Does Culture Matter

Textual Questions
Choose the correct alternative :

Question 1. Why culture is a forbidden word?

a) The court ordered so

b) The Bible says so

c) The author uses it satirically for the modern disapproved of cultural stuff
d) None of the above
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Answer: (c) The author uses it satirically for the modern disapproved of cultural stuff

Question 2. “Faith makes one..................... " Fill in the blank with correct
alternative.

a) kind

b) neutral

¢) indifferent
d) unkind
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Answer: (d) unkind

Answer the following questions in 15-20 words each :
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Question 1. What was th specialty of Richard Terry?
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Answer: Richard Terry remarked that young musicians could be either men or crooners,
when they grew up, but not both. It resulted a big roar at that time.
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Question 2. What kind of a civilisation is described by Sinclair Lewis in his novel
‘Babbitt’?
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Answer: Sinclair Lewis in his novel ‘Babbitt’ describes a civilisation which had no
tradition and could consequently only work or amuse itself with rubbish.

RigeaR AT MU~ IUAM ‘Babbitt’ A 3T T T GUIH BT & oTGH] PHls TRARTY gl

oft 3R UNUTRGR=U Had HTH Il b IT HaR I I8 ARSI H Jobl |

Question 3. What did ‘Dante’ write about the inscriptionon on the gates of Hell ?
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Answer: Dante wrote about the inscription on the gates of Hell that they were made by
the power, wisdom and Love of God.
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Question 4. Why does Forster say that cultivated people are like a drop of ink in
the ocean?
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Answer: By giving this simile Forster wants to say that cultivated people are very few in
this world. But they mix easily, become friendly and behave well with others.
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Answer the following questions in 50 words each :
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Question 1. What are the two arguments of the people against culture ?
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Answer: Many people dislike culture. They argue that cultural stuff, if to be continued,



take a great deal of space and time. They wish to remove it in the present time. They
further argue that they were living in a new world which had been wiped clean by
science from time to time. They cannot get profit by traditions.
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Question 2. What does Forster mean by “Faith makes one unkind” ?
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Answer: Faith in someone or something gives a kind of self-confidence. Any one having
confidence doesn't fear any thing. He becomes bold and hence behaves unkindly. He
can face any difficulty easily and is able to give solution of every problem. Sometimes
such persons treat others rudely also.
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Question 3. What reason did Mrs Leavis give for the aggressive attitude of popular
fiction towards classics?
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Answer: Mrs Leavis in her study of the English novel shows that though fiction of the
best seller type has been turned out for the last two hundred years, it has only lately
realised power. She further says that today’s popular novelists tend to be venomous and
aggressive towards their artistic brothers. In such attitude they are supported by the
press and by the cheap libraries.
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Question 4. Why does Forster say that’'Dante is a test case’ ?
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Answer: Dante was Italy’s greatest poet. His creation ‘Divine Comedy’ is regarded as
one of the greatest works of the Renaissance creation. Forster says that if people are not
recognizing Dante, it is a sign that they are overlooking the culture. As a result without
Dante, without Shakespeare etc., life will be like a nightmare.
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Answer the following questions in about 100 words each :
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Question 1. How does Forster defend culture and advocate its continuance in the
modern context ?
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Answer: Forster came of age in a world that respected culture, and lived to see a world
that had little use for culture and little respect for tradition. Forster stated this change
publicly and championed culture and tradition. Forster realised it in the modern world.
Forster tries to hand cultural stuff on through this essay.

The best way to champion culture is to enjoy it and let others see that you enjoy it.
Forster is a champion neither of popular culture nor of scholarly culture, but rather of
culture that is connected to life, that aims at the good life that is as serious as religion
and as playful as a child’'s game, that links our generation to previous generations in a
great conversation.
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Question 2. Describe the incident of the popular comedian and the B.B.C. What
does the author want to suggest by this incident?
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Answer: Once a popular comedian’s programme had been cut short on air by the B.B.C.
When the comedian came to know about it, the B.B.C. which is generally stiff-necked,
made an apology. The B.B.C. also tried its level best to low down their serious mistake.

The comedian’s comments were printed in the newspaper and he consented the B.B.C.
to continue to broadcast in the future. Incident like this suggests that the past and the
creations derived from the past are losing their honour and on their way to be
unnecessary. Hence people want to get rid of them. The author also suggests that in
modern time culture should be preserved.
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Additional Questions

Short Answer Type Questions

Answer the following questions in about 50 words each:
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Question 1. What does the word ‘Culture’ mean to you?
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Answer: Culture is a forbidden word. We are somewhat not sure as to what it actually
means we often take culture to mean a superior work of intellectuality. It is regarded as
social distinction. It is thus the counterpart of aristocratic distinction under democratic
conditions. Culture makes a man take undue pride in his aesthetic accomplishments.
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Question 2. How is culture related to civlization ?
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Answer: Culture is the ‘flavour’ of a civilization that stresses the material prosperity of
man. Culture is actually the attitude that a civilized man takes to life and express the
same through art, music, literature and the like. It is acquisition of sweetness and light, a
continuing process that covers both knowing the becoming. Culture is, in short, a
refined delicacy of a civilized mind.
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Question 3. How can a culture be transmitted to next generation ?
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Answer: By preserving past traditions and cultural stuffs, one can succeed in sending
culture to next generation. We should maintain the quality and quantity of past
knowledge and try to improve it. It is the integrated pattern of human knowledge, belief
and behaviour that depends upon the capacity for learning and transmitting knowledge
to succeeding generations.
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Answer the following questions in about 100 words :

Question 1. How does the past literature influence today’s thoughts and feelings?
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Answer: To have read the greatest work of past literature, to have behold or heard the
greatest work of any great painter or musician is a possession added to the best things
of life. By such constant association, one’s mind is filled with genial thoughts and
feelings.

Cultivation of a sweetness of temper and acquirement of light of understanding may,
therefore, be defined as the aim of one who desires to represent culture in one’s life. As
one keeps oneself in constant association with the best that man has said and done i.e.,
with literature and philosophy, one experiences an enlargement of the mind.
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Question 2. “Relative change of traditions and thought help in making a new
culture”Comment on this statement.
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Answer: Modern age is tending to a gradual removal of separation between man and
man, as well as between class and class. Therefore culture now has come to acquire a .
value and significance in social life not contemplated in the past. For if culture means
pursuit of perfection, it is obvious that the more widely it is spread among the people at
large, the better it would be for the community. The pursuit of culture depends on



education. Formerly education was confined to privileged section from which others
were excluded.
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Question 3. How can people enjoy the privileges of culture in a society?
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Answer: Once the blue blooded aristocracy with all the material resources at their
command, tried to acquire the culture that was in their view, a mark of social distinction.
Thus whatever encourages separatism, exclusiveness or a feeling of class superiority is
antagonistic to culture in the right sense of culture.

If culture is desirable condition of life, it should be available to all alike. For this purpose
it is necessary to create a condition in which education is made free at all stages. This
light of education will help in growing new ideas in him and he will consider all things
without prejudice.
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