(Chapter-4

InpDiIAN FREEDOM MOVEMENT AND INATIONAL
AWAKENING IN ASsSAM

(

KEY POINTS . ]

o CGrowth of Assamese Nationalism and Formation of Literary Associations

ani Socio-political Organisations

Role of Assam in the Natlonal Movement for lmlt'p-r:ndcnn.:.
Ministry of Gopinath Bordolol

some Post-Independence Institutions

4.00 : Growth of Assamese Nationalism

The first Anglo-Burmese war took place in 1823, After the
expulsion of the Burmese from Assam, Yandaboo Treaty was signed on
24" February 1826, It resulied in the political annexation of Assam by
the East India Company (EIC). Afler the Sepoy Mutiny, India came under
the direct rule of the British Crown on the basis of Queen’s Proclamation
of 1858, The period from 1826 to 1858 is known as Company Raj
in Assam. The British annexation of Assam led to cconomic and political
restructuring of the n:gh:nﬁ. The intreduction of English q.-dyb_n:-.:l.:iun had dual
impact on Indian society, On one hand, it helped the educated indigenous
class 1o critic [,,|'|:!Ir guestion their tradition and on the other hand it
facilitated the growth of national awarencss. Like in other pans of India,
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by the end of the 19™ century, voice Dmlhsentf:fvoice of dissent againg;4
began to stir the people of Assam. ("',,-adLlﬂ||3f" . nos of several prominent §
the British rule found cxpression in the writing

. alism in the region

(oo ationalism 1

personalities of the time arousing feel 3 o hjgh“gm the problems *
Several socio-cultural organisations Were forme s

and aspirations of the common people.
dhini Sabha

4.01 : Asomiya Bhasa Unnati Sa 4
ed the growth of &

Assanm wilness
ss. Another significant

awarencss. As a result, |
If. One of the earliest !

ings of

By the middle of the 19" century,
a newly emerged educated Assamese middle cla
development of the period was the growth of national
the new middle class made efforts to organise itse
associations was the Gyan Pradayini Sabha initiated by Anandaram -
Dhekiyal Phukan and Gunaviram Barua in [857. Anandaram Dhekiyal
Phukan strongly opposed the introduction of the Bengali language in schools,
offices and courts in place of Assamese in 1836. Consequently, there had
been heated debate in the press regarding the independent status of the
Assamese language and re-establishing it in schools and offices. This
movement for the Assamese language cventually led to the growth of cultural
regenerafiou in Assam. It was only in 1873 the'Assamese language was
rc-cslabhshe;ll. H?wever, in the process language became a marker of
Assamese nationalism.
o-fom ssocaions in ones 1o e e Sdentsfrom s
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[ lrernati Rinlleieed Kabba aroused a sense of unity and national awareness

amuonest the Assamese. To develop a strong scientific base for the

Aszamiese language, the Sabi ok the mitiative of adoping a correct
andd standardised grammatical syvstem in all the vernacular schoaols of
Assam. It also deaded to comple a comprehensive aocial history of
Assam and to translate the important Sanskrit works into Assamese,
It was due to the initiative of the Ascmive Bhse Danani Sadiving

Sabha, the government undertook the publicstion of Hemchandra
Barua's magnum opus, Hembosh

The Atoomrivar Bfaasa Leeati Sadfrent Sabha  uted to hold repular t::l:::::;:fﬂ:ﬁ

scholarly discussions on vapous subjects ke Assam’™s history, culture,
Ticratise s language. I alwo sought to establish branches in differen: pans
of Assam. Secveral Assamcse student= whe noturned 1o Assam afier
1:'1:"-1"."1-:'[‘L""'| of thear wrppdies 31 Caleuitla formeed branches in KoMima Tl.-rw_"r
1':.1--._|?;Lr1-. Sihaapar, Mow gong, Golaghat Barpeta, Goalpama. Jorhat, and
ll;'“u“__.. i. The most sigaificant coninbuiion of the dremiva Bhasa Lnnati
i _'E..u L was the publication of their journal, Somcil which usher
In 2 nEw ey in Assameve [leratuee.

2.02 : Jonaki Age
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prosETess of Avcamt Lakshminath Berbara’s “Mor Dk, cAsam Eﬂ-ﬂgntl“

‘Fleen Boragi” tf. and the writings of Ambikagiri Rayehoudbury used 1o
sy [arize nationalistic sentiments. Sfonakl was successful in reyeneTating
eultural and socizl conscinusness in Aswam.

4.03: Assam Chatra Sanmilan

The growth of nationz] awareness alin inspired the formation of
the Asam Chatra Sanmilan and ity frst session was held an 25
December 1916 at Guwahati under the Presideatship of Lakshminath
Bezharua. The founder seoretary was Chandrznath Sarma. The chief
ebjective of the Saamilan was to cnrich the mether 1onguc hy
contributing towards s development and preservalion. The Chatrea
Sanmilan also atternpted at exchanging views amongat all the students
of schools and colleges of Assam. At i1s inceprion, the Sanmilan kep
politics- away from its purview, yet many of its lcaders supported
participation of students in national politics. Though it was not a political
arganisation, it helped in the growth of 2 conscines group of Assomese
students
Emincnt personalitics from different fields like education, politics
and literature used 1o participate in the annual sessions of the Sanmilan.
Promineni amongsit them were Lakshminath Besbanea, Padmanath CGohain
Baruah, Acharva Prafulla Chandra Ray, and Krishna Kama Handigue.
The mouthpicce of Assam Chatra Sanmilan was MILAN, The Sanmilan
made remarkable contribution 1o the growth of Assam's educational,
cultural, and literaiure and also io the growih of national consciousness,

4.04: Ryot Sabha

BBy the cnd of the 19* century, Tezpur Ryot Sabha in Darrang
district and Nagaon Ryot Sabha in Nowgong were established to resolve
the problems faced by the peasants, In strengthening and exceuoting the
action plans of Terpur Byot Sabha, Lakshimikanta Barkakoty, Haribilash
Ararwala, Lambodar Bora, Bhabanicharan Bhattacharya and many
eminent personalities belonging to the newly organised middle closs
played a major role.

