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M. N. Roy

itl, o. lde afional jo u rney oFM- N Roy

As a thinker we see transformation in M_ N Roy,s vievr's [I N Roy,s politica]

phiiosophy show a corlnection of evenls of his liie. lle begins his career as a

revolutionary nationalist. He was a member of Yugantar society. HC was jailed in

Hawrah conspiracy case 
_Hc 

went to Mexico where he got inflLrenced by

commLlnjsm. He ca.ne to be acknowledged as important authority on communtsm as

colonial issues_ He was invited by communist international by Lenin to oufline

communist international strategy with respect io issue of colonialism. He projected

himself as orthodox Marxist and developed difFerences with Lenin as colonial

question. e was .... from communist international. After this incident M.N. Roy

critically examined principles of Marxism. When M. N. Roy was stanched Marxist he

was a critic of Gandhi He considered Gandhi as a weak and lvatery nationallst and

supporter of bourgoisse- Later on he changed his view with respeci to Gandhi Frorn

critic of Gandhi he became the admirer of Gandhi. M.N. Roy,s position in ln.lian

politics got maeinalized and ultimately he gave the theory of r:rdical hL ranism.
Thlrs l\4. N. Roy,s ideational journey begins as admirer of Kid ir,,tarx and critic of

Gandhi then he becomes crltic of lvarx and admire. of Gandhi and ultimately gave

his cwn phi,osophy of radical humanism His ideational journey can be ciiscussed

\ rlh followino hpdds.

i) M. N RoY's Position on Marxism.

ii) wl. N Roy's position on Gandhism.

iii) I\,4 N. RoY's radical humanism'

First ph25s of M N'RoY

M. N. Roy come to be known as acknowledged aLlthoiity on.tolonial issu,-s on

Marxist point of view. He was invited by Lenin to end congress of commLinist

tnternational Lenin wanted to outline the strategies for colonies.
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View of Lenin

Lefin gave his theory of imperiarism. rn this theory he estabrished rhat
commLlntst revolLltion in advanced countries is a remote possibility Capitalism has
became a worrd system. Revorution against capitarism wiI start from its weakest l,nk.
Capitalism has got well entrenchecl in west.

Views of [4. N. Roy

I!4 N Roy also lreld the similar views. He also expected lhal v,/orld revolutton
aga nst cafiitalism v/tll start from colonies

Difference between Lenin & M. N. Roy

Two disagree wilh respect to strategy to be adopted by communist
international.

View of Lenin

Lenin thought that communist international should support
colonies.

Reason given by Lenin

ongoing struggle in

Lenln thought that contmunist movemeDt rs.not well estabj,shed in colonies
So comrnenter can enter into a temporary alliance with national bourgeoisie along.
with maintaining ttre distinct identity of commLrnist icjeology.

Views of M. N. Roy

M N Roy marntained o(hgdo( communist posr[on. He said that communist
should not support boLrrgeoisie struggle. He applied the examp,e of German
bourgeoisie in lndian context. He said that bourgeoisie class and their political
organisation will compromise with the imperialists in the last_ They will betray thegoal of ultimate freedom Sudipto Kavlraj says that he committe.J a guilt of
heteronomy. Heteronomy means tendency to see events through the eyes ot
Eoropean history in,ndian context.

M. N. Roy,s strateqy

Revolutioo can be brought by the narrow prolctariat class and not byprolelariat bourqeoisic combined. CommLtntst internat,onal should slrpport flt,-
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ernerging social forces in colonies ie proletariat. He overestimated strength of
lndian proletariat and underestimated nationalism of lndian bourgeoisie class. His

ludgmenl \,vith respect to congress proved wrong.

Result of debate

Overall position of M. N. Roy was accepted initially but iate. on hi was
elpelled From communlst intemational quite paradoxical he was blameal as ri!ht,r'/ln!l
illtellectual

M_ N_ Roy's views

M. N. Roy condemned Abni Mukherji for giving incomplete statistics which

. ., \\/as the main cause of his misjudgement about position and ;trength of lnd]an
-.. proletariat class.

. Vi^ws on lvlarxism

- M. N Roy's views cn Karl Marx can be studied front his books rike Scientiflc

, PoLiiics" and'beyon{l cornlruDt5m to humanism [4. N Roy had great praise tor Katl
f"4arx fle considered him as greatest lover of freedom afid humanity. M N. Rcy
mainiained himself as l!4arxist. He aimed at revision of Marxisnt. He wanted to save
l,4arxism crude economic deterrninism and to bring forward hLrmanlsl 2cl.Lrat of K3rl

I l\,aa \ I ne oaealect prob,em in Karl Mary ts neglectrng the dspacl of h,,m r.r 'raeoom.

. Criticism of theory of class struggle

' Marx says that human history is the product of class struggle llisiory is not

, simply class struggle but also product of class cohesion.

, l,larx has negleci the creative role of man in creating human llistory.

ialectical mate.ialis,n is itself is idealism. Mover ent of histor i Ir lirc torni ui

' dialectics if matter is nothing but logical argLlmentation.

