Infinitive

CHAPTER

282

Infimitives are nouns with certain
qualitics of a verb that is cither in the
form of 'te + V' (infinitive) or 'V,' (direct
infinitive).

Infinitives can come after another verl,
subject, object or complement of =
sernlence,

See the following examples-

1. 1 want lopo

|

verb  infinitive

home. (Infinitive

after a verh)

: Ca3y learn
2. It's not — L—
adjeclive infinitive

swimming. (Infinitive after an
adjective)

tirme 10 50T
noun  infinitive

3. We need zome

vul the issues. (Infinitive after a noun)

a. - To exrr

——— iz humarn, to forgive
subject

divine, (Infinitive as the subjest)

§ He wanis _tosing  iag phject
verb object
of a lransitive verb),
6. His grealest pleasure is 1o gamble,

linfinitives as the complemen: of
verh),

Infinitive are tiouns but have not left
the gualities of a verb.

Now lel us sce how we can say infinitives
are verb-nopun,

Infhmitives

Verb - A verb rakes an oliject
if it is transitive,
A verb is qualifed by on odvern.

Noun- A noln comes in place of a
subjecl and an object,

If by the help of exammples, we can prove
thal infinitives can show the qualities of
botli, we can comfortably say that
mfinitives are verb-noun.

Examnples-
1. Tﬂl.:n IS uman,
aubljoct
2. | love to dance
ohijcct

3. Te respect women is our moral duty.
In this sentence 'to respect' is 3
noun as it comes in the place of
subject but like a verb. it takes an
abject ‘women'

4. | decided o teach English,
In this sentence ‘to leach' like a
noun is the object of the verb
‘decided’ but Lke @ verb it rakes an
ohjeet ‘English'.

5. I decided to leave the job
immed:iately,
In this sentence ‘to lesve' is an
object of the verb ‘decided’ but Lke a
vers it tales an object job’and iz alsa
medified by an adverb immediately’
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From the sxamples given above we can
comioriably say that infinitives act as
both noun and verb,

Forms of infinitives-

1. 1 come here to study.
lActive wvoice — ‘to+ V')

2. She wanted to be flatterad,

{Passive voice -+ ‘to + be + V')

3. He admirted to have misused his
rights, [Perfect infinitive)

4. Tle scemed to have been cheated.
(Perfect passive woice)

5. They pretended to be running out
of time, [continuous infinitive »

‘to + be + V, +ing’)

A, He admitied to have been O
maltreating his wife since thelr
marriage, |[Perfect continuous — ‘to
+ have +heen + V, + ing’ )

From the examples given above, we cen  EB.ge

say that infinitives can be used in both

active and passive voice and in all types

of tenses,

o When infinitives arc used to express
manter, the full form of the infinitive
is ‘how to+V ' We can uze any Wh +
ta + ¥ top in other cascs.
The verbs are- B
Ask, explaln, discover, know, learn,
teach, wonder.
E.g: | | wondered what to do.
2, | know how to swim.
3. He taught me how to speak
Japancse,
4, | forgot what to write in the
application.

If a noun s followed by an infinitive,
we need to use gn appropriate
preposition (if needed) after the noun .

7 See the examples given below: E.g:

' bed to sleep
1. 1 have ndo — . —
TN infinitive
in
e o
prep.

chair to sit
B .
noun  infinitive

2. She needed a

QlL

Gl

prep.

Direct or Bare Infinitive:

Infinitives without “to’ iz called direct'
or bare indiniuves'.

‘Direct infinitives' arc used after-

‘had sooner!, 'had better’, ‘had

rather’, 'would rather’, ‘sconer than'

and ‘rather than’

1. You had better leave now,

2. | would rather die than beg

3. They had sooner talk than part
Ways.

Direet infinitive are used after the

following verbs when they ars used

in active voice - 'Bid', ‘'make’, 'help’,

'‘feel’, 'sec’, 'watch', 'hear'

pa

1. 1bade him — f———
Lirect infinitive

o,

2. My mother made me

do

- the home work.
Dnrect infinitive

i EO
4. | watehed himp —m8——— .
Direct infintive
When these verbs are used in passive
voice they Lake 'to V' (Iafinitive)
and not V' (Direct Infinitive) after
ther.

