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Nationalisnt : Courpeting Ideologies
and Con tr:astin g Visions

Incr r.oGy AND Iwtti.a.N IJt:;rcir-t()Gir. ril)l-lY

Iiarl 1,,'i:rnrrheini has pointcd or-rt that idcological repre:;entatioti car-i

i-,e r-onsi.lerecl cither as'thlst cr,;nriciortslless','a cleceptitln'. an<i :i

"ctrnsciorrs lic:', or as tire'otrtiook rner,it-abl)'associated u''ich a r-.ii't:li
l-ristr.rric:rl a1d soc.ial situatiop and the-Wcital-rst-hauung and sti'ic cr1'

tiroug;ht bour-id up r,r'ith it'; ariC rhat ii'r c.t)nc;:ete situations. these trvtr

"pp:t..rr11,rz 
polar espr:cts llrost cfir-:l-. tt:nd to 'ct-lalcsce' (Ii-. lr'Iarlnheirrr

'lL)7g: p,1;. 49if.). In the cuntext of lrrdian liisroric-rgrapirv tl'ris difTcren'-

tiril conception of ideologv has prorridcC the basic value-refbrence lbr
diyerr{ent interprerations of the nationaiis[ rno\rerllent and thought-

At one er-rcl of tire spectrllm, u,e harre tire nationalists fr;r r','honl the

ideologv ot rtationalism \^ras a great unifving force, an accurate re-

flectron of tlte ot'rjective conclition anel cont.radiction--r:olorrial
cxploitarion--that \vas central to the corpor;rLe life of societv at

large. It rvas the 'Weltanschauuns at flr'st, of tire en-rerging rriiddlc:

<,-lasscs. but soor-r spreacl to the entire rnass of'peopie, r,r'elding therlr

tou'arcls a corpol-ate rvili to be a n:rtioll.t At the other end of the

Spe(:t1-Ll1-I1, hourc'\rer, \ /cr har.r: thc: Canrbridgc scholars fot- w'horll the

srurlLr na-tionalist ideologl, (inciec:d airy icleology) was me rL'h' 2-t

, -fl-rc nrost arridulare exponcnt of chis poiirt 6f f i61,i"' is I)roL llipin Chandra- See

p.rrtic'trl;irlr' (1 987)
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convetrient label to l-iide rt,hat was essentially an unpriricipieci pursuit
of ecotron.tic and political atlvantage on tlre part of the diflbrenr elite
groul)s, in contpetitiolt u'ith each orlrer, alrvays in respor)se to arrd es-
sentially deterrnined by the imperial initiatives. The anti-imperialist
nationalislll was a'deception'and'a conscious lie'as borle o,-,i by th.
middle classes' collaboration,, and even collusion, with the colonial
state at difltre*t levels-2 These two porar positions based on excru-
sive couceptions of ideology are thernselves obviously ideolosical a,4
have been found too simplistic in either clirection by nrost sch,:la.s..
The several intermediary positions apply, in various combinatiols of:
both ti're partial as rvell as the total .ori."ptions of ideology-, ro I'dia.
nationalisnr, and describe it as botirgeois, elice, and cornmunal. As an
cxplessi<ln and rationalization of the interests ancl aspirations of t6e
bourgeojsie, the clite or olr the rnajority religious co11r1]gi1it1,, na_
tionalisrn of the subr:ontinerlt, nras certainiy a lllse representation in
this Vicw" l]orvev-er in its basically anti-imperialist char.acter, it w.as :r
true ieflection of the objective contradiction bet'uveen ttrc sociery as a
\r,ri1.r1. and inrperialisrl. T'htrs tal:en together, though imperfbct. lim_
ited' ambiguous or der ivative, Inclian nationalisrn, ar l.rrt in its later
St2{l'::, u'as indeed gentrirrcly natiorral.a

I-{istor iography }ras hitherto highliglited the clifferences berween
these Various readings of the nationalist ider:logy an6 also claimedthat thesc represent the nrultiple and cor-rtcsting power positionsrvithi, society-s But fbr our purpose, it is pertinerlt to unrayel the
basic similarities and value assumptions that und,erlie these polar
as rvell as inter-polar ideological positions. Despite real and seriotrs

? \&'hile 'Cail-rbridge Scholars' is cerrainly no rnonolirh, clevaluation of ideology
as a Illotol- force ir-r history is characteristir-- of all ,:Fthern; ftir: a strident fornrula-tiorr ol this iroint of vieu' scr- D. washbrook, particularly, his .r.li.. writi.gs
(197{:) and rvith ()J. Baker (1g76).
'r NationalisL extretnisttr has been urer tinre and again by the Marxist, Subalter*and Carnbr idge hisror ians; lor a criticisnr of .tl.rc: Iarcer, see R.E. Frykenberg(1978\' T' l\ayc'haudhuri (1973), H. Iipoclak (1g7g) arrd other reviews; rvirhi'rhe cQuntry, see M-S-S. Pandian (1gL)5). washbrook himself appears ro haveslrifted fr-om his earlierposition in his larerrvr:itinss:see For example his (1ggz).* See A.I\. Desai (1945) ancl recencly S. Sarkar (19g3).
s 

J. Chaturvedi (1990) would be one such :rmempr.
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t36 Nationalism without a Natitlrt in. lndia

differenccs especially betrr,,een the nationalisr and Cambr.idge sclrol-
ars, all thr:se: l-rist-oriogr aprrical coirstructio,s are erected ,rid ,r_rr,rr_-
taineci orr celtaiir fblmai premises, essellti alized. catep;ories, a.d
conceptual rnonoliths. The millenia-old dorninance of the upper
(-astes in the !'rre-modern. era, their politicallv srrcccssfui articulation
of the nationaiisi ideol,:gy during dre color-rial per-i6ci, their subse-
quent Ilear-nlonopolistic assunrption of porver w,ithin both t6ecivil and political- societies to the exclusion of the mass of lower
castes, Mtrslirns and tribals in inrlependent Inclia, have helped i.the lristoriographica[ 6orrtruction, socioiogical elaborarion and po-
litical maintenance of a cornplex nationalist mythical lore, as a nlas-
ter-rarrafi're, of the natiori's becorning. Such a lore w,oven ar-ound
[he nou' \vorn out categories of .o,rrrrunalism, nationarirrr, ,rr.r i,r_
periaiisnr infortns, of course in a difFer.enrial rnanner, the diflbre.t-histor iog.apliicril schools.t' Parallel to tl-re lines of contestation a*ong
tltemseh'es iir irrterpreting the details oi histor),, there also runs a nottoo thin lirre of consens!-IS on the basics of nationalist ideology in the
L-rdian contert- T'his agreecl-upon nationalist nlyth has hit6erto suc-
cessfullr' nrauaqed to project the formation of a sorneu4rat 6olro9-.
enized' qtrasi-class from anlong the .scatterecl, tladitionally doleirrrl.rc
co, rllur)iries, as the err-ler8rellce of trre- nation. In otrrel words, the ap-plicatio, of the Man,heimian clistinction befiveen rire .orrr.iou ii"
and Weltarlschauung of the age by n-roclern Inclian historiographies is
sornervhat strperficial. IJrrderllrills such a distinction is a vast area ofnon-distinction or conseresus that is definitely relatecl to the identity
of tlre societal po\\rer-position they speak fronr, t,is-d-uis the culturally
scattered and presumably inarticulate masses

T'he nationalist mytirical core that underlies all schools of hith--
et to claborated histor:iographies can be d,econsti-ucted irrto a set of-

n T'he Subalterrr historiographers, to the exterlt cliac they have pointecl out t6e
':xistenc:e of other 

'oices, divergent in trajectory frorl that of t6e elite leader*sliip, ar-rd have recosnized rhe no*-ernergence of the ""u"", ,;,;;"0 ,.i*r"., 
"breakthroush' Rr-r[ beyond this- they too share with the rest ali the other,rajorpropositions erlull-Ierared belou'; r,"'orking rvithin an extrenlely narrow clata-base,\voln-oLrt conceptions of nation and nationalisrn (as anti-Britishisnr) and refirsi.eto recognize the culture-specific power configuration within society. They 6aveIargely failed ro inrerpret trre subailern voices i. the fierd.
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i:i#p'iopositions, corlcerning political arvakening in general and. lation-

'ffilirn in particular, as fbllows: Political awakening iir the subconti-
ffie"t was a late phenonlenon of the fourth quarter of the nineteenth
l.fe'entury. Until the Gandhian phase, political.activity was lirnited to

;i.'iih" elites of var^ious description and the masses in general were apa-
' ''thetic and evetl dornrant. Politics itself rneant only that articulation

and activity rvhich was addressed to, pref,erably against, rhe colonial
state. Nationalisnr, in both fbrm and substance,,came from the 'west

and was expressed through rhe sole channel of the middle classes.
Outside of these groups, there was no nationalism. Nationalism
'in'colonial countries is considerecl to be a special category and in
the context of the sr-rbcontinent is to be understood only as pan_
Indianisrri ar-rd anti-imperialisrn. Sections ot6er tlran the mid-
dle classes, i.e. the iorver castcs, lvltrsrim masses and tribals, came
to Participate in public liIt at the instance of the divide and rule
policy olt the British. The somervhat unautho rrzed, and autononlous
assertions of these otlrer sections, being neither pan-Indian rlor
anti-irrper:ialist in form, were rror rrational but its polar opposite-
cornrrrurlai u,hether religious, casteist, ethnic, linguistic or *hrr.r,.r.
Imperialisnr, embod,ving a rvell-rounded value system, was anot6er
polar opposite of nationalisrn and hence, of ttrose who chose to call
thetrrselves nationalists.'I'he nationalists, the sole articulators of na-
tiorialist ideology i* che subcontinent, stood equidistant fron. corrl-
munalisn-r and imper-ialism; that any challenge to the nationalism of
the middle classes was inspired either by .orrr.rr.rrral or imperial-
ist ideas (the latter bei'g Eurocentric). The Gandhian genius and
'subsequent political mobilization evenrually neutralized, all buc one
form of communalisrn, brought. the masses und,er the true national-
ist hegemony and defeated inrperialism. This is.the myrh ar the core
of Indiarl rrationalisrn. This rvay of representing political awakeqing
and ,ationalism comrnorr to alr forms of historiography, if not per--
ceivable as a 'conscious lie', u,as certainly not the 'weltanschauung
of the age, and this sameness of perspective is related to the identity
of the social position they all speak fiom.

The application in the earlier chaprers, of the recenr develop-
ments in the sociology of nation and nationalism, as elaboratecl in
our theoretical paradigne of double congruence between culture.and
power, lead us through the historical landscape, to areas not usually

j

I

1



:

-! :.

138 Nationalis{n without a Nation in India

recoglrized as the national. Il\-en a cursorli sur\rc), rc've2led that the

filasses \\rere in no \\rry apathetic or dormant and there rn"'as in fact

a reslessness all over the subcontinent. It also revealed the fact that

political consciousness arose much ear-lier, was more rvidespread, and

political activities ilanifested. thernselves in multiple and contesting

rvays. Nationalisrn itself was neiti-rer a rnonolitir r-ror rvas nationalist

ideology the irronopoly of the dominant communities.
Outright denial of all these and other facts or de-legitimization

of them by branding thern casteist, cotnrllluralist, regionalist etc., is
crucial for the elite articr-rlations of nationalism in tl-re sr-rbcontinent

to be considered the ''W.eltanschauung of the age'. Jb understand
however, the real import of the elite nationalist ideolo$r, it is vital
to contextualize it rvithin the realm of plural and conflicting political
arvakenings and articulations in colonial India. T'he 'Weltanscirauung

of the age might then appear as more tire-Weltanscleauung of an in-
choate, ernerginu coalitiorr of ruling groups, and certainly not that of
a natiotl.

This chapter is therefore intended co analyse and delineate che

uiultiple and c-orrtending ways in which nationalist ideology was ar-
ticulated and the nation irnagined

NnrroNALrsM AS AN Ineolocv

Theorizing on rration, nationaliry and nationalism in general has pro-
ceeded rather exclusively along either the subjective or the objec-
tive factors that constitute such phenomena. Nations are presumed
to have certain objective characteristics such as language, race, reli-
gion, ter ritory or history urlrich either singly or ir-r conrbination
distinguish them Frorn othcr nations. Protection and pronrotion of
these, in competition :rnd conflict u,itl-r other natior-rs, then becomes
nationalism. Alternatively, nations are considered zls collectivities
built on the subjective consciousness of idcntity of kind, comlr.lon-
aiity of interests, and a u,ill to be a nation. F{ere political asset tion
and actualization of such a conscioLrsrless or will beconres national-
ism. On the basis of such divergent theoretical orie ntations, riation-
alisnes have been classified as cultural or political respect-ively. Most
scholars see 

.Western 
natiorealisnrs as political and the Eastern ones
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as ,cultural. The alternate classification of the nineteenth ceirtury na-
tionalisms as political and the tr,vencieth century ones as cultural, al-
rers the above geographical, dichotonry only rnarginalil,. Outright
r,noral evaluation of nationalisms is als,r noticeable;'W'estern national-
isms are considered genuine, progressive and secular while those of
the East, are imitative, conservative and prirnordial. This is so because,
we are told, nationalistn is a doctrine invented in the West and sub-
sequently transported to the resc. The ternls East and 'West, origi-
nal1y applied to intra-Europe differences w,ere later transferred to the
halves of the globe.7

Taking a cue frorn Gellner, however, ollr- own approach has been
to describe the riationalist phenonlena as clre double congruence
betrveen culture and po\ rer-a conrbinatiorl of' both the strearns
of theorizing-the process of lrornogenization of power within
culturc: as the tratrsition to nation, the transference of power fiour
without, i"e., the asser:tion of distinction and the demancl for self-
determination--as the nationalist rnover-nent and the confJruence
betvreen the two processes as nationalism (see chaptcr l). Such a

theoretical elaboration assunles variability of both actualization and
occurrence of contestation at e\rery level of nationalisin in concrete
]ristorical circuntstanics. Nationalisnr as a forrn and nranifesratiorr of
modern poiitics is about groups in conflrct fbr power-social, po-
liticai, and econotrric-and as an ideology it is always arriculateci in
tlre context of neulriple ideologies (G. lllherbon 1980: pp. 4Lff.).
Excluding therefore, those that stand explicitly for non-congruence
of culture and power, all ideologies indeed have narionalistic irn-
plications or dineensions variably expressed, whether or not they
label thernselves as such.'what we are suggesting is that national-
ism as a rnodern ideology can never be a nronolith withire particular
cultures; instead, it is always pluralistic and. contesiinglv articulatecl.
Natio'alist political awakening, i.e., political awake*ing rhat as-
pires to a new culture-power corlgruence, is basically a c-ontesta-
tion among social and economic groups as to l-row the congruence
is to take place. While the contestation betwcen fbrc:es opposing an<l

' Se., ctre earlier references to nationalism in
H. Kohn (1965), K.l\. Minogue (1969), and L.L.

chapter [, particularly those of
Snyder (1954).
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140 Nationalism withoui a Natioyt in. India

those supportillg congruence under colonial circurnstances tends to
be exaggcrated, the primary contest iror.vever relllarns witirin culture
in the reahn o{t how the nation is to be constituted. The external
struggle, its form, duration, tlature, and intensiq, are not ultrelated to
the basit; internal struggle. In this sense. it is poor theorizing, firstl1,,
to clr'rb together pre-modern quasi-national movements with rnod-
ern natiortalisrn and describe all of them as rnaniGsrations of pri-
mordialisrrl; and secondly, to describe in monolirh fashion modern

'ationalisms 
of particular geographic regions, or: epochs of history,

as either cultural or political. It is also inaccurate to ser up an en_
tirely new categorv called colonial nationalism as a sub-monolith
outside che general theoretical fiamework. The variable ald con-
testing nature of ntodern nationalist ideologies had, becn poipted
out by Carlton Hayes, r.vho found that the so-called political 1a-
tionalisms of tlre .West, from a different perspectirre apC at certain
phases, presented therrrselves as cultural, ancl that cultural-national
chauvinislrrs are certainly related to cheir own internal struggle for
power-distr. ibution. 8