The Ryol Sabha raised its voice against the newly imtrodiced land
seltlement in Assam by the colonial state. It demanded for the abolition
of grazing tax, reduction of land tax, and 1o ban the migration of peasants
from cast Bengal, However, the ﬁthh.:.dld not play signifscant rale in the
peasant movement of 1893-94, which look place a1 Rangin (Kamrup),

Laclhima. Sarthehar and Patharughat {Darrang) against the enlapcement
of land tax,

Hicrory
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Praring Civil Diecbedience movement (1930-34), Fyet Sabloe was re-
established under the puidance of Assam Provincial Congress Comemittee,
Uneler the banner of Fyot Sabha, the losders of the Conpress attempted
at mobilising the peasants, Byot Sabhas came up in Sibsagar and Darrang
districts, The Byed Sabha of MNaduar and Chevychoier were very streng between
1930 and 1939, During the pericnd of the Civil Disohedience the st
important demand of the FEyot Sabhas was the reduction of land tax by
S0} per cent.

Tor dirget all the Fyot Sabhas towards a common goal or ohjective
a central committee, the Al Assam Hyet Sabha was formed and its e
cession was held near Tilikiyam in Jorhat on B Apnil 1933 gnder the
presidentship of Congress leader Nabinchanden Bordolod, In the second
session held st Derpaon arownd 3000 peasants were present. During
the perind between 1934 and 1930 around 30 Hyot Sabhas were
established in different parts of Assam. Gradually, by the end of 19410,
the Ryot Sabhas lost s vigour ond in many parts the Ryl Sablins
were included within the Provingial Congress Cammitices,

4.05 : Ahom Sabha

The Ahom Sablia was Tormed in 1893 by Padmanath Gohnin
Baruah, The hirst session of the Sabha was held nt Sibsagar in 1R93,
One of the first activities of the body was an anth opinm campaign.
The chiel aim of the 5abha was to demand for privilege for the Aloms
in the British administration and o revive their traditional religion,
language and social customs, thereby re-establishing cultureal identity of
the Alboms. The Sabiba al=zo demanded Tor prl:w'l_d:'n]:q_ spportunitics (o
the Ahoms by considering them as separate community in terms of
economic and educational backwardness,

In 12010, the Sabha was renamed ax the Ahom Association, T
became overtly political. A significant palitical demanid of the Sabha was
— to get recognition for the Ahoems as o minority community and
reservation of seats in the Assembly and a separate electorate for Alioims,
The Association worked hard towards this goal throughoot 1930% and
40=. In 1941, the Association witnessed internnl division omongst ils
members. A section of them was inspired by the National Congress and
formed a separale organisation, Nationalist Ahom Association. [t became
gradunlly weak by 1950, ! P

4.06: Jorhat Sarbajanik Sabha

F i INREY
The Jorfat Sarbefanik Sabha was founded in 1884 by Jagannah
Barua at Jorhat. It was a landmark in the political associations of Assnm,

Indian Freedom Movemeni and Naniowal Awabenlng ln Asvam
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Pae towmber Prvsndent of the Sabha was Baba SSavwnanasan Santha
Lygareath Bl Bovamse e sovocbann . s while stinlomg al i'l.'l."-'nln.'ln;-:._-
G e R s g B e o ho o8 sssasreatioris Bt e Aliniay
ki, Pairned s Nasiiadnos, D st st stbes sy Baoieal, [
st Bt BT mren e Assegsatian i e G pepiesent e aspinailiogig
A SO DI Pl anmd b pevssiaree Dy gssermeent te Lk steps
w by Ul prcoimne. Thas the chael odievtives of the Al Sardpanid
JorNRT WY
¢ Toopepivsant i aspivatens of the poeple T the eoncimnent,
= Lo eaplan gesemreent polivies B the pople
= Lo amelierate the corkdition of the posple
Althsareh the Sabhue avonbad cvimmme mtes dinscd contfivatgion with e
AU CETIIERCELL, S R ERtsd 1En et ddinat eaploitatine goscanment |-..,..]i_.,'-i_.,;-?;_
Fow such essises taken up by the Sabha werne

1. It mabsesd wosiew against the intoeshsction of the "Assam Lol anad
Bevepire Regulation Act, 1880,
T In 15929308 teok wp the vause of the rasts alis protested agiinst

the enhancement of revenue

In 1895, the Sabhg submitbed o meavorandum @ the Roval
Commission on Opaum asking for gradual abolition of opiun in
A,

The Sabha was steongly aeainst the pantitssn oo Bengal in RS, Tie
Rabha opined that the political future of Assam would be endangerned if
At is angseassd waith Fast Benal Thae then Chisel Commuissonst ool Asam
Bam Fylde Fuller asmved at Guwahats (Odunssipaliy Offed on | P 1905
and explainad how the pantition of Bengal woakd benefit Assam, Manik Ch,
Baruah the Scorctany of Assim Assasciation sl Jagannah Bagiale the
president of Jorhat Sarbapanik Sabha were convineed to be benefined and
eave up anti Bengal pasition mentality. The Sabla demanded thai the
interesss of the Assanese poople should be protecied and tiat certain pumbser
of jobs should be reserved For them m the new provinee. The Sabha becaime
weak after the death of Jagannath Baruah and survived up o 1921,

4.07 : Assam Association .