I Dialectical materielism is materialistic interpretation of hislory is iiadequate.

Second Phase oI M. N. Roy s thoughis

1 M. N. Roy's vrews on Mafiism

2 M N. Roy's vievr's on Gandhism

L4arx gives minimurn role to Rtental aciivily is shapinq historv. Iloih ldea and
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Critical exaltaiion of M.N. Roy

His criticism of l\rarxisnl is not in depih_ lt is limited to criticisrn of dialeciical
of historical materialism. l{e does not enter tnto technicalities of Karl Marx like
Marxist theory of accumulation of capital and surplus value.

lvl- N. Roy,s views on Gandhi

We see transition Roy,s wofks with respect to CanOtri. His view on Canont
can be understood from his works like "lndia in transit,on,,and ,lndia,s problcrns
and its so,utions." "(lne year of non co operatlon,,. His views with respect to
Gandhi changed from 1931 on\,vards. lnitially l-re was great critic of Gandhi then be
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matter crea{e history. For N,4. N. Roy ideas have physiological origin tcleas are
also objective reality

Karl l,4arx negiects the ro{e of anthropology is shaping of history. N4ateriaJism
is not simply econonric Materialism can have djfferent criteria like powers ancl
physioloaical criteria

[,4arx has neglected ethics. ln l\4arx hurnan natuie changes v/rth chanoe
mod ol p,,j r. rtojr. In .,o dto rro I LI\ , dl /qt,.cS

L4aD( talks about djsappearance of middle class bllt middle class orours
nlllrber

in

ln Hegel indivjdual is overshadowed by state. ln Marx indlvi.lLral is
overshadowecj by class_

l\4arxism is a cult irationalism and is responsable for totalitarianism.

Romanticism plays an important role in revolution RevoJution occLl!_s wherl
collective emotions reads to a peak level.

Karl Marx has following contributions also.

lie said that even ideas come from mattea

All human knowledge come from physjcal substructure

A.tion.1n be.,ucrFs.ful if tt is based on we rouqht ot ptan

(tulanavendra Nath Roy)
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become sympathetic to Gandhi and after Gandhis death he praised Gandhr as
greatest Martyr.

Views in First Phasc:

not a mass leader, betrayal of masses as in MCM rejection of Gandhisrn _
newsocial ..... . ......

Lenin considered Gandhi as a revolutionary inspirer ancl leader of masses M. N.
Roy be eved Gandhi as reactionary with .nedieval ouflook Far from being leader
of masses he betrayed masses. Gandhi discouragecl mass actions He remincled
Lenin that there can,t be any revolution without revolutionary ideology. Gaodhi is
revivalist Gandhi is reviving cultural and religious traditions of past. He sald
Gandhism is in crisis in lndia. lle will be swept aside by mass movement. Indian
society is in stage of transition. New sccial forces are emerging and are struggling
to establish the new social order. Gandhi,s non-co-operaton is an ideology of
middle class having no revolutionary programme. There are following shod
comings in Gandhism:

Non violence Lrllimately supports violence. Non violence is a mask for hiding
true exploitation and inhibitinq revolution.

lf non-violence is practiced capttalism wiil never go

Gandhi inhibits real progress because of his medievalism and cuitural
backwardness.

- Metaphysics of candhi i e issue of.oFsciousness is unfortunate for politics.

- llis econorrlics of charkha is reactionary.

Gandhi has no economic programme to win mass support.

Gandhiis trying to unite exploiters with exploited through his trusteeship
theory.

' Gandha is not revolutionary blrt weak and walery otan seeking inte../iew with
viceroy

Changes in M. N. Roy view (llnd phase)
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From 1930 onwards we see change in lV N. Roy,s views for fo owingreasons He was condemned by communist internatjonal Lrnder Stalin
H,s p-]lrtrLdl tnfluen.e rn lndt.rn polth, . qol rnorgtndliz.d

- llis radial democratic party could not gain roots among masses. lhts wasproved by defeat of his party in 1946

, 
tl" observe striking change in his attitude tcwards Gandhl after Gandhi.sessassination ln his article qe!il!e! as death of Gandhi in Aprit 19,18 tl e.j'Message of Martyr and homage to Martyl, he savs

Gandhiwas a hLlmanist.

- Gandhi had a cosmopolitan appeal

Cdndhi atmed al purificatton oI polilr.s
. Gandht elevated poltl:cS above vLrlgar lavel of scramble for powcr

r-, rndhi used mJSs acrion lor polilical putpose.

Gandhi consolidated lictian national congress.

- Gandhi liberated national fo.cel

. violence. 
s from government repression through non
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Revivatism is not the only g.eat etement of Gandhism
. greater elements on Gandhism.

Radical Humanism

meaninq ot humanisnt

depth of radical humanism according M. N. Roy.
- purpose of his theory of radical humanism
- his maj611i/6r1. dealing with radicat humanism.
_ sources ofinfluence on humanism in M. N. Roy_

- three components of radical humanism _ freedom, reason, ethics
- other features of radical humanisrn

views of state and coocept of radrcal democracy.

but there are o -rer
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