'Nationalism is a doctrine inventecl in tlrc West' rssr:rtctl I(]rad-
dourie- Scholars bcfore and after him have taken this fbr. granted, anci
within the subcontinent too, this is being repeaterl acl nauseam, both
in and out of context.Whac hortever this scholarlv insight of appar-
ent consensus ignores is tlre crucial distinction between {brm and sub-
stance in nationalisrn. If by nationalism is meanr the style of ttrought,
its terminology, its forrnulation inclucling rhe hisrorically specific form
of the nation-state with all its formal paraplrernalia, then it v,.as cle-
veloped in the'West. If however nationalism means rhe corning to-
gether of culture and power, a kind of social and societal change in
which ascription is challenged and the social power balance in gen-
eral is tilted towards the hitlrerto excluded masses within culture, and
also au aspiration of cultures lor recognition air,J self-rJetergrination
then nationalism is neither an inventiore of the-West nor its rnonopoly.
domain. Complex agrarian cultures every.where, to a greatei- or lesser
degree, wittrin their own space and tirne specifrcities have expressed
both these tendencies of cultural assertion and po,wer lr,ornog;enization

I C' Hayes (1931) notes the simultaneiry of waning of liberalism rnirh rhe wax-
ing of narionalism, p.163 ff.
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,in set'eral spheres of for^mal life. T'hc errreirg;ellce, for exan. prlc of cui-
'tural rvholes-speech cornrnurlities--containing the u,trole range
.of social classes, is an accornmodation of the egalitarian aspiration of
the iabouring rrra.ssesas rnell as an assertion of collective identity-The
substantial isstres of contestation in the context of modern national-
isnts in all societies are therefore internal to their owrl specific form
of development. These are to be traced to their individual histories,
in order to grasp wlrat finally determinecl the nature and outcorrre of
the nationaiist struggles as r,lrell as to predict their future course. The
forrn and the idiorn were certainly borrowed, but primarily to express
and resolve the historical dialecdc of each sociery. T[re determinative
po\ /cr of the imported idecliogical firrms anci styles however, is not to
bt: overl-atcd particularlr' ',vlren the culturc concerned has a Iong and
conrinttous history. Vierved from these sornerv]rat tentative theoretical
perspecrives, tlre nationalist articulations of colonial India appear to
have the follorvirrg ciraracteristics: One, a rather low ievel of articu-
lation thror-rghout thc entire per:iod under <iiscussion; it is notewor-
thy thar not a single ideologue of statllre, not to speak of corxensus,
emer ged. in [ndia. Itrstead, ideology rvas articulated piecerneal, often
shifting positions over titne, thus creating enorrrrous scope for rlulti-
ple and eYen contradictory interpretations later. Two, nationalist ideas
and fbrnls were appropliated ancl articulatecl here, not in irnitation bur
prirnaril;' to express lclcal concerns which v/ere in co.tinuiqr 14dgl1
the lristory of thb subcontinent. Several studies have higlilighted the
fact that the Indian freedorn movement drew its inspiration frorn one
or another of the European revolutions--the French, the American,
the English, the ltalian, the German, the Irish, the Tirrkish a,d the
Russian, as well as, frorn rire Fascist anil Nazi ideologies. Flowever,
the Indian moven-'ent carlnot be understoori in terms of any one or
more of these; ideas were certainly borrowecl but they rvere rnodi-
fied arrd transfornred to express substantial issues peculiar to the sub-
continent- It is the historical development and tire modem hisrorical
colrtext that would provide a rrreaningful explanation of Indian na-
tio*alisnr, not ctre ideas that are prcsumed to have come from the'West-'e 

Three, following irr a broacl sensc the long historical dialectics

" See E Giueseppe (1993), p.

(1983) an<l H. Brasted (1980).
K-. Kaushik (1984), M. Sadig
(1925) described rhe siruation

Heelrs (1984).
S.N. Banerjee
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of the pre-modertt era, the oolarization process during the cololial
perioci chat tended to aggravate pre-exisring social cleavages and the
subsequertt piuralist political awakenins, it cor-rid be said that 1atiol-
alist ideology in the subcontinent was articulated initially trichoto-
n.ousili and eventually settled dorvn to a contentious dichotorny. The
forn.rs of nationalism described belorv ale distirrguished on rhe basis of
che predominance of particular aspects of nationalisnr rather than ex-
clusive characters.The trichotonly conlprised the political nationalislr
of the lower caste rnasses, the ethnlc 

"nd linguistic nationalism of the
tribals and regional culture-groups, and finally the cultural nationalisru
of an eireerging pan-Indian rlpper caste/class elire (C. Heirnsath 1964:
pp. i 32{f .).

'while it \\ias fi-eely accepted that India was cornposed of sev-
eral nations artd rtationalities in the rather general sense of culture-
glotlps, castcs. c-orlllttunities. tr-ibes and linguistic groups, neither the
IJritisir rtor the cnlerf]ing pan-[ncliarr elite was rvilling to see rhe sub-
contineni as cotlsistirrg of distincr, i.{entifiable and ter:ritorially con-
tiquous ethnic and lingtristic nations such as in lirrrope, for example.
Iror tl-re llritish, an adnrission <>f similarity r",ith E,uropc rvould ruean
grarrting of eqtrality to the Easr as the otlrer. Their actions-
piec.emeal conquest, ihe organization of largc port-cerltered presi-
dencie's arld the erection of rrniform administration-contributed
much to the denial :rnd disnrpriorl of tire orderl1,, thor-rgh unevenh,
developing ethnic diversity. This irrrperial perceprion ancl practice
suited the eirrereing dominant-sanskritic elite group too, as they
dreamed of trartsforrning themselrres into the pan-Inclian successor
to the Britisir.'Within these multilevel constraints ethnic anct lin-
guistic ideology could express irself o*ly marginaH), a.d indirecdy,.
Tl-re tr,ibal uroups, wherever territorially contiguous, dicl articulate
such are ideology. i{owever, these articulations were in general late
in being l-reard, and nrareinal to the overall socio-polirical dyr-ranric
of thc subcontinent. The port-presidencies of Benuai, IJornbay', :rnci
Madras too trrere not free of ethnic and linguistic nationalisnls; tl-re
ascendancy of the 'fbnril Brahmin groups in Madras crearcd ethnic

accurately cnouglr: 'l lectured upon
nren co abjure his revolurionary ideas

M:tzzili br-rt took crlre [o tell the yorrrrs
,p. 4().
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nation:rlist rer,,erberacions among the Malayalis, Kannadigas alld the

Teiugus. Ip Bombay and Bengal many of the so-called pan-Indian
ideoiogies could be better understood as Maharashtrian and Bengali

national aspirations and tlrese too generated reactions in the Gujarati,

Oriya, Bihari, and Assararese areas.rt) Florvever these fbrrns of political
arvakenins and national articulation could not, during the colonial
peri.od, spread or sustain themselves in the face of the overarching
political discourse of the irnperialist-nationalist continuum rvhich
was pan-Indian in both structure and ideology. In otirer rvords, the

over^whelming and pan-Indian horizontal cleavage that developed as

a result of colonialism, an interactive process first of both collabora-
tion and then of confrontation between t',"^/o sets of elite, largely and

ar Jeast for the tinie being, or.ershaclowed the historical agenda of di-
verse ethnic groups ar-rd left the fieid open fbr the two maire contest"-

ants--the poiitical and cultural nationalisnrs both articulated at the

1;ali-ln<liarr levcl.

Cttl tt ral I\ ati o r rulisrr t

The articulatior-r o{t cultural nationalisnr revolves around first,, the
belie{i concerning the distinctness, integrity, uniqrreness and supe-
rir',r'iry of- olrr"s cuittrre and sccond, tlrc' clairn that srrch a ctrlture is

the proper ancl legitirnate repository of collective and deterntina-
gi1,6r porver.'Ilhe c:ulture is named and identified, its contours deline-
ated and lineage traced, its rise and fall in history noted and potential
threats to it identified. Then this sanctified culture, with its internal
power--configuration, is projected as the normative urodel for the
present and future n:rtion. Firully, the demand is raised that collective
power corlgrue rn ith this 'national' culture. Clultural-nationalist artic-
ulation is thus a process that sets fbrth the nation as an ideological-
ctrlttrral construct. The complex process of selection, rejection,
modification and codification of a normative national culttrre fiom
anrorpl'roLls pr-e-nrc>dern traditions clocs not mke place in a vacuurr.

For thc risc of ctl-rnic :rnc1 regir:nal t-or-rsciousncss. in ditTcler-rt :Iloas, sec
(llrarrdr:r (19fi2a) :rncl (lgL)z), MJ l{oshy (1,()72), N.l(. Atoorart (19t}(D,

llancrjcc (1992). O. [{einrsath (19(>4), cl'r.VI etc.

l{l

S.

S.

lo



144 Nationalism without a Ntatiort in hxlia

Nations and natior-ralisn-rs, not only as forms of rr ansitiorr li-onr o*e
kind of society to another, but aiso as ideological-cultural consri:ucrs,
need to be situated rvithin one and the same socio-historical contexr
and understood both as a continuiry and a break in history. [n orher
rvords, tlre natioll as at1 inragirred conrrrrur)iry c>r-JS a nationalist irr*
vention callllot be detached fiom politico-economic transitiops and
uuderstood solely in terms of either nrodelr-rity or pre-modemity

Beliefs concerning what the nation is or ougirt to be, in ternis
of either culture or power, in the subcontinent begarl to be prececl
together during the early colonial period. Apart from the poiitico-
econornic or structural context delineated in the earlier chapters,
certain aspects of the ideological context for tl-re articulations of r-ra-
tionalisrn need to Lre pointed out here. The first is rhe ser of bc:liefs
and articulations of the Br:itish concernine the subcontinent\- society
and culture. l-ire nul-nerous ways in urhich 'they' represented Ilriia
provided the ideological environ u,ithin r^.,hich the nationalist self-
perception took shape. The second is the ser of beliefs :rncl articula-
tjons again of the British, concerning tl-reir o\^rn national society apd
cultttre. i-e-, the ideal uation; the number of iclerilogical prernises,
often impiicit, that underlay the nerv juridico-adrninistrative infi-a-
structure also provided the envir-on within rvhiclr rhe self-pcr-ceptiog
of the nation took sirape. These rwo sets of beliefi; held by the co-
]onial bureaucracy are advise dly character.ized, as the context or en-
viron, and not the determinants of nationalist ideology.,r For as we
have repeatedly poi,red out, it is the substantiar issues iqternar to the
subcontinent'.s hiscory that ultimately determined the social po\,ver-
configuration within the nation, albeit ire the nrodem ideological
idiclm and structural context-

The process of piecing together the culttrrai nation begal clurilE
the last quarter of tlte eiglrteenth cenrury witli the orie ntalist proJL-cL
in ISengal' It spread subsequently among the emerging rnidclle classes
in all tl-re important regions, the process continuing till the epcl oi

ri Nacion as a cultural construct needs co be contextualizecl withilr the nation
as socio-political changc- Therefore Il. Inden'-s orientalisr tl-resis (1986, 1990)
would be incomplete if r)ot seen in the context of acrual re-hierarchicalizati.r-r
of society during the colonial period and if orientalisni itself is not recognized as
a collaborated venture of trl,o power srollps.
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frh. colonial period- The historical cultural discovr:ries ol'the early
:. qgientalists, working in and at,ound Fort Ifi/illiair, C-lai.cutta, regarding
:. - . .t .ri.,llie Aryan myth, tire Sanskrit language, and the sacred texrs, laid the
-n,6qgndation for al1 subsequent cultural, nationalist articulations in the
- subcontinent- 

'While the precise formulation of rhe icleology is rrr
be taced to Orientalism, the project itself needs to be understood,
as a process and product of a collaboration and coincidence between
two sets of sources-imperialist and native.12 E,vidence is not lacking
to show that cultural pride ire the subcontirleret pre-dated coloniai-
ism and it occurred sirnultaneously in several regions as a reflection
of the social power-position of the articularirig groups.13 Cultural
nationalisrn here, then, is both a break with, as well as a continu-
iry in,history. The first significant aspect of this cultural. narionalist
ideology was this: ever since the late eighteentlr ceptur,y the cul-
tural core of the nation-to-be, though r.,ariousiy named. as the Aryan,
Indo-Aryan, Sanskritic, Sanatan, caste-I{indu, I{indu or e./en Ind.ian,
came to be identified with the Sansl<ritic, rextual traclitions ofVedic,
Brahminism. Civilization itself was supposed to ha.,,e daw,ed, on
this subcontinent with the advent of the Inclo-Aryans rvho were a
branch of the nlaster Nordic races of the Northerri hernisphere. The
two bra,ches of the Aryan stock wbre ,on-problematically iden_
tified with the present day Brahneinic upper casres an4 ttre Brirish
rulers- Sanskrit,.. the sister languagc of Greek, through the D6arrnic
texts is presumed to have preserved the cultural heritage of the na-
tion and to be the root of all subsequent vernaculars, in terms of
both language and culture. The cultural-spiritual soul of the nation
to be born was thus identified and baptiz-ed,. The seconcl aspect was
that the territorial spr:ead of this cult*ral core was supposed to be
co-extensive with the sr-rbcontinent itself, though again clifferentially

r? See R- Schwab (198a); L. f'aliakor, (197a);{. N{ar:shalr (erJ.) (i97rj);J. Leopor<i
(1970); R'Thapar {1975); C-Jeffrelot (1995) an<I D. Kopf (1969).vivekananda
went to the extent of seriously considering Max Mullei- ,, , ..1,-,.ar1ation 6{:
Sankaracharla himsele 'Iv{y impr-ession is chat ir is Sa}rana who is born again as
Max Muller to revive his own conlrnental'y on the Ve<las- [ have had. this no-
tion for long' [t became confirme<i in rry mind, it seerns after I had seen Max
Muller'.Vivekananda (i965) volVI p. 495.
1" See for exarnple Sachau, E.c. (ed) (rgr4) Alberurti,s India pp.22 ff.
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rramed tl;c Ar-iavart, r3halatvarsli, Hinclustan, Brjtisl-r Ernpire, colo_
ni;rl state or e\/tlll Tnclia.Veclic L}-ahruinisrn, through religio-cultr-iral
symbolisr;e and a consenslrs r.,alue system, was supposed, to have
given unirv and integrity arthough i. an uneven manner to the e,-tire spread of-tire subco,ti,ent.. -fhe apparent contradictio' bet*,een
cultural rninir-nalisnr--Vedic ljrahnrinism as the nation anil the ter-ritorial maxirnalisrn-pan-Indian spread-as tire state was soughtto be resolr'-etl rlrrough.trre rnediation of the popurar yet nebuious
concept of Hindu/Hinduisrn/'Hiredustan. rhr""jn this conceptual
spectrlun, tinderstood either in religio-cultural or in territorial t..mr,Vedic llrahrni,isrn as an ideology re-e,gulied the subcontireent
novrr transfor*red into the colonial state, tlr,,,, creating a pan-llciian
'ciigio-culttrral 'ationalism on tire nrodels of pr.-rroJ".ri Irrrrr, ,rrd
c]rristianitr'- The third aspect r.,r,as trrat t[r. .rr-r.res and prinr:ipres of-the social or-ganization of this ctricur:al nation were to be derived ancldefined throuqh a Presurlreci polar opposition to those of the -west,
EuroPe' and llritish imper-iaU.srn or sinrply ,roclerni ty.rfthe-west v,ras
rnateria]ist, \'e were spirituar, if indiiridualist, then we \\rere corpo_
iate' if competitive and conflictual the* our culture was organic anclh;u'*o'ious- A,d fi,ally, perhaps the nrost decisive presumption wasthat' if westerll society rvas baseci on uniforin rigtits for inrlivid,,ais,
tl'ren E'astern socieq' was organized around. differential duties {br ,at-
uralh' ordained, strarified groups. Indeed this rriera.rchicalvr.;;
<>rdering of groups with presulned narural tendencies and aptitudes
was hailed as the great national-social synthesis effected by tire so-called Aryan genius that contained the core of the continuiry fromthe past, through the presenr, ro the future of the cultural nation. Thisnational-proper, conceptualized, differentially as societal synthesis, so-cial econom)/, Flindu genius, ,ationar reeacy etc. was not onrv consid.-ered the appropriate foundation to buiicl the natiorr on, but also rhegreat hidian message to thc srife-ridclen modern world. The ideol-ogy'then called Lrpon the,ation to recog..tze its u,iqueness in these.(above) ternls, to feel collective, culturat pride in its l-reritage, and tor:nite ;rl;d oppose everythirlg that thleatened its continuance, regen-eration and reassertion in modern times.