A broad based provincial foram fo appeise the Govenmment of the
wishes and aspirations of the people of Assam became an wigent need.
This led 1o the formation of the Jvsaer Asseetasion in 1903 by Manik
Chandra Baruah. In 1995, the first session of the Assocation was held in
Dibeugarh. In this session, it formally elected Raga Prabliot Cliandr Baneh

Fiisfory
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s s Tresident, Jogamnath Wariah as Viee-President and Muonik Clhamlm
prarnat os Cieneral Seceetary, The Assecution served os e mouth picee
af the pevple of Assamom presentimg b the authoaitics their seeols aend
FVEREY, R apeicd amsprieetioners . LTl Wav ldd War |t MNationnal
Loy bk vrestbeptblle preesenvee s Aoy, sl e clasapme Assorciaadioen
was e most infeentinl orgameation dotog that peraad, Like Jorfior
Sarbofinnib Sala, a0 dul met Bebese dircet comtromtation with the
atihonties, e Assocnition ol lesss ead parace il sl comestaiutisnmal iwetlusls to

bring clunge Santnir ol ther mwmbwrrs ol the Acssosrinbion were also the

members of the Legislative Couneily il thevetre, vould influence the

g ennent thrssuiaeh their spweeshies sl delates on thae Boor of the Coungil,

Some o e issues paised Dy thee Aossan b swepe!

i. Ieowas ceitwcal of the predasmnpmee of governmeent ofTcials in the
Stvbeapal Commmittes amd of tea planters in the Local Boands,

3, tr dlemeaaded demoeratisaeiomn of e ool Boidies,

1 oppesed enlancement of tves, exeise policy of the government,

o] dlenmamdled abselute prolinbitnn -|1|'11-]1'i||m.

g I was eoncermed whbwsul thie |.I|:1.'|:||1-|1-|11-¢p|.|; al gl pnu.'i:'u.:f i the
el oof edvwention, Hemee, i negotited for the representation of
Aszam i the Caleuttia University Sviddicate, appointment of

Assamese teachers in Cotton College, cstablislunent of technical
I LT e,

O of the mijor issues undenaken by the Association was 1o oppose
e incorpomtion of Assam into a single provinee wamed as Eastem Bengal
and A bn 1905, Tn 1907, the Association submitted o mremommndoum o
the Seerctary of Sate for India o sepamite Assam from East Bengal, It
demanded the imtroduction of the Montagu- Chelmsfond refomms of 1915 in
A as welll For this purpeese s Association sent 2 tean of seven memibers
1o Calowten in 1917, The Associstion even sent Nabin Chandra Bordolyd and
Prusanna kumar Barmeah o London for the same, Due to the pressune built
up by the Associstion, Assim came under the refomms of Montagu-
Chelmsfond. Another major demand pat Forward by the Association in 1920
was the demand for the establishment of b univeraly in"Wasam,

The Assam Association pot actively imvolved in the Non-
Coaperation Movement, 1921, Finally its members felt that Association
showld fdemtify itsell with the aims and ideals of e Congress and
change s provineial cutloeok i eeder 1o serve the larger interest of
the country s ultimate goal in the struggle for frecdom, In 1916, the

Faitlien Frocdem Movement and Nodtomal dwaleming da duam
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Awipciation semt delegates to the Indizn National Congress and thug
established a formal relationship with Congress. The delegates of the
Association also attended Nagpur Congress. Over the vears. 3 greater
number of delegates from Assam staned attending snnual conferenee of the
Indian MNztiocal Congress and in 1921 the Assam asiociation marged with
the Assam Provincial Congress Commitiee.

4.08 : Assam Provincial Congress Comaittee

Like the Indian National Congress, the Assam Provincial Congresy
Comminree was also a result of nationalist zeal against British rule. The
formation of the Indian Mational Conagress in 1885 marked the beginning
of 2 acw era in the freedom movement of India. Many organisations of
Assam stared sending their representatives 1o the various sessions of the
Congress,

We have already mentioned in the above section that the Assam
Assactarion had already actively panicipating in the national politics
under the leadership of the Congress. Many of i3 leaders felt that the
Association should identify itself with the aims and ideals of the
Congress. At the same time. some other members refused to get
amalgamated with the Congress.  However, the plans and programmes
of the Congress started immensely atrracting the middle class. As a
result. a discussion to amalgamate the Association with the Congress
took place at a meeting of the association held at Jorhat on 18 April,
192} with Chobilal Upadhyay in the chair. At the initiative of leaders
like Chobilal Upadhyay. Nabin Chandra Bordoloi, Krishna Kanta
Bhattacharya, Assam Association decided to merge itself in the newly
formed Assam Provinciel Congress Committee in 1921 which was
affiliated 10 the Indian National Congress, It is worth mentioning that
the All India Congress Committee in its Nagpur Session in 1920
officially accepied the principle of reerganisation of states on the basis
of language which appealed the lcaders of Assam as language had been
A semsitive issue in Assam.

Subsequently, an ad hot committee of Assam Provinciol Congress
Commitice was formed in June 1921, with its headquaner a1 Guwahati
and Kuladhar Chaliha as its president. Later Tarun Ram Phookan became
the president, Under the initiative of the dssam Provincial Congress
Cevmmiite, Gandhi was invited 1o Assam in 1921 e propagale the message
of ““ﬂ‘m'ﬂptrmii;':n- His visit tremendously encouraged the congress
“'?Tki_.'r:'. o 'i':ill'l'_'r';:;;ul the non-cooperation movement and implement the
Principles of Swadeshi. At Pandu n 1926, the 41 All India Congress

Hinsary
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Committee session was hosted by the Assam Provincial Congress
Cammitice.

