with Spet
S them Ashantl of West.
© - -Society Where property- aF
female line but 'spirits’_thrai
ters are married out and r
Herero, a southern Bantu so
inherited through femaleine
edge is the parerogatlve of male

A\-— O A=O

"'" e . . P o
L e . Ll e

”the descent is traced either through a male or a female non-
lineally. Sccieties with ambilineal or parallel descent are rare
compared to the unilineal descent.(Samoan of South Pacific \
are an example of ambilineal descent. Therefore, the individual
may affiliate himself through the father_or the mother and_ a
person in this practice, may get affiliated to a number of  _
ambilineal groups™In rea j&var, he Shall trace his de-

~scent through the group whose land he is tilling or living on.
Obviously, the society is not divided into discrete descent groups
and territorial demarcation of each de cent group is rather
impossible.
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the descent through -
ine and females
Marta mountains . -
elong fo the descent
nother. Each descent
ther transfers hls
dghters.

bilineal descent groups are far less
nilineal societies.. However, ambjlinea
Zemble unitingal ongsin many ways. For 'instancé
. the- members of an ambilineal -descent: group believe that they.
are_descended from 'a common ancestor,” though' frequently
they cannot specify all of the geneolo_glg_alplmks The descent
group is commonly hamed and may have an identifying emblem
or even totem; and other productive resources may be owned
by the descent group; and myths and re|_g|ous practices, are
often associated with the group. Marriage. is oﬂenm
_\%@mst as in unilineal systems, though

ngroup exogamy is not nearly so_common in ambilineal as in
unilineal system. Moreover ambilineal Societies resemble
unitineal ones in having various levels or types of de\cent
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-.and- descent. links -are - trag

issues, there is a wide?

" property by leaving jt-to
-first-boriy »son, it -system

. sons; to Islamic systems i
- half-shares in their fathers.p

-of. property -because, unlike .proped
viragmented. o o e
‘CONCERNING theseissués of inhetita
“there is"a very large differenice between thaw ok
~ ules described above and matrilineal rulés andi}
- - child d6es ‘not;belong 1o its father's descent group 1n
% his prop

. systems.  Therefore it has no claims T his property. . Ifstea
“the claim to lineage property’ 'g:’dés"'th'rmh—‘[ﬁ'e'"rriﬁoth'erf,”t&

L
-9

¢ <
. _groeups. They may have lineages and higher order of a descent

groups, distinguished (as in unilineal systems) by whether or
not all the geneciogical links to the supposed common ancestor
are specified. Cox - -

SO, unilineal descent groups are transformed to, ambilineal
ones under special conditions—particularly in the presence of
depopulation. Depopulation may transform a previously unilocal
society into a bilocal society. If that previously unilocal society
also had unilineal descent groups, the descent groups may
become transformed into ambilineal groups. If a society used
to. be patrilocal and patrilineal, for example; but some couples
begin to live matrilocally, then their children may be associated
with a previously patrilineal descent group (on whose land they
may be living) through their mother. Once this happens regu-
larly, the unilineal principle may become transformed into an
ambilineal principle.

Cognatic Descent
IN COGNATIC descent, the individual traces descent through

B
—

’ all his ancestors, i.e. all the lineal relations including two

parents, four_grand-parents, eight great-grand-parents and so

“Bn. There is no discrimination off either side while tracing the

descent. Many modern-societies are -a good example of this
kind of descent though generally upto two or three generatic
only. F

Descent systems and comp|
filiation

membership in a descent
instance, and thereafter t
through men, the rule of des
the other hand, group- meg

et relatioﬁshj‘g'
Agnatic’ or patilineat

refatively - rare - seci€f
simultaneously to bothf:
societies, found in parts;
on spme Pacific island
systems.

IN ADDITION to defi
ascribed to k"kn-‘ gr’_qug
rules by which' thesg tw
and people succeed

systems. The rules. of:

the last-born, in ‘ultimogeR

to office are often simpler than’

male kin. As in patrilineal scciehies, there is a wide range of
rules of inheritance- and succession. In the most common
matiilineal rule, 'a man inhéfts property from and succeeds to
political office through his maternal-uncie; his mother's brother.
However, inheritance rules can also link brothers, and men
and their mother's mother's brother. Where women have rights
to property (their rights to politicat office.are much rarer), these
rights are normally shared with alt of their full siblings (of the"
same parents), or at least with all-

SR
o e

father in the firstessas.such, Malinowski
o

-trace.

f their uterine siblings, with

Vaid's/2012-13/ANE—18

whom they sharer a common mother while having different
fathers.

SO FAR we have examined the ways in which descent rules
ascribe relationships in .society. However, there is also a
relationship between a_child and the parent from whom he or
she does not trace descent, known asﬁwmﬂgﬁm’.
In societies based on cognatic or bilatsfal_descent, where all
Kin relationships_count equally and lineages are rare, the
concept of complementary filiation is irrelevant. 1n lineage-based
societies, however, complementary filiation _praoyvides an
important residual security or _insurance against the breakdown
(for whatever reason) of descent relationships.

IN PATRILINEAL socielies, for example, when bridewealth was
not fully paid and rights in a woman's children were not
transferred to her husband's lineage, their relationship to their
“mother provided the children with usufructuary access to the
resources of her linage, though they generally could not inherit

such property. If a person was banished from his or-hertineage— — -

as a result of witchcraft, matrilaiéral kin offered a refuge. When
a polygamist's property was divided. after his death, the
matricentral ‘houses’ (based on different mothers) divided his
property. The Swazi still say ‘a ruler is ruler by his mother’.
Although property and power were held_by_and. transmitted
IongE the rank of his mot ithin a polygamous
ined finally who among the = many potentiat
Einherit.
€al systems, the father represented an
g, and property for his sons, as we
Ghanaian and Tolai cocoa farmers.

Indeed, long before

lict in matril

M inheriting his property.

is. son of.a kula
eremonial exchange
s life when he was
ve avunculocally with .
“heir and ‘successor,
aterial, ideological and
tanding  their member-

are the function of its
inilineal_descent group. [‘1
trage ‘descent:-from a-:" jf
IKs: ose: descended::

€alled. patri-lineages or.
ages are oft@n designated- by
stor or ancestoress. In some
rarchy of lineages i.e. they first
ninor ineage. then to a major lineage |
e maximal lineage and so-on.

SONSANGUINEAL KIN GROUPS

-of:descent are unilinear .or bilateral. Unilinear: . -

societies, peop il

SEEgEscant rules. help to produce unjlinear kin:_groups fke the'
U Iin_é‘gge;f-'-sib,--_-moiéty;:farid-ifphra,trys3-?Bilé1_erhl"{'de$c,éntnunderli_ne’_s—'». R

only one con-sanguineal group, the kindred. Each of these
. groups will be described briefly: = .

Lineage o ,
THE lineage represents & .consanguineal kin group that
includes only those persons who can trace their common rela- -
tionship through a specific series of geneological links to a
known ancestor. They trace their descent accerding to _what-
ever primary rule_of descent operafés T The community. A
patritineage includes the relatives who trace descent

N
¢ mﬁ\’\ e { U’p% \Aﬁ )
W > 1

“thé Kula; ihis conflick ... -

cognates YCognates can —
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known ancestor of a lineage, the sib often postulates an an-
cestor, perhaps a species of animal or plant. LiVing Tepresen=——

petriineally, whereas members of the matrilineage are affiliated
. _ tholgh matrilineat descent. Usually the smallest corporate seg-

Pz ment of a lineage consists of unilinearly related persons of the tative ot the species may be treated with special respect, bein

= same Sex forming the core of.an extended family. However, the  “avoided~as food and Tiguring prominently in_rifuals. Totemism,
= lineage also includes married siblings of opposite sex who as this complex of customs is_called, helps to give identity fo a
i)

reside elseYvhere. ) "Sib. Normally Sibs include several lineages but such ségments
AMONG the, Kurds of Southwest Asia, the maximal lineage, or ... 'Way nof Ge. structured as.clear-Cut.groups,

@ Y ‘ﬁ;fgoes back 9 or 12 generation. It is divided into a number of % RITTNEAL sibs were numerous among the Indians of the

Mmaller lineage segments. The maximal lineage owns  Greek ConfedStation—im The southeastern United  States.
agricultural land and grazing territory:“This grouping is orga~  Toterilche groups bore names like these - Alligator, Arrow,

nized in total when external attack threated any segment. Bear, Beaver, Bird, Bison, Cang, Corn, Deer, and about 30 more,

. TRUK, 2 Micronesian. atel, offers a good fllustration of how  including Red Paint, Spanish Moss, and Wind. All the Creek

e + matrilineages are organized and operate. The lineage includes sibs were divided into two divisions, called whites and People
those people who can trace descent matrilineally from a of Different Speech (the faffer symbolized the Tolor red).

e rememnberegl ancestor together with a few adopted members.

ON THE MicrGhesian island of Yap an exogamous matrisib is

Genealogies which contain the names of known ancestor in organized by & belief in a common placg of origin and through )

the lineage descant line form an imporiant kind of knowledge a sacred place_wheré riuals be _executed. Such sibs are

which is best developed in old peeple butis taught to the young.  scattered over the island. They operate by regulating marriage
o, A lineage averages 30 or 40.members. These people form a  through the rule of“exogamy, providing sancfuary to members
e corporate group which owns .its own territory in the form of in time of war *and hospitality_in time of peace, and, finally, i

named tracts. A lineage also corporately owns an earth oven
and a common men’s.house whére unmarried boys above the
age of puberty formerly slept. Formerly asequestation hut int
-which women retired during menstruation or childpi} ;g;

constituting a widespread group of last resort, one in which
wealth can & borrowed of various Kinds of Tavours secured.
a.é%gividual's sib membership is freated as a secret matter, a
ojeciitlisoussed only between mother and child and not to
} o stranger. The function of secrecy probably
portance of gib membership. in general. It

- \/a hamlet (at one time even in a commo
%3 into apartments). Since the. Japane

:::;‘4 within a village. The hamlet formg)
ward today consists of, a corp WHEN two or mor unilinear bond .of kinship, they

nstitute a consang

the most senior male. He ;

22 with their unmarried sons. T
n calls meetings of the lineg

and then an elder siste

=3

§1 S5, UL are usually weaker
= _séﬁd rityexisting in a §

3 trs and mother into ap fmer groups alsc are .«
! woman ‘directs joint. g = I ‘ BN

‘,a.;e Kaska Indians of
gieties, Wolf and Crow,
e=members in each ase

A nd

futed, individuals are ,_“:[re%ﬁ_.gn% (s it
‘order. Responsibility

youngest adult is at t
the group. Lineages a
rests on lineage ank
into small districts. In
several lineages, som
ing on age. The highe

to the other division.
.into. the .Kaska. tribe.
ity one. side.. or the other:
cided. whether: they: Wi
distinguished from the
2 village is divided *in half ‘
logical descent.” Such dual -
called, are less likely than
Political Moieties” are .also in. .

. the largest Tandhol
. "himself-a lineage hes
sets the dates of ceremon
The. district is. endogamou
-~ through- kinship.~Such-bilater
compared to the strength_of thei
WNEAGES may be weak’ or st
~ corporate: gmupv'wit__h"fﬁét;qgnized;a%
of which carry out many activities in com

ivisions, as these
true moieties to b

“ " __ important of such activities, at least fr th 5 with consanguineal kin groups follow a o
| s 0 strengthéning the solidarity. of the corporate bod scent. In modern America, for example, . .. . -
P A nt affiliates a newbdrn child with both the mother's’

ceremonies. .
Sy e

IN THE sib is found a group of consanguineal kinsmen who

ind. father's sides. of the family. When some 6f these: relatives.. 0
interact as a group f(Le_@mple, exchanging invitations to family

affirm a bond of kinship whichis traced in_either the paternal or
maternal line. But all these people canpat trace actual
geneological connection with ong _ancther. It is as though all
persons calling themselves Smith_affirmed their common de-
scent. Some could demonstrate” geneological links to one
another but most could not. In a patrisih membership is traced
through males (i.e., is inherited from the Tather), while a matrisib
includes only people related through females. In place of the

reunions and weddings or visiting each other, a kindred is

- operating:. ... - .

STUDY -of 200 young, tpper-midgle-class Vassar College
students from the northeast United gtates reveals that the kin-
dred in this part of the country includes not more than 25
persons, at least that is the number of living relatives whom
they could readily identify. Kindreds rarely are reported frrthe
ethnographic literature, largely because their theoretical signifi-
cance as a bilateral kin group has not been appreciated until
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recently. Anthropological thinking has. been dominated by
unilinear kin groups.