T'hese three dimensions of curturar nationalist ideorogy; vedicBrahrninism as the c,rturar core, a pa.-Indian territoriJ extent,and an ar-rtagonistic polariry rvith the west,/mod.ernity.-becarne the.

146

t3

I

:l



Nationalism : c.ompering Ideorogies and con,ra-s t i ttg vi sions 147

sacrcd rcl)ets 01^ tlre Itcu' civil religion and in{brnreci :rll [rrther. e]abo--
rations and c<;ntu,ersies. Tbgether t[re1, for rned a singie perspective
for the middle class, .atio,alist movement to vieu, the past, present,
and future of the narion in the making. They were arso used as a
touchstorle to test the nationalness or othe.wise of persons, n10ve_
ments and ideologics, a,d trrey deterrnined the bo.,,rj"ry line of ex_
clusion froitt, and i,clusion *.ithi', the sacred preci,cts of the nation
that was seen, in Andersont words,.to be arisi,g from its hoary past' to loo,r large over the present a,d to extend into trre future,.

Apart from the collaborative nature of trre prbcess, particurarry thedeep commitment and contribution of irnperialist and orienralist
scholarship, tlrrough u'hich cultural nationalism in the subcontinent
\vas cot-lstructed, what str-ikes one is the rapid and steacly erlrergenceof consensus approaching unanimiry .orr.J.rring tire cultr-rrai .atio,,alnong the linguisti<;ally a,cl regio,ally scatterer], ,Jonrina,r upper
castes, rvlro w'ere turning into a pan-lndian midcile crass. The rris_torv of this co.sensus ,Jid have stages, was not always ii,ear and rvaseven contesred at ti,res- Initiarly, co,troversy raged between trre or_tl-roclox and tlre heterodox sections around socio-religious issues. Thedebate then became political ancl bifirrcatecl between the Moderatesa,d the Extremists; parallel to these was che disagree,re,t over theprecedence of political over social reform or vice_versa. If lJengal,saprproach to these prrlblents rt'as in general romantic and id,eologi-
cal, Bomba-y'.s \^,'as pragnratic and actio,-orientecr. At the turn of thecentury however, as the nationarist movement surged ahead partic_ularly in Bengal, reformism gave way ro revivalisJr which was ap_propriately re-christeriecl and seen as 'reforrn along national li,es,.Discontentrrient, horn'ever, over rrre insufficiency of .ati..ar re_forne and/ or rhc- excessivery partisa, way i. wt-rr.t-, ,.r"" .;;;rar na_tion was defi,ed, clid surface time arrcl again urithin the r-nove,,rerltitself- Surely a reileat performa'ce of trre past, pure and simpre, wasnot the agenda' The inchoate gloups, th.ough their differential for-rnulations of tradition, did stancl for some ,l.t of reform and rvereanxious to absorlr what they, perceived to be the strong aspects of'w'estern 

culture, a.d to that extent were wilring to acrjust their ownculture' Having said trris, however, it rnust be poi,ted. out trrat trreentire range of issues, colltroversies and debates rvithin the emerg-ing groups was largely peripheral to wider society-, particularly in the lq
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concrete historical cclntext. rn,trich vr'as overcast rvith rnucl-i morc racl-
tttHIf'l?'.n*ge 

in the coroniar contexr was looked upon by
the native dorrrinant groups either offensively or defensively as nloves
initiated and abetted b;, the f,:reign rulers a1d pot as a tlemand oi
the. historical dynamics oi the subcontinent itself. A progressive stance
uis-d-uis specific issues was only too easil), mainrained rvithin a per_
fecciy corlservative fiame of rnind and often enough this vanished
quickly lvhen put to the test or was forced to extend to otfier is-
sues.Thking sides on such issues did not lead to the devcloprner-rt oia
cotlsistent and distinct attitudinal or ideological viewlroint on overall
social and societal relations. The realrn of reforrn and thus contro-
vers% iay rn'ell outside the r:ultural nation in rvlrich conserlsus reigned
sufrrenle, and therefore ttrere was no cotnpact imaginabie vu,irh thr*rsc:
-who challenged the cultur:rl nation itself in the naine of' rcfirrrn.
Under such circumstarlccs, it r.vas not the ditGrent:es, cir:bates, con-
troversies or rivalries among the rniddle classes but the r-rnderlying
consensus, explicit or implicit concerning the trasit- premises 9i tfte
cultural nation, that came to play a cruciali), clc,te.rninarive role irr
tire realm of politics and ideology. The silent as r^.,eil as lrot-so-silent
consensus alnong the middle classes concerning rlic tl-l:'e,: cJin-ien*
sions of the cultural-nationalist ideology as thc irleological mini.-
nulrl, and its socio-politicai implicatrons, permeated. the v",holLr L-ange

of their modern intellectual activities laying che foundation fbr. thc:
emergence of a civil sociery specific to the subcontinenr.'Whetirer
it was the early period in which ideological articulation was rhe ex*
clusive priviiege of the educated of the presidentiai [c)wrns, or tire
period of transition, when attempts were made rn jth lirnited su6cess
to rope in the rurai elite, or the later period in which rrass activ-
ity finally emerged under Gandhian leadership; ar no poirrr of tirle
was the cultural mininrtrm of tl-re nation-to-be challcnged fi:o,,..
within the rnovement itself. Across regions too, the sarrle consensus
came to mark the political awakening of the upper castes in Bengal,
Bombay, Madras and subsequently other. areas. This sineilaritry across
r:egions needs to be explained not only in ter-ms of'the overpower-
ing imperialist tutelage, but also as a reflection of the itlenrirl, of the
power position rhese groups occupied within sociery. Whether rt
was the progressive Raja Ram l\4ohan Roy, or the conservative l)eb
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:: Kant, the moderate Jtistice RanatJe or the exrremist Tiiak, the fi.ac-
, t]orr gloups 

3r tle Acharyas or rhe Ay'eirgars 
"r rrr. ;;;, rvrrer6er' the new civil religion was seen as distinct from the traditional' orr. as by Naoroji and Mehta or as identicar as by Aurobindo andviveka'anda; u4rether Hi,du curture was interpreted in a geographi_' cal sense as by Savarkar or in a reiigio-.,rlt,r."l sense ", b'u Gandhi;

and whether rhe ideorogies operared formarly from ;d; ;e InaianNational Congtess as a political body or chose ro have rheir "*,,;;_tinct and at t'
eralpa*v,'".1il!iilfi :T'::ffi ['i,"r:fi: jji:*::i,[,J,i11jl;
such as Hindu Marra Sabha etc, these differ.:,ces did ,", ,m.; ,r*essential understanding shared by them an. They alr urrd.erstood whatwas at srake, what needed ro be srre,gthe"J;r;;;';!n, ,o b"fought against.la e

Articulations co'cerrri,g trre curttrrar nadon-to-be were noc rim_ited to those rvithin trre narrow realm of formar poritics, but ex_tcnded to all i' che different areas of public Iife tha.t eventuallycame to consriture civil sociery in th" ,,rb.ontinent; this incrudedjournalistic proli*rations, riterary i,raginations and academic para_dig,.s- 'while nor rnany critical'rt,r.ii"l ir;;" been forthcoming onjournalism durirrg the c<;roniar period, ,;fii.;^;il.: ca. begleaned fi'om the availal,ile rese"..h ,., Jr;ir;-il;;li,r, ,r**r_.papers and jou.rals such as Tribune, Bengalee, Indian Mirror, carcuttaReuiew, Bengal Magazine, Hindw E*nlkio, ilo;o=iro, The Arya, NationarMagazine, The Theosophist,young India, Harijin, Kesari, sudharak, vartdeMataram, Hindu, pltriot, Brngal.Hurkoou,_Jugotttar;Arnrita Bazar patrika,'rhe Hindu etc. praved a circiar rote in tte ,refiniti,cn a,d descrip_tio, of t'e cultural nation.'rhe impacr of th"r.";""*r*, was gen_erally uneven; some of them expricitry identified thernserves withparticular groups within trie Incrian Nad.nai congress, others were

ia Such a nlinimum denotninator underlies all the .,,vritings of the culcural na-tionalists of the coroniar periocr: Ilaja R.arn Mohan I{oy, Bankinr c. charterjee,R'c' Durc, Pal, Vivekrn"ndr, Aurobindo, Tilak, [-ara, Ranade, Morilar ].iehruand latet Gandhi' a'd a host of lesser wrirers. See their writings lisred in thebibliograph)'. Gokhare arso appears nor ro be free of this, rJ;.^&;'nira (1992)pp' 126' Sorne like S-N- nr".4". started ouc differenriy, yer soon ended up ac_quiescing with the resr, see his (1925) pp.367 fllalso i. orrr...d t (r976)p. 113. \b
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outside of it br'rt alignerl uritl-r the nationalist moveme,,t i, gen*
eral'Yet others nlade eflorts to cleariy stand apart from the political
nroverrlent as such and give a rloll-partisan ,rrJ p.oGssio,ar approach
ro contemporary issues.'while the circulation figures of these-jour_
nals, even taken together, might rlot have arnounted to mr-rcrr in
terfi1s of absolute numbers, they did reach out ro a pall-I,dia, read-
ership anlong the educateti"rs

The cortent of rhese mass curturar organs courd be sirnply de_
scribed as colonial controversies of all kinds that affected the larger
socier'y: refortn of religion, culture and trad"itio,, state policy-what
they are, should, and should not be, societal contours and construc_
tion, actual and ideal; threats ro culrure and tradition both fromrvithin and without etc. Controversies grerr,r around every single
socio-cultural issue often instanced by tlie colonial state; sides were
taken and changed, ailiances nrade and brokerr by individuars and
groups, charges were traded and labels stampecr on rivals a,cl oppo_
nents- Florn'ever, these co.tencling curtu.rl iit".rry grorps, rvorkingin and tlrrough the various cor)troversies ,,-rd ,r.gotiating continu_
ally for an adva,tageous stance uis-i-t,is the colonial ,r"i" througrr
the pages of nearly a (letltury oid subcontinental journalispr, con-
sciously and,/or unconsciously helped construct a consensus arnong
themselves with regard to the site of contestacion along rvith a cod,eof conduct for the same- The overarching moral ancl ethical tonein which the propo'ents a,d opponents argued the issues brought
them together towards an accepted ideal oi th. future cultural na-tion- Though identified and projected as Flindu, Hinduism and
Hindustan, such an ideal was in fact an eclectic construction ofVedic
Brahrninism in its polar opposition to the.West/modernity,, was rec_
ognized, and was accepted nor onJy by tree wrangring groups but
also by rhose conremporaries articurating fron o.Itrid". ilr" ,rrorr._
firent. Textual \'edic sanction \^ras sought by all the groups either for
acceptance or rejectiotl, or fbr modification of custom Lr tradition..
The vedic varna ideal, as the representative of a harmonio,,s society

's For general information on journalism during the
Parthasarachy (1989), and S. Natarajan (1962),".rJ fo,
Mc Cully (1966), S. R. Mehrotra (1971), and S. Chandra

colonial period, see R.
critical infornration B.T,
(1986, 1586a, 1992).
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structlrred on the basis of diflerential duties as religious dharma,

Tgainst the 'pronriscluol.ts', egalitarian rights of the secularized West,

117m tlre consensual aspiration of these groups. Vedic-sanskritisrn
c?me to be looked upon as the sacred cultural legacy of the subcon-
dnent paralleling the role of Islamic or Christian traditions elservhere

in the world.
A similar process of conseresus and construction around the cul-

rural nation could be identified among the pioneering literati of
the colonial period. The role 'of novelists and those generating other
narratives in imaginative constructions of the national community
is being increasingly recognized in social science literature concern-
irrg nationalism, thanks largely ro Ben Anderson's path breaking
book. flhe subcontinent too has had its share of cultural imagina-
tions of the national comrrunicy in several of its languages, begin-
ning with the second half of the nineteenth century when prose
narrative came into vogue, often imitating that of the western lan-
guages. Linguistic aud literary renaissance in the subcontinent, like
everything else here, has been uneven and took, at least initially,
nrultiple directions. The representations in different Ianguages had
a differential determinative impact on the thought and behaviorrr
pattern of society at large. Flowever, underlying this ama zing vari-
ery and ullevenness, it is possible to discover substantial consensus
on the ideal. at least among the more influential rvriters in the major
Indian languages. Beginning with Bankim Chandra Chatterjee and
later R.C. Dutt in Bengal, including the pioneers of Hindi fiction-
Pratap Narain Misra, Harishchandra Govardhanram, Balkrishna
Bhatt, Radhacharan, I{ishorilal, Devakinandan Khatri, Gangaprasad
Gupta, Durgaprasad, Premchand, Maharashtrians like Harinarain
Apte, as well as the Brahmin Thrnit novelist Subramaniam and orhers,
the writers of the tirnes either created an imaginary world of corrso-
nance withVedic Dharma or critiqued an actual world of dissonance
from it in their work. Their 'voyages of nostalgia' into space and
time, with a sense of historic and, ethical destiny, invariably tended to
strike home where dominant dharrna or the traditional social values
would be approved and upheld. In their view, the cultural-national-
ist ideology cornprised mainstrearn traditional values. Some of tlrern
did not grasp the full implications of such a conceprion, while oth-
ers were perturbed by it. Yet others were at times severely critical
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of t'e ,ationarist rnovement whiclr, trrrorrgrr its praxis, was carrlri'gforward the sectarian, culturar ideorogy ,o ir, rogical concrusio'. Butrvith charle,ges mourlti,g fron, t orf'Jthrr, ,rrd witrrout, they irn*plicitly or expricitly closJ ra'ks and this herped ,.irrfo.l" rhe sarnecultural nationalisr ideolo W.rulllhe ctrlt,ral-*atio'alirt -id.olog), 
of, the political r,.vement wasthe donrinant and determi,ing inlpiration behinci the bir.th ancl de_'elopr,ent of modern historiographical ancl.social science paradigrn.s

il.a',:tu,t:ffi:',:nt' 
The th."I it-."ru* of culrurar nado.alisrrr,

crerniryo"..il'il;'rT[-Tj::i:,:'i,H:;lHJTffi 
H'il:,:d::_tiviqv of mode'r Indian social scie,ce was sought to be establis6eclin both its theoretical a,d empirical aspects. Sa,skr:itic veciic rexrs\\/ere the source and foundatio, fo* airiipiirlary drversificatiorr. J.hctexts were treated as the ,rain source of i,fo,ration and kn.wleclgeilr ari understanding of rrow trre subcontinent,s socierv was.lis coil_srituted' and thus rrolv it ougrrt ro be .,"rrrt,r,.;'r;';;1" 1]r.,... ,r,ir.tlnity of the subcontinent was so,ght to be demonstrated in severalwlrys ra,gi,g,l:r- the inrpricit ari.j ,,o.r_p.ouematic acceprance ofit' to the expricit partir"., 

^.orrtruction 
of it, using sanskritic texts.'r''e uniry-geograprricar, poriticar and rerigio-curtural--of the sub-continent, woven around the symborr, *ythr ard values of tire sacred

ffi:';1'1supposed 
ro have existecr t ,rtt 

'ou;ectivery 
and subjectivery

anclconf ,.,,iIi,[,":*.:,."":rL]J:ff 3::":,;:I**."*_,1ffiprimordial uniqv rlow took the shape of a supreme ancl overarcrringvalue framework for stud,ies and investigations.
The multiple rerigio-currurar cradidlns of the subconrinenr werenow seen as parr of a singre cohererrt ..tigion--Hinduism__rv'ichwas emerging with all the r.g1l1. 