1, | was made —12%850 .91 the
infinitive

clarhes.
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2. | was bidden —t2!e9Ve ;p. poom
infitiitive
at once,
Remember:-

E.p

E.g:

284

. Bid [when 'bid' means ‘to pay a
V1

cerlain price’)

bid bid
T e —
Vo Wg

He _ b4 $2000 for the painting.
Yo
. Bl |to command, to uttcr as a
¥
greeting)
bads bidden
s LR
Vo Vg
1 b‘?d'ﬁ him leave the room,
|

Let" takes direct infinitives in both
active and passive voice,

1. I will not let him —— B0 !

Direot infinitive
{Active volce)
must be let

2, Bad habits
£0

Direct infinitive

(Passive voice)
Bee the examples given below:
1. You need not to worry, (%)
You need not worry. {4
2. We dare not to disobey the tralfic
rules, (=)
We dare nol disobey the traffic
Tiles. ()
B. Need I to take this exam? (x|
Meed | take this exam? |7)

E.g:

E.g:

Eg:

From the examples given above, we can
say hat "Need® and ‘Dare’ take direct
infinitives when they are used as
auxiliary verbs in negative and
interrogative sentences

However we know that modals take
*¥,' after them, (See Chapter -1 Verd'
of Valume -1

Phrases ‘why' and 'why not’ take
direct infinitives.

stop

1. Why not how 7

Mirect infinitive

2, Why before

surrender
P Y Db I
Direct infinitive

dictators ?

When ‘have+ objeet’ iz used in the
scnse of expressing wish, it is followed
by direct infinitives.

1. [ will have him speak the rruth.
Perfect Imfinitives — Perlect
infinitives should come il the action
expressed by the infinitive precedes
the action of the finite verh.

He admittcd to have wiolated anti-
corruption law many limes,

Here the aeczlon of ‘vialating anti-
corruption’ law is prior to the action of
‘admitting’

Split Infinitive (‘to’ and 'V
separafed from each other by un
adverb, a word or a phrase)=
Though many grammarians belicve that
splitting Infinilives is wrong, it is
imperative to mention herc that it is

completely acceptable in modern
English,
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E.g:

E.g
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See the examples given below:-
I. To .EE“L go where no man has
adverb

gone before.
{Here adverb ‘boldly’ splits the
infinitive “to go’)

2. The population is expected to
maore than double in the next ten
YEUTS,

(Here more than one wotd “more than'

gplit the infinitive to double’)

Bee the following examples ta
understand how the use of
‘infinitive’ and ‘gerund’ changes the
meaning of the seatence.
Go on =g Go oo+ V, ving' —
Means to coninus |
E.g: he went on talking,
(b) Ge om + ‘to+ V' —
Refers to o chanpe of
activity.
He stopped talking about the problems
and went on to describe the possible
solutinns.

Regret=>{r) Regret + 'V, + ing’- This
form looks back at the
past.

E.g: Tle regrcts leaving his job.

b} Regret +'to+V ' used
mostly in announcement
of undesirable news.

We regret to inform vou that the flight

tias been cancelled duc o bad weather,

Advise, allow, permit and forbid.
If these verbs are followed mmediately
by an object, an infinitive is used
otherwisc V| + ing' form will follow,

E.g:

E.g

E.gl,

We prohibit smoking here.

peaple

We prohibit to smoke

object
hers.
I wouldn™ advise taking the car
o Chieenedi Chowle.

SIYOME v take

chject

I wouldn't advisa

the car to Chandi Chowle,

See, wateh and hear

If these verbs are followed by ¥, +
ing' form, il suggests that onc pays
attention to ‘events’ or ‘actions’ that
are already going on.

| saw the old man crossing the
Toad,

If these verbs refer (0 ‘complete
events or actions® which are seen
ar heard from beginning to end, direct
infinitive will follow.

| saw the old man cross the road
and disappear in the moor.

Try
Try + ‘V, + ing’- Means o de
something to see what will happen
when we talk about pecforming an
experiment.

. I tried writing an essay bul in vain,

I kkeep calling her up but she doesn't
respond.

Try + 'to + V' — when we talk abour
making an effort to do something
difficull; we can use cithcr ‘try +
to+V,' or ‘try + ing".

i tried to hold the rope but my hands
were luo cold,

1 tried changing the wheel but the
nuts were too Light.
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E.g

E.g:

Eg:l,

E.g: 1l

E.g:

Note:

E.z:

E.g: 1.
. He started looking for a new job.

Ex.

Mean

Mean + 'V ing® — If ‘mean’ is used
int the sense of ‘invalve’, or * to have
a result’, ‘mean’ will be followed by
WV, ing' form.

If you wanl lo get good marks, it will
mean working very hard.

