CHAPTER- 19

Divyang : Not a Curse

Naresh had to go to another town. He had to collect things from his house
and reach the railway station. He went to a crossing near his house to get an
autorickshaw. There was an autorickshaw standing by the road. He was|ooking for
the driver of the autorickshaw.

A young man, with the support of his crutches came near him and asked -
where do you want to go?

Naresh said - | haveto go to the station. The divyang man was ready to take
him. Naresh could not believe that this young divyang man could drive an
autorickshaw.

Naresh asked him with suspicion - How will you drive an autorickshaw?

He moved ahead with his crutches and asked Naresh to have faith in him.
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Even though | am lame by oneleg, | can drive an autorickshaw.
Naresh said - Never mind. | just have to reach the station on time.

The divyang man kept the crutches in his autorickshaw and drove
towards the station with Naresh.

Naresh cameto know from the autorickshaw driver that he had polioin
his childhood. Because of polio one of hislegs could not function. But he did
not lose hope. He has completed education up to class Twelve. So he decided
to work. He took loan from a bank and purchased an autorickshaw.Now he
looks after hisfamily and leads a respectable life.

Naresh wondered how a divyang man could take him safely to the
station.

Is there a divyang person in your neighbourhood?

If yes, then what kind of physically challenged does he have?

Does he do any work?

88868868868 8688688&88&88&88&88&88&88&88&88&8&8&8E&&

You must have heard of pulse polio. Children from 0-6 years are given polio
drops all over India by the Government. Polio is a kind of disease that occurs in
childhood. Init either the legs get deformed or fail to function. Find out more about
pulse polio from your teacher or health department.

8888868868868 8&88&88&88&88&88&88&88&88&88&8E&&&&&
8888868868868 8&88&88&88&88&88&88&88&88&88&8E&8&&&&

Raaram was visually challenged since childhood. Ragjaram'’s parents got him
admitted in a school for the divyang. He studied there. He even obtained higher
education. Today he isworking in a bank.

Even though he could not see, how did he manage to study?
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IEnvi ronmental Studies-5

Thereisaspecial script for thevisualy chalenged. Itiscommonly known as
‘Braille script’. Aswe look into the printed material and read, similarly, the visually
chanllenged with the help of Braille script, read by feeling the words. Those who
are visually challenged are made to practice reading and writing with the help of
Braillescript.

The person who invented Braille script was himself visually challanged. His
name was Louis Braille. He lost his eyes in childhood while playing. But Louis
parent did not lose hope. They did not want Louisto beg like other visually challenged
people.

Though Louis could not seg, still hewould help his mother. Every day in the
morning he would fetch water from the well. At times he would stumble on a stone
and fall. But gradually he learned the way. His father made a thin stick for him.
While walking Louis would feel the road with his stick. If his stick hit a thing he
would change his way.

L ouiswould recognize some of thethingswith hissmell. Hewould recognize
most of the thingswith their sound. He would recognize his people with their voice.
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Is there a visually challenged man in your neighbourhood who can tell things
by smelling, touching or hearing?

888£8&8888E58&88886888888E6888E888&8888E8&888E&8&8&E&&&

How does he do his work? What are the things he can do by himself? For what
all things does he take help from others?

888£8&888858&8888688&8888E6888888&8888E58&888&8&8&8E&8&&
88&8&88&88E68&8888E6888888E68888858&8888E588&888E&8&8&8E&8&&

Louis was aman of great self-respect. If ever someone took pity on him he
would get angry.

Louis did not know how to read. He would talk to people and listen to
stories. This helped him learn many things.

Books for the visually chanllenged

150 years back there were no books for the visually chanllenged children. At
that time, each letter was embossed so that it could be felt and recognized. It was
easy to recognize afew letters while the others were difficult to recognize.

Louis Braille had a solution to this problem. He invented an easy script for
the visually chanllenged children to read. He made different signs for different
lettersin English.

He embosed the signsfor English letters on athick sheet with athick needle.
The other side of the sheet had embossed impressions. He adopted this technique.
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IEnvi ronmental Studies-5

Braille script in Hindi

Thesignsfor Hindi lettersisshown. ThisisBraille script in Hindi. It hasembossed
dots on a sheet of paper. A visually challenged person reads it by touching it.

While reading Braille script
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How to read and write in Braille script?

Make holes on a thick sheet of paper with a thick needle. The embossed
portion should resemble the picture shown below. Care should be taken that these
signs are made from right to left. So that it can be read from l€ft to right.

Out of the 6 dots, one, two or more are arranged in different order to make a

le o4
|etter. While embossing, each dot is given anumber 2° ®° . But on reading the
de o] 1le
order changes. the order will be 5¢ 2 foreg.for'd o, o5 Sgnismade.
Ge o3 6

On reading it will appear to be c ¢ ; It will appear so because while reading
GCe

the page isturned.
In our devnagari script we have AT 'S eg. XY has X after 9 and an
T HEAT onit. But Braille script hasno vowels. You will havethe signsin thisorder

-first =1 ,followedby X, T and |

2 U X -1 Bl X N 20
Whilewriting Nareshin Braille While, reading 'Nareshin Braille

One more thing to remember. While writing if you write from right to left,
only then can you read from left to right.

On the previous page is given a reading chart. Can you tell how these signs
are made while writing.

£88&&88588588588588588588588&88&EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEES

Write your name in Braille script with the help of anail or athick needle.
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Try and read the name of your friend in Braille script. Are you able to read
the name?

88868888888 8588588858868858886886888688688&688&88&88&

These days many books are avail able on book of Braille script. Every district
has a school for the visually chanllenged .

If ever you happen to come across a book of Braille script you must try to
read it.

You must have seen divyang person begging for food and money.
Think, isthisright?

What should be do make them able?

Find out which institution are working for them?

What schemes are the government running for them.

Many times people make fun of viyang person. Is this right?

88868858858 8688688E588588688&688688688688&88&88&88&&
88868858858 8588688E688588688&688688688&88&88&88&88&&
88868858858 8688688588588688&688688688688&88&88&88&&
£8&8&&88588588588588588588588688688688&88&8E&&&EE&EEE&S

What have We Learnt?
Oral
1. How could Louis recognise the things?

2. What was the reason for Ramesh being divyang?
Weritten

1. What isthe difference whilewriting and reading Braille script and why?
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The visually challenged, with the help of Braille script, can express their
thoughts and can aso know about others, opinions. Similarly, how do the
dumb convey their thoughts to one another.

How can you motivate to make divyang able.

Find Around You
Observe avisually challenged man in your neighbourhood. Find out how he
does his work?
Collect information of divyang persons from news papers and magazines.

What arethe divyangatas other than being visually challenged. How do they
livean easy life?

+++
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