'."ppi.!, of oisanized reli.eionssuch as Islam a,cl christianirrr ll-he irtellege.tsia, bor1r wirhi, anclwirhouc the politica] movenre:
the Hindu p"rro,r r,ra r,r" .lrtr,:Tt:?:1?"1ff::X;11.r. ;:rlrrfJ,i
ir' The basic reading for the curturar 

-inraginings of rhe narrati*iscs are M.Muklreqiee (1994), S.. Chandra geez, Ds2alrgai, i9g6a and 1992), S.R. Bard(1982)' G' Pandev (1984), and T- Sarkar (1gg7,'r9tg4).The fblicirous prrrase'r''oyages of ,.srargia'is borro*.d f.or. N{. Mukherjee (1gg a) p.63-
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irwariably revolved aroundVedic Brahminic ideals, ic,rns and codes of'
behaviour as representated ii-r ttre Dharrrrasirastras. f,he culture of the
subcontinent was defined and describecl as Hindu culture and F{indu
civllization, and in explicitlv political contexts, ;, r,ralrr. .,rii,rr. 

"rracivilization.tT
A value system, different frorn that of Great llritain, Europe or t6e

W-est, was supPosed to be embodied in this nerru'ly construcied Vedic
Hindu-Indian culture, and rnuch eflbrt was rnobilized in delineating
and elaborating it in the different intellectual.spheres-art, architec-
ture, sociery culture, philosophy, rerigion, and the sciences. Sucrr a
painstaking construction of real a,d supposed clifferences betrveen
a monolithic Easr and an equalll, ,.,oriJithic .Wesr, 

and the crea_
tion of two irreconcilable ancl antagonistic cultural wholes, yet agai,
drew' its substance fiom the Vedic content of the Dharnrashastras.
And this East-'West polariry became another valtre orientation ina,d through the rvritings of a whole spectrurrl of pio,eerirg s,r_cial, sociological and historiograprricai thinkers ancr rvriters__
vivekananda, Auroliindo, Ar,anJa cloornaraswamy, naarrrr..ishnan
and scores of other lesser lu,rinaries such as R.L. Mitra, R.c. nutt,
J.N- Sarkar, I\4-c- Ranade, Nila Kanta Shastri, R.c. Majumdar, K.K.Dutta, R.K- Mukherjee, c.p. Ramasrvami Ayyar--who co,tinu_ally constructed an,J conjured Lrp conceptual rvholes sgch as India,Hinduism, culture, civiiization, etc- in historical and norrnative cate-gories'Thus the triple dimension of the cultural--nationalist ideology

17 [n place of nado, and nationalisrn, the single most irnportant thenre for dis-ct-rssion d,ring the coionial period by the .rlt.r.d narionalists was I-Iinclu an<iIlinduis'r' Practically every one of thern was constmine<l tcl raise the questio,,who is a Fliudu, and wltat is Hi.duism, and to answer the same in terrns ofacceptarrce of the vedas and other Dharmashastras and trre idears presumed coinform them, most inrportantly of differential duries to people with differentialcendencies, rneaning, of course, some forrn of varna ideorogy-- By repeatedrydefining' describing and debating this twin ques.i.r.r, ch" cuJtural nationaiists irr-deed created the rnodern political F{indu and Flinduisrn ancl thought rhese tobe the indigenous equivalents for nation and nationalism. see the writings ofcultural nacionalists listed in the bibriography. parailer-r" u*a; lro 
"*,"ouism,

was also constructed 'Hindi' again th.o.,gh a- series of exciusiols, see K. Kumar(1991,1993) and M. Mukherjee (1gg4) pp. 60_61. P
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of the political movelnent transformed itself i'to the u'iversal i'tel-lecrual and scientific paradigm of the age itself,18
The articulatio' of cultural nationJsm i, the subcontinenr, ap_proximately during the hundred )rears preceding the tr:ansfer: ofpou'er in 1947, by ahn,>st sorery trre grahminic, upper and do,ri_,an[ castes, i' precisely the 'way depicted abor,-e, did ,ot exrraust orextinguish several other, everl antagcl'istic articulations, within theemerging class'like formation. The irnporta't ones among trresehave been identified as socialist and 

".oiorric-liberal ,ationalist as*pirations' The socialist variety of nationalism came to t6e subconti_nent belatedly, after the success of Russia' Revorutio. in ;;;;,';,either socialism or communism. It bega, to exert sonle influenceonly in the 192as by which tirne the f,asic conrours of c,lrural na-tio,alisrr were arready dr:awn and consens.s rrad been reached. Hele,r'e deviation was ivith respect to the p.liticar and social irnpricatio,sot the dorninant cultural-natio,atisr ldeot";:; ;;i;; of rbr_,ral politics, and not abo*t trre basic tenets ir.*r.rr.s. Trr: arricula_tors of socialist-nario'a-list aspir'ations, either within or rvithout thenrainstream ,ationalist movement, were *ot differer-rtiated from oth-ers' in either socio-currurar or econo,ric backgrou,d. rn. ,ooJr;;_rrationalisr articulation clid not engender a.,\ i* fbrm of compacrwith the larger. rnasses bur by 
"rrd 

ir.g. .orr6irr.,.d as anotrrer varieryof the sarrle elite articuration, albeit 
"o.grrririrrg 

to some extent thepeasarltry and the rvorkers. The same could be said of economic_liberalism though this had a mucrr ronger rristory. The polidcalmovement which sarted cluring the rast quarter of the nineteenthcentury had many sarwarts who articuraiecr economic_liberal na_cio,alist sentimenm--Dhadabuoy, r{anade, Bhandarkar. R"c.I)utr, s.N- Banerjee, a,cr rater Nehru and othe;"";;#;r phase

18 'rhough full lengch studies on the parrisan nature of most cf rhe sociar scienceand history paradigms have been rare, increasing actention is being focussed ontlie ropic ar rhe insrance of the rise of .o.rrrrr,r,,rlism. See R. Mukhe qee (1979),R' Thapar (1975''?1?, 1.g.g, lggz) and R-s. Sharma (1g61).wriring in 1961R'S' Shar,ea notes:'The main tr:ends noticeable in the works of recent Indianwrirers such as I{etkaq Dr-rtt and Gh
wav as mav herp to recasr it in respoiS:,]'*ff:::[j]:;::::#,T.,lj::l;
R.C. MaJumda. (lg6t),and S.K. M,rkhop, dyaya(19g1).

/.jj.
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iii'. ."f iiberal-nationalisttl was so far rernovecl fi'onr the masses as urell

;.15 the non-nletropolitan elite, and so deeply implicated witft co]o-
i:,'rid bureaucracy that it was rarely disringuishable as a form of na-
,-1jonalism-le Thc drain theory of Dhadabuoy and the economics of
R.C.Dutt, u'hen placed in their historical contexts could be better
iaterpreted as a continuity with the liberal tradition within irnperi-
alism itself-'W.ith the upsurge of cultural nationalism in Bengal ald
Maharashtra around the turn of the century, the earlier phase was
quickly done away with, along with any influence it rnight ha.re had.
Many of the so-called economic-liberals themselv., b.i.rg of rhe
lame socio-cultural and economic background helped. construct the
basic tenets of cultural nationalism itself.2o And any quarrels they hacl
witli rhe corc oi ctrltural narionalists, were ,boui periplrerrl, .t tlr.
level of tactics artd real politics, and consensus rn ith this c.'re rvas
easily visible- Latcr historiography, in vie'uv of the su6sequent rise of-
the aggressive brancl of cultural nationalism with ail its ugly irnpli-
cations, rea<l b:ick into history the distinction between c-omrnu,al
nationalisnr atrd secular Irationalism. Tlre consciorrsness thet within
the nationalisc llloverlrent sorne were comrnunal (nreaning the ex-
clusion of Muslims fi-om the political arena) and others *L.. secu-
lar (rneaning the inclusion of Muslims) .o,", a pheno,renon of the
later half of the 1920s when the foundations of our narional socieq,
along the lines of cultural nationalisrn as depicred above [racl alreaCy
been laid. This distinctive consciousness could nor be attributed. to
the forrnative periods of the cultural-nationalisr ideology cturing
the entire nineteenth and the first quarter of the trventietfr centu-
ries.'w.hat we are suggesring by way of conclusion is, that the sev-
eral, differenriated articulations of elite nationalisms failed ro rake a
diffbrent course of development, rnuch ress to.strike a new pat6 ip

le Much of the econotnic writing of D. Naoroji ancl R.C. Durt is indeed a corr-
tinuiry of and a supplenlent to the liberal tradirions wichin imperialism itself.
They rely heavily orr the speeches an<J rnricings'of colonial bureaucra.ts on rhe
impeachrnent of-Warrert F{astings and inclicate the way to rule t}re country so
that the weifare of both England ancl India could be secured ancl the bonci be-
rween the two, witirin the framework of the Brirish Empire strengthened. See D
Naoroji (1990) a,d R-C- Dutt (1960a); See arso D.Argov (1966).
2o See for example R.C. Dutt (1963a), and R. Ranade (ed) (1992). .)y
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the ,ation's becorni'g because they ail shared a 'ri,imunl consensusconcerni,g curtural 

'atio,arism. rtri, *r, u.."use they ail erna'atedfrom withi, rrrc same socio-polidcar rocale of sociery and again be*ca.use their differences were limited to tlr. Iever of strategy and tactic' in real politics' Insteacl they traile,J alo,g with the chiei arricularr:rsof cultural nario,aris'r as trre acceptable a,d loyal oppositio,.-fhe cuiturar-narionalisr 
_ideorogy, i, i;a rhree dimensionar form,was arricurated by the tradition"riv, a""r;;";;;;r;#::rnrnuniriesnow emerging under trre colonial ausprc;; 

", a crass_rike social force.If so' what were the posiri3l of trre generally Iorver caste, Musrinrand tribal com,runities uis-d-uis this ide3a"r, The comnrorr histori.-
::1Xlj:t:,I':i:] ;;,i:,:.'ssue 

rras r,.",, ,l ,,, ,r,,, ,r,. ,,,asses were
.i t was p erip rr e rar a, d,.,a. Jx: il jj,l]#,,:J:**:..';[:*j*l
pattern mucJr ress consensus among them, and that tley never exhib*ited any autonolny of inspiratio, o. motivation and hence follclwi:dthe lead of trre imperiarirt, ,rra nrissionaries i, trreir anragonism torhe nationarists. I^ chfi, ,rr_rr, 

",**rf,-*rs macle ," ,.,.r-"_aticalrl,analvse the socio-poiiti."r berraviou. or ;" ;.*-r;;i;;:rrubarterngrcrups and it was found that the abov. rrrrtoriograprrical premises areunte'able: it is orlv-bv d;;;.h;i:i* ffi; of narionalism from itshistorical context is ir possible to hold ol1 to them.ln other words, trre difl^erentiaily 
".,i..,ir,..a-rrrrr-g."r,,inic, anti_hierarchicar and pro-a.rrro.., tizing rrpirr,iorrs, the individual andcoliective socio-poritical behaviou. oi th. rower caste masses toovercome the radirionar ascriptive riabil;tr", ,..d their ail_out, sorle_what aurono,eous and unauthorized brd;; emerge inro rhe public:sphere as equars is rhe rtrro.i.d conrex,, 

",ra 
therefore the legitimatecontemporary consciousness, from rvhich the curtural_nationaristideology needs to b; ..rriq.r.a i, 

".q:;- ro *."r0 its sociar a.cr po_Iitical irnplications fb. *iai. sociery.2r If-dj. earlier c'apter dealt

"i*'."::',T:::H?1:J::'H::nacio'arisrs 
needs ro be ."i:*d i' rhe rigrrt

o rh ers,, * ;; ;o tha t rh es e, ilt 
?:i::::t_: lfli.:f" X. X,*:_::j:::ered praisew.rrirv in thei*r*u, Jnd belie". ,i;;rio,rra ,or be juctged in thelight of todayt 

',rd..rr".ar"r^"i Jg;rirr.r".rrr*-ii. .n"rt in rhis srudy has beento show that egaritaria, .orrr".io..ri.r, *r, r,ery much there during trrc coroniar
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'rimarlly witir subaltern political behaviour, the atterlpt here, is tr-r

erpret the salient aspects of the subaltern .Weltanschaur-rng witlr
itrich their behaviour was inforrned. Excavation and reconsrruction

f subaltern ideology in any context is an exercise in interpretation,
the crucial area lies between scarce articulations and rich eve-
ay forms of, resistallces, and the situation in [ndia is cornplicatecl

:,,bv its embeddedness in ethnic and linguistic diversities. I{orvever, 
^::::.'-' a ,l 't r r r r

ieading of the available secondary and some primary sources does
rwarrant a two-stage piecing together of subaltern national ideology:

.the first stage consists of contestation and hence a deconstruction of
''.cultural nationaLisnr, from within the subaltern perspective, presented
'here as the political implications of cultural nationalisrl to the larger
society; tlre second stage cornprises the construction of an alternate'
political nationalism dealt with in the subsection below.

Despite the Lrse ,cf socio-politically integrative categories both
foreign as rt'ell as native, such as nationalisrn, civilization, ctil-
ture, heritage, legacv, Indian, I{induism etc., cultural nationalism of
the dominant groups was perceived with remarkable consistency
throughout in the subcontinent as Brahminic, with comnrunal ex-
clusivisrn rationalized tl-rrough territorial inclusivism. The- historical
vision of the cultural nation constructed exclusively wittr the religo-
cultural rnaterial of the dorninant conlmunities, i.e. the Vedic .o.prn
rnediated througir the Dharmashastras, was perceived to trave been
built on a paralle1 political vision of a nation constituted by the same
dominant groups and communities as again a more or less exclusive
power block.This could not be otherwise in the context of nacional-
ism as a congruence berween culture and power.

While the masses perceived themselves to be excluded through
comrnunal exclusivisrn, they fblt included through territorial in-
clusivism; in other words, if they were not welcome within the na-
tion, they were not expected to abdicate the narion-state of which
the cultural nationalists hoped to become the sole heirs. Clearly the
demand was then to give consent to the legitirnacy of the political

period (and indeed it has been there all along) and evaluation of rhe cultural na-
tionalists is certainly by their contemporary political nationalists and not by read-
ing back today's conceprions inro history, See G. Omvedt (1992).