KINDERDS especially are frequent with bilocal residence and
occur when husband and wife reside neok)cmur’y_Marriage.

._One kindred always overlaps another. For example,.a nuclear
family may custornarily invite the mother's sister an ‘her hus-
band. to Christmas dinner. But very probably the mother’s
sister's husband also is somebody’s brother. In that status he
is in another kindred and Teceives similar invitations. Kindreds
do not form distinct groups in .a community like lineage or sibs.
Nor are they continuous in_time: They cannot very well be
corporateh_ownmg’_ﬁr%m possessing a well-defined” sys-
tem of administration. The kindred usually Tacks @ name. The
|nd1v1dua| ‘who belongs tmm\?eTmaternal and

each_s&LWhen retatlves from bofﬁ branches of the family quar-
rel, a person E\prisied o ahgn himself with ore side or the
ofher. Such antagonismis Wweaken a_ kindred. In_community with
unilinear kin groups the mdlwdual “knows with greater certainty
where e stands. In case of a dispute between two “members
of his own kin group, he is expected to remain neutral... If neither

is @ member, the affair is none of his business. If one is mem- .

ber but the other is not, he is expected to support his submaLe
regardless of the rights in the matter. In short, mosk
situations are simply and automatically resolveds

THE CLAN.
THE CLAN by definition myst meet ‘%‘
(1) it is characterized by/_e;,u
forms the binding force. ofsy
distinguish clans From

@) The" ctaL characte
. residence agreeing
7 object, how. can-a
tial unity? Do not sg
The existence of
" members certain
- doses .not the .clal
“and sib? The reas
(3) Srbllngs who le5l

ary other type bem
ties. There are 11
avuncuctans

L nCla
jon of a unilocal § ‘uncte’.

o
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 Arunachal Pradesh reports the high'es’( incidence ofemoiety

followed by Nagaland. Band organization is reported from six-
teen hunting and fcod gathering communities.

KIN TERMS

THE mcment a person is born, he automatically gets invoilved
with a kinship systém. "He has to deal with all the relatives in
one or the other sphere of life. Thus all people everywhere
classify kinsmen into various categories and give these cat-
egories names which are called ‘Kin Terms'. Thus kinship
terms_are the terms used fo designate Kin of various types.
These terms are so much @ part of our everyday culture that
they seem natural {0 Us. But when it comes to translating,
kinship terms are among the most difficult to translate. It is so
because these verbal elements characterize the reciprocal
behaviour between kinsmen. Each such term carnes willy itself,
the connotations of the roles associated and many cultural atti-
tudes. MORGAN was the first to make a scientific study of kinship
terms. He was the first one to see that terminology was a
method of classification and by studying terms we can find out
how various people classify kin. Morgan divided the system of
klnshrp terms into two broad categories of classificatory sys-
tem and descriptive system The division is widely’ accepted tilr

system on the other hand, there is
whereby each such term describes

E%gs in bilatoral system
SE But this is not the

ften there is seen a
letms but it is not ad- -

E%;;ﬁ;nbutlons

F1HE world tend to foltow

the same is true for

led. through the. classifi-

at ers brother or
In simpl

n kinship terminology,

. rule- of ‘residence. This 1l gsse
ber of unilinealy ‘related adults- of
children. When an explicit rule of' desger
localized aggregate -including- spouses-

_ group- for éxample, executing coranion’ rituals DR
single teader- then a clan is formed: E)?t'éﬁﬂ&ﬂ‘a e

--through .unifocat. (but :not. bilocal -residence. and exogamous

“demes already possess the” requisits” pattéins’ qf..orgamsatron +
They need only the appropriate descent rule in order to be-

-.come matriclans of patriclanS. When the rule of descent later

is extended to include sVen out m\a_r{ry_rgg,srblmgs the ¢lan be-
commes a lineage cr sib. According e Peoples of India Project
\/Pﬁratry is found among etﬁggjilc/ommunmes belonging to

mostly the ST, including the Gond_tiihe-of central india. The
second largest area of concentration .of phratry is in the north-
east, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur-and Meghataya. Moiety is
found in about 64 communities,. most of which are tribes..

cality a num-3>. be more towagd }
> 5 in one line may be called by ‘the ™
e parents (Thls rs a very generat

|
|
|
I

- {erms ‘reflect geneologlcat relations " but: they are;. as,» e
B dvocated -by Schneider,. more of a system of symbols His
“argument ‘and examplés beyond the kin' (e.g. ‘sister for the - :
hospital nurse or uncle for a friend’s father) have compelled
the néed for the reappralsat of pre- exnstmg theories on kmshrp
terminology.

Significance of Kin Terms =

KIN terms designate statuses in a social structure. A status, it
will recalled, is bound up with rights and duties which show up
in role piaying. It follows that different behaviour is expected of
people who occupy different kinship positions and is also due

P
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_likely to be known far more lntlmately owing to common resi--

---individual -calls- anether-
_.only symbolizing a status&,

- the relationship of so

_ ations-"of a personal ‘na

‘ kinship positions are recog

_sanctioning element -i<EaF
“tend not to employ Kinz
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to occupants of different kinship statuses. Generally speaking,
“Persons to whom ego behaves in the same manner he will
call by the same term;... persons to whom ego behaves in 2
different manner he will call by different terms”.

THIS broad-generalization must be modified. Differences in
behaviour between kinsmen covered by the sarfie kin term
follow when the degree of intimacy between them also differs.
On Yap a father's sister is referred to as a “mother”. But she is
treated with special respect, different from the respect accorded
to the emotionally closer, biological mother. The |atter woman
alone is addressed by the term “mother!, the father's sister
being called by a distinct kinship term. Among the Kaska
Indians, where the mother's sister is also classified with the
mother, everybody can distinguish his biclogical mother and
behaves toward her in a speecial manner that is derived from
the intimacy bound up with her since infancy. A Kaska Indian
also calls his parallel cousins “brother” or “sister”. But he cleariy
is aware of a distinction between biological and classificatory
siblings and behaves to parallel cousins with somewhat at-

tenuated warmth, especially if the classificatory sibling is the.

child of a father's brother. Children of a mothers sister are

dence.
TERMINOLOGICAL distinction may exxst in the abs
manifest role differences- for example, ln a_corfii
has abandoned asymmetrical cross-cou
cross-cousins no longer represent
marriage partners. To this extent thg
lar. Yet the custom of distinguishj
terms may be retained.
IT HAS been suggested that l&%
impose on a relationship -
which helps too maintain
tural definition of the re

a specific relationship g
sonal names are empl@!

noted in the usa of in
of “father”. When, as ohb

ohal ‘oehaviour ‘of: Yap: k

< peva
ety
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awareness of certain expectations, rights, and duties continues

to be attached to those statuses. =

KINSHIP BEHAVIOUR

KINSHIP usage or kinship behaviour refers to definite and
comparatively permanent patterns of behaviour between differ-
ent members of a society. The typical but common kinship
usages are being discussed here.

(i) Avoidance : ALL societies observe avoidance in one form or
the other between the relations brought through affinity. Mutual
avoidance between son-in-law or daughter-in-law and their ‘one
or both parents-in-law is a common phenomenon. Avoidance
may include the one for physical contract and/or familiarity. The
son-in-law and mother-inaw avoidance is most common in
matrilineal societies of Africa. An explanation amcng the Nyoro
is that the son-in-law mu$t clearly express his sense of
gratitude and indebtedness towards the lineage members of
his bride by being submissive before them. Nyoro feel that the
matter of affina) relations is sensitive one and should be handled
carefully.

Joking Relationship : JUST opposi.te.of avoidance is joking

-.-relationship where the relations are free to exchange.even the
abuses.
LT

Termed ‘mutual disrespect’ by Redcliffe-Brown and
many parts of North America, East Africa and Asia,
Telationship (e.g. Jija-Sali, Devar-Bhabi in Indian

verbal exchanges or gestures cross the
. of acceptance. One involved in this
bear all kinds of insults and has the
al, and mutually reciprocal manner.
ns do not address each other
C or a symbal, the usage is

Teknonymy : W
el ectly but through ;

nt.place .in- the .family.
3 of sister's son are

e patrilineal version

©h found only in some

o matrilingal-societies -~ -

ther's “sister plays a

oda of India, is termed
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ECONOMIC anthropologyfsociology deals with™ the values, in- 7

stitutions, roles and groupings that are the part of production
and distribution of goods and services, an area that has been
referred to as substantive economics as against the ‘formal
economics of price and theory. Every economic system contains
an area of production of goods and services, a network of dis-
tribution and patterns of consumption. Holding the entire
economy together and integrating labour and resources is a
systemn of exchange whereby materials are brought into the
process of production and eventually end by satisfying con-

sumer needs. All the_facts and factors asseciated—with—the—

economies of the simple societies form the realm of economic
anthropology. )

ANTHROPOLOGY AND ECONOMICS

THE prime question of. economic. anthropology is not one’ of
fact but of rights.” And this question of rights is concerned.with
the real role and relative importance of economi
the deep logic of the operation of evolution j o
THREE points are at the center of the cont
anthropologists : ' s

1. What does one mean by econemic e

nomics of a society?
2. What are the limits of
ies do anthropologistsis

sons to justify this cg
3. What causes. econo
T Grganization and ey
- thropologists?
The Definition of
THREE distinct appro
beentoffered by anth
from that which has.
ginning of the century
Schneider, and, al tf
the subject matter of t

"~ of economy &@s "{pe forms ?
“distribution and circulation” of

~ognizes. here the' “classical” deff
-Ricardo which has been revived in
" as Pieiro Sraffa (1970), who do not agr

EARN RS

clared partisans

for t'he. “sl

uctures of pr

this society at a determined mol

isience.”

FINALLY, other anthropologists, such ESHE
Jonathan Friedman, Maurice Godelier, and Efant
rejéct,” as the substantivists do, the formalist definitior™Sk

o

o

_..nomics_but they also. think. that the "Substantive” definition .is
“fandamentally inadequate; if not false. They propose to analyze

and explain the forms and structures of societies material pro-

_cesses with the aid of concepts develaped by Marx —"mode. of
production” and “economic and sogcial formation” (Godelier

1971). By mode of produchion (in its restricted sense), they
mean the combination of productive forces and social
relationships specific to production ‘which is capable of
reprod.ucmg itself and which determines the structure and form
of the production process and circulation of material goods at
the heart of an '%\historicallz_pie_:ii’_gte_rrmﬂd society. They

e i

ECONOMIC INSTITUTIONS

which characterizs 4
One rec- 5
Smith and ¥
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assume’ that diverse, pre-determined forms of political, ideo-
logical, and offier relationships correspond to a certain mode
of production (in a restricted sense) with which they are struc-
turally compatible and causally connected. The whole of these
economic and social relationships in their specific articulation
are labelled mode of production (taken this time in the broader
sense), as wheh one speaks -of the slave-holding modes of

.

%

production of ancient Greek or Roman cities, or the feudal

modes of production in medieval France and England. Moreover,
since it frequently happens that a society is organized in terms
of several modes of production which are articulated in a certain
manner, but under the demination of one of them, one resorts
to designating such articulated assemblages of modes of
production as "economic and social-formations”. Thus, in
France in the nineteenth century there existed in agriculture,
among artisans, and among the commercial class, some
ecapitalist production relationships _based on small plots of
ity that existed alongside feudal type relations of

Ecdmmunity relations. This capitalist mode of

pvices of proféssionally trained
&xavailable?_Anthropblogists
cs of the simple societies
fhodetn economics Knowledge.

(e

my. All- such activities
- Otherwise the eco-
{oo simple and can

f their utmost anxiety.
¢ to understand the
conomies can be well
ére.one must add that
alization in modern
themselves in modern

tfention. The equally basic

particular pattern-of cultiifal conditioning.-Part of the reason we
have not progressed faster is because of our pre-occupation
market thaf‘alirost” anything=—land, labour even love can be
acquired fora bmat is not.actually how it works,
even for us. Most really big deals seem to be made outside the
market, -at Iemgla ys little, if any,
industrialized societies most economic anthropologists e
o 5 B —_—

. studied.

GUR own concepts of ownership, both private and public, have

em?of distribution and

ur}d cross—cultura‘l sampli_n__ﬁg_'o}_r V_the;A‘yarying‘_
pee rganize matenals and_labour_to ‘megt -both S
tiffiversal human_needs. and _these -that are the result:-of a. - ..

t-feally economic and "
conomic, these serve .

doing so. Yet most
%SAnthropologlsts are.