In the following years, leaders like Bishnuram Medhi, Siddhinath .
Sarmah, Maulana Tavebullah. Ambikagin Raichoudhury and a host of
promincent members took the initiative to implement the plans and programmes
of the Congress. The first officially elected President of the Assam Provincial
Congress Commitiee was Bishauram Medhi who was elected in 1930 for
a perind of @ years, The Congress pany could finally sccure a major victory
in the general elections held in 1946 and Lokapriva Gopinath Bordolod
became the first Premicr of the Assam Provinee. In 1946 when the Cabinct
- Mission proposed to integrate Assam and the North East into group C with
East Bengal. the Congress pany under Bordolos strongly protested against

the proposal. Ultimately, Assam was not included in Group C for the
movement led by Bordoloi, supported by Gandhi.

4.09 : Swadeshi Movement and Assam

The new province proposed to be constituted by the British Govt. by
combining As=am and Eastern Bengal was first named as Eastern Bengal, Though
the vast area of Assam was included in new provinee, the name "Assam’ was
dropped from the title of the province. In other words, Assam was about 1o lose
its sdentity and existence. The European Tea Planters’ Association in Assam waos
aggrieved with this and objected 1o this decision. They argued that the name
Assam is famous for tea in the intemmational market and it should be there inthe

name of new province, The British agreed to change the name and the new name
became *Eastemn Bengal and Assam,”

The *Eastern Bengal and Assam” beeame a provinee under the Licutenant
Govemor right from the implementation of the pamition of Bengal on 16 Okct,
1905, The then Commissioner of Assam Fuller became the L. Governor of the

new province. ALthe same time the capital of Assam was shifted from Shillong
to Dhaka, Dhaka beecome the new capital of * Eastern Bengal and Assam”,

The attitude of *Jorhat Sarbajanik Sabha’ and *Assam Association”
was Mexible on the issue of partition of Bengal. They became supporter of
- partition expecting ceriain benefits out of it But a1 the same time, the role
of the leaders like Padmanath Gohain Barua, Ambikagiri Raychoudhury,
Triguna Barua, Raktim Bora ete. was different. They werne dead apgainst the
partition and made propaganda among the Assamese (o protest the partition,
Inn the meantime, the effect of the Swadeshi movement cxtended up 1o
Assam, The influence of the movemcent was seen mainly in Dhubed, Gauripur,
Goalpara, Guwahati, Tezpur, Dibruzarh ete, town of the Brohmaputra Valley.
Agom Keshan Ambikagini Rayvchoudhury and Gobinda 'Lahin formed
revolulionary argamization among the students of Gawahati, They called forusing

fndion Freedom MWevement and Navienal Awalesing fa sasam
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isues of Assam, dlowever, the mujm'ilyrlbu the nee 0

A b CHe i oy i beyeobting foreign portils ”.' ”?;‘}I'—:‘;l“”t;h u._l
\BRINY, | e PO ) AT o] Do) aaniedi, pnnige, ¢ ””””.Jmp .-.J,lf’-mm:ﬂ
IR YY) IHII'IJ:I_H i I”||I!a. A F”””I”'] liiclonita 1 f jwithatt wel -{f' l,,:. i lj'i "
Aok twloe | g Weuk and donated the money to the fund o .JW.JH tf ]
WOV N gy O | Al ] Iayehoudhiury wrote i revi I‘JIHJJI'Idr b
drnma Wil 'Winding Bt e nugeripl of this dearms t—‘lﬁm III":I#(]__.,
by e POle wihije WWREbelng perfonned on the stage of Cotton € ul!ugmta_:
Iy Sehiool, o 1 luly, 1006, Ambikagirl established 4 u:w-!u!mfla /8
UERRIEZA 0N Sewa Sungha, witl i help of revolutionary activists Khudirmy -_.-
e, l'.mlmll'nHhur-.:_.-, Uiltash Kar Dutin ete, of Caleutia, A hnmh’wa;.
I o HIW L Shilong rosd tirgeting to kill 1, B, Fuller on'7 hﬂﬂ_lg":'
1906, Abikig | ik Interrogated by the police as the prime F"“i'f":‘fmfll
the cie, Ax WARLE e hid 1 Wiy it f-im]w- A A% prisoncr up Lo “"_M- Ihe
Writinh Goyy, Wed to keep aulde (he Brahmaputra valley people from the

W enee UrHWFHIl'II]Ii movement, To be suceessful in this objective, lhcj'.' ¥
LOOK up soime wellire netivities, some of these are-

i

I, L0 Inbroduce Asgarene language and literature in the syllabug of
CtEnee examination of Caleuti (Kolkata) University, _'

2 L0open baehielor degrees in al depurtments in Cotton College
Wreviamp the instivtion ay e centre of excellence,

3, lo reintrodiee Moujadary system in the Brahmaputry Valley,

i,

10 introduce 20 pojn settlement of land,

These nre some indiree| benefity from Swiade
movement became much more Popular in the Syrma Valley under the
leadership of' the Surma Vialley Associntion, National Schools were set up, :
atsylhet, Habigan, srimangal, Lakhai. 13 *

"iichang, Karimganj. Sifchar
and other plices, |

shi movement. The *

4,10 : The Nuﬁ-Cuuperatlun Movement and

The Nonscooperation Movement (Asiha
event in the Indion struggle for independence, T
and Tasted through 1922, supported a| ilong by he Indlia
Under Mahatma Gandhi's leadership, (he movemeny 4;
British rule through non-violence (ahingg), When
Lo the call of Gandhi, the Assam Assocition Wiig
movement, Alseetion of the Association, fed
Prasad Chaliha, IGhanashyam Barug
Association should retain its separ

