Students and Politics

Student of today are the future guardian of our nations destiny. Political
consciousness is, therefore an indispensable factor contributing to the growth and
development of a healthy public opinion on the part of future pillars of the nation.
But in no case should these young men and women be allowed to be uses as a
cat’'s paw of the selfish and self-centered shoddy politicians. Students must
cultivate a sublime sense of discipline, which is one of the first essential requisites
of democracy.

Should students take part in politics or not, has been one of the most baffling
guestions before all nations. Those who oppose the participation of students in
politics argue that politics is a dirty game. It disturbs the peace of mind of students.
It creates groups and parties and leads of permanents enmities. The primary duty
of a student is to pay single-minded attention to his studies. He cannot afford to
take part in the luxuries of politics.

Politics causes a great interference in the studies of students. Interest in politics
leads a student to an active participation in strikes, demonstrations and
processions. At times it brings him into serious clash with the college authorities or
the police. All this disrupts his studies and he loses his real purpose in life and
goes astray.

Those who support the participation of students in politic argue that education does
not mean mere literacy. It means a total and all-round development of personality.
Participation in politics makes a student aware of what is happening in his country
and the world around him. It also develops in him the qualities of leadership.
Instead of being a timid, shy, bookworm, he grows into an aggressive, dominating
and alert young man who knows how to fight the battle of life.

Participation in politics trains a student to be a good citizen. It gives him a training
in the democratic way of life. He grows into a responsible and cultured citizen who
IS an asset to the nation. It creates in him a sense of patriotism. He knows his
duties towards his country. He has a fair knowledge of the world. He develops
debating skills and he can always put forward his point of view with force and
conviction. He develops all the qualities of head and heart. He is rained for
leadership as a leader he develops such qualities as courage, sincerity of purpose,
a spirit of service, sympathy for his fellowmen, self-discipline and a devotion to
duty.

Student life is the formative period of one’s life. A student must develop all such
gualities in him during this period to enable him to lead a successful life. If he is



kept away from politics, he is likely to grow into a lopsided personality. If we study
the most of them did take an active part in politics even during their student days.

In conclusion we can say that a student should take part in politics but it should not
be an active participation. All activities are good if one remains within reasonable
limits. Students should primarily be involve in their studies and keep themselves
informed of what is happening around them. They should be prepared to join
politics only if the situation threatens the unity or the freedom of the country.
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The question whether students should actively participate in politics has been
debatable for a long time now. It has been controversial subject. Both who believe
they should and those who say they should not argue strongly on the merits of
their cases. The discussion goes on between the students, teachers and
politicians, but no satisfactory or convincing solution to the problem has come up.

Those who oppose their participation in politics put up a strong case. They argue
that politics being dirty game creates groups and parties among the students which
lead to permanent enmities among them. It naturally disturbs the peace of mind of
students and thus their studies suffer which is their prime area of attention at that
stage. The students in schools and college cannot afford to waste their time in
party bickering while they are required to pursue the prime duty of their studies. By
involving them in political tussle with each other we are not doing them any good.
They participate in strikes, demonstrations and processions. At times there is a
clash with the college authorities or the police, and the situation takes an ugly turn.
Many students are put behind bars. They have to follow cases in the court. Thus,
lot of precious time is lost not only to those who are actively associated but many
innocent students who really want to study. Thus, participation in politics spoils the
career of a student and make him useless for his futures life.

Now, those who support the proposition, also make out a strong case. They say
that education means all-round development. It does not mean only literacy.
Participation in politics leads to a harmonious development of personality.

It makes the student aware of what is happening in the country and the world
around him. It develops in him the qualities of leadership, instead of being a timid
and shy book-worm. He grows into an aggressive, dominating and alert Youngman
who knows how to fight the battle of life.



How a student can be deprived of a very essential training of politics during his
forming years of character and personality? Participation in politics trains him to
be a good citizen in the democratic way of life. He comes to know early in his life
how to be a responsible and cultured citizen of a country like India. Such people
will be an asset to the society tomorrow. He gains a fair knowledge of debating
and putting forward his point of view with force and conviction. He is also trained
for the leadership. As a leader in making he develops courage, sincerity of
purpose, spirit of service, self-discipline and devotion to duty. The great leaders
have been great students’ leaders in their student life.

Now it is difficult to decide whose view is carrying more weight. So the way out
seems to take the middle path. A student should take part in politics but not very
actively. All his activities should go with in some limits so that the prime concern is
not affected, that is, studies.
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Politics is a science which deals with the promotion of the general welfare of the
state and its people. Like any other science it has its rules and laws which when
put to work produce specific effects. Many debate about the participation of
students in politics but the truth is, there is nothing wrong in students
understanding the laws that govern the prosperity of their country. However, one
must realize that to run one must first learn to walk.

The word politics has acquired a reputation for being with all things negative. It
does not help to see our members of parliament hurling abuses at one another on
prime television. Where is the dignity?? Where is the respect for the constitution??
Politics is generally equated with agitation-constitutional or unconstitutional. This
takes on bigger proportions when all kinds of media are used to propagate it. The
escalating drama then rears its ugly head in the form of Bandhs, stone throwing,
and unrestricted violence. The result is almost always loss of life and loss of
property. Now this is the kind of politics that students should have no part of.

Constitutional agitation requires knowledge, acquaintance with the forms of
government in the country and an understanding of the socio-economic dynamics
of the country. It calls for educating the masses to understand their needs. It calls
for pressing on those in power, the need for reform in an educated and nonviolent
way. Students have no place getting involved in constitutional agitation either. This
requires knowledge of the constitution, the conditions of life- something the student
is yet to experience, and an understanding of the demerits of existing forms. The
mind of the student is not sufficiently developed to undertake all this work. Besides



youth is the age of enthusiasm. It is the time to learn, the time to soak in
experiences, the time to gather information. Without experience or knowledge, the
youth will end only propagating the views of others. It is important that he must
develop his own opinion based on the facts available. Youth is a stage in man’s
development where the mind is inexperienced hence prone to brash outrage.
There is enthusiasm yes. but it needs to be channeled in the right way for it to one
day turn into wisdom so that it can serve both him and his nation.

However, students can prepare for their sojourn in politics. They must use the time
they have at this point of their life when they are not hampered by family
responsibilities to study and gain information. Political science should put before
the children facts about the principles and history of government as per their
capacity to understand.

College students should be allowed to attend political meetings so that they gain
hands on knowledge of the goings on at these meetings. They should, however,
not be allowed to participate. It is the time to assimilate knowledge, harness it so
that one can use it when one has the wisdom to do so. College might be treated
as mock parliament and the students might be allowed to assail roles in this mock
parliament. Students will learn how to put their point across, they will learn to
accept criticism, and more important, they will understand that there might be
different ways of doing the same thing. They will gain perspective and valuable
experience which will allow them to make educated choices when they finally
decide to step ¢ into the world of politics.
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