-t

" with the: market. We tend-to assume that.it is always within the
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repeatedly proved inadequate to analyze the ways in which oth-
_ers allocate rights of access to productive goods. Probably the

most Tundamentally troublesome misunder-standing, one that
helps explain the long, sordld history of the expropriation of
native peoples’ lands {example - the Dutch “purchase” of Man-
hattan 1s|an\d for twenty-four dollars), derives fromr the special

_ideas. . akout; ‘owner_shlp of the means of production_that_set_us

= — — iy pastoral herding. Hunter-food gatherer-fis

v

apart from most non-industrialized people. Among them, al-
most universally, the allocation of productive goods is structured
on the basis of relationships in which ties of k|nsh|p and com-
mumty are foremost T

PRODUCTION

EXPLOITATION of natural resources may well be termed pro-
duction. Production is must for survival of alt humans. Produc-
tion in the subsistence economies can be broadly classified
into £i)-hunting, food gathering and fishing,, (ii}-cultivation and
ishermen groups
live at the most primitive econcmic levels on the natural re-
sources as such. This category of production_depends on the
movement of the group asmgmp,_me
time, has to be on _the mgove, this mobility restricts the size of
the group. Further; the limit to exploitation also puts a check on
the snze of the group, some Austrahan abonglnes a

prevailing notions, hunting etc. mode of p
enough le|sure tlme and most hu

us were hunters and gatherers
still follow this most ancient ma

Arctic.. ;
IN SUCH regions hun‘
interested in these
main ‘reasons :

suggest in a gen
of us. lncidentall

short, are by no means
much that is rewarding ii

observed to be intelligently disinferest&
preferring instead to lie around "and, {
(This bit of ethnographic -evidence ‘has implicst
- the work ethic- that we. mlght welf, stop to on er,
“do not have the timel) o
(2) We find that the study of hunter—gatherers is also valuable
. because the comparative. simplicity of ‘théir. technology al-
“lows us toperceive, in untsually sharp relief,” important
casual interrelations between technology and the other
aspects of culture, For technglogical primitivism seems
to limit people’s options. Their forms of economic, social,
and political organization are everywhere strikingly simi-
lar.
GROUPS that survive on the reared «catfle_and their products
B \

&

hunt while women

L]
-0
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are_called gastorcl herders. These groups too are-on the move
in look out for the new pastures for their cattle. As pastures ares
available only con limited tracts, Masai and Nandi cover many
miles to settle again. A pastoral herder economy can support a
larger number, yet keeps restrictions on the size of group. The
movements of such groups are generally cyclic or pendulous.
The later category call semi-nomadism or transhumant mode
of life is prevalent in many highland populations who have to
move downwards during winters because their summer houses
(and the area as a whole) become inhabitable due to the large
cover of snow.
S3- CULTIVATICN differs from the other two categories in the sense
that it requires modifications of nature not desired previously.
The primitive kind of agriculture involving hand tools such as
digging-stick and hoe, and undertaken at a smailer_scale is
called horticulture. People who prattice’ agriculture have to work
much harder than the hunter-gatherers: or pastoral herders but
this mode of production yields higher dividends too. Now, a
much larger population can be sustalned on comparably less
amount of land.
CULTIVATION requires (and leads to) somewhat sedentary
mode of life but most societies  practising cultivation lack in
adequate technology to keep the soil fertile. Consequently new
'ave%tiowbe created after every few years and the type of
hastbeen named 'shi cultivation’.
onactwnty prevalent in a society is the func-
les of cooperation and cultural needs
vihly despite sincere efforts by admin-
the world to impress upon the
ay of life, we stil find many
ive modes of production.
val of all societies and lack
chaos. The lk, a tribe ¢f

nomads regarding
ocieties adhering

lg social fabric. Even the
o’gletles have been shat-

s condition.
ic techniques have a
n be termed produc-
? are the most com-
evel At secondary level
ofe d into a network. It is
| that modern econo-
: then they could sup-

he the %ﬁuwwmg

n m__ &mth variot

S)
2

N2
are kinship, caste, creed

er-gatherer economies, men
oduce. - In most.such societies

‘more tha_n thre“

division of labour has biological basis
Forn cultural needs.

‘basis ‘for the division of labour. Among Lapauku of western
New Guinea males themselves form a kinship group and

_ together build trenches, fences, efc. Among. the |Kung a woman

shares her pant of non-vegetarian food with her kin only and not

ciya, becaus& of their.lack .. ..

s other than produc-

iges not cast any's ﬁadow on.. -

utritional ‘needs .are “fulfilled by "~ ' |
oung and ‘quite old people in Viet~ = .
€ to.the economy of the family. Thus- ...
e specnallst in .child-bearing..and reanng) 'tv_,: i

i NbN INDUSTRIAL: economigs- kipiship - forms.-an: important. . < -

with- her husband or children. Pastoral herders, if they tend to .

live settled have kinship basis of all settl&ment pattern. Coop-
eration is the basis of all kinds of division of labour and direct
cooperation assumes much greater role in pre-industrial,
preliterate societies. Among civilized societies the division of
labour between sexes tends to confuse except for the biologically
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- "-‘changes may “also’ be' termed: trade’ exchange
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determined needs to do so.

THOUGH djvision_of labour is found universally, specializaticn
is not. Lower the level of technological advancement, Tesser is
fie speciaiization in work. A hunter, Tor 6xample is reguired to
have adedUate;rnowledge of making his own traps and weap-
ons as alsg_their use. In simple societies a person can be
caneobuilder, weaver, priest, artist, potter etc. without confusion
of his own identity. Horticuiturist and agriculturist societies have
specialists for each of the tasks mentioned above.

NOT all labour in all societies is voluntary; forced labour and
slavery as also the bonded labour too are’found in one form or
the other, especially in stratified societies where peopie work
to avoid punishment and not to gain anything for themselves.
Bonded labour is generally found where natural resources for
exploitation are in plenty but labour is in short supply.

EXCHANGE

DIVISION of labour leads to exchanges. If a persons can per-

“form all funclions (hrmself) required for His s survival, there will

consequenﬂy be no division of _l_abour and hence no exchanges
"Bt since all societies exhrp_rt_some kind of division. of tabour,

qggh‘aﬁges e a rule;: more o in. societies with _greater spe-
crahzatlon in work. All the goods (and’ servrces) can be grouped

Change Exchange of white and“rﬁ

type of exchange. In simplg
(based on reciprocity) forr

(n) RITUAL things for econz';
change is commonly | o

© pay fee but get a
automatically con

V]ob guaranf’ee z
ot
exchanges, cha S

The 'Kula

THE network of ritu
‘understood through
contractual partners

Kuta a person sefs out
meet his. friends on . di
-assuring- - continuity of fa
“necklaces with whité: she
fun__damental aspect of Kul

efations, economic excﬁén'

T EMON!AL ‘exchanges ‘are .an imp

,_parties ar e}plrcmy concerned with the
problem of Just'We In some,srmple socielies, __money
ious metal or stone -or_a weight_may be
mvclved “but it is just tQ,_ﬁag;Jl_[Igt_e_.th ) traqsggqun Economic ex-
Changes in simple societies are formal where theé status and
identity of the buyer are equally* |mportant There the main con-
sideration is not bargain or greaLecoromres have shunned all
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social considerations. The modefn ecoromic benefits but the
social aspects and are purely commercial where the value of
goods is much more rmportant then the identity cf buyer or
supplier. .

OWNERSHIP

THOUGH the ccncept of ownership is present in all societies;
simple sccieties generally lack individual ownership. Everything
in such societies belorigs to the group_as a whole along with =~~~ "~
its ancestors and gods. Even the rmplements and household
goods or utensils are not owned by oné person in many band
organization. Modern industrial societies however, have a well

developed concept of personal ownership (except for the

socialistic societies) and property is its best expression.

PROPERTY, according to Ander and_Parker ‘consists of goods

and services that society gives an individual or a group of indi~

viduals the exclusive rights to posses, use and dispose of'".

Property thus consists of tangible and intangible items. For

Davis, however, “Property consists of theTights—and—duties- o —— ——
one person or group as against all other persons and groups

with respect to some scarce goods”. -

PROPERTY is the universal feature of all human societies, the

perception of the term however may vary. According to Hoebel .

st “Human beings tend to bring within the" scope of

nrversal the orgamzatron of

= St

tion and analysrs threg "dis-
IisiAb mcanb identified. First'is’
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'h_participant will meet

ued tradrng partners
¢lis usyally reciprocal,
.redrsfnbuhon in which
ative center and out

2
rned- in gervices pro-

e not necessarily of
d. Because of this an
is market exchange.

asj modes fexchange namely reciprocity, . redis-tribution and
market exchan did not'say whether thiere éould be more;,’
but he isolated these three. Even these three kinds of ex-
changes are not mutually exclusive categories, for reciprocity is
involved in” other two kinds of exchanges at least among the
non-commercial economies. Further, recrprocrty may be more

of a_social obfigation_with ecenomic _ guise. Most Societies “of
the Worid today have more than one, at times all the three
modes of exchange prevailing simultaneously but the economy

of a society is characterised by the predominant mode of

+ exchange. ‘ ;
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D iRecmr_thyJ
- ~RECIPROCITY involves exchanges without the use of money

) between two or more parties, directly or indirectly. {Sahlin-has
pointed out three forms_of reciprocity; balanced, generalized
o and negative. g
= ALL types ormore or less rgne way Inovement of goods and/er
services (e.gi help,_ shanng or_hospitality) without the--explicit
expectations of return are the forms of generalized reciprocity.
; The best example of generalized reciprocity are the !Kung Bush-
£ men where most of the gocd things even of daily use are pre-
: sented to others and nobody can keep even a sharp knife Iest
£ he become the object of envy. D

Generalised Reciprocity

GENERALIZED reciprocity is found in all societies. Parents
@ groom their children without anly expectations of returns. These
children, when they become adults and have their children,
their role is reversed. The obligations to previous generation
are fulfilled in

A——»B——»C—>
next generation. In generalized reciprocity there is_no consider-
ation for the_guantity of return. Though the returns are indirect,
failure to reciprocate does not stop the one-way process.
. 4Balanced Reciprocity

IN BALANCED reciprocity exchanges involve
groups and two or more things to be exchaiig
or_within stipulated time. Here the co
goods _in exchange is_equally_Impora
exchanges tend to b& i impersonak
desire or need “for ‘certain thin
anything as alsgthe trade 4

: A
fall in this category. Thro
the things in. shortage  wi]

_ eties have developed th

“money'. -Economic’ ex
among trobnanders con

all for pothing, throughy
the flow of goods or sg|

K/diﬁ{ition or exchange gt
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fule of ecol economrc excﬁanges Remprocnl is the simplest and
the earliest of_exchange.’ Tﬁe _mu give and take
obhgatgrﬂg[yyg_en thGse who_have some kind of social bond

(to_strengthen this borid) forms the basis of this_ system.
Recnpr gl exchanges may be economlc m nature but these
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~Jnca empire
%"collection of taxes and methods of control. In modern welfare

alliances,.peace . S .
: SDERE S the fire. But the anthropoloaists, time and again, havé

are nQ mark markets ‘money Or.taxing authority, recngrocuty is the only. -
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\/F{edlstrlbutlon

REDISTRIBUTION, as defined by_Polanyi is the systematic
movement of goods towards an administrative center and their
re-zilotment by the authorities at the center. Obviously redistri-
bution requires a central authority. Though redistribution is
present in one {orm or the othér, in ali 'societies; it is the char-
acteristic of sccieties with chief or other hierachically special-
ized officials and agenmes In most_Malapesian societies reci-
procity in exchanges’is a rule while redistribution serves only
one aspect of political grder. Murphy contends that "societies in
which principle mode of exchange is reciprocity tend tend _to be
eqgalitarian, but redistribufive SOCIet%mmﬂcal
This refers fo @ Kind of exchange in which “goods flow in from
producers to some central authorlty of person and_are then
reallocated for certain purposes throughout the society”. .The
n_known to be the most efficient in

| O 1aXxes ant MeNods o1 Lot
states, redistribution plays a very important role in the actlvmes
of the government.