Assam

. a8 & major
ment started in 192058

N National Congress,
hL’ £ 'u

NoL surg 4
by Gangy
and {Jlmndmdh;.r
Al identity iy, Order ¢, :
£J0ining (he pyine a8
politics, At thegieventeenth session of (e Jr‘inwmmJ ::;i:ht'mdmsw |
Tezpur in Deeember 1920, the Asociation e, ¢ B
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. ?Eiuu] With the local
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ook the resolution of joining the non-cooperation mavement znd to

v of the Congress on the matters regarding the

[RILRAS I.,."IL,.”I I |]L movement |['| ﬁ‘; sl IT] SO0 err”:'-] ;f"h T-h'.. ]'fldlif.lrﬂi
stream with the form;: ation of the Assam [

i June 1921,

follow the direetive:

rovincial € angres s Committee
Kuladhar ¢ haliha and Nabin Chandra £ ardolol were

L} . 1]
clected as President and Secret tary of the Assam Provincial Congress
Committee, respectively,

The Non-cooperation movement in Assam reached its climax with

the visit of Gandhi to Assam in August 1921. In all the meetings
addressed by Gandhi in major towns were attended | by large section
ol people. HLH]:‘JUI:ILHIU: Lo the appeal made by Gandhi people joined
boycoll movement by organising huge bonfires of British gm.;j;.rL'ndﬂ
the leadership of Chandranath Sarma, Hemchandra Bzruz. Omeo
Kumar Das, Muhibuddin Ahmed, the youth of Assam participated in
the movement by boycotting government educational institutions. Some |
of the prominent youth leaders of the movement were, Lakhidhar |
Sarma, Rohinikanta Hatibarua, Bimalakanta Barua. Kanak Chandra
Barua, Benudhar Sarma, Tilak Sarma and so on. Following the students
many lawyers like Nabin Chandra Bordoloi, Kuladhar Chaliha.
Tarunram Phukan, Kamini Kumar Chanda, Bishnuram Medhi left their
legal practices and joined the movement. Many government officizals
and teachers also left their jobs. With the growing influence of the
movement national schools were opened up at Gauhati, Nalbari. Jorhat,
Tezpur, Sibsagar, Nowgong, Karimganj and Maulvibazar. The first
national school was established at Gauhati in February 1921, which
was named as Tilak Memorial School in the memory of Bal Gangadhar
Tilak. This school started functioning from Rohini Kumar Chaudhury’s
residence at Bharalumukh. Later it was shifted to Assam Club at Uzan

Bazar. The leaders of the movement also undertook a programme of

constructive works,

One of the major impacts of the movement in Assam was the fall
in opium consumption. As a result of the vigorous anti-opium campaign led
by the Congress workers the consumption of the abkari opium fell from
1615 maunds in 1920-21 to 993 maunds in 1922-23. The revenue eamed
from the selling of opium decreased by 19 lakhs rupees. Another important
constructive work was popularising the use of khadi and increasing the
production of khadi.

The movement witnessed unprecedented suppornt from the tea garden
labourers, The large population of tea garden labourers took the
opportunity to raise their voice against the colonial exploitation on them.

Indign Freedom Movement and National Awakening in Assam
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There were ieenrils of sporadie strikes and distobances. In May 193] 3
aromendd E000 Bnbownrers of thineen tea pandens of the Chargoliy gyg 3
Lomggai valley of Karimganj sabdivision ciume gelbier W protest againg
their colonial masters under the Congress leadenship, Demanding o N
wige inerease amd aceompanicd by slogans of Ol Melerag K708

Jai®, the Tabourers came ot of their pardens. Unnerved by soch exodug _ !
of Lithosrers, the planters stanied pressurising the district sbministratioy .
to wse Torce to bring them back, Dusdreds of Tdwmrers lost their lives 8
i the turmodl it followed. Otlers were fonced hack 1o their pardens,

A4.11 @ Civil Disobedience Movement and Assam (1930-34) 4

Ganadhi, who hod re-entered active politics in 1928, gove e call
for o Civil Disobedience Movement in 1930, Iis aim was (o paralyse the
wilministrtion by performance of specific illegal acts. On March 12, 1930,
Guondli along with T8 companions which also elued Sarojini Naidu
started from Sabarmati Ashrom o the sea-coast ot Damdi (a distanee of ;
240 miles). At Damdi, be aomld his followers broke the salt Iiw by prepaning
salt itlegally. The Movement spread sapadly, .

In Assam, leaders like Hemy Choamdrn Tharualh, M. Tayebullah, &
Bishnuram Medhi, and Ambikagin Ravehoudbury assembled a Judpes’
Ficld at Guwahati and expressed their solidarity with Gandhi’s Salt
Satygraha. Lecladhar Barua, then stuudying ot © T College, Caleutia joined
the Dandi March. However, a1 this junciure, the Congress leadership In 4
Assam announced that the provisee was not eeady Tof a mass movement.
Leaders like Tarun Ram Phukan, R.K. Chaudhury amt Nabin Chandra * 8
BBordolod were not enthusiastic enough to the Civil Disobedience movement,
On the other hand, committed workers like Bishouramy Medhi, Hem
Chandra Barualy, Mahammad Tavebullah, and Ambikagin Raychowdhury
were actively engaged in organisational work vnder severe financial
constrainis, Under such circumstances, the Congress in Assam needed 10
be rejuvenated. The task was accomplished under the new leadership of 8
Bishnumm Medhi, Mahammad Taveballah, and Ambikapiri Ravchowdlury-
New committees and sub commillees were constituted 1o look into the
various matters of the movement. The objectives of the pewly formed.
committecs were 1 ranse fund, dellance of repressive laws and ordinances,
boycomn of the British goods, and anti opium and liguor campaign.