1x
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and sor:ial leadership of the cultural nario'aris$. T'his w:rs no[ ali: the
l*1 

t':^''ent of the iceorog-., ilefinecr trre cultural conrenr of rrre. n*tron as a,ti-western civ, sociery, rnoder:nity etc. In trre contextof spreadi,g restlessrless, political'co'sciousness a,d socio-culturalorga.izations of the lower caste nlasses, rhe three dimensicl,al cul-trrral 
'atio.alism of trre donlina,t groups trren came trrrougrr to thenlasses rlot as a call for change towarc{s a new form of sociery a,dsocial relationships, but as a thinly veiled order to revert back tothe age old, pre-moder' patre'l 

"f r";;;rdi,arion and subordina_tion with its artendant religio_.rlt,r.ri ideology.22 Running paral_lel to the rhetoric of cultural natio'alism from its i,ception duringche ear-ly nineteentrr upto the rniddle <lf the rwentietrr century, thelower casre irasses a'd their spokesnr";, u.;;eived a consisre't ri.eof afllrr,atiot-t itr sonre for,r or other ,ri trr" dreadeil varnashrarnaIlhar r,a as the identiSi,g characteristrc oi the social synthesis ofihc trati.,-to-be''rhe difibrences amoug the cultural n;:fioiralists*-rnoderate-extrcr-nist, riberar-conservati'e, rreterodox-ortrrocrox, capi_talist' socialist cic'---'-^ ight have bee, v'ery imporrant firr t6ernselvesbtrt were lemoved fio,r the co,cerns of the exch-rdecl comnrr-rnitiesair<J their represer-'rtacives- Flere we are n.t referring only to trrosesubsecluenrly labelled as rrre Darirs but rhe entire mass of ]ower or-_ders---Shudras, Ati-srrudras and orher: .orrrr*rrrities differe,tiarllr 2r_ie.ated in the different regions from the Brar,niric donri'a,r casteconfigurations. These .orr*.r,rities were struggling in essence for aprinciple of egalitarianism as the new 
"--r 

tr"r 
social reradonshipsand could not idend$, in *ris-osrensibre diversiry a singre a,d signifi_cant articulation againstvhrnashranra Dharma, much less a rvillingnessto -ioi, ha,ds on equal terms witri themserrres to struggre for sucrran ideal as a vital part of ,ationalism. Concern for the clepr:essed an6

r'2 Str:aight{brward glorificacio, of rhe castez'varna sysrem a,d ideorogy were alsono[ at all rare:Aurobindo (1972) 'casre- ".. a supre.me neccssity wirhout whichHindu civilizarion could nor have developed its distinctive characterisric orrvorked out irs 
'riqtre rnission,r,ol. t p.5J7:Laia Lajpat Rai,.The need of restor_ing the ancient spiric ofvaftrashrama sysrem with che change dictated by rnoderncohditions of life' vc.Joshi (ed) (1966) vol. rr p.257;yivekanand a (1965),.casrehas kept us alive as a narion' vol. tI p. 4g9; fo. Nerr.uvia* ambig*irry towardscaste, see below; and for Gandlrils, sec clr.VI. Tt
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rhe deplived rv:rs :rt first sp<-rradicali;v expressed and later in a rnore

depoiiticized, religionized form as anti-untoucirabiliry included
within the cultural-nationalist programme. It was nor acceptable is

a'substitute for an all-out transfbrmation from ascril'rtive hierarclr1, to

egalitariarrisnr as a social idcology u,hich the depr-essed cornrnunities

were aspiring for ire historical continuiry with the subcontinent'.s tra-
ditions of resistance.'3 The writings and speeches of Joti Rao Pl-rule,

Sri Narayana Guru, Mangoo Rarn, Gurudas, Chandram, Sonnadhar
Das, E.V. Ramaswamy Naicker and of course Bhim Rao Ambedkar
and a host of lesser luminaries-some tirnes systernatically but often
in fragrnents, less in secular 

-Western categories and far rnore in in-
digenous cultural terms-express and embody the abovc delineated
perccptions and posture torval-ds the cultural nationalists and tLreir

ideology. Since articulation, and neuch less ideological articulation,
was not the forte of suQalterrl people, the writings and speeches of
their spokesnren are ,rot to be taken as the sr:le source fionr rvhich to
interpret tire subaltern Weltanschaurlng. For most oi ther-n it is their
actions and belraviour that is the rnost effective artrculation of ideol-
ogy. In the subcontirlent of the coioniai period, tJ:e fact that there
was a continuous, consistent and country-rvide aitliough uneven, au--

tonomous subaltern political thrust outsicle the clominant national-
ist move1r1er1t, infornred by tire above critique of tl-re latter, w-as dealt
with in the earlier chapter. That a sirnilar political thrust and ideology
existed within the nationalist movernent too is the tlreme of the sub-
altern historiographers.

Political Nationalism

Political nationalism has been associated wich some form of a de-
rlocratizatiorr process within society arrd the emer!{el}ce of the mass

2r An accurate and che nrost charitable interpretation of the upper casce concerll
for che masses is given by S.R. Bald (1982) pp.4-5. This seltlappointed nature
of the traditional elite came to a critical point with (]andhi, when he claimed
to represent and lead the untouchables 'inspite of them', see chapter on Gandtri.
Needless to say, the anti-hierarchy consciousness of the political nationalists had
no use for this nobeless oblige, and understandablv viewed it as the enemy of the
new emergence-
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i.to the public spher-e'2a'while the specific fb.'ulati'n of t,is pro_cess' the levei of ,lass emergen.., rrrJ r".iar forces behincr rrt, a,d its
:il:t::}";r, 

tl'" rhe poritico-juridicar and adrninistrarive strucrr:res of
theprrer,",I::,:;,ii,..,rnTi:::.tf :,::jr*:;ll;r:;:ll,:.;:.;::.3;of ideology has been ,rrrrrirr"kabry iderriin-a 

", ;;.-l;;i,rrrr. of po*liticar nati.narism. The i'variabl" .orr.orrrir"rr, of such a rrass erner*!iell(:c intc recognition or new rprr".., oil.ti..rlrtion anci assertiorr isthe ioss of privileges based orr ascriprion fbr the tracritionally arricu-late groups-nobiliry (sacred,/securrrl, ,rJ royalry. rfhe abolition of.rradirionar and ascriptive Frrivilege, .orrJ .irrrer rrrean acruar ross ofpower fbr rhese privilegej .hrr.I o. , ,hif, rowards a far rarore flex_ibie a,d no,*fixative b"asis 
"f ;;; 

"J;;'"r.ripuoo. 
i, *rrr.. c_ase,it is a destabilizatio, of the oli o.de. 

"t **er co.figurarion withi,:ffi::#f;::#:':?l*:::" ;;;r#1 ""'"' rhis ross bv'rlre
*rir6 the st.epping in of the 

3Ir rnonopoly access to power, .orrrbi.r"j
iceologicrily 

", equals, u., ,."rIlt.fffir:Hl:"X ,::::;**associated u'ith poriticar nationarirrr, .rrg*rrd"ring a natio.. i.e. a deepserlse of cornradeship or of equaliry, .*i."ur"a thr.ugh a sharecl, me_diated a,'j much diversifi.d t..."in of sociar powep---the civil sociery.Articuladons of poriticar nadonarism then are aspirinS., advocating, af_fir,ri,g a,d asserting verb,ly 
"rrd through b"h"oiou.-, rr.l, an ideol_ogy- of socio_cultural demo ri^.7,.

The successfur emergence of political nationarisrn irr westernEurope is mainly atrriblted to the rise of rhe bourgeoisie i, op_posirion to manor_based feudalism, at the irpansion, rnercanrle and inJustrial, and n."::t;:ily"t'ffiT;bourgeois denrocrac)'- poiiticar narionari;r--; seen trere as the icre_ologv .f- the bourgec,iri. .ir*g to pow-er trrrough rhe r,arket andmachines, ana th,rs a result l{r, ,rog""rr* betv.,-een two sets ofelite' Florvever, this tranrido. from ,..[ft;;ris,r ro bourgeois de_mocracy rneant liberadon of the masses dr,, serfrrom, fcrr rvrrorn it
2a For nadonalisr
ism, also o. lr.,* " democracy' see earlier reGrences to political natio,al-'Na,iona,i,*i;:;::ift llIi}:lli*""T::TJ,::,?;.1,i*fi:*::;ltionship ofrordship and bondag. *irr, *,rr,rrir.ra-.q"rr recognitio n,,p.266. ,1,

l
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was a genuirle dernocratization process both in the realm of ideol-
og.r' anci politicai econorrry, brought about as a corlprornise or com-
pact befween the bourgeois and the proletariate in fulfilment, though
only partially, of their age-old aspirations, was not fully ,ealized iill
recently- Socialist and communist interpretations too contributed to
this undervaluing of the dererocratization process by painting it as
bor-rrgeois rather than dernocracy. Tfiese different intellectual con-
structs ha'u'e been appropriated by the elite of the colonial countries,
chiefly to identi$, internal democratization as the bourgeois d.emoc-
racy of the imperialist V/est, an irnposition of the v./estern way of life
on the rest and therefbre to be resisted in the name of anti-colonial
nationalisrn. In the subcontinent, it uras orrly too easy ancl conveni-
ent for the traditionally dominant corllnlunities, now turning into
the nern' nriddle classes and aspiri,g for state power, to forget that
intc::nel dc-rnocratization in the minimunr form of icleological aboli-
tic-r* of ;rscriprive privileges and the yielcling of public ,pr.. ro the
hitherto excluded nlasses was a historical demanJ of .rr.ry complex
culturr:, and resistance to this couid not be legitirnized even if bap-
tizcd as anti-colonialism. Anti-colonial ..rlt,rol nationalism in this
collt(:xt l;ecornes a double edged sword enabling the elite to ascend
tht: thronc ot- thc ruodern nation--{tate while at- the same time sub-
stairtiailv defining the nation itself as the same old traditional sociery.

In the subcolrtinent unlike in rn estern Europe, the ideology of pc,-
litical nationalisru i-e. socio-politicai egalitarianisrn, or i1 our theoret-
ical paradigrn, homogenization in the sense of, equitable distribution
of power within culture, was articulated. by the ,rrrrr.olihemselves. In
the absence of a bourgeoisie antagonistic to ascription, lower caste,
Muslim and rribal masses voiced this as a continuiry of the age_old
rradition of' resistance to the Brahrninic id,eolog.y of privileges and
caste-trased Gudalisnr. The differe,ce berwee. the ideology of so-
cial egalitarianism articulated by the lorner caste rrrass and the wL:st
European bourgeois denrocratic liberalism as well as the similar-
ity betrvecrl the two, are crucial to our understan,ling of the situa-
tion in the strbcontinent. Flere tl-re struggle for social egalitarianism
and ab.liticn of ascriptive privilcges drcl rlor necessarily imply a
whoiesale appropriation of the juridico-admi.istrarive parapher-
nalia 

1f bourgeois democracy or of political moclerni z:rtiol, yec ir
embodied the same human aspirations toward.s equaliry and equal

,i
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tttt'g'-'ir'ion thac can be identified i. all hu*an collecti,u,ities. On theother har.rd, the bourgeoisie here, rvhether nrea,ing the new tradersand industrialists or the educated middre class borh of whonr werefast becoming parr a,d parcel of trre bo.,rg.oi, .;i;";,' j.io.."ri.
state, had no use fo1 socio-political egaritalianisru. Th;i;'rrrogorrirr,
to caste-Gudalism, if there .i"r rrrlr, was certainly not on this questionof egalitarian ideology. partha chatrerjee, afrer a long and cautiousstudy of nationalism points out i. his latest work:

'what we have here is a desire for a strlrcture of communiqy i.which the opposite tende,cies of mutual separateness and mutualdependence are u,ited by , force that has a greater universar ac_tualiry than the given forms of the dominant dharma. For want
of, a tttore Concrefc crrn/-Ahr
a d .r i r re c1,, J:;:; ff '"'xi,H ffi L.:: #: ; *:l; ff: 

t::*::
ratisation rvhere rights a,d trre apprication of nornx ofjustice areopen to a broader basis of consurtation, crisputation and resolu_tio* --. a'd yet this dernocratisation fell short of bourgeois de_rnocrac)/ (p Charrerjee 1994. 1g7).

-r<;l'

-:a,

The ideology of political nationalisnr in the subc:ontirlent, exceprfbr a handful of rron-Brahminic leaders of trre Madras a,d l]ombaypreside.cies, was articulated uniformly by ,r." rri,rr.rr" ."lr"oed orexterior communities, whether descr ibed as depressed, untouchableor ,ot' Thus: Ayyankali, Sarrodhara, Aiyappan, f)r parpu, Kumara,Asan' Nara;'2pa Guru, Iyothee Dass, R. Srinivasan, M.c. Rajah,varadharajulu, E.v Ranraswa,ry Naicker, i* Nair, c. sa,karanNair,Yellamma, Manj ari Flanumantappa, 
Jo tiba prrure, Shivram prasad

singh, Ghasi f)as, Barak Das, M"rrgoo R"rrr, Bhimaboi, sonadhar Das.Swami Achchutanand were rpoi'.rp..*rr lrrorr* nurrrerous oth_ers' The general location of these political nationalis6 at the lowerlevels of social structure and tlr.i, cultural e.rbecldedness cleter-mined to a large extent their relatio,ship r.vith the masses ancl t6enature of their articurarion. Since th.y, ,ri.t nor belong ro the tradi_tionally literate communities, most of thern were rrernacular first-generation-educated and some of them rike Ayyankali of Keralawere not literate at ail. Their advocacy, therefore was generany in

l:" f::.: :i::::,::,,n: masses. often 
.o,^r o,r,., than wrirten. rhey

: -:1

are better described as rurar than ;br" ,JJ ,nore Gw *,n. ,;;;: I
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;ftonr the urban platform had not yet severed tht:ir connections with
land, or rather iandlessness. The concerrls they articulated revolve,J
'-around the day-to-day issues and aspirations of the comrrrunities they
.eirne fiom. In other words, the political nationalists were merely

'5iiokesperson.s, 
verbally translating the aspirations and socio-political

.behaviour of the masses. These and other such circumstances difter-
entiated them from their counterparts---the cuitural-nationalists-
uis-i-uis tlte mass and belie the propositiorr, recently advanced sonle-
what aggressively, that both were elite and their articulations could
be comprehended frorn within a commoll perspective as 'scramble

for crumbs'.2's

The ideology of political nationalisrn, of abolition of ascriptive
privileges and denrocratization of sociery in the subcontinent, was
at the primary level translated, concretized and diversified into a se-
ries of rights for the lower caste masses, intended to facilitate their
emergence into different spheres of the rrew power and opportu-
niry realnl--the civil society. These included the following: right to
give up traditional/hereditary occupations and to choose any other,
right to ownership of land and to organize onet Iifesryle, housing,
clothing etc., right to education at par with others, right to jobs,
governrrerit and private, access to public places. roads, markets, of-
fices etc., right to public resources particularll,\A,atcr, right r:ot to
abide bv custontary forrns of agricultural bondage, right of access
to religious places, symbols and literature, right ro protection by the
state and its agencies against their social and econornic superiors,
and above all right to political self-representation. Through the ar-
ticulation and advocacy of these and several other rights, although
unevenly, throughout rhe lengh and breadth of the country, the po-
litical nationalists sought to bring about an equalization ar the level
of the ideology of the masses with the classes within culture.2t'These
aspirational articulations through concrete struggles did represenr

2,t The Cambridge Scholars, viewing the situation from rt ithout, understandably
cotrld noc distinguish between the struggle of the hitherto excludecl castes from
the power-n-raniptrlations of the traditionally dominanr. Iluc a view fror-n rvithin
would not only show the difference but also be properly iristorical.
2n The demand for colonial state protection through separate legal provisions, as

has been pointed out earlier, became an obsessive issue during the subsequent oo2



u:/

the attefirpt of the rnasses towai^ds emergence not only in political
econonly but also i*to poiiticai subjecti'iry. It is necerrr.l, ro poinrout that the specific issues chosen for advo cacy, the nature of theirarticulation and the limits etc. were all substantially determincci bythe age-old historical dynamics of porver :rs resistance of t6e sulrco,-.
tinent' This was in continuity with pre-nroclern struggles for equality
against the Rrahminic principles of hierarchy, exclusivism, pril,ileges
arld discrimination rather than by a,y process imitative of western
bourgeois denrocracy. r -

At the secondary level, these various co.crete rights of the rrasses
\\rere sotrght to be woven together, integratecl apd elaborated withinthe ir{eology of citize.srrip and trre duties of trre srare b), tr.. l-r1ore
u'esrer*ized sections- Advocacy of righm for the rower casre lnasses
',",-ithiri sr;ciety was resisted b1, the clominant and. Brahminic conl_:nunities in general as being agair.Lst custonl arr.l t,.aditio,, ancl bvtlic culturatr ,ationalists in particular as being an i,dtative process ofwestern culture. [,dia, cukure was presumed to be spiri-tuar, har_
rnonicus atrd constructed around the notion of ciury/Dharma r-at6er
tlran rights' It is precisely at this nroment of rlorl-acceprtance of anci
r--e sistance to the new ertergence of the masses that poliiical nati.nal-
ists sousht state intervention and protection i, the rlame of.equal_
it1, ,ri citizenship. The political 

"rrr..*"rr." of the rrrasses, was not
encourarlcd nor lead by the rising ,l".rr.r, but was rather sougrrt tobe prevented by the,,.. and trren onrvards had ro be nurtured by ttrecolonial state along with its rypical ambiguities and d.istortions. Tirestory of protective discrimination of the weaker sections by thc colo-nial state has been told often enough and need not be repe.ated here.Ilowever, the ,nderlying thrusr 

"rrJ 
rh.ory .f equaliqy as an aspecc oftlre ideol.gy oltpolitical nado.alism is 

'arcny 
,ored.'rhe dernand was for equal citizenship as the {bun,Jarion of :rllthe civil rights rnovenents of the lowe. 