Aulhomy Authority
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5 e glﬁs and redistribute
y depending-on. their

Rohper as "the most
nouncement of SIgmflcant

s from a host to all the'guests: .
ness and later on validate a host's
of- varylng worth accordlng to his
from the eco . of view IS a

(m anment tlmes) slaves

justifie the point of view of the people

themselves; for abolition of Potiach would meah fotal disrup-.. Lo
‘tion of communication between different Sé@ments of the ‘soci-

ety and complete loss of social life for the Eﬂpl_e‘(potlachlng
groups).

Market Exchange
IN THE anthropological discussion of this concept we must
first distinguish clearly the market as ‘market pl:a{ce' or physical

§§m achlevmg this end..:
of Kwakiutl. A Tikopia . "~
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N THE peripheral markets o
e

setting for the exchange of coods from the principle of market

exchange, which is that of the exchange of gocds at prices
determined by forces cof supply and demand. Thus market prin-
ciple is not the dominant or exclusive mode of exchange, and
similarly market exchange may take place without bging local-
ized in a pecrﬂc market-place. Markets may exist in societies
where the predeminant mode of exchange is reciprocity or re-

distribution, but in these cases their functioning and $ocio-eco-
nomic context is different from that which we may observe in

societies where the market principle is dominant.
THE predominance of market exchange in the ceremony is
related to growing specialization of occupational and productive
roles, to an increase in food surpluses produced by the agri-
cultural sector of the population, and to the correlated develop-
ment of money. In certain tribal economies money-like valu-
ables are present, such as brass rods among the Tiv or shelt
meney in_parts of Melanesia. These are termed “special pur-
p‘&smey because their use is more limited and specific
than the general purpose money of a market-dominated
economy. Thus as Dalton points out, the tambu shell valuables
of the Tolai of Papua New Guinea could be said to resemble
money in the sense that they were used in a wide range of
transactions, could be used for the'purchase or sale of all
forms of property, and were interchangeable in standat iz

money

rticipation is limited to certaj
‘fo-the- organisation of produ
Market prices have only a-
of labour and FIO\

is not ce% tral
Feconomy as. w '

e~ movem
‘goods ‘produced enter-i
never be marketed-.or
reach the market. At th
of the market (ritual s
of central®.imporiance
economic €xchange i

RKETS in peasan
1i®% of traditional trib
great, integratiory’ into
The peasant market, i
a double and sometlm

érketplace ‘mvich:of:
use and for the discharg

and specrahzed according to their technof”f
The market system links these commu&me
‘and also -to-regional and urban centres. A SWel
needs “of -thé local-"¢ormmiinities; peasant market
:these communities -by. means, of the, actions and. operatno

* Brokers, ‘patronsand” “middlemen “to the' Tegional' and’ rational

market economy.

\/]HE disadvantageous conditions under-which the peasant pre-

Juces' pariiéipates i market, die to thé simall scale of his or
her production, the lack of access.io credit and other factors
related to the marginalization of the peasantry, means that his
economy is necessarily on unequal terms. The low prices paid
to the producer, together with a series of mechanism of
indebtedness invariably associated.with the patron-client rela-
tionship, maintain the peasant ‘producer in a dependent rela-

©
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ticnship and generally unable to produce ommarket enough to
ensure the acquisition of the basic goods which he or she
requires from_the wider market system. However, this is not to
say that peasant producers or those who participate as crafts-
men in peasant markets may not under certain circumstances
accumulate considerable wealth, and it has been suggested
that the economic stability and well being of certain peasant
communities tends to be disguised by the fact that in these
communities the conspicuous display of wealth is discouraged.
AS SAHLINS points out, the integration of tribal hinterlands, like
thai of peasant communities, into a wider market dominated
economy leads to a contradiction between reciprocity and re-
distribution within the community, and market exchange outside
it. Thus he says : "The engagement with_the market makes a
key minimal demand : that internal community relations permit
household accumulation, else the amounts required for exter-
nal exchénge will never be forthcoming. This stipulation must
prevail in the face of limited and uncertain | production. The for-
tunate households cannot be responsible for the unfortunate; if
internal levelling is encouraged then the external trade relations
are simply not ‘sustained. A topic of anthropoiogical enquiry
which has received less attention than peasant participation in
arket systems is the study of the integration 'of fribal peoples
er reglonal and national market systems, under
io-economic change and development.

afdcienstics of market systems in pre-industrial
Lautonom of local marketplaces laCk—

lcal or

arket | .n_c_aﬂﬂem s

lace embracmg an

. As Sahlins shows,
ffect prices in pre-

& variations. waever the.
not oceur in reality, though
eglggrcer' justification of the

1es whlch restrict competmon and
e’ ume -all: modern governments in--

rice of labour) _ﬂl@glstrlbutlw&and_

~cially beneficial.

_~THE discussion on economic lnstrtutlons remains mcomplete‘

without knawing what happens to simple societies when they
come in: contract With technologically advanced ones ? The
comments of Lienhardt, in this regard, are very relevant, “When
the simple societies enter the modern Bconomic world, therr
own, forms of wealth are often devalued. They become poor in
much of the new worid. The impact of a western economy on
simpler Sccieties has been. accompanied by the beginning of
a more wide spread change in the traditional codes and values, :

ns-of taxation,. |n the control- of° monopohes Or jn- . e
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And among the most striking and sometimes painfui gffects of
these changes are those in domestic life, in the centra!

- Inslitutions of _any society, rrlirrﬁge and famrly

ﬁrMPLE SOCIE MES

EARLY man of old stone age survived by hunting animals and
food gathermg by covering his body in animal skin _and by
taking shelter ‘near the source of waler or in cave shelters. it
was only in the New stone Age (hardly 10,000 years ago) that
man_learnt cuitivation and for the first time there was surplus of
food available that lead to the discovery of the uses of potﬂ
Invention of wheel (potter's wheel first) resulted in man's rapid
strides towards civilization.

ALL these developments took place in pre and proto-historic
period. During this period man became a settled agriculturist
from the early hunter-gatherer.. The scene remained virtuallty
unchanged till middle of ighteenth ) century te. till the time man

«_was unaware of theé power of steam. Later, large-scale indus-

Irialization reduced the man-force in agriculture and brought
phenomenon_‘gf_@%r_s_y__stem Development of communication
channel, brought distant communities closer and the concept
of modern international tradé and coo cooperatlon tock birth.

DESPITE all these developments in Man's life,- many . po;
tions even today live through hunting-gathering or shiftin
vation. Such pre- lndustrral societies, untouched«»br
education (in fhis regard they are p
simple socre’ues

" GROWTH OF. c
AS SAID earlier, agriculture cr &fe

and land was not consi
opment of.cities .into - trad,
labour class that got it
revolution of nineteen
witnessed enormous s
{displacing -the tradi
strengthening of la
unemplaoyment etc. T
velopment .of socia
category has becom
consumption. Capitali
now being countered b

Capitalism

precious metals became a
"institution

our whole "philosophy_of life. It
atlitudes, so. that everything js eva

ON THE advent of industrial revalution: Ada: iE
four’ principles- namely, -Laissez: fair pohicy. 0
viduals pursuing-fReir own rnterest without any re

'e‘--_-_-.]get the-best:dividends from..their: efforts); Ae: doctrme -of-Self
interest, ‘tpedheory of competition and the profrt motive.
' Accordingly.-a-hew - system -of -production: and- ‘property: owrler: "

ship developed leading to capitalism. Capitalism dethroned

- the traditional economies. and evolved the concepts of manu-

facturlng specialization-(or greater-division of labour) and greater
xchanges.

THE modern capitalistic economy is characterlzed by large scale

productron private property, competition and price-control, bank-

ing institutions, stocks and shares etc. Evidently, the competition

in the productron sector can help in keeprng a check on price-

7 economies.
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rise as also on quality -of objects being manufactured. It also
increases the range of choice for the consumer. Capitalism
has played a significant role in material progress of the worid
today ensuring greater economic progress and high standard
of living. Todwy social and ritual differences are side-tracked for

economic reasons resulting in the end to sccial stigma attached
with socially or ritually poor. Evidentfy, economic progress is
creating” class-conscidusness subsiding the social differences.

But, capitalism is often cursed. [f is because caprtalism has
resulted in widening the gap between the affluent and the work-
_ers, it has, through A& propagation of materialism, degraded
the ethical sWes It breeds greed for wealth,
artificial tastes, false prestige etc. Obviously caprtalrstrc economy
is not the ideal form of economy. —

~Socialism

AS AN alternatives to feudalism of medieval times and the recent
capitalism, socialism has become quite popular. In socialistic
economy, a concept given by Marx and Engels, each member
of socialist society works™according - is capacity and gets
the returns according to his needs. The scheme is ideal at
least on PFaper but it is not feasible. The human nature as it is,

’ demands at least just share of oneg's _contribution. *

LLY because of lack of incentive to work more,

i .rg heavily. Obviously the best way out possible
[ economy where rivate sector has the right to
spcialistic base. India is the best example

/. core-sector i ies_have been

y imminent threat to the private

s of economy differ with

ortrcul!ure

ﬁ‘*economles are vrrtu—

second fiddle. The
e to face interaction

he primitive economy

(st ry ‘ouit 1
more rmportant than the

simple societies, s
economic bargain

ANS OF ECONOMY: -
fibutioh of .goods and services is;, of

unction oLenmmmy Besides, economy
mportant social and Qolrtrcal functions. Role of

in satial and political

with the possession of wealth) lends credentials to social status
too. Economy is an important factor in.making, maintenance
and breaking of social relationships. Economy, at least the mod-
ern econdmy, directs the changes in value system, attitudes
and other cultural aspects. Besides, economy i$ also an im-
portant tool for political power and vice-versa. In today's world
'surviving on the exchanges among different societies, economic
sanctions (like withdrawal of trade relations, refusing loans etc.)
-~ ————

d the_rggget ‘channels.’

n. the economic which .

fiphe armarkets .n.-simple societies has, already been.
: drscussed In this Irght the role of econom
.sphere: can:also. be;understood:.

‘Almost everywhere, - 2conomy..
oF economic status (not always measure through or associated

, ‘quite-'common and -

ck-bone. of. modern
gh the use of money
eripheral in primitive

9IS not “true for the moderm —
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can be used as an important sanction at least by the powerful
lobbies of the world today.

CHARACTERISTICS OF TRIBAL ECONO-

\ MIES
AS DISCUSSED earlier, the activities which help securing a

man his physical survival are.the economic. The basic function

of an economic sysiem is {0 maximize satisfaction of the un-
limited needs_through the limi resources. Some general
characterisfic of the indian tribal economic system are as fol-
lows:

\}Subsistence level ‘
THE method of exploitation of nature is crude. It is done

without any efficient aid of the modern technology with the
result, the bare minimum necessities are met with con-
siderable amount of difficulty and wastage. The question
of surpms—does-not—ansmﬁ—semeeases—{Nuga
Khasi, Mizo}. y

2Role of money and concept of property

MONEY as a medium of exchange, store and measure-
ment of value-does not play an important role in the tnbal
economy. Naturaily, the concept of property an
~Economic status among them is different.d
the non-tribals. In a tribal society the notr
closely related to the display ands 5%
rather than to accumulatlon A

as property.. Inter and4
based on barter and ,
tribal communities thel
the other day-to-day

agriculturists, ex

co-villagers who

etc.

BUT with-

‘ mdustnahéation
others including
the tribal market,
replacm the barte

Stood: the: benef' S

Bact. of
%sfét?ﬁzsation ur

to be absent. On the othef
~ tuat_obfigation, extension
-and sharing of each others

dergoing transformafon. -

~BY AND large, the economic activities of”
are, dlrected towards the manufacture of

in trades. Food, clothing and articles required for con-

dio, transister, creckery, etc. are gradually being accepted
by them as the necessities of life for which most of them
aspire although the rate of innovation, internal or external
or induced, is very low and very few have opted for a quick
_progress. Stability and uniformity result also from the sim-
" plicity and uniformity of the techniques used.