Young leaders like Omeo Kumar s appealed 1o the students L0
jodan the movemend, but response from the students was lukewarm, Howeven © S8

History, - S
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o prostest against he arrest of Nehru on 14 April and Gandhi in 5 Miy
V30, students participated in bartal in o large pumber, On f el M, M"_""'
1930, students in the Brhmapuiean valley resorted 1o the boycott of their
innstituticns fo dermaonstrate teir protest., Meanwhile, the situation became
more sensitive when K, 1, Cunningliim, Dircctor of Public Instruction, issucd
a circular on May 1930, popularly known s Cunningham Circular asking
stucbents and their pareits 1o provide writlen |||11I|:|:1.'|.k'i.ll.g gu:lm.nl:!:l.-irft.; that s e
the students would nol participate in any kind of political activity. Those

found guilty would e punished by imposing fines and depriving of

scholarships and also expulsion in ense of severe “crimies’. The students

sharply reseted 1o such Tumiliating diktat and it further sparked ofT the Ciwvil

[Hsobedienee movement in the region,

The Assam Chatra Sanmilan organiscd a special session at Gouhati
1o discuss its plan ol action. They decided to picked govermment institutions.
Arcaringd 3,017 out of 15,186 students lefl their instinntions between July and
August 1930, Picketing was soon exiended to opium amd liquor shops.
Peasaiits too pol engaged in the movement by demanding reduction of land
revenee by 50 per cent. Forest laws were also violated in certain areas,
Student unrest ook place in Surma Valley as well,

B men e

4.12 Quit India Movement and Assam

Japan after overrunning Singapore and RHHEDDH in 1942, was
knocking al the very doors of India. Gandhi and the other Congress
leaders Telt that the presence of the British in Indio would naturally
invite Japan 1o invade India. Consequently, afier much deliberation, the
All India Congress Committee in Bombay on August &, 1942, passed.
the famous "Quit India® or *Bharar Chore " resolution. Gandhi®s speech
mt the historic August meetling took place ot Gowalia Tank in Bombay
and this place is now known as the Avgust Kranti Maldan, A great
struggle was lunched demanding immediate freedom and end of British

rule. It was during the course of this movement that Gandhi gave his
powerful slogan, Do or Dic’. People from all walks of 1

ife participated
in the movement. y

The government on its part suppressed the agitation with an ren
hand. The Congress party was declared illegal, and its 13;-'.:{&.:“ including
Gandhi were put behind bars, Tﬂﬁy'saudg were arrested and imprisoned,
A large number of people were killed and many more were wounded,

tidion Frecdvm Mavement and Notona! twakenbng fn Avam
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Like in other parns of Indis, in Assam olze the major Congregg @

leaders woere arrested and the Assam Pradesh Congress Commitice, the &
[ristrict Congress Committes and other subsidiare bodies were declareg
wnlawiul. All forms ol meeting, Mareeds, and patherings were banned, The &
movement in Assam staned with nen-violent metheds ol -llkﬂ'h:n'.s-.I . .:.
processions, demonstmtions, and picketing. However, keders being in jail 3
and with the growing police atrocities the ssove ment tumsed inte rebellion, b
The people attseked government builcdings, destroved pailsvay iracks and .'
sabotaged military supply lines, Particularly, in Wogaon amd Darrang &
districls, govermment bllil:linl:s. were regularly attacked angd eflicers were -
assaulied. There were incidences of sabotage on rmlways near
Lihahabibazar in Habiganj, Sarupathar in Golaghat, Panbari and Rangiya |
in Kamrup and Liuffrai in Sibsagar,

Throughow the country, the British responded 1o the movemoent
bv mass arrests and public flogeing. Hundreds of innocent people died
in this violence and the Congress leadership was cut off from the rest - I
af the world till the war was over. In Assam too, the government started 5
taking stern measures to repress the movement. kushal Konwar was
henged in conncetion with deratlment of a train a1 Sarupathar. He was

the only martyr o b hanged wn India during the

Quit India Movement, DBrutal police finngs ook place _'
at Patpcharkuchi { Barpeta), Fakisagram (Goalpara),
Dhekivajuli and Gohpur {both in Darrang districs)
killing hundreds of people including a 14 year old
girl, Kanaklata Barua of Gohpur,

It was genuinely n mass movement bringing into
it hundreds of thousands of ordinary Indians. [sclated
incidents of violenee broke oul sroumd the country, but
the British acted quickly and arrested thousands of
peaphe and kept them in jail Gl 1945, Apart from filling
- up jails with rebellious leaders, the Brilish also went
| :hcad and abolished civil rights, frecdom of speech
B2 L nd frecdom of press. The brutal repression did end
| the mass phase of the struggle, but few leaders who
E had cscaped arrest went into hiding and tried 10 guide
b the mass movement by conseliloting underground
| networks, Among them were Jai Prakash Narayan, 58
b g Joshi, Aruma Asaf Al Bam Mandear Lohin, Achyul -

ﬁqq"..r Kanaklata Harus Patwardhon and Sucheta Kripalani, In Assum, such

fritary
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undergronnd activities were carricd ot by Sankar Chandra Borun, [0
Aahendr Mot Faearika, Jvotiprasad Agarwala, Lakhiprasid Gossanmi, :
frajanath Sarma and Goahan Chonden Goswomi, By 1943, there were
around 32 undergroumd volunteer camps ot Bajali alone, Moany such
camps were organised in Ramrap, NMowgong, Darrang amd Sibsagar.