-.rrr. 
excludecl ,rasscs. Theinllention was to homogenize power and accessibili$, to po\verstrllctllres rvithin culture, at the instance o{t the general '.will-ingness' <lt resistarrce by, the dorninanc coplrlunities. T'6is rvas the

164

stages of the struggles,
emergence in the nalrle

Nationalism without a Nation in Inrlia

thanks mainly to the upper caste resistallL-e to the mass
of cultu ral-national ism.
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cenffal concern of thc' m()re educatecl political narionalis$ parricu-
,la.ly fronr- the Southern and -Western 

parts of the counrry-lotiba
-Phule and Anebedkar, the non-Brahneins of Madras ancl dre Civil
.-B.ights League of Travancore. The century-long experiences and
.struggles of the lorn'er caste masses hacl ..rrl"irr..d thern that their
,fate could not be entrusted to the so-callcd majority for as major.-
iry that dominance was being interpre te d. Tl-ie rrlost clear exprcssiol
of this came b)' way of a cotnbined nlernorandum of Ambedkar ancl
R. Srinivasan, both belonging to untouchable conlmlrni.ties, submit-
ted to the Sinlon Commission: The depressed classes ,nust be made
f,tee citizens entitled to all rights of cidzereship i6. colrrlxo, wir6
orl:.er citizens of rhe srare' (B.R.Ambedkar l9,2:vbl II, 69). Ir was
thus precisely tire antipathy and aversion of the dominant commu-
niries and cultural nationalists to the 'unauthorized' emergence of
the masses intn the public realrn that made the ;roliticai pa-riolalisrs
demand for special state protection, which *", ,rLrequenrly delegiti_
mtzed as the new enclave of prir.ileges, tile exact rerrersal of ur6at c5e
]ou'er cxste leaders interrdcd a,d dc,ra*derr.

At yet another level, the actualization of concrete rigirts fi,rr tire
rnasses as aspects of equal citizer-rship, was con(-eptuaiizecl as the very
rransition to nation and nationliood, anci nationaiisrn v\/as seen as the
ideology asserting and upholding this transition ancl rhe ,atio,,s be-
coming''W'riting in the very saule year as the birth of the Indian
National Congress, Jotiba Phule challenged the 'nationahess' of rhe
ne\ r organization rvith his counter-concept of the nation:

f-here cannot be a nation worth the nanre until and unless all the:
people of the land of King Bali---uch as Shudras apd Ari-shudras,
Bhils and fishermen etc.. become truly educated" and are abie to
think independently for thr:mselves and. are uniformly urrifiecl and
emotionally integrate d. If a tiny seccion of the population iike t6e
upstart Ary211 Brahinins alone were to found the 'nationai co,-
gress'urho r,r,ill take any norice of it? (. pirute lggl:vol II, 29).
'Within the non-Brahmin movement of ttre south, the idea that

nation and nationality nleanr co,rradeship baseci on equality of
recognition and acceptance, runs trrrough as a steady .r.rde.cur-
rent' Ramarayaninger, for example at the Coimbatore Conference
in 1917 pointed our rhar '... rhe nation-building and nario,
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regeneration ideas of non-brahtnins are differe,t frorn tirat of thecongress; it is the deruocraric idea, (vT. Naidu r932:B_9).And, Iaterat the Bikkovale co,ference, vehkaratnam Naidu wanted to knowwhetl-rer in societies where the higher castes treat the lourer castes asless than human bei*gs,'can *. r*p..t thrt sympathy which is theground rvork of nationaliq,?,(ibid: Si_+1.
T'iee r11ost cruciai episode in E.v Ramas\,,amy Naickeri earrypublic li* was the Gurukulam incident at Shermad.evi and the con_troversies surrounding it- The general position of the cultural ,ation_alists-the congress and G"rrJhi-o' tt . f.".,i." of untouchabiliryin t'e ashra,r made Naicker turn away from trrem ;;il;I , to.gmilita,t career of political .ationalism. He explained i, t6is context:
'J'he Gurukula* rnust sta,d for an idear-for India, nationai_isr,--and there should be 

'o invidious discinction betwee, manand nran'(E.S.Visuranathan 19g3:49). 
vvLvYUL-

.lj-
,I

I
i

I
I
I
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If u'e consider, on what must depe,d the nationalism of a natio',l, 
:]i:t,irry, 

the people of a natioir, *itlrout having ro sell or bar_gain their mind or conscience, shourd be able . .t ";' ;.;.: livelihood' More than this there are several other nationalisms:"; knowredge shourd grow; edr-rcation is needed; eqrralirv is needed;uniry is needed; sellefforr is needi, g.rri'e feelings are needed;- cheating one anorher for a riving shourd not be trr...; razy peopleshould not be trrere; sraves ,ho.rid not be there; untouchables, andthose who cannot walk on publi. ,t...t, shoulcl not be there, like'j" these severar more things sirourd be done. (v A'aimuthu, 1974:. Vol I, 372) . - ^^-' \ " 1,rdr

Conring down heavily
uriricle sought to rescore to
stition, Periyar indicared in
nationalisrn lre lrad in rnind:

Refore all else, however,
casre and its discrirrrination

on the Congress brand of nationalism
dominance all forrns of rcligious super_
his inimitable popularuq,l.1h. kind of

nationaiism requires the
based or-r birth. (ibid: pp.

total abolition of
371--38\1zz

27 Periyar's ideas
pp.37i-88.

'ii
.;,

on nationalism are collected in V Anaimurhu (1974) vol. I

72
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,Finallv it is in the writings and speeches ot Ambedkar rhat dre

nadon-wide civil rights nlovement of the Sirudras and Ati-Shudras
is transformed through the concept of equal citizenship into an all-
ernbracing ideolo gy of a struggle and aspiration towards a sociery
built on the modern r-rational principles of equaliry liberry and frarer-
niry.Ambedkar's obsession rvith the liberation of the depressed classes

cannot be extricated from his all-inlportant concept of an ideal so-
ciery in the form of a social d.emocracf,in fact social democracy is

tire plank from which his concrere struggles and advo c^cy of un-
toucl-rables' rights were conducted. Anrbedkar had on several occa-
sions talked of the nation, nationaliry and nationalism not only in the
context of the lower castes but also of tire Muslims. t{is concern was
obviously for the whole-rhe narion-of which he hoped the de-
pressed classes r,vould becorne not onl1. an integral but also an indis-
tinguishable part.28 His repeated emphasis on narion as conuadeship,
consciousness of kind, of kith and kinship, ot cornmon and united
svnlpathies point to the same clirection.

Nationaliry is a social feeling. It is a feeling of corporate senriment
of oncness which rnakes those rvho are charged with it fbel that
ttrey are kith and kin (B.R.Arnbedkar 1990:vo1 III, 31).

L)efining the ideal society or tl-re rlatiorl as democracy, Ambedkar
points out that 'Democracy is not merely a fomr of governrnent. It
is primarily a rnode of associated living, of conjoint, cornmunicated
experience' and it is inconepatible and inconsistent with isolation
and exclusiveness resulting in the distinction berween the privileged
and the underprivileged (R.R.Ambedkar 1989:volvl, 57, zz2).

Nation f<rr Arnbedkar then, is a new fbrm of social and societal
relationship built on rhe principles of equaltiy, liberqy and fraterniry
Nationalism is the call given to abolish the Brahminic ideology of
privileges and discrirnination embodied in the tradition and religion
as reinvented by the cultural nationalists. Ambedkar's appropriaticln
of French ideals, far from being an imitation of bourgeoi, .I"*o..".y

23 Note that Ambedkar, M.C. I\ajah ancl orlrer leaclers' idea of the lower sec-
tions becoming an'indistinguishable' part of the whole, has been lost in the sub-
sequent struggles for legal protectionism, again thanks largely to the resistance by
the dorninant conrmunities.
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168 Nationalism wiillout a Nation in lttdia

of the -w-est, 
is mer-ely a rnocie, fornruratio, of trre age_oid aspira_tion and struggie oi the lower casre ;;, ;f the strbco,tinenr ro_rn'ards an egalitarian arrd creruocratic socie$r 

'l LrrL r(rL,,LUIItII)(

NarroivAltsM AND rr+r Irvu:NTroN or. TnaotrroN
If natiorl-states are u,idely
the nations to u,hich they
out of an immertorial past

conceded to be .new., 
and .historical,

give political expression alu,ays loom
... (B. Anderson 1983: 21).

A crucial aspect of the articularion of any natio,aiist ideor_oqv is the inteilectuar consrrucrion oi trre ,rr,ior, ;;-;';"rrti'uiry..fiom a hoary past-,This conjuring up or th. nario,-ro-be fronl ourof a see,ringly endless past, ttr.o,rgl, ,ationalisnr fias rnultiple firnr:-tio's: one, to give iegirlrr..".y ,o trre ,atio, whicrr i, ,rr"j" rc ap*pear as harring alwalr5 or nearll, always .ri*.a; turo, to i.dicate tlieideoiogicai direction the ,ation is to take in future u.ith irs pasf lrsthe rnodel; and three, to draw the desired line of inc:ltisiorr anci ex-clusion within sociery culcure a,cl history. It is this const.lction oila ct:nrinuitl' f1orr. the past, thr:ougrr ,t " i."r.,n! torvarcrs the futurerhar consritures the ide.,tity of * lp.opr.,'di" soul or the genitis ofa *ation' This curturar-rristoricar .o,rrt.'ctio. is no mere ,Ip.od,r.,_tion nor, despice clai,rs to trrat effect, a, objectivery true reilreserr_tation of the past. on the con_trary, che process by wrricrr a peopiebecomes self-conscious of irs distinct identity is a. poriticar one, re_lated to po\4'er-rerations witrrin ancl without, and trierefore the: pre_sent power-configuration is the frarnewo.k flo- within which thepast of a culture is reconstructed through elision, serecdon, relation,addition etc' into a desired or: ideal natiJn. In shorr, the co,strucrionof histories and i.vent'iorr of raditions i, nadonarist contexts are in.-telleccual activities of myth-'raki,g ir, ,ro.r"r, ti.rr"r, whose poriticalimport far exceeds their factual content. Nationalist mydr-tristoriesfollorv *ore or less , g.";;;i pa*ern: the rongest possibre genear_ogy is claimed for the so.i"ry a'cr curttrre, the continuiry of the pre_sent rvith suc' anriquity is esrabrished ,or_f-rrremaricalry, a,tiquityitself is present"d ,, glo.io,r, 
"rrd gord.rr, lirrmonious a,d peacefur

'n comparison with the present that needs to be transformed. Thetransition fiom the allegedly golden paslo-rh" presenr fallen s,"te is

I
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,,,ti.b",.l to factors perceived to be extraneous to the or:iginal genius
ii the ..r'1_1"T,, 

Td .:h. 
glorious past 

_is 
trren ideologicaily transiort.a

11hd qro;ected into the future as the destiny of rhe people.2e
*a:while the crearion of a politicar rnyth-hisrory i, the colonial

q'rp@*r

,1,
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ifubcontil"": roo, shared all the above general characterisrics, w6ar
;!s of particular importance and ,elerrarr.e to our discussion here is

i,i " fact that-the myths creared here were multiple and full of con-i'Gstation, an.d the visioll 
lnvisaged w,ere polarized ancl anragonistic.

,,"The -invention 
of tradition ind the reconstructioir of histories

,. based on traditional cleavages within pre-rnodern society, colo,ialI changes, and political awakening manifested irself trichotornously
and evertually settled crow. to an artagonistic and polarized di-
chotorny of a meta-discourse ancl irs counter. The rnera-narratives
o€ the discovered or imagined India were recited by the cultur:al
natio*alists frorn a position of dorninance, in collaboration withBritish scholars and bureaucrats and these were sought to be char_
lenged and negated through counterrecitals by tlr. political natio,-
alists 'n'orking somewhar autonomously from the disadvantaged
and di'ersified subaltern positions. The 

'reta-narratives embodyinga conl,l,0n vision of the subcontinert,s past informs most of the-writings of the cultural ,ationalir,.-.orirmunal or secular, rnod-erate or exrre,rfst-a.nd despite diffbrerces among themselves, setthem antagonistically'apart f.orn the counter-vision articulated bythe political nationalists.

India Discouered

The followi,g discussion of the reconstructed, past espoused bythe cultural-nationarist ideorogues, is based o, Jawaharral Nehrut'Disco'ery of India', bv far the rnost .osraigic and consciouslywoven text, rvritten while its author was serving a prison sente,ceirr Ahmed Nagar in 1944- The most striking characteristic of rhismvth-history is the idea that the nation in the subcontinenr is ar-cient, despite occasionar claims to the contrary, and is to be idereti-fied u,ambiguously with the Aryans or trrao-aryans, larer cailed

''' sec S' Hobsbaw,r & "Il Ranger (ed.) (19g3); also IJ. Anderson (19g3).
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1.7A- Natiormlistn rui thout a

Ifi,dus, hoivever meani*g again, o,ry caste_I-Ii*dus. Trre history ,Jfthe subco,tinent for Nehru starts rvith the adve,t of these Arya*races irl the rentote past. The subsequent historical developrlent ismainly the story of how these Aryarrs came, saq. and colrq.re..c trrisL-racku'ard land inhabited by unciv ilrz"apeopre a,d cievelopetl a. sociaisynthesis by esrablishing the Arya Dharirra, rhe natiorrrr ,irigio. andculrure-'a corlception of obrigario,s, of irr" discrrarge of duties ro
:ffi:':::: T 

orhers'-These ideals embodiecr i, the hf and literature

ques,byp.,,i;1]1,'L??lT:iE:::i;l;:,H::*1ffi::.Tljil_
cally unchecked and unmc-rdified frone rvith.ut down to the era of
5:T*,:::"0r,,"n, 

providi,g stabiliry, co,tin.iry a,d rhrrs i!",,riq. ro

Froru these dinr beginnings of long ago (the 6do-Ar_r.a, liter-aturea,d philosophy rnai,Iy rhe -/ectarf ao*, ;r^il,r.*rr"", I.dia,thotrght and philotopt y of l,dian life and c,lrure a,cl literarllreever widening and increasing i, ,roi.rrrr" 
"rrd sonreti,res flood_ing the la.d witrr rich creposits. I)uring this en.rnro,s spall .fyears they cha'ged trreir courses sorneri,res and e'en appeared

il|:ill#!: 
y" thev preserveci their essenrial identiry (f. rrie{a,u

Thc co,quest of the peoples of the land-rhe Mlechchas, harb*ari-ans' pt'imitives, forest dwellers, l)ravidians, etc.-whom a ,rvide gulf,separated trre i'corning Aryan r.aces and to wrrorn .trre ratter'*rconsidered themselve, ,rr?, superior,, .w.as u,ique and c'arac_teristic of their .ational genius- unrike other conque,ors of :rric_jenttimes our Aryan ancestors did not annihilate oi- 'enslave , rhr,- dr:fbatcclpeople but in benevolence civilized the,r by rnclrrsio, wit6i, rleAryr311 fold i.e. the nation, as the .tJasa-__1r.,d."s, 
11 arjcor<1ance ."viththeir natural tendencies and aptitudes 

) rrr a(-coroan(

"' i, the agcs since trre Arya.s hacr conle dr;rr,,, to ,nvrlat theycalled Aryavarta or Rharatvarsha, the problem that faced r*dia rvasto produce a syntrresis betwee, trris neu. race and currure ancl theold race and civilisation of the land. fb rhar the mi'd of Inciiadevoted irself and it produced an enduring solutio* built o, trrestrong foundations of a joint Indo_Aryan "culture. 
Och., ;;.;;
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elenrents carle and were absortred. T'hey rnade litde diflerence
(ibid: 138).

And also;

... at a time when it was customary fbr the conquerors to ex-
terminate or enslave the conquered r aces, caste enabled a rtore
peaceful solution which fitted in with the growing specialisarion
of functions. Life was graded and out of the mass of agriculturists
evolved the Vaishyas, the artisans and merchants; the Kshatriyas
or rulers and warriors; and the Brahmins, priests ancl thinkers who
were supposed to guide policy and preserve and maintain the ide-
als of the nation. Below these there were the shuclras or labour*
ers and unskilled workers other than tirc agriculturalists. Among
the indigenous tribes many were gradually assinrilated and given a

place at the bottom of the sociai scale that is arnong the Shudras.
'Ihe process of assimilation was a continuous one. Tlrese castes
must have been in a fluid condition; rigidiry, came in much later
(ibid: ti5).