_‘goods rather, than .the Producers' ones and the same are,
" consumed rather than' deposited or hoarded or exchangéd - -

. ample_ 0

structing their shelter are their primary consumers’ goods.
~-exchange: their. surplus-with the Badaga and Kota ffom whom

“The modern ‘goods, like, the cosmatic, torch, bncycT’—ra- N
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3. Role of weekly market

IN PLACE of a regular market one comes across weekly
or bi-weékly markets Haats even in a remotest tribal area
which play important roles in satisfying not only their eco-
nomic needs but also in the Safisfaction of social, cultural,
rehglous and polmcal needs of the people. So far as its
. economic aspect is concerned, a market provides a tribal
with an opportunity to sell or barter_his produce, either
collected from the fore_ngr_g_rg\Lm,m_the_ﬁeld_or his handi-
crafts and buy or barter his other necessities, like, kero-
sene oil, chillies, salt, spices, clothes and many other
modern goods brought by the non-tribal_shopkeepers. As
stated above, a visit to a weekly market may not neces-
sarily mean sale or purchase by an individual. While some
may satisfy economic needs™alone, others may tag it with
many other types of needs (soc10 political, etc.). Generally
speaklng, a sense of_competition_and monopoly, is ab-

sent from these weekly tribal markets

6. Co-operation in economic activities

GENERALLY, the Indian tribal communities are co-opera-
tive. Co-operation, at various Tevels and on-various
casions is reflected differently in different tribes. Here,
eﬁshall conf' ne ourselves to the discussion of co-opera-
etard to their economic pursuits.
ivision of labour has reveled that all the
—co-operation_with the head of the
sfaction of various economic needs.
ife is_an important economic
erate with her husband in

It goes without=8
asset who is alwa

-operation at the kin level
., the Munda, Santal, Ho,
érs. Among these se tribes
ard.to immovable property, ...
brothers and other sec-

uits; e.g., construction

a%tu)n at the clan level,

belonging to a partlcu—

)e major economic

rengthened when one

‘gamsed by the mem-

anipur) village. The

ng-. is spent over the
ding to this clan.

r clan considerations,

on_in ‘the village ‘in the .

active in those villages
itory is eXlstlng whlch has

ERTAlN cases economlc coo ‘erahon is also observed at

)

Toda, Kota and Badaga of southef

is type. of. cooperatlon The Toda producing milk,

they get grain and ironware respectuvely Likewise, the Badaga
receive ironware from the K ta in lieu of fpod grain.

Tribal Arts and Crafts

~ AN ART is one of the primary social institutions attempting to

answer symbolically the riddles oi life, as refigion does spiritu-

—_—

Vajoe- agnculturar ‘Opera-.

the inter-tibal level: The Himited: -exchange of goods among the: - .-
dia_is_the befilting ex- -



ally. This quest man pursues constantly in the desire to zlleviate
his over-present fear of death. The scciological importance of
~ant and crafts lies in their evidence of a collective mind, which
unites the creating artist through the artwork with the receptive
sudience. An art by means of conscious irrationalization effects
the eternalization of a given culture.
AN ART is ] skill, technique, manipulation, organized, commu-
“picable and culturally transmitted. Practical or applied arts are
distinguished from the fine arts (dance, drama, poetry, archi-
tecture, painting, sculpture, and music) which have, in com-
mon, the extension of human experience. through the sharing
of imagination and of feeling. An art is distinct from ritual in that
the latter undertakes changing the course of 'nature’ directly by
magic or indirectly by influencing supernatural persons sup-
posed to be in control of the relevant phenomena. Again, an art
is distinguished from games in virtue of its objectives of aes-
thetic commmunication and its conventions.
THUS, an art is the name of beautiful expressions of external
circumstances after being its reaction within. This beautiful ex-
pression may be in prose, poetry, music, dance, etc. But when
the expression takes some form, plastic or graphic art emerges.
While a plastic art is a three dimensional object like, toy, clay-

[}
o
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modelling, sculpture (stone, bone and metal), basket, orna—
ment, etc., a graphic art has twc dimensicns, length and'
breadth, and includes painting, tattooing, etc.

THERE are various theories with regard to the origin of an art.
To some it is for art's sake while to others it is the work of
children, still to others, it is an evolution from realism to sym-
bolism and yet to others, it is the strong feeling to give vent to
the emotional expression in scme form.

TRIBAL people of india are not exceptions to the above propo-
sitions. With varying intensity, they have their own art in some
form or the other. Although it may not be compared with that of
‘Mcnalisa’ of Leonardo de vindi, it has a definite impact of their
geographical, ecological and cultural milieu. Man is the prod-
uct of his environment, and so-is the art. Tribal art also finds a
better expression through their crafts, which are their workman-
ship or aesthetic-oriented self-expression. These are mainly in
the form of plastic and graphic arts which one can see in the
waoden and clay sculpture and toys, engraved doors, basketry
and a number of implements and instruments which they pre-
pare. Moreover, their art is also reflected in a number of weav-
ing patterns on their clothes. -
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. call 'political'.
AT THIS juncture it is

"THE above Iengthy ’

K
- reference of political organizatj

‘social, order is maintained through m
.social ‘sanctions.
. A STRAIGHT forward, ‘working definition

.+ -t frame.: for the ‘differences ‘among forms of politicak

|
MOST human beings have the tendency to behave differently
from the commonly accepted ways. This may be fun-sake, out
of frustration or to get easy recognition. Some of this deviant
behaviour may be incompatible with the common good and
may result in conflict or clash that may ultimately lead to chaos
and doom for the society. Each society, therefore to sustain
itself, has certain established sets of behavioural rules (which
differ from society to society) to be adhered to by all of its
members. The social order is thus maintained.
MANY societies have an elaborate system of officials to enforce
the established rules for behaviour but there are others who
lack such paraphernalia. Yet it is unwise to assume that they
are totally anarchical societies. In them, some kind of stability
at the tribal level or national level js maintained through some
kind of formally or -informally constituted political authority that
assures some kind of ‘conformity. to-the accepted norms of
those societies.
ACCORDING to Beattie, "when we -speaks
organisation, we are thinking of, in parhcu 2
of ordered relations between dlfferentéc
of people, over a social field wider thf%ﬁ
each of the component categone&o
This wider social field may be wkiat
ing Emmet) ‘a social aggrega}gg%
tween societies, whether theése a
states. Thus the internal SO
being studied also fall wi

groups, nat;g
s of any gr

units of social contro
Political ocrganization

individuatl pecple an
the sociat factors whi
to the accepted rules
the two fields is mainlif {

takk of our own society, the

eties even today lack a defiriel
see later, simple societies lack ar

one wh»ch may be applied to all societies, 4541:8

g
tion are great. In general, we can say that the term “poli

“refers to - cUstomary ‘behaviours™ang tobeliefs ‘and: athmdes"f

which pertains to policy-making and its execution (creating and

. maintaining social order) and to conflict resolution (minimizing
" social disorder). These customs are initiated by or on behalf .

of, distinct territorial or social groups that may range from neigh-
borhoods and hamlets to villages, towns, cities, regions,
nations, and even groups of nations; to lineages, clans,
phratries, moieties cr even groups of tiibes.

EVERY political organisation can be analytically separated into

. two basic components: a system:for maintaining internat order

HY.Wa_S we shall Umted Nations.

w and there 3 AS. WELL'_as bl

Z-coni Honed o régard 85 superlor are mot necessarlly good
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| POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS

and means of regulating external relations. Invery  smail-scaie
societies both of these functions are taken care of within the
context of the kinship system. Authority based on seniority within
the kin group and recognition of a particular member's special
leadership ability (in hunting, in finding the right words tc sum
up both sides’ positions in a dispute and to develop ccnsen-
sus on its proper settlement) are often all there is to allocating
decision-making authority. And most of the time the exercise of
even such limited leadership as this may not be necessary.
Cultural homogeneity, custom, continuous face-to-face interac-

tion, pressure for conformity, fear of ridicule, avoidance of the _

dangerously divisive effect of conflict, and the threat of super-

" natural punishment all combine to assure that day-to-day life
© can go on without calling upon any of the local “leaders” for

direction required to organize a group hunt, to intervene in a

. quarrel, to lead a raid, or to mobifize the group for defense, is

itably. ransnory Because thelr authonty is not continuingly

ergence of political organiza-
_gm increasingly independent
fowth and greater diversification.
te trade, the possibility of
he proliferation of special

'aI plcture changes radi-

;yvarfare becomes the
”'éf'fj( comprise a system
has become a govern-

has been influenced
y that .economic an-
ics. Translation of the
“Into anthropologically
Bound perspectives of

political ¢
that th d.|

can political structures
0. account-the far: wider

sthe evolutionary develop—
e prototype of the semi-
‘multinational .entities as the

und, political science has also
ve : too ready to apply ethnacen-
od and bad political forms “to . the
w . including many whose cultural goais
=rent from our own. Asa result, for many the first

for everyone; in fact, they may often be seriously maladaptive.
DIFFERENT societies the world over have. différent kinds of

political- organization; but for simplification .of the groupings, of "

diverse -kinds of political organizations of .various societies the
world over, anthropologists have devised.the centralized and

uncentralized scheme of classification. Uncentralized societies-

are the ones which lack a single person as the supreme au-
thority and which generally have adhered to the tradition of social
sanctions because of the lack of specialized perscnne! with

ts,. artisan. and . i{rades-

| mslatlon coercive law -

fong: contemporary non=: .t
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- mum of 1 person -per:- 50
determining the exact §

-ploys.

‘band level.

9

“than ‘real.. leadership. Th
- consensus among the elder
~between -two members is ap
_.the latter is brought to book and
. In intricate -cases’ without solutic
"rangements are ' made, Eskimo tra

_ purpose in maintaining order within the
.~ IN CASE of mter—band ,d_lsputes as the mat

Zdefaulter is’punished isiown:group:if a; murde' ‘s:com itted==
among ‘Australian aborigines, the defaulter is’ subjected to

authority to impose norms. Centralized societies, as the name

" implies, have centralized authority who govems, rules or dic-

tates. Modern state is the extreme (and not yet se) ideal form of
centralization.

UNCENTRALIZED (STATELESS) SOGIETIES

ANTHROPOLOGISTS recognize two broad-categories -of - - -

uncentralized societies, those organized into bands and others
organized at the tribal level. The latter may again be subdivided
on the basis of their respective specialized features, as dealt
later.

Band Organization

SOCIETIES with band organization (e.g. Bushmen of Africa and
Australian aborigines) live at the lowest level of subsistence
economy of hunter-food gatherer-fishermen type. Here each
society is divided into small groups (bands) of six to ten families
each. Each band comprises of individuals closely refdted
through kinship bonds. In seasons of favourable conditions a
band is in full strength but in condition of scarce food supply,
the band breaks up to be reunited in future. The bands are very
loosely bound to each other with practically no interaction with
or interference from such other bands,
THE band in such societies is the largest group that
political unit.
SOCIETIES with band organization have a ;
First and foremost, such societies are gg)
gatherer (or coilecting) level of foods
means that they have to “find” f
earth, taking it out of the water
nature has placed it. Consequ
BANDS are typically small j
typically have a Iow populat
NSt

a maxrmum of abeit 1"

producttvrty and the s
SOCIETIES W|th ban ~organizal
individwals of a particti] ”‘% e
to prestlge and resource‘

peoples, sharing~of Vil
fixed authority is cha

onsidered settled

‘ritual spear throwing’ of Australian abog

serious efforts are warranted in checking them. -

spear-throwing by the murdered man's kin till the time the

. defaulter gets injured. Though in_ physical . sense the revenge. . .

is not equal, the dispute is considered settled. All decisions in
bands have to be unanimous and not majority ones. Here ‘the
qualities of the leader in convincing his’' band members matter
a lot war among the band societies is unknown because it
may lead to the danger to the existence of the society itself.

MANY native Americans who first came into contact and conflict
with the colonialist invade\rs of their teriitories were organized

alternate ar- 2

Vaid's/2012-13/ANE—31

at the simplest of these three levels of political organization :
into bands. As a system the band works well so long as
neighboring peoples are similarly organized. But because of
its smaliness, limited coercive powers of its leaders, and the
consequent difficulty of mobilizing and maintaining a large
fighting force as a type of political organization the band ren-
dersits members particularly vuinerable to conquest by
enemies whose more- centralized authority systems enable
them to muster the winning military strength and to administer
their conguests in a way that band organization does. not allow

TRIBAL ORGANIZATION

SOCIETIES WITH tribal organization are similar_to those with
band organization in their egalitarian nature, lack of political
hierarchies and classes, and informal leadershrp patterns. How-
ever, societies with tribal organization generally are food pro-

__ ducers. Population density of tribal societies is generally higher,

local groups are generally larger, and the way of life is more
sedentary than in the hunter-gatherer band.