During the Quit bidia Movement, parallel governments were Tormed
im o Tew rural areas in Assam, Village panchayats were established ai
places like Bajali. Hatisung, Dhakeakhana, Raha, Jamuguri and Bahjani. R
Mo - revenue campaign was also carried out vigorously. Despite of the el il s

active involvement of the leaderless people in the movement, the

movement was snulled out very soon, By 1944, even when the Congress
leaders were still behind bars, the movement was dominated by the Govt.
with enormouns force, Many nationalists were disapposted that the Quit
India Movement hacd failed.

4.13 Ministry of Gopinath Bordoloi

The elections conducted afier the World War 1 in 1946, the [ndian
Mational Congress emerged as the majority party by winning 58 seats
out of 108 scats. Thus, Congress formed the government with Gopinath
Bordoloi as the Prime Minister (Chief Minister) of Assam. The members

, of his ministey were Basanta K. Das, Bishnuram Medhi, J. Nichols Roy,
Ramnath Das, Baidvanath Mukherjee and Abdul Matlib Masumdar. Till
independence Assam hardly had any educational infrastructure, Immediately
after indlependence, the Moarth Eastern region had 1o face the problem
of borderland, In 1947 the partition of India disrupted the communicittion
between the north-castern region and the rest of India. Only a narrow
strip of land of 12 km, joined North-East with the other parts of India.
Afier the partition, roilway lines and river transportation between West
Bengal and Assam ran through East Pakistan, The partition also dismupted
the complex cconomic tics that existed between Bengal-Assam-Arkan

| regions, Before the partition, this region (Bengal-Assam-Arakan) enjoved

a dynamic global economy through its apro-industries producing tea, indipo, =

Juie, silk and cotton textiles, Aflter the partition the r|-.. Jormed states

disentangled the global cconomy in order o build up thei own regional
ecomomy. Besides economic disruption, the region h deal with the %

problem of the immigrants, amd peographical reconstrect hiem, Thus, ’E-f-;"
the region twumed into o geographically isolated arca 8800 at the same el
lime a1 steategically sensitive anea. .

i
-

Copinath frisradabed

Frtian Freedmn Movewiend and National wokeming in Ao
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Uniler sueh cireumstanees, the region focwssed on brilding up jig &

infrastructure along with overall socip-ceonomic growih. Another &

¥ importani sk was to develop its human resomee as well. Tlere, we :
will briclly discuss a few post independence developments of Assagy :

along with the establishment of a few fnstiintions under the leadershijp 3

of the ministry of Gapionatl Bosdels. .

415D 2 Assam Agricultural University

The origin of the Assam Apriculiom] University con be traged
back 1o 1903 when an agricoltural research station was esiablished 8
at Karimganj followed by ansther at Titabar in 1923 Thougl the |
, stations continued their rescarch amd tainng, yet it hecame imperative
lo have an agricaltoenl and o ;
velerinary eollege which led to the
calallistunent il the Assom &
Agriculivral College n1 Jorhat ond- '
the  Assant Veteriney  College :
af dagoen in 1948, la 1969, the
Assim Agriculiueal University was

estabilished embracing hath these
Colleges and shifting the Velerinanye - '
Cullege [roan Nagaon 1o the present

lcation ot Khanapara, Guwialiati, ]

Mabn pude of Assam Agricubural Unisversity

Assam Agrisulural University -
wits Elus fies) institalion of its kil in the
whole of Morth-East India. The main objectives of tle Assam Agriculural
University an: :
. To prodiuce globally competitive iuman resources m farm secton, 28
= To camry ont rescarch i bl conventional amd frontier greas for

proshection.
= Tooptimisc as well os disseminale the generled technologics as public -
posl, f :
*  Toexpand the use of eclmology For benelitting the Rl prowers”
producers, £

= Tomaintain a balance ameng all the stakeholders of agriculiueal sectar
while emiphasising on sustainability, equidy snd overall food secunity !
al houschold level, 3

Scanned with CamScanner



4.12.2 : Gauhati University (CL)

The University of Chuhat, popularly kaowin as Caalabl University, is
the oldest and the first public university of North-East Indin. 1t was
extnblishicd on 260 January 194K, That o wniversity could caslly be estnblished
in Assnm was opined by Sie Michael Sedlar. Chairmein of the Cofenrta
Lhedversiny Coanmmission in 19T, T the same year, the Assanm Ansocintlon
mudo o public demond for o univernity at it annunl session held ot Slbangnr.
Im 1240 the Qovernment appointed 5, K. Bhoyoen as Specinl Officer with
the tnsk of collecting relevant informntion on the selection of sie nnd related
mutteds. The university was established uwnder the Gauhati University Act
1947 of the government of Adsam in 1948, The firal court mceting of the
unlveraity was held on 26 Jonuary 1948, which is consldercd as the
foundmtlon doy, of the university. 1t hnd 17 allilinted colleges nnd elght Post
Gruclunte Departments on its establishment. The LUinlversity which started
funetioning from the ety centre was shilled (0 the present compas in 1955«
56, Mow, the university arca Is known as Qoplaath Dordolol Nagur.

4.13.3 : Assam AMedical Caollepe

Ansnm Medieal College situnted at Dibrugarh {5 the Oreat medical
eollege I north-costern India, The hilstory of the conl lepe cnn bee tnvced haek
o the Bery White School of Medicine which was established st Dibrogarh
Iy DOEMY usloge a domatboe of B, SO0 Froann Doctor John Derry White,
edvil surgeon of the East Indin Comgany, b 910 the college imparted two
s=rny mnchlives from Englond, Aler the Seeond Waorld War the college was
shifled 1o nearly hospilal premibses that had been used by the US Anny. Aller
Inclependenee, on 3 November] 947 the collepe was fonmally rennmed o
become Assam Modical College.