Mean + to+V, = If ‘mean’ iz uscd
in the sense of ‘intend’, 1t will be
followed by an infinitive.

| mean to say that ir is not as
dilficult as it seems to be.

Learn znd teach

These verb will be followed by *V, +
ing' form when we are referring to
lessons’ or ‘subject of study’.

She pocs to learn dancing,

| tanght typing when [ was in Jaipur,
‘Learn’ and ‘teach’ come with ‘“to +
V," farm when we talk sbout ‘the
result of the study’ e, about
suceessfully learning a skill.

| learnt to speak Japanese when [
was in Japan.

‘Borry’

Sorry for/about + ing — Refers (o
past things tha! one regrets,

| am sorry for keeping vour
application pending for such a long
tirne,

Sorry + perfect infinitive (more
formal] can be used with the same
meaning.

I'm sorry to have kept your waitdng,

Begin and start

Both begin and start can be followed
by ‘W + ing’ or 'to + V. form with
no difference in meaning,

I began to play chess.

After pregressive forms of ‘begin’ and
‘slart’ infinitives are preferred.

I'm starting to learn it now,

In case of understand, realise and
know, we ust Lhe infinitive form afrer
‘begin’ and ‘start’
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E.prl,

E.pg: 1.

E.g. 1.

Ll

He began to realise hi= mistakes
bue it was too late.

2. He =started to kmow the
consequences of his actions after his
initial feilures.

Like, live, hate and prafer

These verbs are followed by both *V,

*ing' and “te+V," form without much

differenee in meaning.

I love to take hol shower bath after

a day long work,

2. Children enjoy watching television.
But after would + like /prefer flove
/hate, infinitives are preferred.

[ would like to meet the manesger,
2. 1 would love te de it if vou permit

me,

Stop

(a) Btop + 'V, + ing'- Means to stop
doing the aerivity
mentioncd.

E.g: | stopped playing cricket.

(b) Stop +'to+V '— Means to stop in
order to do the
activity mentioned.

E.g! | stopped to play cricker,

Exercise based on Infinitive & Gerund.

ll

2,

I fee] like (A)/ to go (Bl to a movie [C)/
No error (D)
It isn't wrong(Al/ o defend [B)/oneself )
Mo ermor (O)
I think (A)/defending (B)/oncsclf ia the
right thing to do {(C)/if one is not wrong.

FHNa ermor (D)

I van’: imagine out of a fiying planc.
{4 To jump (B} jumping

(C] jump () to be jumped

I feel [A)/ lilke to eat (B)/somcthing
now.[C) No error (1)

They are relieved  the traffic
easily,

1Al Lo find, flowing

(B] ww find, to flow

(C) find, following

() findd, Muw

more
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15,

On 17 February 2003, & congestion

charge for in Central London

was introduced. The aim was the

number of vehicles in the eity of London.

(A} drive, to reduce

(B) driving, to reduce

{C} 1o drive, to reduce

(D) driving, reducing

1 wonder, is it right to charge people 1o

driving in the city.

iA) Charging, driving

Bl to charge, for driving

{C) Charge, drive

{0} No improvement

| Look forward at meeting the President

of America.

(A) o meestng (B] to meet

(€] meet (D) Mo mpravement

Do you object to_mine working on

Sundays?

(A) my (R] me

)1 () no improvernent

I am not used to get up carly in the

maorning.

(A) to got (B] to getting

[C] about getling

(D] No improvement

I prefer to take meirs than driving,

(&) teking, o (B) luke, over

[C} about taking, than

[D) No improvement

1 regret the exam duc ta llness,

(A] missing

(B] Lo miissing

(€} missed

(D about missing

1 regret,

been detained,

(&) to informing (B)to inform

(C} about informing

(D) No word needed,
and

1A} drinking, drive

{B} drinking, driving

(C) to drink, to drive

{D) drink, drive

¥ou that your son has

cunnot go together.

16

17.

18,

14

21.

22,

27,

23,

29
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-1 wouldnt advise vou taking the car to
Janpath.
(A} to talee (B] take
(C) o taking (D} Ne improvement
She enjoys Science fiction,
(a] reading (B) to read

(T} having rcading

(L read
Sheela supgested a mavie after work,
[A) to ses (B} seeing

IC) about seeing

(D) Lo seeing

Where did vou leam Clerman 7
[A] speaking (B} to speak

(C) spuak (D} ta spesking

s Would vou mind _  me write an
application 7
[A&) to help (B} helpiug
[C] help (¥ to helping

The models practised walking with a bool
balanced oo thelr heads.