WHAT distinguishes tribal from band ‘political organization is
the presence of some pan-tribal associations (such as clans
and age-sets) which can potentially integrate a number of local
oups lnto a larger whole. Such multilocal political integration, -
_not permanent and lt is informal in the sense that

%of three kinds village based,
lineal descent lbo and Yako are

I

In these sodcietiés’ as:

never has functions.
ty. . The situation's. for:+
'viIIage communities
rders form the other
msed on age-set cat--
is initiate their mem-

et will remam “disen-

¥ status into another .
of estabhshlng soc;al contact even

gthan would otherwrse be posslbte

roviding -for the: organrzed exefcise of at.least sone. po- .

litical authority. it can well be undérstood that this kind of
age set categorlzatlon among the societies- or groups al-
ways on-the:move in searoh of new pastures that _provides.

" for a quick standing ‘army, is the inndfe need of these
societies. Frequently, pan-tribal associations are based
upon kinship ties. Clans are the most common pan-tribal
kinship groups. In some societies, clan elders have the
tight to try to seitle disputes between clansmen or to at-
tempt to punish wrongs committed against clansmen by
members of different clans.

es at times futile to~" -0

puberty. Anyone who | so-o0
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-.sonal and intergroup

\,ftENTRALIZED

-kmd of stratification.” T

= e pnvnleged -and.’segc

- .need, for the use of physical_ fo?e

.. organization, if evolutionary, takes a long spaﬁgé o
" AS-SAID ‘eartier, centratizatien -is. only'a.matter of degre

* the centralized authority may or may_not be political m nature_ -
‘?"'-'-(eg “Aheré may be'a-powerful Titual head performing:’ ifat Al

. THE segmentary lineage system is another type of pan-tribal

integration based upon kinship, although 'societies with seg-
mentary lineage systems are less common than societies with
clans. The whole society (tribe) is composed of segments or
parts, each similar to the others in structure and fungfion. Every
local segment belongs to a hierarchy of lineages, each cne
stretching farther and farther back genealogically. The hierarchy
of lineages, then, unites the many segments into larger and
larger geneological groups. The closer two groups are genea-
logically, the greater their general closeness. in the event of a
dispute between members of different segments, people more
closely related to one contestant than to another take the side
of their nearest kinsmen. The Tiv of northern™ Nigeria offer a
classic example of a segmentary lineage system.

NUER and Bedouin are other classic example of tribal organi-
zation where the society is divided into various unilineal
kingroups. Such groups are antagonisiic towards each other
and harmonious relationships between them are maintained
through the matrilateral relations of one group in others. Here
each lineage is centralized unit but society as a whole has no
centralized head (céntralization is therefore a matter of degree).
AMONG such societies is prevalent an institution, popularly
known among anthropological circles” as ‘blood feud’ that r
quires a strong sense of solidarity. This institution Beattlem
marks, 'is not only effective as a social sanptlo_l k .
incurring it may be a powerful incentive tg g :

through which intergroup hostility Iﬁgs
tia! values of group awareness g

i6od feud decrease

strength.,-,_-the _blood fe,u
(i.e. t may only.be car
then proscribed attoge

one's lineage and i
the territorial relation

uncentrahzed ones on
almost all use of physucal
age in horticulturist and agricu

may overpower structurally simitar gro
ization. The change-over in- the socio-

various functions that can be termed political). Secondly, the

-.range and scope of such authority may or may not -be fimited. A
“third point is regarding the mode of transfer of authority (as-

cribed or achieved), grounds of its acceptance and the restraints
onit, ifany.

VARIOUS kinds of authority (polmcal__ ritual and secular) have
the tendency of adopting additional roles. Secondly, the head
can not be always omnipotent (thgugh he may have all the
reigns of power) as he, even |n the ‘simplest of the societies,

7ogether The{gsgarb_ o

2
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has to delegate some or many of his powers to his subordi-
nates (who in turn, may further delegate them to their respective
subordinates). Thirdly, ‘ascribed’ and ‘achieved’ transfer of
authority may not be as simple as it seems. Often in places
where there is the tradition of ascribed transfer from father to
son(s), the eldest son may not be considered worthy of the
place. In such cases in such societies, the opinion of
commoners (who are to be governed) can alter matters con-
siderably. In societies where transfer of authority is an achieved
status, lovalty to the authority and/or efficiency form important
criteria.

THE power of the rulers are restricted, as Beattie argues, 'not
only by the fact that he has to delegate some of it, bot also
there are always important social institutions which tend to
prevent him from using such powers as he retains for him-
self... Many rulers undergo ceremonies of oath taking and ade
monition when they are appointed, and one effect of these is to
publicly impress on them what is required of them”.

PRIMITIVE STATE

CHIEFDOM (or primitive state) organization differs from tribal
organization in several impodant ways. Whereas tribes have
souatlons that can informally intégraté more than one com-
Glgfdoms have some formal authority structure inte-
Ifi omﬁmumty political units. Chiefdom societies gen-
’en%qu populated and their communmes are

fi.. (the.perl 3t man has lnhab|ted

@ d and dﬁ%%” ithout any true gov-,
J0 years ago half the
Buf half the tribes of
rough informal con-
= We should also rec-
ndamental weakness
s to master or cerrect
s is the fact that-the
a dency to’ employ
&r than-sefvice”: White
the limitations in State, 'in
the gradual evolution of )

'expi%s510n in the ‘government which is the ulti-

it matters refating to sociat control. State is thus

G e benefit for the communnty T is always- en-
i “With the coercive ‘althority aiid use of physical force for
achieving its aims, A state; therefore;. has a chaln of of.lcers |n__;_
hierarchical order with government at the top: ™ : o
A STATE is neither a corhmunity nor a society. It is the social

_Organization of 'a society, and differs from it structurally and

functionally. Whenever there is a conflict between the two, soci-
ety has an upper hand. In case of some serious conflict be-
tween political organization and social niorms or cultural val-
ues, the people may overthrow the government or change the
nature of State (e.g. from feudalism to capitalism or to social-
ism}, whsch is, by its nature, incapable of changing cultural
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values and public sentiments.

_ THE four essential elements of state are: territory, population,

govemment and sovereignty. Much has already been said re-
garding the territorial nature of state. Population is, of course
an important element of state but its strength lies in, quality and
not in guantity. Uncontrolled increase in population can and
does create spme serious problems for the state. Government
is the functional unit of state responsible for maintenance of
social order, welfare measures and other important functions.
The State is the ultimate authority (sovereign) and no appeals
can be admitted against it. The State is a special organ of a
community or society created by the latter for its own benefits.
Here, one must hasten 1o add that State is an association, a
part of the society and not the society itself. It is however an
association with a difference’ because it is sovereign and
because its membership is compulsory.

THE government is the functional or operational unit of a state..

Aristotle has classified the government into Monarchy, i.e. rule of

- one person the king or the chief; Aristocracy, i.e. the rule of a few
privileged; and the Polity or the rule of many. These three forms

of government may give rise to three perverted forms of Tyranny.
-Oligarchy and Democracy respectively whéereby démocracy is the

spoiled form of polity. Today, however; two broad categories of
ke

govemment generally accepted are the totahtanamsm
sic example of many communist states} an
former, the state is controlled by a few whi
power resides in the hands of people i
THE bureaucracy is the situation
hands of officials. According to We
istration characterized by expertngs
of humanity”. Obviously, bureat? i
ministration with strict, mechBHica
rules and regulatrons ln a;

cracy as suggested by:
because it has not on

of attitude and creatio
THE cldssification of
tribe, chiefdom (or pri
tionary trend from si
small’scale local Autoh
it also implies a trend i
leaders to large numb
officials and -from the A
.. of public force by .a_ e
this evolutionary trénd in ol
with similar trends in other
1. TECHNOLOGY : from f¢
" 'ing) tointensive food pr
.~ husbandry).
2:f';POPULAT|ON fromy small
© pities,.ahd from low to great :
3, SOCIAL STATUS. : from egalitariafr:
. and finally to class-differentiated society
+:4. ECONOMIC..DISTRIBUTION ;. from- maj‘ :
réciprocity in the distribution of goods and Services
'f‘7._-~redlstr|butlon and-finally . to- market or ‘commercial -ex

Wi white-coll
pohtrcal

change, using money as the principal medium of

exchange.
WHESE suggested assocratlons seem to be_corifirmed by the
available eross-cultural evidence. With regard to the relation
between the level of subsistence technology and political com-
plexity, a cross-cultural study employing a small random
sample of societies found that the greater the importance of
agriculture in a society, the larger the population which is politi-
cally unified and the greater the number and types of political
officials. A massive cross-cultural survey reports a similar trend;
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the more intensive the agriculture, the greater the likelihood of *
staie organization; and conversely, societies with no mere than
local political institutions are likely to depend upon hunting,
gathering, and fishing. With regard to community size, M.
Ember's study also suggests that the larger the leading com-
munity, the wider the range of political officials in the society.

Textor presents a similar finding. He notes that societies with.......

state organization tend to have cities and towns, whereas those
with only local political organizations are more likely to have
communities with an average population of less than 200
persons. Cross-cultural research also tends to confirm that
societies with higher levels of political integration are more
likely to exhibit social differentiation, especially in the form of
class distinctions.

CLEARLY, the data indicate that several factors are associated
with political development, but exactly why changes in political
organization occur is not yet satisfactorily understood.

THE state and the stateless societies can be differentiated on
the basis of territory, social organization (composition), locus
(loci) of contral as also. the nature of control. State societies
have a fixed and well marked territory whereas in stateless
societies the territory is loosely defined and may be changing.
Sta‘gxews cieties consist of many heterogenous groups, com-

ogeneous groups Unlike the state societies, alt
ezLess society work for themselves and spe-
he minimum, Staie socretles are

us communities or associa-
ership is temporary (mainly

In stateless s©
S5 nd/or rotatoryt;@'f

nt. All state societies have

iral aspects of social -
ve shall discuss the
rlier, there are many
ies to enforce norms.

€

g
titution which takes care
les” conforim {p the norms
¥ these roles. Sanctions can
as the members of the society

Sequences for themselves”. Seconly, what
%en 2 nom is breached becauge as re-

an mstrtutron

| e
-an authorrty '

RECIPROCITY AS A SANCTION

MALINOWSKI, through' hlsstudy- of Trobriand Islanders (in his -
book named crime and custom in savage seciety shows that
*a Trobriander conforms to the rules which govern social rela-
tionships because he knows that if he obliges others, they are
more likely to oblige him. Putting it negatively, if you do not - what
is expected of you in regard to other people, you are likely to

find that others will not do as you expect and wish them to do in
\

ty to use coercive force . .
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. regard to you". In other words, the threat of withdrawati of reci-
procity acts as a strong negatlve sanction. But it is only one of a
number of sanctions. Here one must not forget that all aspects
of life in simple societies are governed by the reciprocity as a
rue; and the\ term reciprocity includes such relations in the
social, economic political and the ritual spheres.

Seeial Sanctlons

" REDCLIFFE BROWN defines a social sanction as ‘a reaction

on the part of a society or considerable number of i§ members
to a mode of behaviour which is thereby approved or disap-
pioved'. If the mode of behaviour is approved then the sanction
is positive; if it is disapproved, it is negatlve Pnzes titles, fame
“decoration for public service and the good opinion of one's
neighbours are all well known examples of positive sanctions
that emphasize the behaviour worth. imitation. Negative sanc-
tions, on the other hand, underline what one must not do for
—daing the undesired may_almosi.ahuays_bnng in some kind of
penalty for the doer. People behave in the desired way not
because of the lure of positive sanctions but because of the
fear of negative sanctions looming larger over everybody’s head.
In other words, it is the negative sanctions that ensure
conformity to the accepted ways of-béhaviour and when we talk
of sanctions we are generally referring to the negatlve sal
REDCLIFFE BROWN further classified negatlve‘s

are definite,
against persons whose behaviour i &0
fuse sanctions are spontaneous afi
pressing the general disapprov
nificant part of it. Legal sancti

to enforce its decisions-ang
tions are those compnsnn

backing of physical fol
nance of. social orde
are generally backed
of the' society; someti
Among Bunyoro, for
Iagers are oﬂen setl

‘beer and mea? that mu;
-~ house on the specified da v
-DfFFUSE sanctlons -thgﬁg

differentiate them from thé
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.?
WITCHCRAFT and sorcery beliefs too act as a. powerful diffus

=-nggativé ‘sanctions: Only the persoris authorized by the: society

can practise them.. A high-headed person can however be
charged with being a sorcerer or'a witch and-hence got rid of.

Among-the Nyakyuse of ‘Tanzariia the practitioner of Witchcraft

and sorcery, generally the headman, can cause a-person
(whose behaviour is disapproved) to become ill.