In other rvords, the Indo-Arya.ns in the colrrsc of their conflict
rvith and conquest of the non-Ar)rans ciiscovered a unique solution
to tl're conflicts in civilization and culture r:f all times--the Varnar/-
caste ideoiogl,-and succ:eeded in eft^ectins a hurnane model, a'na-
tional-typical' synthesis which in its original smre of'vibrancy anci
flexibiliry stood for harmony, stabiliry continuiry and therefore iclen-
tity of the nation down its long and tortrious history. The other two
institutional pillars of this 'national-rypical' are rhe village and joinr
flamilv systenl.

All the three pillars of the Indian social srructure were thus bascd
ori the group and not on the individual. The aim rvas social secu-
riry stabiliry and continuance of the gr:oup, rhar is of society (ibid.
2ss).

Arrd:

Over and above these (functional units oi social structure) a
scrong and fairly successful attempt was made ro create a cornmon g{

{
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naciolral bc.,d wrrici: r,r,<_rurcr hoict a,, trrese groups tosether___thesense of':r conrllon culture, corfrrrlo, trad.itions, corlrlTro, heroesand saints and a ccrl11r11ore laird to the four cor'ers of which peo-- ple went 
-on 

pilgrimage. 'fhis national boncJ rvas of crourse verydi{i:ere,t fi.,r present ciay r-ratir>.alism; it was weak politically butsocially and cuiruralll, ir was srrong (ibici. 251).

Though tl-re i<leological outlines of this national sy,thesis werea'-eady laid out duri,g the vedic and- t-lp"*rr,rdic periods, rhe ac_tual working out of trre sociar reorgan ir^tion -,^/as a rong drawr_outprocess that conti,uecl clespite Budclhist. and Jainist challenges till theKushan period in rire rhird century A.D. The Kushan period wasone of inv35i611 b1- stra,ge peopre, '*rri, ,rrange custorfls, rvrro .not
o,ly broke up l,cria.s political strucrure but 

"r.ir,rrg..-.dlr", ..,irr.rricJea]s and s<rci:,r ,t..r.t.rre arso'. In respo,se to this ,erv thrcat, then,an arrti-foreigrrcr nesistar:ce
shape'v4rich was rne n.rr rrl""Ji'iJ.'[,ffi.T.,r,I;.t*::]J::i
successfully r eesrablishing the .nation,"

T'lre reactiott r'vas essentially a nationaiist one rvitti the str:engtl.res rvell as t]re rlarro\vr)css of ,atio,auro,-itrrr rr-ri*,.rr.'o-f ,erigio,rand philosophy, hisrorv an,J tradition, cuscom and sociar structure.'z*hicir in its wide iold included alrnost every aspecr of the life o{-I,dia ar-rd wrricrr might be ca,ed Brahminisrn or (to use a raterrvord) Fli'dusirn becarne the symbor of nationalism. It was ind,eeda ,ational reiigion with its appeal. to a[ t]rose deep instincts, ra_cial and cultural, which fo,n ttre basis everywher-e of nationalisnrroday (ibid: 138).

Buddhism, b..rl* si,rilarry a crrild of [,dia, rrroughc, rrad a .arion_alist Liackgrou,d br-rt by beco*rirg a worlcr rerigion, it had abdicare,cits nationalist role' Thus it rvas natural {br the old Brahminic f}irh robeconre the syn-rbol again and again of nati,onalisr revivals (ibid: 138).The Brahnri'ic ,arionarisr movernent of the Kusha, period Flro_duced a strorlg ailti-fbreigner sentirnent, brought atrout a -lrahr.nin-Kshatriya coalirion i, dJfe.cc of their rronreland ancr curture, andushered in a 'revitarised nation' in the Golden Age of the imperialGuptas during which an 'artenlpr was made co build up a homog_enous stare basec on old Brahminic idears. The Golden Age of the
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iii.rt o""dnerrt's histor.v was thlrs a period in x.hich the Brahminic ide-
j:rl, o. the Varna ideology was established as state policy, againsc at-

ilr"-prr at disruption/dernocratization and the -Weltanschaung of the
'{;r,,ngg 

was Brahrninic nationalism, or nationalist Biahrninism. This pact

" between, and mutual rcinforcerxent of, Llrahminisrn and nationalisrn

'' *r, to repeat itseif time and again in tristory r,vhenever the natiorr
' pund itself in crisis, for,

The Aryan faith in India was essentially a national religion, re-
stricted to the land and the social caste structure it was developing,
enrphasized this aspect of it (ibid:175).

The great revival of nationalist Brahminisrn and the cultural ren-
aissance uuder the irnperial Guptas continued for about rwo centu-
ries, the fourth and the fifth. and eventually declined in atternpts to
resist the ner,v Lrarbarian invaders--the F{uns. hr the eighth century
Shankaracharya--one arnong the greatest of lndiah philosophers-
emerged and revived Brahtninism,/Hin.Juisrn b), adopting the Sanga

rladition of tire BucJclhists (ibid: 180).
It was trot the brilliant Arabs but the Turkish tribes who broughc

Islam as a significant social force to india (ibid: 227).

The Moslenrs rvho came to fndia from outside brought no new
technique or political and econornic structure" In spite of a reli-.
gious belief in the brotherhood of Islarn they were class bound
and feudal in outlook. In technique and in the methods of pro-
duction and industrial organisation, they were inferior to what
then prevailecl in India. Thus their influence on the econornic life
of India and the social structlrre wai verv limle (ibid: 267).

On the 'uvhole, the various rypes of Muslirn tribes that crossed
the border-Tlrrkish, Aflhan and fhrco-Mongol or Mogul-did
not seek to change the lives of the people, the custonls or the tradi-
tion and so they were all e,u,enttrally absorbed rvithin the flow of the
mainstream of native culture-

What is called the Moslem or rnedieval period brougtrt another
change and an intportarlt one and yet it was more or less con-
frned to the top and did not vitally afFect the essential continuiry
of Indian life so rrlalry of their predecessors in rr?ore ancient times l-lo
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became absorbed into India and part of her life ...-A deliberate at-
tempt was nlade apart from a few exceptions not to interfere with
the ways of the customs of the people (ibid: 237-38).

Horverrer, the first half of the second millennir,rm was clearly a pe-
riod of rigidiry shgnation and decay for the subcontinent.-While
signs of regression were evident even before the invasions, it uras

during the Mogul period that the social structure and cultural ideals
in conflict with the new, foreign and proselytizing culture became
more rigid, insulated and stagnant. The incomireg culture was nor
vibrant or dynarnic enough to have a vrtahzing influence.

The last of the so-called, Grand Moguls Aurengazeb tried to pur
back the clock and in ttris atternpt stopped it and broke it up. The
N{ogul rulers were strong so long as they put thernselves in line
rn ith the genius of the nation and tried to work fbr a cornmon
nationality and a synthesis of the various elernents in the country.
'W'hen Aurengazeb began to oppose this movement and suppress it
and to function rrrore as a Moslern than an Indian ruler the Mogui
empire began to break up (ibid: 265)

Basically, the introduction of an alternative belief system 
- and 2r.

phiiosophy rvhich was found to be crude, or the conversions in iarge
nurnbers by the lorner castes and irrdividuals of the upper castes, did
uot m.atter, but '.What was objected to was interGrence with their
own social structure and ways of living'.Thus, the second Brahrninic
national revival (now terrned Hindu nationalism of course) though
reot as glorious as the first one, Nehru says, took pl4ce in tlre sev-
enteenth century rn hen Aurengzeb ofFended the sentirnents of
the dominant and ruling comnrunities, the Rajputs, Sikhs and the
Marathas, through religio-cultural coercion and oppression.

A11 over the widespread domains of the Mogul Empire there rvas

a Grment and a growth of revivalist sentiment which was a mix-
ture of r-eligion and nationalism. Tlrat nationalism was certain]v
not of the modern secular type, nor did it as a rule embrace the
wh,cle of India in its scope. It was coloured by fbudalism by local
sentinlent and sectarian Geling ... yer the religion icself had a

strong national background and all its traditions were connected
with hedia.

I :-: -:-:l:::1:-.:.,-i:-;i:
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'The Indians', rvrites Professor Macdonell,'ar-e the only division of'
the lndo-European farnily w-hich has created a great national reli-
gion-Brahrninism-and a great u,orld religion-Buddhism' ... "

(ind) Shivaji was the Symbol of a resurgent Hindu Nationalism
drawing inspiration from old classics ... (ibid: 273).

The coming of the British to the subcontirlent however, meant a

radrcal change in the social structure and cultural ideals here. Despite
their conservative intentions and associations, the imperial Britisir
through their new political structure and the ecorromic change the;z
caused had been playing havoc with traditional Indian sociery and
culture, and particularly the hitherto carefully preserveci social hierar-
ch1,. 1r, this context, the follorn,ing is how Netrrru envisioned the role
of tlre nation:

The conflict is between two approaches to the problem of social
org:rnisation rvhich are directly opposed to each other .... The
Caste system does not stand by itself, it is a part and an inregral
part of a rnuch larger social organisation. lt nr,ay be possible to re-
nlove some of its obvious abuses and to lessen its rigidity and y.et.
to leave the system inracr. Bur thar is highll, unlikely as rhe so-
cial and economic forces at play are not rnuclr concerrled u,itir
this super structure .. -. It has ceased to be a question of wlrether
we like caste or dislike it. Changes are raking place in spite ot'
our likes and dislikes. But it is cerrainly in our power to mould.
those changes and direct thern, so that we can take full advan-
tage of the character and genius of the lndia' people as a rn hole,
which have been so evident in rhe cohesiveness and stabiliry of
the social organisarion they built up. Sir George Birdwoocl has
said somewhere: "So long as the Hindus hold to the caste sys-.
tem India will be lndia; but fi-om rhe day they break f]om ir, rher:e
will be no more lndia"..- But there is so.ee truth in what Sir
George Birdwood" said, thougir probably he did not look at it
from this point of view. The break ,p of a huge and long srand-
ing social organisation neay well lead to a cornplete disruption
of social life, resulting in absence of cohesion .... perhaps rlis-
ruption is inevitable .... Nevertheless w-e cannot just disrupt anrl
hope for something better .... In the constructive schemes that
we rnay make w-e have to pay attention to the human material,
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to tl-re background of it:; tirousht a,d urgerr and to .he e,viron_
ment in urhicl'r rn,e have to function- To igrro.. ail this and to fash_ion sorne idealisdc scheme in the air or L...ry to trrink in termsof imitating what othcrs have c{one elservhere u,c_rulc be follv
(ibirl: 24{t-7).

The choice of Nehru's text to elaborate the cuitural-'atronal-
ist vision of the past was not fbrtuitous. Apart fio,. the fact thar'Discovery of India' is tlte nrost slrsrematically and nostalgically
"r'ritten text, Nehrut image unarnbiguosly has been that of amodernizet and an indiscrirninate cine :rt that; and it is rareJy re-alized horv close he rvas i, tiroughr- a,d se,6i1-r"rrt to the rest ofthe nationalist pantheon-Bankim Clhandra Charterjee, Gandhi
anci Savarkar''Tlrerefbre conl-ending r,rrith Nel-r*r is irr a real sense,contending u'ith the neta-narrati'e of tire rlatio,:iiist visio. ofthe past in its lttost liberal for:m" f-lre others ernbellishecl, symbol-ized and to a certain extcnr sirnplified the .tisiorr lor ina-ss cc)n-sumption: for example. Neh.,'s arubivalent evaluation of theno,-Arya* traditions: pre-Aryan, Budclhist. Islamic and liberal, be_canle rnore openly devalued a,d negative in the wrirings of R.c.I)utt, Bankirn, Ranade, Lala Lajpat, Aurobi,do, B.c. pa] and <_rtrr__

'ers' The Aryanisne ancl Brahnrinism of the eiite Neirru rvas againtransformed in deference to mass sensibilities, into a genera bzed.discourse on Hincluis,r in most oi- the works- The harnronious
society built on the Brahmireic ideals of hierarchv.was recailed asRam Rajya mainly by Ga,dhi. Despite such a variety of formula_tions of the past, the cornlnon denominator anrj trajectory in allof them was clear and sharp: trre pretbrence for ,rr.i p".ioritv of rrreAryan/Brahnrinic raccs? their ideoiogy of' sociar gradecrpess,/hier-arc\ their consranr histor ical role i,, developing the icienriy ofthe 'nation', the necessity hence of shaping the nationalist ftrtureby salvagi,g as rnuch of these ideals ,, poilue fiom ,,-rltifario,s,roder' attacks. It is precisely ttris sectr.i"r, and seic., ,.lar,g ofttre past, inte,ded to preserve a,d pronlote the status quo or ratherstatus quo ante of social power-configuration u,ithin society asthe scie.tific hisrory of India" that was .hru.rrged and exposed byscores of political natio,alists who saw themselves as heirs to othertraditions in historv.
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AlterrLate Discoueries an d Antagonistic [/isions

Alternate and autagonistic discoveries of Ind.ia, challenging i6e
dominant vision of glorified, nationalizecl Brahnrinic hierar chy, as
we have already suggested, 'were attempted fiom tlre ge,eral subal-
tern position- The implications of this locale of relative powerless-
ness were several and sigrrificant; first of all, unlike the for*r"., these
subaltern visions were not an imperialism-sponsored project and
under the concrete, historical circumstances were not only autono-
mous but by implication a part of a broader anti-imperialisr agelda
of mass emergence. If the coionial project of extraction of econoneic
and hunean surplus was constructed on the foundational premise of-
the traditional stattts guo, che rnaster nrythification of the pasr was
its integral part. T'he subaltern age,da of mass emergence i, con_
srruccing divergent and antagonistic rmrthological histories tlrus ciral-
Ienged tire intelleccual for-rndation of colonialism itself. Seconclly, rhe
subaltern imaginings failed to develop and transfbrm themseives i,to
one grand meta-narrative coullter to the dominant rrision. ancl their
episodic natlrre was due to their general posirion of subalternitl..
Flowever, there is nrore to this; rn hat is pejorariv-ely labelled as fi-ag-
rnentation is in flct rootedness in and continuif/ with the culturalil,
diversified rradicions of the subconrinent. And so it is o.l;, thro,gh a
strange logic of the dorninant political idiom that diverriry irseli has
colne to be looked upon as fi'agrnentation, an aspect of subalternitl..
And thirdly, in the face of the colonial-nationalisr and oppressive
master-paradigm of history and culture, the subaltern ,.r..h became
multi-directional. It included the repudiation of the meta--narrati'e,
attempts to discover a counter meta-narratirre, and constructions of
difterential and separatist pas"ts.

The privileging of Brahminic hierarchy as hisrorv and regacy b'
the culcural nationalists triggerecl otF nruhiple responses fron tire po-
litical nadonalists working within the r.,ernaculars in ciiflerent culcur:al
resions of the subcontinent. What rvas glorified arid uphelcl as the
ideal for rhe future by the forrner was no\ry paintecl as plain hor_
ror, to be combateC at all costs. Counter-histories of anti-Brahminic
egalitarianisms were set up as the alternate nodal points of history.
And differential attemprs were made to rrace out a separatist yet
more homogeneous and inclusive historv and Iegacy, ,t ,.giorral and
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local levels' T'hus both in iristorv a,d by iogic, it was rhe sectarian,
exclusive and partisan reading of the past by the dominant cultural
nati'onalists that was prior to all other forms of sectarianism and ex-clusivism i, rnodern India- These later wetre resporises and reactio'sto the cornnlunal and- somewhat racist 

"".t,rri.rism of the leadi'g
groups 'uvho expected the continuation of the silence and subservi-
ence of the masses' Instead, the subalte'r-lo'uver castes despite heavy
odds made an all-out bid to emerge by creating autonomous mythsand histories, challenging the elite .ro*i.r"rrt vision.

