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Answer all the questions in NOT MORE THAN 200 WORDS each. Content of the
answers is more important than its length. All questions carry equal marks.
12.5X20=250

1. How does an age structure changing towards a lower 'dependency ratio'
creates a demographic advantage or 'dividend'? Explain in the context of
India.
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2. Exclusion, humiliation-subordination and exploitation are all equally
important in defining the phenomenon of untouchability. Explain. Give an
account of the provisions in the Indian Constitution and the steps taken by
the government to compensate for past and present caste discriminations.
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3. How does Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) helps in minimizing the
adverse impacts of large infrastructure projects? Examine whether it is an
effective_management tool to_achieve sustainable development. Also,
suggest some reforms for its improvement.
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4. The differently abled are turned into ‘disabled’ because the society is built
in @ manner that does not cater to their needs. Comment.
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5. What is the purpose behind formulation of National Air Quality Index
(AQl)? What information does it convey? Discuss the distribution of AQI
across various regions in India. Also suggest some measures to improve it.
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6. Discuss the impact of globalization on mass media in India. Also examine
whether cinema influences society or it is vice-versa.
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7.  Green revolution was hailed as a major scientific achievement when it was
introduced. However, in the long term, certain negative social as well as
environmental consequences came to the fore. Examine. Suggest some
safeguards that the government should take while ushering in the second
Green Revolution.
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What are wetlands and how are they different from lakes? Why are

wetlands considered ecologically important? Critically examine the Draft

Wetland Rules 2016.
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Degradation of natural resources can occur, not just by the action of
pollutants but also by improper resource utilization practices. Explain along
with appropriate examples and suggest possible solutions for the same.
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10. India was one of the first countries to explicitly announce an official
population policy in 1952, Critically analyse various aspects of the
population policy of the country over the years.
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11. Regionalism in India is not only rooted in India's diversity of languages,
cultures, tribes and religions but also fuelled by a sense of regional
deprivations. Discuss.
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12. Inspite of accounting for 4% of world water resources India has been facing
an acute water crisis. Discuss. In context of the National Water Policy, 2012
enumerate the steps that can be adopted for sustainable use of water
resources.
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13. Global warming would not only result in change in global climate but will
also adversly impact biodiversity, global food production, global health and
world politics. Comment.
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14. Discuss the relevance of sacred groves and forests in protection of
biodiversity in India. Also, highlight the various challenges associated with
the conservation of sacred groves.
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15. The Chipko movement not only raised the issue of ecological sustainability
but also those related to socio-economic inequalities and political
representation. Analyse.
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16. What are the causes for the loss of biodiversity? Why is it necessary to
conserve biodiversity? Explain the in-situ and ex-situ measures of
conservation.
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17. Explain the Ozone hole phenomenon and discuss why it is distinctly
pronounced over Antarctic as compared to other regions. Examine the
success of the Montreal Protocol in combating ozone depletion.
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18. 'Swachh Bharat' cannot succeed unless there is adequate management of
solid waste in India. In this context, enumerate the salient features of the
new Solid Waste Management Rules (SWM) 2016. Also discuss to what
extent they can help in achieving the aims of 'Swachh Bharat'.
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19. Despite numerous efforts by the government, the Child Sex Ratio (CSR) in
India has been on the downward trend. Discuss the causes and implications
of this trend. Also, suggest some measures required to improve the
scenario.
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20. Give an account of the causes of noise pollution and examine its impact gn
human health. Enumerate the steps taken by the government to deal with
noise pollution.
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