RITUAL sanctions are the diffuse negative sanctions which
come inta play as a reaction, not of the members of the society
but of the supernatural powers, i.e. the ghosts, spirits and other
non-human forces and powers." Accordlng to Beattie, “ritual
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sanctions include many forms of religious belief, ‘whether these
imply reference to a god or gods with power to punish, either in
this life or after it, or to the power of ancestral or other ghosts
which may visit injury on-living persons who act in disapproved
ways. Among many African people the ghosts of the dead
lineage members are believed to attach high importance to the
maintenance of good relations among the living members of
lireage. In such sccieties a disease is often diagnosed as
being due to failure of brothers to live near one another as they
ought, or to lineage members neglecting to assemble at ap-
propriate for sacrifice to the ancestors.

BEYOND the organized-diffuse dichotomy, Redcliffe-Brown has
classified social sanctions into primary and secondary sanc-
tions. Primary sanctions involve action by the whole community
(whether the action is organized or not) or by its authorized
representatives. The sanctions contained in criminal law are
the primary ones. Secondary sanctions, on the other hand, in-
volve action by a particular person or group against a person or
group within the society. Yet, here the action is initiated by a

group against the other without the regard to higher authority. ’

The blood feud is a characteristic secondary sanction. The

_danger that a man may involve his kin in unwanted .hostilities

1ay serve to distract him from homicide. Blood feud is based
ciple of like for the like, so much so that among the

esired ways -of behaviour.

ere atleast to some
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7 their members live in a
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s of the procedures of compensatson and
dered |e.gal if: |ts neglect OF: - lnfractlon is regu!arly met, in

individual or a group possessing the socially recognized privi-
lege of doing.so. In this sense, all societies reveal the
prevalence of law. o a '
THE distinction between civil and criminallaw in simple societ-
jes had tead to much confusion. This can however be avoided
by making distinction (as advocated by Redcliff-Brown) between
‘private and public delicts’. A deed is a public delict if its occur-
rence often leads to an organized.and regular procedure by the

e crime and each society.

7 (simple) societies, lack R
jestern paﬂern ‘but it

ply a state of lawlessness. _

iety therefore, sormie ™ °

ad 'law’. He defined law in terms of an -
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whele community or by the constituted representatives of sociat

. _autherity, to inflict some hurt or punishment upon the respen-

sible persons. Penal sanction in its basic form therefore, is a
reaction by the whole community against the action of one of
its members, which offends some sentiment {thus producing
a condition of social dysphoria). o

IN THE procedure of law of private delicts, on the other hand, a

' person or a hody of persons that has suffered some loss or

damage by infringement of recognized rights appeal o a con-
stituted judicial authority who declares some of other person or
body of persons within the community to-be responsible and

rules that the defendant shall give satisfaction to the plantif. .

Such satisfaction may take any form from payment to counter-
murder. A private delictis thus an action which is subject mainly
to what may be called restrictive sanction. The law of private
delicts in simple societies corresponds to civil law of modern
tmes. There are however important differences.

IN PRELITERATE societies, private delicts for the most part are
kiling, wounding, theft, adultery and failure to clear debts. How-
ever, this is not a uniform observation. Societies differ greatly in
respect of the emphasis they give to the private and public as-
pects of delicts. Sometimes, within a community, the same deed
may be treated as pubhc dehct ‘and sometimes private For in-
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ANOMIE (llterally meanmg normlessness) as a term

named Social Structure and Anomie). All cases of devrance or
deviant behavioyr can be studied under the head of Anomie. -

~THE term of Anomie: has-been generally applied to the state of

mind of individuals regardless of the state of the society. Norms

are present in all societies and individuals with deviant.

behaviour are well aware of these norms.

MERTON has identified two sources of deviance, the first one
being the role conflict or more generally conflict of norms. The
conflict between cultural values and legal values can easily

Saes
n vast majority . of
-5 - forces of -soc
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bring in.anomie_ The second cause as defined by Meiion is the

gap between cuilturally directed aspirations and the legitimater,

means to fulfil them, resulting in crime and juvenile delinguency.
But various individuals in a sccial system have different ac-
cess to illegitimate means and a certain reaction (deviance is
‘retreatism’-a kind of passive rejection of the goals of success.

loward however opines that retreatistic adaptation may arise
with considerable frequency among those who are failure in
both worlds, conventional and illegitimate alike.

THE TRADITIONAL POLITICAL SYSTEM

THE VILLAGE HEADMAN : BY AND large, in every tribal village
there is a village headman who is either a secular or both
secular and sacred head of the village. He, either with the help
of the elected, or selected village elders, is responsible for the
maintenance of law and order in the village. He sees that those
violating customary laws are punished. He has both executive

“and judiciary powers. He is locally known by different names

among the different tribes. The tribes, who are divided into a
number of totemic clans, get-their disputes adjudicated at the
clan level (with the help of clan elders) first. In case of dissatis-
faction with the decision made by the clan-elders; the: case is
broughi to the’ village headman.”

e headmen, there is a regional head-
e cases) is the highest court of ap-
grieved with the decision of the village
ional headman for better justice.
a dispute between the two or

sgld an authority at th_e

ity is concerned His

India we find village

s in which the

thent
law ahd custom has two aspects; the forces which induce
people to conform in vast majority of cases and the procedure
adopted in cases of evasions and breaches of normative stan-
dards. Law consists of a set of principles which perrit the use
of force to maintain political and social organization within a
territory. Where there are no legal sanctidhs, are matters of
customs and conventions and not of law. The growth of law is
a slow and gradual process of custems being given the
sanction of time and force. There is absence of legislation.
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'NATURE OF PRIMITIVE LAW

1. It is based on kinship bond and therefore, clan elders are
found playing important zgles-in the decision-making in
many of our contemporary tribal societies. )

2. ltis backed by public opinion and morality which are based
on commaon sentiments shared by all and the community's
conception of ‘good’ and 'bad'.

3. It does not distinguish between the crime and torts, i.e.,
-private and public wrongs. A private wreng may bring
calamity for the entire community. Thus; collective respon-
sibifity plays important role in primitive law.

4. Breach of public opinion (which originates from oral and
ethical notions) and moral laws amounts to sin, the sinner
has also to face supernaturai punishment. 1t is, therefore,
that we find strong public opimion against incest, adultery;
etc.

5. There is limited civil law and more criminal law because
of the less pressure on land. The customs are clear with
regard to the inheritance of property

8. Intention has no importance in primitive law because of

.the..concept of sin and the fear of supernatural punish-

ment which may come as a visitation on the whole group.

Even provocation is accepted as a partial excu

commission of a crime.
ADJUDICATION OF DISPUTES
EVIDENCE : IN THE administration of
attached to the establishment of gu%
mainly established in two ways odthi
when the accused denies a parit
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cut the truth again. It is believed that even after doing so if an .
accused conceals the truth, he is bound to meet supernaturat
anger. But among the Maler it is also believed that a person’s
sin may invite calamity on the entire village including the sinner
and hence they have a system of ordeal to establish the guilt of
an accused. The accused accompained by five village authori-

ties (sacred and secular) go near the sacred stream.where the..... .

sacred axe is made red-hot and the accused is asked to lick’
with his tongue thrice. If he comes out without an injury he is
held not ‘guilty, otherwise he ‘is held guilty and doubly pun-
ished. This is locally known as the process of undergoing
‘Saveli'. In some Maler villages, in place of under going Saveli,
the accused undergoes ‘Kriya’ process in which he is asked to
take salt besmeared with cock’s blood. It is believed that if an
accused person has actually committed an offence and is trying
to hide it to avoid punishment, he is bound to incur divine anger
which would result in physical ailment and other family troubles.
PUNISHMENT

A STUDY of the customary laws among a number of tribes of
India indicates that cases relating to Inter and Intrafamily and
village disputes, assault, disputes over immovable properties,

,%ﬂ'dlvorce moral and sexual offences, etc., are . tried and

ed‘%off by the traditional Panchayats. Cases of murder,
poned to the police station having jurisdic-

i Q may be in cash or in kind of, both
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AL societies' have certain belief systems that are all a part of
ritual aspect of human life and yet it has been literally impos-
“sible to define religion. A working definition given by Sapiro that
féligion Ts “an_institution consisting of culturally patterned
interaction with culturally postulated superhuman (super-natu-
ral} beings” should serve our purpose. Religion is the basic
need of most of us. It serves a number of social and psycho-
logical functions. It is a binding tag of all societies practising
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RELIGION

" the miracles dreamed, but it is hard, even for the sophisticate

not to take dream experience as real. To primitive and, indeed,
to many civilized human beings, the dream experience is real-
ity.

THE SOUL CONCEPT

PRIMITIVE human beings reflected and concluded that there
were two parts to a person : the bodily self of mortal flesh and

6COBGOO O

religion in one form or the other. Religion is so embedded in

the spiritual alter ego, the soul. The soul concept is the root of
the minds of most of us that they can't bear disrespect even to

animism. It is a universal concept.

)

%

lennia and yet it has not been possible to give a satisfactory
theory about the origin of religion.

BEFORE embarking on various attempts to explain the origin.

of religion, it is imperative to understand what is the need for
“religion. Different scholars. have studied the functions of relrglon

i this word. Religion has beenma partof man since several mil- — —THEsoul, is, in itself quite intangible. In the language of many

peoples, the word “soul” is synonymous with "shadow” or
“shade”. Intangible though it is, it is often times perceptible in
the image of the body it normally inhabits.

THE soul is the vital force. its presence animates the body; its
departure stills it. It is in the stiliness of sleep that the soul

and their observafions are being summarized below. _ .
{a) Emotional Integration : MANY psychologlst it
Jung and his folowers have argued that,
symbolic system through which a person
in his or her emotional development,
also use for théfa-peutic purposes
erupt. =
b} Cultural Revitalization :
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heights of attalnment and pleasure; we experience horrible

happenings. we relive the past and .anticipate the future, we -
yisit places once visited and those where our feet have never""‘
yet been; we commune with the dead and with the living who

are far distant. Time, space, and llmltauons of the body do not
hinder us in our dreams.

YET, in sleep or in coma, the body does not leave its resting
place. We wake where we lie down to rest-except in the case of
the unfortunate somnambulist. The"body has not performed

terms of mana. The master craftsman in Polynesia exceis in
his " skill because he possesses mana. Thenlearned pundit
excels ‘in lore” and knowledge because "He..possesses mana.’
The mighty warrior excels in the killing of men because he
possesses mana. The outstanding healer, the expert
canoeman, and any others who stand dbove their fellow men
dc so because of personal possession or control of mana.
Mana, thcugh it is an impersonal force, can be manifest in and
through person, as well as in stock and stone. The queerly
shaped or unusually marked\stone may be believed to pos-
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- the Australian aborigines wig

..:guide to..the system. of
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- of, their's must have

' Durkheim's m,e_ta_phor it is the’ flag_ o

2 AUSTRALIAN' totemism can’ be brleﬂy descrlbed asSHhE
_ that descent groups are linked with - ammal/plant species I
= such “a“way that the members of ore’ specres protect the mem- -

_sess mrracle working power. This is its mana." The canoe that
can outdistance all others, the song that heals, the war club
that smashes more than a normal quota of skulls, the talis-
man that in itself brings good luck—all these have power that
is mana.

THE power that is extraordinary is not mundane force. It does
not follow the' regular Iaws of ordinary technologies or skills.
Like the power of spirits it transcends the natural. Mana is
supernatural.

TOTEMISM

MAIN attributes of religion i.e. the power and the sense of awe,
well pointed out by Marett exist not only in animatism but in
animistic objects too. These two attributes helped Durkheim in
formulating his theory of religion. He was the first one to cat-
egorize religion into ‘sacred’ and ‘profane’. Utmost care, diplo-
macy and formality are required to deal with sacred objects of
religion whereas the profane ones can be handled in matter-
of-fact and pragmatic way. Though classification of religious
objects into sacred and profane is highly arbitrary (as such
objects mean differently in different cultures), religious mean-
ings do make sense relative to the rest of culture. Durkheim,
basing his thought on the- practices among ‘Australian aborrgr-
nes, contended that religious sentiments are born
and it follows that beliefs and rites will, at Ieiaig_é
the systems of groups and roles of socrame’

that provides for group solidari
from the society, it serves ’r

system of social classif

clan.is more than a larg

one of the most ele

A GERERAL. definitio
relations'hip sUBstituti

tronshrp rs often one of de
the language of Ojibwa tribe
brother-srster-krn

reat natural objects are chosen is tha
values they stand for, they can be easily
resented. .

bers of the one descent group and they in return by refraining
from killing or eating animals of the species: (in cenam cases,
ceremonial killing of :totem is practrced) :

GIVING a psychological slant to the meaning of rellgron
Malinowski saw it as man's prmcrpal means of coping with
anxiety. Murphy adds “Experiences so traumatic or socially un-
acceptable as to warrant repression do not simply lie latent,
undisturbed and undisturbing in subconscious, for they break
through in dreams, slips of the: tongue behavroural aberra-
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o . .
tions, fears displacéd on to other cbjects, and generalized anxi-
ety. Our memories, both censcicus and unconscious dispose
us to anxieties which are added to and compounded by the
knowledge we have of disasters beyond our mmedrate experi-
ence. Religion, then, is not srmply a way of coping with one
danger or another but a way of facing a dangerous existence”.