[A) to walk (B8] towalking

(C) wa'k (D] No improvemen:
My friend promized cars ol my pet
while I was on vacation.

(A) to take (B] taking

[C) toke (D) Lo hawve taken care
Witnesses reported the bank
robbers while they were scaling the wall,
|&] lo see B ta have seen
{C} to seeing (B3] saw

o 1 dislike himfa]/eavesdropping habits

[B)/ sn much that | cannot stand it any
moarec. (C)/ No error [D)
. We must avoid{A)/ w use cell phones(B}/
while we are in court rooms. [C)f No error.
. 1 don't mind{A)/cooking(R)/ when my
servent is not well {C)/ Mo error (D)
Pwould Lke (4} o try [B)/ a new look now,
1]/ No error (T
[ wasn't surc of him{A)/contesting (B)/
the Lok Babha elecdon. (C}) Ne erior (D)
| ean't stand all the time,
[A) he complaining
[B] aim complaining
(C) his complaining
(D] him complan
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30, Our tcacher won't allow us to use
calculators,

(&) using

[C) use

She prefers
good at cocking,
(Al mymaking (2) me making

(C) me to make|{D) me make

I hope you duin't uiind__ while you sleep.
[A) my listening to music

(B} me listening to music

(C) me to dsten Tusic

(D) mine listening to muse

She likes to go .
(A) fishing (B] aurfing the internst
(C) learning foreign lanmiage

(D) missing

The passing marks|A}/that we nesded B/
scemed a distant dream for most of us.
(Cl/No error (I,

5. He said that{A)/his wile didn't have (B)/
dressing sense. {C)/No vrror (D).

I remmember (A)/to go for trekking (B)/
when | was a kid. [C)/No error (D).

Your hair needs

(4] Curting (B) to cut

(C] eut (B) 1o be cut down

[ tried lifting (4] /the suitcase but it (R}
was too heavy. (O] /Na error (D).

Lrue to me [(A)/ being an unknown face (B)/
I'was refused admittance, (C)/No ermor (D),
I don't have (A)/a pen(B)/ to write [T}/ No
errar (0},

She has (A]/no bed (B)f to sleep. (C)/No
errar (D,

This project is not |A)) worth to rislc (B)/
all your money.(C)/No error (D).

(B] to using
(D] We improvement

31, dinner as she is not

22,

33,

34,

36.

37.

38,
39.
0.
41,

42,
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h Answer-key ﬁ

1. {C); CThange ‘to go’ into ‘going’

2.0 3 (L) 4 Bk

5. (Bl; Change 'to eat’ into ‘Raring’

6. iA); 7. (Bl 8. [Bh 9 (Al
10, iA); L1 (B), 12, (A) 13. (A):
14, (B L&, (B, 15, (A); 17, [A);
18, (RB); 149./B); 20.(8) 21, [D);
230 4A) 23 (B

24. {A), Change 'him' into ‘his’. We use a
possessive adjective before a noun.

25.(B); Change ‘o use' into ‘using'. ‘Avoid’
is [ollowed by a gerund,

26.(D);

2781 Tike' is followed by a ‘gerund’ but
‘would lixe' s followed by an infinidve,

28.(A); "Corntesting’ (a gerund | will be
preceded by a Possessive Adjecrive
(his) and not a Pronoun (him|,

29, (C) 30. (D, 1AL

32. (A) 33. (A);

24. [A); Change 'passing marks’ into ‘poss
marks'. ‘Passing marks’ is wrong
English.

35, {C); Chanpge ‘dressing sense’ into ‘dress’
scnsc. ‘Dressing sense’ is wrong
English,

d6. (B): Changes ‘to go' into ‘going'. ‘Remember’
iz followed by-a gerand,

a7. (A

38, (A} Chatige “lfting” into ‘to [ift",

9. (Al Chiange 'me’ into ‘my'. "Being' is
preceded by 8 Possessive Adjective
[my]. ‘Due o' 18 gcceplable in modern
English though a sentence should
start with ‘owing to" il wa strictly
follow traditional English,

40. [C); Add ‘with' after “write’, If & noun is
foliowed by an infinitive, an
appropriate preposition must follow,

41, [C); Add ‘in" after ‘slesp’, (See cxplanation
of 39

42. (B}, Change ‘o tisk' nto risking’. Worlth'
15 followed by a ‘gerund’.
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