The great political nationalist id.eologues of rnodern India-
Jotiba Phule, Rarnaswamy Naicker, Arnbedkar and SwamiAchchutanand-incessantly and systematicaily .*por.J- 

",rd con_de*ned Brahminicar Hi.duism 
"t a rerigion ancl curture of so-cial slavery, and therefore - a, enelny of the people struggring toerlerge as a modern nation. The ideals and values and the ctrsto,rsand injunctions of Brahrninical literature--the vedas, [Jpanishads,

Ithihasas, Puranas and Dharmashastras-as interpreted and upherdwithi, the comperitive politics of ,rodern 
"";";;irrrr-"pp.r..ato tlrese lllell as 2 rrcrcrnnrnrrr ^^il ---:

th e Var,. id"ol:; T'T,:j:,'J#:1":" ;fJ1:"*;:;.:i:*lconfirmatior-r of this was nor lacking in lir. manifold arternpts ofthe Brahnei,ic and allied classes to prevent rnass ernergence i, thenew opportuniry structure of education, jobs and politifar represen_tation' The sacred, national legacy was interpreted as tales fabricatedby Brah,rins, fantasric, irnmorar and ,rp.rriirious, intended to per_petuate Dasa and Shudra slavery. The obvious terrain of co,testa-tion was the varna/caste scheme.'while an idealized.yarnashrama
Dharma rvas found glorious and wortrry of export to ail other cul._tures of the world by Tilak, vivekananda and Gand,hi, on the otherhand, Phule, Naicker, Swami Achchutanand and Amb.Jir. 

-.o,sid-
ered the var:na schenle to be a plain ancl pai,ful anachronism thatdeserved to be dumped, and if it was a,.rra to be an integ;i ;;;;of I lindusim then that Hind.uisrn itself in toto,eecled to be givenup' T"hus Ra'an Rrjy" or Barirajya was preferabr. to Rr*o1y, i.which varna woulcl be the nacional ,,rr. ideorogy. In fact one ofthe major pre-occupations of most political nationalisrs of all re-gions was the deconstruction of the ernergent Hinduism to re_veal its Brahminic flcrm and demystificatio, of it as a new political
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weapc,n of the Brahrninic and dominant groups.'Iheir writinss i,
,i . ,.rrraculars, intepreting Hinduism r,rJ th. epics as carriers of
i$e Brahminic ideology of dornination, foured its echo among rhe
,Lundreds of thousands of lower caste rrlen and wornen and con-.'.ti'

-lilrr. to be controversial even today'.
. For ttre political nationalists the golderl age of the subcontinent

, rrps the pre-Aryan epoch when social equaliry was presurned to
,have flourished a,d sociery on the wrrole 

-*r, 
o.g, nized, on frater-

nal.and democratic lines. I, the south and the *,.r, the pre-Aryan
era was conceptualized as the Dravidian, Adi-Dravidian civilization.
The Tamils for example, considered the Sangam Age to be pre-Aryan,
believed that i. the era there was no caste/vama system ancl the pre_
sent lower caste and untouchables were free men, owners of trre rand
a,d rulers of the people. The ideology of Adi-Drar.ida exte,ded it_
self into Adi-I{erala, Adi-Andhra and Acli-Kannadiga, rhroughout the
entire southern peninsula. In the north however, pre-.Aryanism ex._
pressed itself as Adi-Hinduism and Adi-Dharrnisrn, parric,ri"r.ly in rhe
united Provinces and punjab. Ma,goo llam of punjab and swamrl
Achchutanand of the [Jnited provinces believed in a,d preached
pre-Aryan egaiitarian principles of the tirnes in rowns and cities. The
fii:st staternenr of Adi-Dh".*" ran thus: .-w'e are thc origi,al peopleof this countr';'. arid our rerigio, is Adi-dharrn. The Hi,rdu quam
carne fror, ourside and enslaved us'(M.Jurgensrleyer 1982:57).The
h-istorical vision of Swami Achchutanand ,rrd Rr- chara, is para_
phrased thus by d scholar:

The Adi Hindu leaders claimed that there hacl been ancienr AcliHindu Kingdoms in capital cides, forts and a thriving civilisa_
tion.They alleged that when theAryans i,vaded rhe counrry they
conquered these Adi Hiridus variously by brure force, repression
and treachery -.-.Trrey then devised tlr. .rrt. sysrern and oppres-
sive social laws, ernbodied in tlre vedas and codified ir-r the ManuSmriti in order to relegate the Adi-I{indus ro unrc-ruchable sta.tus
and to deprive them of their righrs in Sociery .. . The Adi l{indu
leaders projected the past not only as a period when the {brbear_
ers of the untouchables were rulers bul also as a golden age of
social equality -. - - Through their newly consrructed history of theoriginal inhabitants of India, the Adi Hindu leaders outlined an
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golden age by the culrural nationalisrs
emerged into social significance, see p-

idealised visio' of sociar equarity, and of the pasr power a.d glor-yt'at t'e untouchabres rrad losr ant, -,n,ere to clairn (N. Gooptu1993:290-.4)

The point of co,trast is only roo obvious:,rvrr,e trre gorden ageof cultural nationarisne *r, B.rh*irri."i.o"rrroraatio. and sociar in_equality; for the political natio.alisrs it comprisecl precisely socialequaliry and egalitaria,isrn as a principre of organizario,"3. Again, trrefall or degradation for the former rneant an increase in the i,fluenceand authoriry of non-Aryan races 
";;"1rrrrrr* of castes and races;for tlre latter the same nleant enslavernent co the Brah min/Atyarr cul-tural and social system.-

The political 
'ationalis$ saw the,rselves as heirS to another tra-dition of the subconti,e,tt historlr-66"6 of r esisrance, iretero_doxy' protest and egalitarianism.3l The anti-Brahminic traditions ofBuddhism and rhe Bhakri ,rrorr._*;;;;;r" prc_,rocier.n L_ra \^rereappropriated to express rhe mocrern socio_p"irri.rr ;"*. or 

"q.rrr_iry The vaishnavaite Moverlent of trre srrudras-yadavs, Koeris a,dKurmis of Bihar, rhe Marua curt variario' "irrr. ,]"-,.'"ilorr, ,ir.Nama shudras of Bengal, the moclern rer.ivars of Kabirpanth, l{avidasPanth etc' anrong the lowe.r a,d clepr"rrJ--.rrtes of north and cen_tral 
'rdia 

are some exar,pres. The ren:wed interest in Budc{il;r'i;rnodern tirnes-is certairrlj .orr.rected with unearthing arternate tra_ditions antagonisric to the vedic,/Brahminic 
'ierarchy. 

As eariy asthe 1890s, Bucldhism u,as reincarnated among the rorver castes ofMadras Preside,cy conrbined with educational efforts and expan_sion in the assertion of a new identity. A,rbedkar,s re_d.iscoveryof Buddhism was the most co'sciousry worked out recovery

r(' Note that what was considered the
was rhe period in whiclr untouchability
Mukherjee (198S) p.94.

l

{

3r G' omvedt (199a) pp'223-59-A full le,gth hisrory of trre subconrinenr fro,rtlre anti-Brarrnrinical oli..,v *, *ritt." U;;;.Ir'o,r"r- fi;;; (u,46).Several other 'histories'lie buried within *r...".,.r". tradirions, embodying aiter-nate and anagonistic visions, for exarnple,'the hi.story of tl,re country of lndirars,(Thmil) by Pandit Iyothee D',, ofTrmil Budcihism. For an arrernare evaluarion oftradition parricularly of rerigion, see B.I{.Ambedkar (lgg7)vols. IIr * irt
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of traditior-ral esalitarianism in the context of modern ,atio,aiism.
These multiple discoveries,

had either created a new symbor or modified dre existing ones.
For instarrc., th" animal sacrifice was substituted by coconut sac-
rifice: the sacred thread was replaced by Kanthi (rosary of basil
bead); the parrern of diacrirical mark was rnodified; the temples
were replaced by monasteries or Gurudwaras: the Vedas were re-
placed by Guru Granths (sacred texts of Gurus) or living Gurus or
by both. They also created their own myths, rituals ,rr-d pr".tices
etc. (N. Gooptu 1993:104).

If- (iandhi \\ras enthralled with the possible re-escablishment of
the selGsufficient and harmonious little republics in oceanic cir-
cles, Ambedkar had nothing bur contempt for pr:e-mociern Indian
village life.

In rhis republic there is no place for demo cracy.There is no place
fbr equaliry: There is no room for liberty and there is 1o roornfor frarernity- The India, village life is the very negarion of a
Rcptrblic (,B.R" Arnbedkar 1 9g9:VolV, 26).

Attempts were even made to rework theVedas andVedantas: although
vivekananda clid not find any contradiction bervu'een non-dualist
philosophy and discrirninatory caste practices, the sarne Advaita be-
carre the philosophical foundation firr struggle against all social dif-
ferences a,d the casre sysrem in the *ritirr!-I of Sri Narayana Guru.
The cornrnon import of all these variegated reworkirrg, oi the resist-
ance tradition was clear enough: if the cultural nationalists clairned
continuiry with hierarchicalVedic traditions and traced the history of
the nation as one of ascriptive gradedness and inequality, tlre politi-
cal nationalists claimecl continuiq, with egalitarian lleterodox tracli_
tions and rraced the history of the nation m orr. oficlenticy ofhuman
worth or equaliry.

origin myths proliferared among the lower casres in general d,ur_ing the colonial period: trre common refrain discernable arnong them
was how they were all equal in the beginning and how they were
subseque,tly deprived and depressed.'Eq.r"l in the beginning, was
rrteant to counter the 'natural, inequaliry of human b.i.rg, that the
cultural nationalists believed in, preached and practised. Sri Narayana
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rvithout working out an alternate vision for t'cnrsclves.

3*l^.,.| T^lli:ltd 
a practical test to dem.nsrrare rhe '*ar*rar eq,aliry,ot au nlerr: he taught the vedas to a group of students and chose ahigh caste person to select the best v"ai.-r.cital fror.. 

"*"r; ;i;'when the judge pointed. out to a boy, the Guru reveared thar rrewas a Puiaya by caste---the most polluted by Brahmin sr:rpdarcls. Thecontrast here again was the rtatural versus ihe historical explanationof the so-called differences of merit amorrg trre castes. T.he conren_tions of the political nationarisrs were in trre realm of history andtheir praxis was an age,cra to be realized within history.
Alternate discoveries and antagonistic visions by trrr: generafly sub_altern masses were attended with frantic attempts to overcolre rheirinherited disabi,lities and they were more ofren tha' nor beset wichdesperation and frustration. Their aspirations and socio-polirical .,r-bitions were not making sufficient and satisfactory heaclway eitherrvith the British or the cultural nationalists. The selfish anc irnpe-rial calculations of the former and the ralonopolism and exclusi,is,rpractised by the laffer in the context of skeived eco,ornic r:h:inge,generated a solid and combined fbrtress which preclucled mass ac_cess. Frustrated rnass emergence was begi,ni,g to look fbr othera\rerues when it was i'creasingly becorrriig clear that rvit6i, a uni_tary fbrm of sociery and state i, *r- ,"".1y-irnpossibre to realize theage-old dream and traclition oi socio-poiiti.rl equality. Amberikarwas satisfiec w'ith making a symbolic 

-gesture 
of religious separa_tism by renouncing che Hiredu fold anJ becorning a Buddhist. Inthe north the political narionalists Swami Achchtrtanand,, Ramctrara, and Mangooram toyed wich the idea of a separate quarl andActrchutistan- I-he Sikhs too raised the demand for a separate punjab,

and in the south, anti-Brahminism transformec{ icself t}rrough the de-mand for self-respect into a Dravidian Moveme,t fcir a separate Thmilregion' The tribals, wherever they found the,rselves i, nunrericalstre*gth and occrrpying contiguous territories, raisecr the srogans ofAdibasi/Munda/Birsa Raj. wt it" these separarist ru*rblings, .rr*rJ_cultural <lr politico-cultural, were largery lo.rtri,r.cr wirhin the leveiof society at least during trre coloni"i p.riod, the saff,e \,\ras nor r'ueof the Muslim deman,J for pakisan.
The Muslim middle crass, or what wenr by thar name among trre

L:*::lt l:.lvas 
never appreciable in size and shape, struggtecl for
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I cal' activities of the cultural nationalists, ,i.,rggling within them for
',',' 

^ 
{^i, share of social and poliri.rr po*.r."ro*.rr.r, when it becarne

clear tl-rat integration wichin th" ,rrtion-state was pre-conditione<t by
the acceptance of a peripheral position within the nation rhey began
their search for greener pastures using their rich rerigio,r, t.rdi,iJrrr,
myths and rnemories.

The rnain ideologues of Muslim narionalism-Syed Ahmecl Khan,
Iqbal and Jinnah-all started out as staunch pan-indian nario"arr,l
and orelv subsequently turned separatists. The first articulations of the
separatist Muslim national consciousness, by consensus, can be traced
to the 1B60s when Ahmed l{han's ambiguous staterne.fs were ex-
pressed rviren the demand for repracem.rrl of [Jrdu by l{indi in rrreuP adrninistration was raised. Khan's concept of .quam, too, var_
ied l}om time to time- But what is of significance is his stress on
education, ,,*c:h. in the same way as that by the rower classes arcl
casres in ge,erai" Iqbair.s dream of a hon,reland for Muslims was preffy
late i, comi*g duri.g the first d.ecade of the present cerltury, a,d re--
volved arouncl the northwest region although the status of the region
as province or nation remained arnbiguc-).rr. 1i,.,r"hi terrn or ,tirg_
gle *'ith the cultural narionarists *r, ih. rongest. without however,minirnizing the inherent ambiguities of the coloniai situation, thegrolving power and territoriai spread of Islam and the later virulence
of the Muslim 'communalists' ih.rrrs.l,,r.s, ir courd still be said thatduring rhe pre-Khilafat period tlee rhrusr of the rra.rrlirr6 ip g.rr.."l
\ as power sharing and progress through education. Their separa_.
tist irnaginations and visions, riddlea with several anrbiguities, never
managed to mobilize the culturally scattered.Murslirn ir"rr., at the
stibcontinental level, hut continued to be a phenomenon of certain
areas only and as such w-ere very much within the power of the cul_
tural nadonalists to contain anc{ hege ntonize"32

32 Basic readings for Musrirn poriricar/culturar imagining are rrre
S'A' I(han, Iqbal andJinnah; a,d also see K.K. nziziteaT),A.Aziz
Ahmed (7991),8 Malik (ed) (r97 r) etc; antr B.R.Ambedkart (1 990)
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Their dernand all along had been political nationalist in nature, cle-
manding acceptance and encouragernent of their emergence as much
as the other lower castes, yet they were participating in the politi_

wricings of
(1967), S.N.
vol 8.
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Later historiograpltl,, duc t
sought ro apportion eq.",,.;j;[:i][T?' ril:,,;.:: ;#i:|']li;and Muslirre conr...utlalisms or exdusivist visio,s. Ilut at the revelof sociery it 

'ras trre social a,ci c,ltur.ar ,.p".rrrirrrr of th. ,r.,.,ri,antcastes rhar v,.as prior both-rogicaily ; 
"il;;;ricarl* 

Aspimtions fi:rpolitical separatisrll on trr" p".t of trre Musriur erite was trur1, a far*out of their i,abiliry 
'o '"..i. a, h-onourabre prace wit6i, rhe secrar-ian national vision of the ctrltural nationalisrs.3i

Gandian political prr,osophy a,d pr.axis a*ernptecl ro colrapsethese anhgo,isti" 
"rrj "rr...rr,. visio,s into a unitary societal formrn consonance u'it' trre unitarl' State structurc erecteci b-v Ilr itisirIrr.lperialism. nid ir succeed i;, ;, rristoricar nrissio, ?

33'While the rheme .Hincluisrn
u,, o"lr*.:i,.r, af rrre verv root of narionalistpolidcal auzkening, rhe slogan.

decacle of Lhe ccilonial rule, see -.rr11.r" 
in danger'rva:; raiseci only dunng the lasrIJ. Chandr-a fi 9f;4) pp. i {i3 1I
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