RELIGION Vs MAGIC

ABOUT a century ago Sir James Frazer found it advisable to
divide all phenomena involving supernatural into two catego-
ries of religion and magic. This dichotomy in the field of ritual
has since been retained and four attributes are most com-
monly cited in favour of this dichotomy. These are :

1. MAGIC compels the world of supemnatural to do its bid-
ding. It fails to get resuit only if errors of procedure or text
have been made or if stronger counter magic has been
brought to bear. Religion, on the other hand, say the sup-
porters of Frazer's dichotomy, never guarantees results.
Its use is limited to supplication and its practitioners never
resort to manipulation or coercion. _ '

2. MAGIC according to Durkheim and his supporters, has
no ‘church’ that .is.to.say, magical rites may be public or
private but unlike those that are religious they don't have
e, body of celebrants; they do not need to be held in
Sfore a congregatron of worshippers; and they

have a tendency to degenera{e into
fie of which have little or no mean-
tfer them. It is implied that religious
lly meaningful in terms of a

en in primitive societies are
another from the socially
al exceptions it is only
o through a period of
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ACCORDlNG to Majumdar Taboo has three fold purpose

the oral don't dos_ and is
haviour:-In-simple —societies- :

jgy to-perOrm COmMU- ... * -

(1) Productrve associated “Withthe’ process “of- procurement-"'--.

of food and other basic necessities;
~ (2) Protective; keeping women, children and at times, men

away from dangerous places and/or srtuatlons actions’

or objects;
(3} Prohibitive; as among the Melanesrans one must not touch
the body of the chief without permission. Similar prohibi-
tion can be there with regard to the body of a .piiest, a
magician, amenstruating woman etc. etc,
TABOOS connected with acceptance or consumptrons of food
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reflect upon the social struclure of a society. In a caste system
as preveails in India, for example, there are set norms for an
individual to accept Kuchcha and/or pucca food from the mem-
bers of other castes. Taboos also may help in limiting tR& rights
of an individual during certain specific situations. Among the
Bantu, for example, a man is not allowed to sleep with his wife
till she is nourishing her child through her milk. Taboos alsc
protect the privileges of certain influential cr sacred persons
within a society. Some examples of Taboo in different Indian
tribes are as follows.

AMONG the Maler and the Oraon a woman is not allowed to
touch the plough. Kharia and Ho women, after marriage, face
severe restrictions regarding their entrance in certain parts of
the house of their parents. A Toda woman is not allowed to
cook the food, preparation of which requires the use of milk, A
Tharu man can not complain against his wife in the female
dominated society. In many societies intercourse during men-
strual cycle is prohibited. Many castes and tribes do not use
beef as food.

MANY anthropologists and sociologists have tried to reason
out the. cause of existence of Taboos but in vain. The only thing
we know about Taboosis that they form a part of the o|dest
unwritten law and qunte useful in the mainténance of s
order.

SYMBOLISM IN REL

MAN is a cultural being, which essel
symbol-using animal. Leslie Whij
symbolising animal. Indeed becau
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uses various other syrnbolsat
EDMUND Leach makes a

acity to symbose
Language is an
Mar

tween two phenomena -
(b). and ‘there is no intiing
that is to say (a) and {
Many foster says that
:Symbols ‘are often ar
the context.
IT HAS been said tha
bolic system.. Rites a
of religious symbols.

symbolically expresse§
the myth. It has been- <

tem is Llyod Warner’s analy

boundaries of the world of ths«

nies for dead. :
CEMETERY s separate and dlstmct from

M
- ephemeral and eternal - and symbohses endlng of“thezal

representation in both a city and garden of the dead. Two

. .symbols fuse and emerge in the collective thinking of people.
-. Garden is both 2 symbol of life and death.

WARNER analyses the meaning of the act of inserting the body
in the grave. Open grave is symbolising the uternus. The sa-
cred problem of graveyard is to provide ‘suitable symbols to
refer to and express man’s hope of immortality through the
sacred beliefs and ritual of Christianity. The cemetery is an
enduring physicat emblem, a substantlal and visible symbol of
this agreement among men that they will not let each other die.
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In seeing myth as account of the past that serves as charter for
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CLIFFORD Geertz interprets refigion as a symbolic system. Man
is always confronted with the constant imfingement upon him
of certain chaotic forces that give him a sense of analystic,
emotional and mcral impotence. The first involves ignorance.
Man is baffled because he has limited analytic ability to explain
various anomalcus events. The second involves pain; the ques-

tion is of making suifering sufferable even when..he. can .no ..

longer endure. And, the third involves injustice. Here man tries
to cope with a sense of ethical paradox when he reaches the
limits of his moral insight. The affirmation of these forces, as
well as the denial that they are characteristic of the world in
general, is made in terms of religious symbolism.

GEERTZ writes : sacred symbols function to synthesise a
people’s ethos. For him a symbol is any object, act, event, qual-
ity, or relation that serves as a vehicle for concept. This con-
ception is the meaning of the symbol. Cultures are symbolic
systems, and religion is its part. Geet's aim is to bafflement,
pain and moral paradox by synthesing a people’s ethos and
their worldview. He defines religion as (i) ‘A system of symbols
that acts (ii) to establish powerful, pervasive and long lasting
moods and motivations in men by (iii} formulating conceptions
of a general order of a system (iv) and clothing these concep-
ons w1th such an aura of factuallty that (v) the moods and

dheim, who treated sacred entities purely as
% eep furthered this analysis in his study
through in this analysis was be-
ay symbolic analysis of religion is
imbolic representation of time.
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the present, though we can easily distort Trobriand
conceptualizations of a world where" past present; and future

are connected; where the ancient past is /ived in the present; -

where next year's children are long-dead=spirits, returning in
new form. Similarly, the "dream time" of native Australians is
both another time long ago and another plane of reality that
coexists with the one human's experience directly. It is danger-
ausly easy to translate the terms of another people’s cosmol-
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_ ogy into the terms of or our—which we take to be “reality"—and
“then seek to analyze the constructions that resuit.
Another influentiai apprcach to myth has come from the French
anthropologist Claude Levi-Strauss. Levi-Strauss is seeking to
explicate the universal workings of the human mind by looking
at varied cultral forms as its arti-facts. The realm of myth is
crucial in this' enterprise because here human thought has its
widest' freedom. ‘Not "every imaginable form of marriage, house
style, or residence pattern is actually found; there are too many
constraints, too many possibilities that are unworkable for eco-
logical, technological, or purely physical reasons. But humans
can think all of these possibilities, and in myth their thoughts
have freest reign.
Levi-Strauss (1969, 1971) argues that peoples all over the world
are plagued intellectually by the contradictions of existence—by
death; by man’s dual character, as part of nature yet trans-
“formed by culture; by dichotomies of spirit and body; by the

__cantradictions_of descent from a first man (where did a non-
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incestuous first mate come from?); and so on. The realm of
myth is used above all to tinker endlessly with these contradic-
tions, by transposing them symbolically. Thus the gulf between
life and death can be symbolically mediated by rephrasing the
contrast the contrast mythically as-between an antelope
bivore) and a lion (carnlvore) By mtroducmg a hyen

tradiction.
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most of the work of deciphering them still-lies ahead.

Ritual

Anthropologjcal study of ritual has also undergone major trans-
formations in recent years. Rites had Leen viewed by Durkheim
(1912) and Radcliffe-Brown (1922) as reinforcing collective sen-
timent and social integration. The conient of rites—whether the
priest zigged or zagged, held a stick in his left hand or a leaf in
his right— was a secondary and seldom manageable problem.
As the content of cultural systems has been shown to be in-
creasingly systematic, with the bits and pieces seemingly less
and less arbitrary in relation to one another, such questions
now seem crucial. Anthropologists are now beginning to ask
them effectively. The nature of ritual symbols has been revealed
dramatically in the work of Victor Turner. Exploring the rituals of
the East African Ndembu, Turner (1967) has mapped an ex-
traordinarily rich structure of symbolism.

Here, then are the beginnings of a theory of symbolism that
transcends the Freudian and the crudely sociological : the royai
sceptor is neither simply a phallic symbol nor a symbol of the
power of the state—it is both, and that.is why it “works”. Indi-
vidual concerns are systematically related to public concerns;

. collectively enacted dramas have private and unconscious
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APPROACHES TO THE STUDY

EVOLUTIONISM

IN THE early years of anthropelogy, the prevailing view was
that culture generally develops (or evolves) in a uniform and
progressive manner. 1t was thought that most societies pass
through the same series of stages, to arrive ultimately at a
common end. This school of thought is called Evolutionary
School of thought in general and classical or 19th century
cultural evolutionism in particular. This school of thought, in
fact, came into being at a time when Charles Darwin's theory
of Organic Evolution with the publication of his famous book
‘Origin of Species’ (1859) was attaining renowned popularity.
THIS coincidence created contusion among the scholars re-
garding the gquestion of influence of Darwinism on cultural
evalutionism, though there is ne unanimity among the g

on this point of view. Taggart has strongly oppegéd
and suggested that, Darwin’s book Ori
appeared: in 1859, was too late to cagl
upon the evolutionary schemes- o i
major writings of pieneers of 1
ists like Tylor, Morgan, etc
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+~descent with modifications,
changmg continuity, it is a creative dynamic process

producing inheritable changes in lives of successwe o

.-generations.
Cultural Evolution 3 _
— Cultural Evolution is a process’by which different
successive forms in socio-cultural institutions or culture
of mankind as a whole are developed and accumulated
to constitute the growth of culture over different periods
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OF CULTURE AND SOCIETY

of time, but in a_continuity.

— Cultural Evolutionists used it as a methology to
reconstruct the history of mankind {culture) through the
ages by establishing stages of development in
sequence.

— Cultural Evolution may be teimned as a quest for cultural
‘similarities or cultural parallels or cultural regularities.

Difference between Biological & Culturat Evolution

1. All mankind draws its genes from a common gene pool.
Thus all mankind constitute a single species, the
species Homo sapiens whose members manifest
diverse types of cultural pattems.

2. Biological Evolution relates to the changes in the

fre uences of genetically delermlned characteristics

Jly determined characteristics.
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Classical Evolutionary School : (19th Century Uriity.

evolutionists) — Thus classica! evolutionists postulated that-in the
Basic Assumptions beginning .all cultures possessed similar and simple
— Unilinear Culioral Evolution : In this evolutionary culture traits, but they gradually developed into complex
scheme it is postulated that culture or cultures of world forms due to cultural developments.
pass through different-successive developmental stages  Salient Features of Classical Evolutionism
in unilinear fashion.

— The direction of evolution is always from simple to evolves in unilinear manner—stage after stage.

complex, similarity to dissimilarity and indefinite to 2. The direction of cultural evolution is from simple to

definite. ) _ complex, homogeneity to heterogeneity and from
— It postulates that genuine cultural parallels or culturat indefinite to definite.

similarities deveioped independently in all cultures in 3. Different stages of cultural development were based on

historical sequences. historical explanations (museumology, and comparative
— For cultural parallels it has been assumed that itis due method).

to man's ability to invent new things and ideas as well 4. Similarities in cultural traits or complexes were due to

as Psychic Unity of Mankind. parallel inventions and Psychic Unity of Mankind.

—pPsychic Unity of Mankind :

- urvwais—m—be%h—matenal-&_non_matenaL aspects of
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——— L-Middle Barbarism : Domestication of animals in the old world,
L) s cultivation of maize by lrrlgation abode & stone brick build--
; . ings in new world.

and Asia.

Sub arctic. =

Middle Savagery [Austratian & Polynesians} : Fish subsistence
and the use of fire
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1. Human culture.as a.whole. or socio-cultural institutions

Lower Barbarism : Pottery; ‘Afnerican |nd|ans tribes of Europe:-' B





