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C BASIC RULES OF RUSSIAN PRONUNCIATION )

/ AN
1. Stress
In a word, only one vowel is stressed, all the other vowels are reduced. The vowels
that undergo significant reduction are -a -o. When these vowels are not stressed,
they sound like the 'a' in but. When stressed they are longer like 'a' sound in fa and
'0' like gh respectively.

The vowels - u and -y when not stressed are short like the 1 sound in thin and u
sound in put respectively. When stressed they are like the ee sound in seen and oo
sound like spoon. Vowel ' € ' is always stressed.

2 Pha hizt ion
There are two groups of vowels in Russian they are as follows

Nonpalatalizing vowels a, 9, 0, y, bl
Palatalizing vowels g, €, €, 10, U

Whenever the palatalizing vowels follow a consonant, the preceding consonant
is softened. The tongue moves to the roof of the mouth or the palate. The
softness is also indicated by the soft sign -p like the word marb.
Palatalization is especially important in case of -mx and -T.
Compare the pronunciations of the following words.

JIOM mias Tom  TéTda

3 Voiced n d wi celess consonant

Voiced consonants 00, BB, I'I,L, I O, XK, 33
Voiceless consonants nn ¢ b, KK, T T, I, C

There are pairs of voiced and voiceless consonants in Russian. When the voiced
consonants come at the end of a word, they are pronounced like their voiceless
counterparts. For example

roz (ror) 3y0 (3ym) Apyr  (ApYyK)
Voiced consonants which have voiceless counterparts are also devoiced at the
beginning and in the middle of a word if they precede a voiceless consonant.
For example

Bcerna ((cerma) omuOKa (OIIUITKA)

The teachers are requested to make the learners read out aloud the words giv-
en as a part of alphabet and vocabulary for reading practice. The same words
can be used for writing practice.
4. The '7 Naughty' Consonents are 'K, X,k,4,uril.' They never combine
with vowel 'sI'
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The Russin Alphb et

Hand Similar English Words
Printed Name of letter

written sound Printed Handwritten
A a A a a ar in far aBTOOYyC abmobyc
b 6 55 03 b in but 0ab0uka babora
B B 6é B3 v in voice Ba3a baza
I'r Ja D g in get a3 atay
IR Lg hite) d in day 7I0M o
E e G e ye in yet eBpoOIa ebfrona
E & Ee & yo in York énka Gurca
Kok | Hox KD s in pleasure KYK weyre
33 I 33 z in Zone 3aBOJ sabog
U n U u ee in meet UTPYIIKA | weforpuerca
U it U KpaTKoe y in boy rora tioea
K x Ar Ka ck in back Karma reaua
Jqn s eY) 1 in lamp 1amia wauna
M M Me 5M m in man METPO cwenfoo
H u AD 5H n in note HOX rone
O o Oo 0 o in port OrypéI ceyfer,
IT o Jn 1) p in pet TIaBJIAH naliourn
Pp P 3p r in sorry pybamka | fvbawra
Cc Le 3¢ s in sun CBIP cotfy
Tt Hem T3 t in ten TUTD muef
Vy Yy y 00 in moon Nanziie| ey
D ¢ Pp 1) f in fine GyTOONI dymbo.r
X x Lz Xa ch in loch xJ1e0 aieel
I i U 4 1> tz in quartz 1BETOK wlbemor:
Yy A EE) ch in chat 4ackl cacor
I 1 ma sh as in shall MIAXMATHl | cwa:namot
I 1o U gy ma sch as in borsch |mérka wyGmra
b » 5 TBEPBIN 3Hak |No sound
bl B oL BI [ in ill
b s b Msarkuid 3HaK | No sound
C ) I3 c} e in ten IKpaH orcfrar
0 10 | Aw 10 you in youth 100Ka wbra
A a s ya as in yard S0JIOKO wbororo
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Pra tice the following ha dwritten Russin words.




U K

S A

v/

7/

o

(77

Jo v

L C

77/

JSIC T







/

(42474

are

11

-~



AU

UXO
J

12

-~



MECA

LiLeroar

OFCHO




R AUCC

FCHALC

14

-~



Note: How are the alphabets m,m, are linked to other alphabets? They begin

with a bold dot.
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(" Grm mn :

Gender of Nouns in Russin
In Russian Language the gender of noun is decided as per its ending.

In Masculine gender (oH) :
A consonent ending noun is masculine in gender.

Examples:

kapangam (pencil), ypok (lesson), yuéOnuk (textbook), cron (table), cryn (chair),
Béuep (evening), mécsn (month), marasun (shop), 3aBox (factory), MoOVIBHHK
(mobile), mkad (cupboard), ropon (city), koctiom (suit), Hox (knife), crakan
(glass), opar (brother), nuBan (diwan)...

In Feminine gender (ona) :
word ending in 'a', 's' are included.

Exm ples:

kuura (book), pydka (pen), ¢adpuka (factory), mepéBus (village), Mocksa
(Moscow), cromuma (capital), ynuna (street), mammna (car), peka (river),

cymka (bag), pyoamka (shirt), konbaca (sausages), n0xka (spoon), Tapénka (plate),
Bwika (fork), jmyna (moon), koOMHara (room), mocka (black board)..

Note: There are some small number of nouns in Russian which end in 'p'. It
is required to memorise their gender. They can be either Masculine or Femine.

Exm ples:

Masculine: Feminine:

neHb (day) HOUYb (night)
noptdéns (brief case) TeTpaas (note book)
cinoBapb (dictionary) wIoIaaL (square)
pyoas (Rouble) nBepb (door)

In Neuter gender nouns (oHO):

word ends in 'o' or 'e.