With inerensing Jemancs or health corg and health education, the
need for more medienl colleges in Assem wis keenly felt, "The Stue
Covernment in 1959 headed by Dimale Prosad Chaodiha, the then Chief
Minister of Assam, Mr. Fakoruddin Al Ahmed, the then Finnnce Minister,
and Mr. Rupnath Brahma, the then Health Minister of Assam decided
ta have u secomd medical college in Assam. Accordingly, an expert
commitice was sel up on 7 November 1959, The committee submitted
its report on 26 April 1960, Dy o Siate Government order dated 26
June 1960, Dr. 5.N. Sarmo, the then Prineipal and Superintendent of
the Assam Medical College & Hospital, Dibrugarh was entrusted with
the responsibility 1o moke all necessary arrangements for storting the
preclinieal classes ot Jalukbark from August, 1960 and nlse for taking

Fevalbliny Frovadwm Vovemnearr geidl Nanrcarirad Pk edilrig dn . lasine
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Assam Medicn] Collepe comipus, Pihrapark

necessary steps for establishment of the proposed medical colleges
at Gauvhati and Silchar. Accordingly the vacam Avurvedic Collepe
buildings at Jalukban were waken over and arrangements were started
By August, 1960, On the 20 September 1960, the Gaubati Medical
'E::,ﬂlr_rgn_'- was formally inaugurated. The first batch of the 100 students
were imterviewed and selected in the AMC, Dibrugach in the last week
of Scprember, 19260, In 1968, Silchar Medical College was also

cstahlished,
- .-.-:Jlﬂ-l ..l-.l r---F'.'-l T r n i m— 1
I i - _ L - s = i
D LM M AR X

By the mid 19 century, Assam like other parts of India witnessed the growth of an
English educated middle class, The expasure of the western education led the middle
class 1o look ot their society retrospectively, On the one hand. this class moved ahead
1o reform their society, on the other band they organised themselves o rase their voice
aninst colonial exploitation. As s eesult, a number of associations awel erganisations sprang
up. Though the regional aspirations of the leaders of various orgenisalions remained, but
with the establishment of strong link with the National Congress by 1920 inegrated Assam
with the mational politics, ‘Thus, Assam made its contribution wwards e national
movement for independence.

At the me of independence Assam was not only Geeing the problem of the immigmots
st 2lso the probslem of ceonomic and infrstructur] backwandness. Gopinath Bosdolod
andd his ministey had o denl with such acute problems and made sincere effon o bring
about an inclusive development of the region. ___J
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ExXeERcIS E

Very Short Answer type Questions

When was the Treaty of Yandaboo signed? s
Which period s known ns Company Raj in Assam? : a
When waz Bengah Language introduced in Assam? '
When was Bengali Language replaced by Assamese language?
What was the mouthpicee of Assam Chatra Sanmilan? ¢
What was anain objective of the Ryot Sabha?

When was All Assam Ryot Sabhn established?

Who was the Sccoretary of Ahom Sabha? -

When and under whose leadership was Jorhat Enﬂnt;jaliik Sabha constituted?
Who were the first President and Secretary of Assam Provincial Congress Committee?
Who wos the hirst formally elected president of APCC?

Who was the Niest Prime Minister of Assam and when was be clected?

On what erimwe Kushal Konwar was hanged?

When was Gauhati University cstablished?!

When the name Assam MMedical College was !'l.'-m{all}' introdueced?

When was Gauhati Medical College tormally started?

S-hurt Answer type Questions

Write a brief note on Assamese Literary Socicty,

Give a briel trace of important nationalist rise in Jonaki Ape.

Write bricfly on the political demands of Ahom Sabha.

What were the issucs mised by Assam Association before the British Government?

Mention about the Assamese leaders who had led the Non-cooperation Movement in
Assan,

Write nbout Cunningham Circular,

Wite briefly about the problems fced by the Ministry of Gopinath Bordolor afler
independence.,

Write brief history of cstablishment of Aszam Agnculture University.

r'wril..: |:|-1-i|;1‘]1i_:;'.14.1r'_-.' of establishment of Assam Medical College.,
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onE Answer Ivpe t__‘.l-l.u*'-.l'rurll-. ] _-_-"\_\\ :

1. Discoss the role and acovities of Asomiva Bhasa Unnat Sadhi Salidya? £
2. Write about the comtribution of Assam Chatsa Sanmilan | L
A, Crive an aceount on the objectives and mole of the v Sahhas
4.  Write about the obgectives and activities of Jorhat Sarhajanik Sabha, |
5_ 'Iljl rit S]] |.I1l: |..'|.|JI|II|‘III| [IRER] III g‘ L% :A0T1 f“l""‘-ll"l.i-llhlrl Livsk ﬂrl.l'l |_|r_-|:u|r l".'jllﬂl'll 10 I:: ill -
I"|1'| ruh:,tl i,
AT h
- L] ] l L
6. Cave briel description on the creation and the ole of Avam Provincial ¢
: ki FH ] LT -
i ewrerimilee a
7. Gove brel descroption on B role of Assam in Swadeshi Mavement B 1
| . |
M, Carwws arrh avcasiaml et the reilie ol As<irn i SeOTecnnpeTnin v eImenl |
L apwes somn arecarianntl ootn thie rode ol Asscom an il [ hsolbedicnce i eapieil o Ir
| -
e, “Wrine alwsosit e ot Tpdia BMovednont i Assom Lt
11, fnve a boel descrption abaonut the instetutions estabilished in Avsam wmber the leadership
iil Flvawalaslane !'-.-Tlrl-l'.lr[, J
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