Exm ples:

cnoBo (word), okuo (window), 3manue (building), mucemo (letter), sio (egg),
Mojiok0 (milk), si6moko (apple), yrpo (morning), umcid (date), comume (sun),
Kkpécno (cosy-chair), mpemnoxénue (sentence), manpTo (overcoat), Mope (sea),
BOoCKpeceHbe (Sunday),...
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ACTIVITY

Following is a list of nouns. Let's separate the nouns as per their gender, in
their respective column. OkHO, JieHb, HOYb, HAJBTO, PaaHO, TEICBU30D,
noptdéab, TeTpaab, JYK, OBOIIU, MUCbMO, pyOnb, AWIO, CTYN, CTOJ, MAJBYMK,
NEBYIKA, 3aBOM, XJeO, MOJIOKO, JPyI, CTYIAEHT, CTYIACHTKA, CJIOBApb, MeI,
NPEUIOKEHUE, TEKCT, CTEHA, MOTOJOK, MOOWIBHUK, Y4YCOHUK, KHHUTa, pydyka,
3MaHUE, 30HT, OyThUIKA, MallliHA, HOC, IIANKa, JIAMIIA, MPENOoAaBaTElb,
NperoaBaTeIbHNIA, HHKCHED, Bpad.

OH OHA OHO

Plurh of nouns:

1. Nouns ending in consonent can be changed to their plural by adding 'bI' or
"'

Exm ples :

CTYACHT-CTYIEHTHI KYPHAT-KYPHAIBI aBTOOYC-aBTOOYCHI  3aBO/I-3aBOIIBI
WHKCHEP-UHKEHEPBI, KOCTIOM-KOCTIOMBI,

1)  If the consonent at end of a word happens to be one of the '7 na j ty
consonents, then 'm' is written after them. (Ref: Basic Rules)

Exm ples:
yUCOHUK-YIEOHUKH MAJTBYUK-MATBYUKA Bpad-Bpauil YPOK-ypOKH
i1) In some words while changing to plural, the stress may shift.
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Exm ples:
CTON-CTONBI, IMKad-mKadpl, KapaHIAlI-KapaHIaIlu.

2. In nouns ending in 'a', it is replaced by 'bI' or 'U".

Exm ples:

KOMHaTa-KOMHAThl,  YJIHMIA-YJIHIbI, CTOJIUIA-CTONHIBI,  MAalllMHA-MAIIHBbI,

if the letter before 'a' happens to belong to the '7 na B ty consonents, then
'sI' cannot be written. Instead 'u' is written as follows:

pYUKa-pyYKH, KHATA-KHUTH, CYMKa-CYMKH, BWJIKA- BUJIKH...

in some examples as below stress changes.

JOCKA-TOCKH, PEeKa-pEKu

3. In nouns ending in 'o' , '0' is replaced by 'a".

Exm ples: OKHO-OKHa, CIOBO-CJIOBA, MHCHMO-TIUCHMA...
Here change of stress is observed.

4 More plurh s:

1) 's' s replaced by 'u' as follows:

TETPAAb-TETPAIU, NOPTHENb-TIOPTHENH, TBEPH-IBEPH, TUIOMIATb-TUTOMIA/IH,
CIIOBAPB-CIIOBApH, KaJCHAApbh-KaJICHIAPH

i1) 'a' ending nouns change to 'm' as follows:

NEepEBHSI-ICPEBHH, AYTUTOPUSA-AyTUTOPUN, TECHI-TIECHHU, CEMbS-CEMbU
iii) 'e' ending nouns change to 's' as follows:
NPEIOKEHUE-TTPEUIOKEHUS, 3MaHUC-3aHMsI, YIIPAKHEHUC-YIIPAKHEHHS

Rules for Plurh s in Nutshell:

[}

1. consonent ending + ‘bI’/ ‘m

2. -0 =——3 -3

Give plurh s of following nouns:
MAJIBUUK, KypHAJI, Bpad, MHXKECHEP, My3€H, JAEBOYKA, cOOAKa, IEHTP, MECAII, CyMKa,
peka, Mope, JaMIia, TEIeBU30p, MallfHA, 3[JAHHUE, MUCHMO.

J
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ACTIVITY:

Separate the following nouns into singular and plural, then by gender by put-
ting them into following 4 baskets:

JI0OM, KOMHaTa, OKHO, MOJpyra, CTOJI, IpyIma, pbida, Cyr, JiaMIia, IIAIKa,

napk, co0aka, MOJIOKO, CTyJ, CJIOBA, TOPT, Boja, OyKBa, CECTpa, CYyMKa, ChbIp,
YHUBEPCUTET, MHCTUTYT, YIWIA, 3MaHHe, OMOIMoréka, creHa, (OTO, METpO,
3aBOJ, KApTa, KapTHHBI, pajno, aBTOOyC, pacckas, mama, CTpaHa, TOpojJ, MHHYTa,
JANA, S3BIK, TECHS, JIBEPb, TETPAb, MOPTQEID,

& &

ay oy

4
[ [

Lt (P\'
\r__{ Y 3

OH OHA OHO OHU

What are the plurals of the singulars given above?
What are the singulars of the plurals given above?
Are there some exceptions?

ACTIVITY

Tongue twisters!

Mama mputom Mimy Mmppia, Mana MpUio He JroOwIa.

JlonnHA COXOKEHA A0TIA.

Ky HKAT KYK.

o¥o oW oY
RO TR0 TR0
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